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EpMunDd LuDLow, Eſq: 
HE act for putting a period to the 
rliament was {til before a com» 


mittee of the whole houſe, who had 
made a conſiderable progreſs there - 


- > 
157 


in, having agreed upon a more equal 


viſtribation of the power of election throughout 


England. And whereas formerly ſome boroughs 


that had ſcarce a houſe upon them, choſe two 
members to be their repreſentatives in parlia- 
ment, (juſt as many as the greateſt cities in 
England, London only N and the ſingle 
county of Cornwall elected forty four, when EG 
ſex, and other counties bearing as great a ſhare 


in the payment af taxes, ſent no more than ſix 


or eight; this unequal repreſentation of the peo · 
ple the parliament reſolved to correct, and to 
permit only ſome of the principal cities and bo- 
roughs to chuſe, and that for the moſt part but 
one repreſentative, the city of London only ex 
cepted ; which, on account of the great propor- 
tion of their contiibutions and taxes, were al- 


lowed to elect fix. The reſt of the 400, wheres 


of the parliament was to conſiſt _ thoſe 
Vol. Il, A that 
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that ſerved for Ireland and Scotland), were ap-, 
pointed to be choſen by the ſeveral counties, in 
as near a;proportion as was poſſible to the ſums 
charged upon them for the ſervice of the ſtate ; 


and all men admitted to be electors who were 


worth 200 |. in lands, leaſes, or goods. 
Divers informations were brought againſt the 


\ Iriſh for murders committed at the beginning of 


the rebellion, and ſince, upon the Engliſh. The 


principal of the accuſed were, Col. Maccarty 


Reagh, who was ſeized in the county of Cork, 
the Lord Mayo in the county of Galway, the 
mother of Col. Fitzpatrick in the province of 
Leinſter, with many others. And, for the en- 
couragement of the plantations in Ireland, the 
parliament permitted the people of England to 
tranſport thither all ſorts of cattle and grain free 
of all cuſtom; and ordered, that their commiſ- 
fioners in Ireland ſhould raiſe a revenue there 
for all ſuch as had been wounded and diſabled, 
and for the widows and children of thoſe that 
had been killed in the public ſervice. | 

The Vice-Admiral of Prince Rupert's flee 

carrying forty pieces of cannon, was brought 


into Plymouth by the Engliſh ſeamen ſhe had 


on board; who, finding a favourable occaſion 
near Cape de Verd, ſeized the Captain, and the 
reſt of the company, being all French and 
Dutch. Upon which the council of ſtate recei- 
ved orders from the parliament to reward the 


ſaid ſeamen, and to prepare an act to encourage 


others to follow their example. 1 

The Dutch Admiral Van Trump, with 119 
ſhips of war, and ſome fireſhips, being joined 
by ſeventeen men of war from Zealand, failed 
from Goree, with orders to convoy ſafe out of 
ad; | | the 
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| 
the channel a fleet of near 500 merchant-ſhips; 
deſigned for France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Barbary, and the Levant, and to take all the 
advantages he could againſt the Engliſh. Here- 
upon the parliament paſſed an act for the ſale of 
the eſtates of ſome, who, having been adjudged 
delinquents, had refuſed to lay hold of the fa- 
vour extended to them of compounding ; which 
they did to eaſe the people of ſome part of the 
charge of this 'war againſt the Dutch. Yet their 
occaſions were ſo preſling, that they were con- 
ſtrained to lay a tax for ſome months of 
1 20, ooo l. a-month ; which the people willing- 
ly paid, becauſe they knew that it was wholly 
employed in their ſervice. | 
Moſt of - the Dutch merchant-ſhips were by 
bad weather and contrary winds driven back in- 
to their harbours, but their men of war kept out 
at ſea. And Van Trump, having received advice, 
that Adm. Blake had ſent away twenty. of his 
ſhips to convoy a fleet of laden colliers from 
Newcaſtle, twelve towards Plymouth, and fif- 
teen up the river, which had ſuffered ſome da- 
mage by ſtorm, and that he had left with him 
but thirty ſeven ſhips of war, came into the 
Downs with fourſcore men of war, and thirty 
of the ableſt merchant-men of the fleet he was 
appointed to convoy. Notwithſtanding which 
inequality of number, it was unanimouſly reſol- 
ved in a council of war to fight the Dutch fleet. 
Accordingly a day or two after, ours engaged 
them about noon, and the fight continued till 
night ſeparated them. In this fight we loſt two 
ſhips, the Garland of 40, and the Bonaventure 
of 36 guns. And though, in recompence, we 
burnt one of their Admirals, and killed my 
| A2 0 
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of their men, particularly two Secretaries who 
were on board their Admiral; yet the Dutch 
were exceedingly eleyated with this little ſucceſs : 
and being informed, that the Engliſh fleet was in 
great want of all ſorts of naval ſtores, they pu- 
bliſhed a placart to prohibit the exportation of 
them hither under ſevere penalties. They alſo 
threatened to drive us out of the iſlands which 
we poſſeſſed in America; and, to that end, ſent 
ſome ſhips to join Prince Rupert; which, with 
thoſe revolted Engliſh, made up in all twenty 
five fail. The King of Denmark likewiſe pro- 
miſed to afliſt them by the next ſpring with thir- 
ſhips of war, for the ſum of one million_of 

guilders; which they agreed to pay to him. 
In the mean time, the parliament, having re- 
ceived information of the miſbehaviour of ſome 
officers in the late engagement, appointed a 
committee, whereof Sir Henry Vane, Mr, John 
Carew, and Maj. Salloway, were the principal, 
impowering them to place and diſplace officers, 
and to regulate all matters relating to the ſea in 
ſuch a manner as might be moſt conducing to 
the ſervice: of the ſtate, Theſe commiſſioners 
uſed ſuch care and diligence in the diſcharge of 
this truſt, that the face of affairs ſoon became 
much altered for the better; the ſhips that were 
unſerviceable repaired, a conſiderable fleet put 
to ſea well officered and well manned, the ſtore- 
houſes repleniſhed with all manner of neceſſary 
proviſions, and thirty frigats preparing to be 
built. Lt-Gen. Monk was alſo added to the Ge- 
nerals Blake and Dean, in the room of Col. Ed- 
ward Popham, lately deceas'd, to take care of 
the equipping and commanding the fleet. And 
that nothing might be wanting on our part to 
6 preſerve 
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preſerve a good correſpondence with ſuch fos . 

reign ſtates as were in amity with us,' the par- 
liament ſent the Lord Commiſſioner Whitlock 
on an extraordinary embaſſy to the crown of 
Sweden ; where he was received with all the ho- 
nours due to his character. Ld 
The commiſſioners for the Iriſh affairs being 
at Dublin, Lt-Gen. Fleetwood came thither with 
his family: after whoſe arrival a commiſſion 
was iſſued out for the trials of ſuch as were ac- 
cuſed of having murdered the Engliſh, which 
was directed to perſons of known ability and 
integrity in each province. To thoſe formerly 
accuſed, was added the Lord Muſkerry, who 
was charged to have put many Engliſhmen to 
death in the way between his houſe of Mack- 
room and the city of Cork. Upon this accuſa- 
tion the ſaid Lord was ſeized, and ordered to be 
proſecuted by the court of juſtice at Dublin for 
the ſame. The commiſſioners alſo, by order of 
the parliament, publiſhed a declaration, to in- 
form the public, and -particularly the adventu- 
rers who had advanced money upon the Iriſh 
lands, that the war in Ireland was concluded, 

This they did, as well that the ſaid adventurers 
might have what was juſtly due to them, as that 
the poor waſted country of Ireland might have 
the aſſiſtance of their own purſes and labour, to 
recover the ſtock and growth of the land ; 'the 
Iriſh having all along eaten out the heart and 

vigour of the ground; and of late much more 
than ever, being in daily apprehenſicas of be- 
ing removed, 

All arrears due to the Engliſh army in Ireland 

were ſatisfied by the parliament out of the eſtates 

forfeited by the rebels, which were delivered t6 
A 3 | them 
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them at the ſame rates with the firſt adventurers, 


In this tranſa&tion thoſe of the army ſhewed 
great partiality, by confining the ſatisfaction of 


arrears only to fuch as were in arms in Auguft 


1649 ; which was the time when the Englifh 
army commanded by Lt-Gen. Cromwel arrived 
in Ireland. And though the hardſhips endured 
by thoſe who were in arms before, had been 
much greater, yet nothing could be obtained but 
ſach a proportion of lands in the county of Wie- 
klo, and elfewhere, as was not ſufficient to clear 
the fourth part of what was due to them, Thoſe 
who ſolicited the affairs: of the army in Ireland 
with the parliament, . having perſuaded the ad- 
venturers that there were forfeited lands enough 
in one moiety of nine principal counties, they 
accepted of them for their ſatisfaction, and the 
other moiety was aſſigned by the act for the ſa- 
tisfaction of the ſoldiers : the reſt of Ireland was 
alſo diſpoſed of; only the province of Connaught 
was reſerved for the Iriſh, under the qualifica- 
tions agreed upon by the parliament. Accor- 
ding to which, they were to be put into poſſeſ- 
ſion of the ſeveral proportions of land which 
had been promiſed them in the ſaid province, 
that ſo the adventurers, ſoldiers, and others, to 
whom the parliament ſhould aſſign their lands, 
might plant without diſturbance, or danger of 
being corrupted, by intermixing with the na- 
tives in marriages, or otherwiſe ; which, by the 
experience of former times, the Engliſh had been 
found to, be, rather than to have bettered the 
Iriſh either in religion or good manners; and 
that the natives being divided by the river Shan- 
nan from the other provinces, and having gar- 


riſons placed round and amongſt them in the 


moſt 
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moſt proper and convenient ſtations, they might 
not have thoſe. opportunities to prejudice the 
Engliſh as formerly they had. An act being 
drawn up to this purpoſe, the parliament 
ſed it, reſerving the counties of Dablin, Kildare, 
Carlo, and Cork, (together with the remaining 
part of the lands formerly belonging to the Bi- 
mops, Deans and Chapters of Ireland, wheresf 
ſome had been already __ to augment the 
revenues of the college o | 
ſed of as the parliament ſhould think fit. 

The forfeited lands were divided between the 
adventurers and ſoldiers by lot, according to an 
eſtimate taken of the number of acres in the re- 


ſpective counties, in conformity to an order 


from the commiſſioners of parliament : by 
whom were appointed ſub-commiſſioners to 
judge of the qualifications of each perſon, and 
others, who, upon certificate from the ſub-com- 
miſſioners for determining qualifications, were 
required to ſet out fo much land in the province 
of Connaught as belonged to every one by vir- 
tue of the ſaid act. They alſo eſtabliſhed a com- 
mittee to ſit at Dublin, to receive and adjudge 
all claims of Engliſh, and others, to any lands; 
limiting a time within which they were obliged 
to bring in, and make appear their reſpective 
claims to be legal; to the end that the adven- 
turers, ſoldiers, and others, might be at a cer- 
tainty, and after ſuch a time free from any mo- 
leſtation in the poſſeſſion of their lands : and 
that none through ignorance or abſence might 
be ſurpriſed, they prorogued the ſaid time twice 
or thrice to a longer day. MD 
The courts of juſtice erected at Dublin, and 


in other parts, proceeded vigorouſly in making 
inquiſition 


Dublin), to be diſpe- 
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inquiſition after the murders that had been com- 
mitted. Maccarty Reagh, after much ſearch in- 
to the matter whereof he ſtood accuſed, was at- 
quitted by the court ſitting at Cork; and ſo was 
the Lord Clanmaliere by that of Kilkenny: but 
the mother of Col. Fitzpatrick was found guilty 
of the murder of the Engliſh ; with this aggra- 
vation, that ſhe faid ſhe would make candles of 
their fat. She was condemned to be burnt; 
and the ſentence was executed accordingly. Col. 
Lewis Moor and Lewis Demley were allo found 
guilty of murder, for which they were hanged. 
Sir Charles Coote, with the reſt of the court of 
.juſtice in the province of Connaught, . proceeded 
againſt the Lord Mayo, and declared him guilty 
of the ſame crime; for which he was executed 
1 to the ſentence pronounced againſt 

' im, | r 1 
The trial of the Lord Muſkerry was long, by 
reaſon of a clauſe which he urged in his defence 
from a printed copy of the articles made with 
him; which though it had been unjuſt for me 
to grant in the terms there mentioned, yet 
would have cleared him, and thrown the blame 
and guilt upon me; for articles given ought 10 
be made good. But this clauſe, upon ſearch in- 
to the original, which I kept, appeared to have 
been inſerted by themſelves in the print, which 
.they produced for evidence, under pretence of 
having loſt the original articles ſigned by me. 
Notwithſtanding which, it appearing, that tho' 
divers of the Engliſh were murdered by the con- 
voy appointed to conduct them ſafe to Cork, the 
Lord Muſkerry had taken what care he could 
for their ſecurity, and had done what in him lay 
to bring the perſon who was guilty of that blood 
| to 
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o juſtice, the court acquitted him; and he was 
permitted, according to his articles, to paſs into 
Spain. I have heard, that, upon his arrival in 
hat kingdom, a faction appeared againſt him, 
pon account of his former oppoſition to the 
ope's nuncio in Ireland; ſo that he, finding 
Nut cold entertainment there, entered into a trea- 
do put himſelf and his men into the ſervice of 
he Venetians. aid 
Luke Took, the head of a ſept in the county 
df Wicklo, being conſcious of his guilt, had 
ormerly deſired my paſs to come and treat with 
e about conditions for laying down the arms 
df himſelf and party; and to induce me to give 
im more favourable terms, ſaid, he had a horſe 
nd ſaddle worth 100 l. which he deſired I would 
ccept of. I refuſing his preſent, he took it as 
In ill omen to him: for they are ſo accuſtomed 
o bribe their magiſtrates in that country, that 
f any one refuſe their preſents, they preſently 
onclude him to be their enemy, and give their 
auſe for loſt; and therefore he ſubmitted not 
at that time. But now, ſuppoſing he could by 
o means avoid falling into our hands, by rea- 
ſon of the number of our garriſons placed in all 
parts amongſt them, who by this time were as 
ell acquainted with their retreats and faſtneſſes 
as themſelves, and it may be thinking there 
ould not appear ſufficient evidence to prove 
him guilty, he ſubmitted upon the ſame condi- 
ion I bad formerly offered to him; which was, 
That he ſhould be liable to be queſtioned for 
* murder;” whereof being accuſed before the 
ourt at Dublin, he was convicted, ſentenced, 
and executed, a | 
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Sir Phelim O Neal, head alſo of a fepr, and 
one who had as great a ſhare as any in'the con- 
triving and carrying on the maſſacre and rebel- 
lion, fell into the hands of the Lord Cawfield, 
whoſe brother he had caufed to be murdered at 
the beginning of the rebellion, in this manner, 
O Neal being a neighbour of the Lord Caw- 
field, came to him under the pretence of friend- 
ſhip, with about half a dozen friends, to his 
caſtle of Charlemont; where being received, he 
and thoſe that were with him were carried to 
drink in the cellar by the Lord Cawfield, (both 
of them being too much addicted to that which 
the world calls good fellowſhip). After ſome 
time Sir Phelim O Neal fires a piſtol, which was 
a ſignal agreed on; and immediately thirty Iriſh 
entered and ſurpriſed the caſtle, taking-the Lord, 
his mother, Lady, and children, with the reft 
of the family priſoners; and, after three or four 
days, murdered the Lord Cawfield, the ref 
hardly eſcaping with their lives. But now the 
commiſſioners of parliament having by their 
preſcribed lines, within which all were obliged 
to inhabit, withdrawn proviſions from the ene- 
my, who could not be fupptied without hazard 
of their lives, thought fit, as a further means to 
reduce them, to ſet a ſum of money upon the 
heads of the principal of thoſe who yet perſiſt 
ed in their rebellion, upon ſome 20, others 
40, and upon Sir Phelim O Neal 100 J. to 
bring him dead or alive. This was ſuch an en- 
couragement to look after him, that one of the 
country-people having notice that he was in an 
iſland in the north, gave intelligence thereof to 
the Lord Cawfield ; who having brought toge- 
ther a party of horle and foot, entered the iſland 
in 
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boats, and ſeized him there. From thence 
> carried him to Dublin; where divers of his 
ruelties to the 'Engliſh being proved againſt 
im, he was ſentenced by the court of juſtice to 
2 put to death, and his head to be ſet upon the 
ate that ſtands at the foot of the bridge; which 


as put in execution accordingly. 


1 | 
d- ; Thus the enemy, by the bleſſing of God upon 
is ee counſels of the parliament, and endeavours. 
he their armies, was every where diſperſed and 


dnquered, and the nation likely to attain in a 
ort time that meaſure of happineſs which hu-. 
an things are capable of; When, by the ambi- 
Won of one man, the hopes and expectations of: 
good men were diſappointed, and the people 
bbed of that liberty which they had contended 
r at the expence of ſo much blood and treaſure. 
Gen. Cromwel had long been ſuſpected by 
iſe and good men; but he had taken ſuch care 
form and mould the army to his humour and 
tereſts, that he had filled all places either with 
is own creatures, or with ſuch as hoped to ſhare 
ith him in the ſovereignty, and removed thoſe 
ho, foreſeeing his deſign, had either the cou- 
age or honeſty to oppoſe him in it. His per- 
icious intentions did nor diſcover themſelves 
penly till after the battle at Worceſter, which, 
one of his letters to the parliament, he called 
be crowning victory. At the ſame time when 
> diſmiſſed the militia, who had moſt readily 
tered themſelves to ſerve the commonwealth: 
gainſt the Scots, he did it with anger and con- 
mpt ; which was all the acknowledgment they 
uld obtain from him for their ſervice and affe- 
ion to the public cauſe, In a word, ſo much 
as he elevated with that ſucceſs, that Mr. Hugh 
Peters, 


12 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eq; 


Peters, as he ſince told me, took ſo much no- 
tice of it, as to ſay in confidence to a friend up- 
on the road in his return from Worceſter, 
„That Cromwel would make himſelf King.“ 
He now began to deſpiſe divers members of the 
houſe whom he had formerly courted, and grew 
moſt familiar with thoſe whom he uſed to ſhew 
moſt averſion to; endeavouring to oblige the 
Royal party, by procuring for them more fa- 
vourable conditions than canſiſted with the jus 
ſtice of the parliament to grant, under colour of 
quieting the ſpirits of many people, and keep» 
ing them from engaging in new diſturbances to t 
reſcue themſelves out of thoſe fears, which many WM v 
who had acted for the King yet lay under; t! 
though at the ſame time he deſigned nothing, as ¶ tc 
by the ſucceſs was moſt manifeſt, but to advance v 
himſelf by all manner of means, and to .betray Ml u 
the great truſt which the parliament and good BY a 
people of England had repoſed in him. To this ir 
end, he preſfed the act of oblivion with ſo much Wi v 
importunity, that though ſome members ear- h 
neſtly oppoſed its bearing date till after ſome t! 
months, as well in juſtice to thoſe of that partyM tt 
who. had already fined for their delinquency; that ¶ it 
others as guilty as themſelves might be upon an th 
equal foot with them, as that the ſtate might by th 
that means be ſupplied with money, which they 
wanted, and that ſuch who had been plundered 
by the enemy, might receive ſome ſatisfaction 
from thoſe who had ruined them; yet nothing 
could prevail upon the General; and fo the act was 
paſſed: the parliament being unwilling to deny 
him any thing for: which there was the leaſt co- 
Jour of reaſon. 


_ though he had gained this point, and 
eagerly 


F 7 © © rw wo wc. a A 


2 


Memoirs of Edmund Ladlow, Eſq, 13 


eagerly coveted his own advancement, he 
thought it not convenient yet to unmaſk him» 
ſelf; but rather to make higher pretences to 
honeſty than ever he had done before, thereby 
to engage Maj.-Gen. Harriſon, Col. Rich, and 
their party, to himſelf. To this end, he took all 
occaſions in their preſence to aſperſe the parlia- 
ment, -as not deſigning to do thoſe good things 
they pretended to; but rather intending to ſup- 
port the corrupt intereſts of the clergy and law- 


of vers. And though he was convinced, that they 
p- BW were haſtening with all expedition to put a period 
to to their ſitting, having paſled a vote, that they 


vB would do it within the ſpace of a year, and that 
r; WY they were making all poſſible preparations in order 
as to it; yet did he induſtriouſly publiſh, that they 
re were ſo in love with their ſeats, that they would 
yy WY uſe all means to perpetuate themſelves. : Theſe 
dy and other calumnies he had with ſo much art 


inſinuated into the belief of many honeſt and 
well-meaning people, that they began to with 
him proſperity in his undertaking. Divers of 
the clergy from their pulpits began to propheſy 
the deſtruction of the parliament, and to propoſe 
it openly as a thing deſirable: inſomuch that 
the General, who had all along concurred with 
this ſpirit in them, hypocritically complained to 
Quartermaſter-Gen. Vernon, That he was 
% puſhed on by two parties to do that, the con- 
* {ideration of the iſſue whereof made his hair 
to ſtand an end.“ One of theſe; ſaid he, is 
headed by Maj.-Gen. Lambert; who, in re- 
venge of that injury the parliament did him, 
in not permitting him to go into Ireland with a 
character and conditions ſuitable to his merit, 
will be contented with nothing leſs than their 
* diſſolution. Of the other Maj.-Gen. Harriſon is 

Vo. II. | the 


4 ſpirit, will not wait the Lord's leiſure, but hur- 


% will have cauſe to repent.“ Thus did he craf- 


the importance of the war with the Dutch, to 
ſend ſome regiments of the army to ſtrengthen 
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re the chief; who is an honeſt man, and aims at 
« good things; yet, from the impatience of his 


cc rjes me on to that which he and all honeſt men 


tily feel the pulſe of men towards this work; en- 
deavouring to caſt the infamy of it on others, re- 
ſerving to himſelf the appearance of tenderneſs to 
civil and religious liberty, and of ſcreening the na- 
tion from the fury of the parties before mentioned. 
This mine of his was not wrought with ſo 
much privacy, but it was obſerved by ſome diſ- 
cerning men of the parliament, eſpecially by 
thoſe who had the direction and management of 
the war with Holland. Theſe men endeavoured WW 
to countermine him two ways : Firſt, by balan- 
cing his intereſt in thearmy with that of the fleet; 
procuring an order from the parliament, whoſe 
ear they had upon all occaſions, by reaſon of 


the fleet: and, ſecondly, by recommending, as 
an eaſy way to raiſe money in that exigency, the 
fale of Hampton-court, and other places, that 
were eſteemed as baits to tempt ſome ambitious 
man to aſcend the throne. The parliament ha- 
ving ordered theſe things to be done, the Gene- 
ral, ſenſible of the deſign, and of the conſe- 
quences of ſuffering the army to be new-mould- 
ed, and put under another conduct, made haſte 
to execute his former reſolutions; railing to Col. 
Okey, and other officers of the army, againſt 
divers members of the parliament, affirmin 
that little good could be expected from that body 
where ſuch men had fo great an influence, At 
the ſame time he made the moſt ſolemn profeſ- 
| ſions 
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ions of fidelity to the parliament ; aſſuring 
hem, that if they would command the army to 
Wreak their ſwords over their heads, and to 
hrow them into the ſea, he would undertake 
hey ſhould do it. Yet did he privately engage 
e officers of the army to draw up a petition to 
he parliament, That, for the ſatisfaction of the 
tion, they would put that vote which they 
ad made for fixing a period to their ſitting, in- 
o an act: which whilſt the officers were form- 
g and debating, the General having, it ſeems, 
or that time altered his counſels, ſent Col. Deſ- 


5 Worough, one of his inſtruments, to the council 
1 f officers; who told them, that they were a ſort 
4 | f men whom nothing could ſatisfy; that the 


arliament were more ready to do any good 
han they to deſire it; that they ought to rely 
pon their word and promiſe to diſſolve them- 
Wclves by the time prefixed ; and that to petition 
hem to put their vote into an act, would ma- 
ifeſt a diffidence of them, and leſſen their au- 
hority, which was ſo neceſſary to the army. 
The General coming into the council whilſt 
Deſborough was ſpeaking, ſeconded him. To 
vhich ſome of the officers took the liberty to re- 
ply, That they had the ſame opinion of the par- 
iament and petition with them; and that the 
hief argument that moved them to take this 
atter into conſideration, was the intimation 
hey had received, that it was according to the 
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7 deſires of thoſe who had now ſpoken againſt it, 
ſi nd whoſe latter motion they were much more, 

eady to comply with than their former. Thus 
Saas this buſineſs ſtifled for the preſent, none 


Peing ſo well able to lay the evil ſpirit as thoſe 
hat had raiſed it. But either the General's am- 
B 2 | bition 
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bition was ſo great, that he could not forbear 
aſcending the throne, till the time limited by 
the parliament for their ſitting was expired; or 
his fears haſtened him to the accompliſhment of 
his defign, leſt the diſintereſted proceeding of 
the parliament, who were about to leave the 
nation under a form of government that provi- 
ded ſufficiently for the good of the community, 
might work the people into a greater averſion to 

his ſelfiſh defign. Certain it is, that he vehe- 
mently deſired to be rid of this parliament, that 
had performed ſuch great things, having ſubdued 
their enemies in England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 
eſtabliſhed the liberty of the people; reduced the 
kingdom of Portugal to ſuch terms as they 
thought fit to grant; maintained a war againſt 
the Dutch with that conduct and ſucceſs, that it 
feemed now drawing to a happy concluſion 
recovered our reputation at fea, fecured our 
trade, and provided a powerful fleet for the ſer- 
vice of the nation. And however the malice 
of their enemies may endeavour to deprive them 
of the glory which they juſtly merited; yet it 
will appear to unprejudiced poſterity, that they 
were a diſintereſted and impartial parliament, who 
though they had the ſovereign power of the three 
nations in their hands for the ſpace of ten or 
twelve years, did not in all that time give a- 
way amongſt themſelves ſo much as their forces 
ſpent in three months, no, not ſo much as they 
pent in one, from the time that the parliament 
conſiſted but of one houſe, and the government 
was for med into a commonwealth. To which 
ought to be added, that, after ſo many toils and 
hazards, ſo much trouble and loſs for the pu- 
lic good, they were not unwilling to put an 
5 end 
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nd to their power, and to content themſelves 
ith an equal ſhare with others, for the whole 
eward of their labours. Of this Cromwel was 
ery ſenſible, as well as of their great ſkill and 
Wxperience in the management of public affairs, 
Ind of the good eſteem they had acquired a- 
WD onglt the moſt diſcerning part of the nation; 
ad therefore was very deſirous to lay them a- 
ae with as little noiſe as might be. To this 
Ind, after he had reſolved not to ſuffer the act 
Wor their diſſolution to be finiſhed, he would 
Needs perſuade them to be the inſtruments of 
Weir own deſtruction, by putting a period to 
Whcnſclves, and at the ſame time inveſting a 
Wertain number with the ſupreme authority; not 
Woubting, when they had fo done, to find pre- 
Wences enough to diſperſe any ſuch ; well know- 
ns, that when the face of civil authority was 
Ynce taken away, the power would naturally fall 
nto the hands of that perſon who had the great- 
ſ intereſt in the army, which he ſuppoſed to be, 
imſelf. This made him join with Maj.-Gen. 
arriſon; being confident that when he had 
ſed him and his party to diſſolve the preſent 
government, he could cruſh both him and them 
it his pleaſure. ' And though it was no difficult 
natter to diſcover this, yet thoſe poor deluded, 
owever well-meaning men, would not believe. 
t. But all were not ſo blind: for divers mem- 
ders of the parliament, whom he endeavoured 
o cajole into a good opinion of his deſign, be- 
Ing very ſenſible of the great miſchiefs that muſt 
eceſſarily enſue from ſuch courſes, reſolved ei- 
er to diſſuade him from them, or endeavour 
o countermine him therein. To this end, they 
ad ſeveral meetings with Cromwel: at one of 

t B 3 which, 
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which, when he and his party laboured to ſhew 
that it was impoſlible for the parliament, con- 
fiſting, as they ſaid, for the moſt part of men 
intereſted in the corruptions of the law and the 
clergy, to effect thoſe things that good men ex- 
pected from them ; Maj. Salloway deſired of 
them, that before they took away the preſent 
authority, they would declare what they would 
have eſtabliſhed in its room. To which it was re- 
plied by one of the General's party, That it was 
neceſſary to pull down this government, and it 
would be time enough then to conſider what 
ſhould be placed in the room of it. So both 
parties underſtanding one another, prepared to i 
ſecure themſelves. 
The parliament now perceiving to what kind 
of exceſſes the madneſs of the army was like to | 
carry them, reſolved to leave as a legacy to the 
people the government of a commonwealth by 
their repreſentatives, when aſſembled in parlia- 
ment, and in the intervals thereof by a council 
of ſtate, choſen by them; and to continue till 
the meeting of the next ſucceeding parliament, 
to whom they were to give an accaunt of their 
conduct and management. To this end, they 
reſolved, without any farther delay, to paſs the 
act for their own diĩſſolution. Of which Crom- 
wel having notice, makes haſte to the houſe ; iſ 
where he fat down, and heard the debate for 
fome time. Then calling to Maj.-Gen. Harri- 
fon, who was on the other fide of the houſe, to 
come to him, he told him, © That he judged 
© the parliament ripe for a diſſolution,” and this 
to be the time of doing it. The Major-General i 
anſwered, as he fince told me; © Sir, The work 
is very great and dangerous; therefore J — 
ab re 
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fire you ſeriouſly to conſider of it before you 
engage in it,” Tou ſay well,” replied the 
W-eneral ; and thereupon fat (till for about a quar- 
r of an hour. And then the queſtion for paſ- 
Wo the bill being to be put, he ſaid again to 
aj.-Gen. Harriſon, ** This is the time I muſt 
do it;“ and ſuddenly ſtanding up, made 4 
WW cch, wherein he loaded the parliament with 
e vileſt reproaches; charging them not to 
ve a heart to do any thing for the public 
od, to have eſpouſed the corrupt intereſt of 
eſbytery and the lawyers, who were the ſup- 
Wrters of tyranny and oppreſſion ; accuſing 
em of an intention to perpetuate themſelves 
power, had they not been forced to the paſ- 
g of this act, which he affirmed they deſigned 
ver to obſerve; and thereupon told them, 
Wat the Lord had done with them, and had 
Woſen other inſtruments for the carrying on his 
Work that were more worthy. This he ſpoke 


iich ſo much paſſion and diſcompoſure of mind, 
11S if he had been diſtracted. Sir Peter Went- 


t, North ſtood up to anſwer him, and faid, That 
ir is was the firſt time that ever he had heard 
y Mech unbecoming language given to the parlia- 
1e ent; and that it was the more horrid in that it 


ame from their ſervant, and their ſervant whom 
ey had ſo highly truſted and obliged. But as 
2 was going on, the General ſtept into the 
jidſt of the houſe ; where, continuing his diſ- 
acted language, he ſaid, © Come, come, I will 
put an end to your prating.” Then w_ 
and down the houſe like a madman, an 

king the ground with his feet, he cried out, 
You are no parliament, I ſay you are no par- 
liament; I will put an end to your — 

40 
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& call them in, call them in.” Whereupon the 
Serjeant attending the parliament, opened the 
doors ; and Lt-Col. Worſley with two files of 
muſketeers entered the houſe. Which Sir Hen- 
ry Vane obſerving from his place, ſaid aloud, 
«© This is not honeſt, yea it is againſt morality 
& and common honeſty,” Then Cromwel fell 
a-railing at him, crying out with a loud voice, 
& O Sir Henry Vane, Sir Henry Vane! the 
4 Lord deliver me from Sir Henry Vane!” 
Then looking upon one of the members, he 
aid, © There ſits a drunkard; and giving much 
reviling language to others, he commanded the 
mace to be taken away, ſaying, © What ſhall 
% we do with this bauble ? Here, take it away.” 
Having brought all into this diſorder, Maj.-Gen. 

Harriſon went to the Speaker as he fat in the 
Chair, and told him, That ſeeing things were 
reduced to this paſs, it would not be convenient 
for him to remain there. The Speaker anſwer- 
ed, That he would not come down unleſs he 
were forced. Sir, ſaid Harriſon, I will lend 
« you my hand;” and thereupon putting his 
hand within his, the Speaker came down. Then 
Cromwel applied himſelf to the members of the 
houſe, who were in number between 80 and 
100, and ſaid to them, © Tis you that have 
& forced me to this; for I have ſought the Lord 
« night and day, that he would rather ſlay me, 
* than put me upon the doing of this work.” 


Hereupon Alderman Allen, a member of parlia- 
ment, told him, that it was not yet gone ſo far, 
but all things might be reſtored again; and that 
if the ſoldiers were commanded out of the houſe, 
and the mace returned, the public affairs might 


go on in their former courſe, But Cromwel, 
having 
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aving now paſſed the Rubicon, not only reject- 
d his advice, but charged him with an account 
pf ſome hundred thouſand pounds; for which 
e threatened to queſtion him, he having been 
long treaſurer for the army; and in a rage com- 
mitted him to the cuſtody of one of the muſke- 
teers. Alderman Allen told him, That it was 
well known, that it had not been his fault thar 
his account was not made up long ſince; that 
he had often tendered it to the houſe; and that 
he aſked no favour from any man in that matter. 
Cromwel, having acted this treacherous and im- 
pious part, ordered the guard to ſee the houſe 
cleared of all the members; and then ſeized up- 
on the records that were there, and at Mr. Sco- 
bel's houſe. After which he went to the Clerk, 
and ſnatching the act of diſſolution, which was 
eady to paſs, out of his hand, he put it under 
his cloak; and having commanded the doors to 
be locked up, went away to W hitehall. 

This villanous attempt was much encouraged 
by Nieuport and the other Ambaſſadors lately ar- 
rived from Holland, with inſtructions to con- 
clude a peace; who finding the parliament ſup- 
ported by the affections of the people, becauſe 
acting for their intereſt, and therefore not to be 

forced, much leſs cheated into an unjuſt and diſ- 
advantageous agreement, inſtigated Cromwel to 
ake the power into his hands; well underſtand- 
ng, that he would ſoon be neceſſitated to make 
peace with them upon what terms they ſhould 
hink fit; in the mean time reſolving to inter- 
Hupt our trade, and to put the nation to a great 
WE pence to maintain a fleet for the guard of the 
eas, Which they knew the people would be un- 
ling to keep when they ſhould perceive that 

it 
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it ſerved only to uphold and ſtrengthen a tyran- 
ny. They alſo had made preparations to ſend 
over money, arms, and men, with Lt-Gen. Mid- 
dleton, to enable the mountaineers of Scotland 
to give diſturbance to the Engliſh intereſt there, 

Cromwel being returned to Whitehall, found 
the council of war in debate concerning this 
weighty affair, and informed them, that he had 
done it, and that they needed not to trouble them- 
ſelves any further about it. Some of the offi- 
cers of the army well affected to the public cauſe, 
and not of his junto, of whom were Col. Okey 
and others, repaired to the General, to deſire 
ſatisfaction in that proceeding ; conceiving that 
the way they were now going, tended to ruin 
and confuſion. To theſe, having not yet taken 
off his maſk, but pretending to more honeſty 
and ſelf-denial than ever, he profeſſed himſelf 
reſolved to do much more good, and with more 
expedition, than could be expected from the 
parliament. Which profeſſions from him put 
molt of them to ſilence; and moved them to a 
reſolution of waiting for a farther diſcovery of 
his deſign, before they would proceed to a breach 
and diviſion from him. But Col. Okey being 
jealous that the end would be bad, becauſe the 
means were ſuch as made them juſtly ſuſpected 
of hypocriſy, inquired of Col. Deſborough what 
his meaning was to give ſuch high commenda- 
tions to the parliament, when he endeavoured 
to diſſuade the officers of the army from petiti- 
oning them for a diſſolution, and ſo ſhort a time 
after, to eject them with ſo much ſcorn and con- 
tempt; who had no other anſwer to make, but 
that if ever he drolled in his life, he had drolled 


then. 
We 
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uy We who were in Ireland being not fo well 
wy formed of theſe clandeſtine practices, and no 
= confident that the principles of ſome men 
nd ho joined in this attempt were directed to the 
- 4 od of the nation; and that though ſome might 


2 ſuch arrant knaves as to have other deſigns, 
et truſting that an impoſlibility of accompliſh- 
ig the ſame would oblige them to fall in with 


me e public intereſt, and not to be fo very fool - 
fi- to attempt the ſetting up for themſelves, tho? 
ſe, e could not but have ſome doubts of the ill 
<<) gaſequences of theſe things, yet thought our- 


Wl ves, by the rules of charity, obliged to hope 
We beſt; and therefore continued to act in our 
aces and ſtations as before. : 8 


en cCromwel having interrupted the parliament 
[ty the morning of the 2oth of April 1653, came 
elf the afternoon to the council of ſtate, who 
Th Were aſſembled to do their duty at the uſual 


ace, accompanied by Maj.-Gen. Lambert and 
ol. Harriſon, and told them at his entrance, 


2 2 HW Gentlemen, If you are met here as private 
of perſons, you ſhall not be diſturbed ; but if as 
ch a council of ſtate, this is no place for you; 
ng and ſince you cannot but know what was done 


at the houſe in the morning, ſo take notice, 
that the parliament is diſſolved.” To this 
exjeant Bradſhaw anſwered, Sir, We have 
heard what you did at the houſe in the 


ed morning, and before many hours all England 
ti- will hear it. But, Sir, you are miſtaken to 
nc think that the parliament is diſſolved; for no 
n' power under heaven can diſſolve them but 
” We themſelves: therefore take you notice of that.“ 


mething more was ſaid to the fame purpoſe 
Bir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr. Love, and Mr. Scot. 


Ind then the council of ſtate perceiving them» 
| ſelves 
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ſelves to be under the ſame violence, departed, 
Soon after Cromwel had thus barbarouſly 
treated the parliament, and effaced the civil au- 
thority, he ſent for Maj. Salloway and Mr. John 
Carew; to whom he complained of © the great 
« weight of affairs that by this undertaking was 
e fallen upon him; affirming, that the thoughts 
< of the conſequences thereof made him to 
* tremble; and therefore deſired them to free 
« him from the temptations that might be laid 
< before him; and, to that end, to go imme- 
% diately to the Chief Juſtice St. John's, Mr, 
<< Selden, and ſome others, and endeavour toi 
< perſuade them to draw up ſome inſtrument of 
“ government that might put the power out of i 
his hands.” To this it was anſwered by Maj. 
Salloway, The way, Sir, to free you from 
<< this temptation, is for you not to look upon 
< yourſelf to be under it, but to reſt perſuaded, 
<c that the power of the nation is in the good 
% people of England, as formerly it was.“ 
Cromwel perceiving, by this anſwer, that he 
was better underſtood than he could have wiſh - 
ed, fell upon another expedient before he would 
openly diſcover himſelf, appointing a meeting 
of the chief officers of the army to be at White-l 
hall, in order to conſider what was fit to be 
done in this exigency. } 

Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. Harriſon, and divers 
other officers, were at this aſſembly ; where Maj. 
Salloway, though he had then no command, 
was deſired to be preſent. Maj.-Gen. Lambert 


moved, that a few perſons, not exceeding the 9 
number of ten or twelve, might be intruſted ii 
with the ſupreme power. Maj.-Gen. Harriſon 


was for a greater number; inclining moſt toi 


that of ſeventy, being the number of which the 
| Jewiſh 
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Tewiſh ſanhedrim conſiſted. But after ſome de- 
ate it was reſolved, that out of each county and 
ity in England, Ireland, and Scotland, a cer- 
ain number of perſons, as near as might be pro- 
Wportionable to their payments toward the pu- 
blic charge, ſhould be nominated by the council 


hts OF officers to be ſent for, to meet at Weſtmin- 

toßg ger on a certain day; where all the authority of 
T cc the nation ſhould be delivered into their hands, 
aid Wy an inſtrument ſigned and ſealed by the Gene- 
Ne- Wal and the officers, obliging themſelves, to yield 
Mr, obedience to their orders. The Gentlemen who 


ere ſummoned, met at the time and place ap- 


t of pointed; where, after they had heard the Gene- 
of al's harangue, in which he ſeemed to acknow- 
Tay. edge the goodnels of the Lord, in that he ſaw 
om that day wherein the ſaints began their rule in 
on he earth, &c. they went into the houſe where- 
ed, in the parliament uſed to ſit, where they voted 


We hcmſclves to be the parliament of the common- 
ealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland. Ma- 


hey of the members of this aſſembly had mani- 
iſh·feſted a good affection to the public cauſe : but 
uld Wome there were among them who were brought 
ing in as ſpies and trapanners ; and though they had 


been always of the contrary party, made the 

igheſt pretenſions to honeſty, and the ſervice 

of the nation. This aſſembly therefore, being 

ompoſed for the moſt part of honeſt and well- 

_—_— perſons, who having good intentions, 
$ 


ere leſs ready to ſuſpect the evil deſigns of o- 
ert hers, thought themſelves in full poſſeſſion of 
the he power and authority of the nation; and 


herefore proceeded to the making of laws rela- 
ing to the public; amongſt others one concern- 
ing the plantation of Ireland, ſettling the lands 
Vor. II. E there 
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ſummoned a council of officers to adjuſt the ar- 


- Too acres; the county of Wexford at 800 l. 


naught, had their arrears aſſigned in lands about 
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there upon the adventurers and ſoldiers, 'toge- 
ther with an act for mariners ; one for payment 
of ſome public debts, with divers others. They 
alſo made ſome progreſs in the reformation of 
the law, having appointed a committee to that 
end. 

In Ireland we diſbanded ſome of our forces, to 
the number of about 5000 horſe and foot; and 


» * 
D 
Ne 


rears of the ſoldiers, and to put them into poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land aſſigned for their ſatisfaction; 
who, judging that it would not hold out to ſatiſ- 
fy the whole, rated the beſt land of each county 
according to its intrinſic value; reſerving the 
worſt to be equally diſtributed amongſt them, 
when the arrears ſhould appear to be ſatisfied on 
the foot of the new valuation. The county of 
Dublin was in this eſtimate rated at 1 500 l. for 


the county of Kilkenny at 1000 I. All which 
counties being within the province of Lempſter, Wl 
were rated by the act at 6001. for 1000 acres. il 
Inſtructions were alſo given to the committee for 
ſtating the accounts of the arrears of the ſoldiers; 
by which thoſe who were diſbanded in Con- 


Slego, thoſe in Munſter in the county of Cork, 
Sc. Thoſe who had been for ſome time with 
the Lord Inchiquin, and therefore thought fit 
to be diſbanded, had their arrears aſſigned (up- 
on my deſire) together, about Collen, in the 
county of Kilkenny, that they might be the bet- 
ter able to defend themſelves, and aſſiſt their 
friends upon occaſion. Col. Theophilus Jones's 
regiment was reduced, his own troop and ſome 
others appointed to complete mine, and Col. 

Jones 
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nes to be Major of my regiment, in the room 
Sf Col. Warden, who was diſbanded. 

The pay of ſome of the officers of the army 
as alſo reduced ; but yet they now received the 
ay of ſeven days per week, whereas before they 
Lad but four: but the general officers who had 
een paid ſeven days for a week, had ſome ten 

hillings, others five ſhillings per day, abated of 
Heir pay. Amongſt whom it fell heavier on me 


of Wn any other: for as my work was double, 
n: Noth as a commiſſioner of parliament, and Lieu- 
6 WWE 1ant-General of the Horſe, ſo were my expen- 
ty Es alſo; being obliged to keep a more plenti- 


| table than any other of the commiſſioners, 
nd more than twenty horſes continually in my 
alle rea y for ſervice. But indeed, could I have 

Wen our victories employed to the good of the 


for ommonwealth, I ſhould have been ſatisfied 
1 Without any other encouragement. And I can 
ich Wlearly make it appear, that, during the four 


ears I ſerved in Ireland, I expended 4500 l. 
f my own eſtate more than all the pay that I 
eceived. 


* The commiſſioners for the management of 
1 fairs by ſea having not finiſhed the time limit- 


by the parliament for their aQing, nor clear- 
ſeeing to what extremities things would be 
Wriven, continued to act in their ſtation ; which 
Whey did with that diligence and vigour, that 


fit nce the late engagement in the Downs they 
8 ad equipped a very conſiderable fleet, and fur- 
5 iched it with all forts of proviſions, ammuni- 


on, and men. This fleet was commanded by 
ean and Monk as Admirals, by Penn as Vice 


+ admiral, and by Lawſon as Rear-Admiral. On 
L e ad of June 1653, early in the morning, 


C2 they 
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they attacked the Dutch fleet, commanded by 
Van Tromp, Evertzen, De Witt, and De Ruy- 
ter, on the coaſt of Flanders. Lawſon, who 
commanded the blue ſquadron, charged' through 
the Dutch fleet with forty ſhips ; which ſtorm 
falling principally on De Ruyter's ſquadron, 
Van Tromp bore up to his aſſiſtance. Which 
when our Admirals, who were both on the ſame 
ſhip, perceived, they engaged Tromp with the 
body of the fleet, and the fight continued till 
three in the afternoon ; at which time the wind 
coming up contrary to the Engliſh, the Dutch 
fled, and were purſued by the lighteſt of our fri- 


gats. The next morning the two fleets found | 
themſelves again near each other, but for want 
of wind could not come to engage till about 
noon ; at which time the diſpute began, and 


continued very hot on both ſides till ten at night. 
Our fleet charged the Dutch with ſo much reſo- 
Iution, and put them into fo great diforder, that 


though their Admiral fired on them to rally} 


them, he could not procure more than twenty 


ſhips of his whole fleet to ſtand by him, the reſt 3 


making all the fail they could away to the eaſt- 
ward. But the wind blowing a freſh gale from 
the weſtward, ours purſued them ſo effectually, 
that they ſunk ſix of their beſt ſhips, and blew 
up two others that were in the body of their 
fleet; taking eleven of their biggeſt ſhips, and 
two others, with 1300 priſoners, among whom 


were {ix of their principal Captains; and had | 
not the reſt of their fleet ſheltered themſelves | 
between Dunkirk and Calais, where it was un- 
ſafe to expoſe our great ſhips by reaſon of the 
fands, we had probably taken or deſtroyed moſt 
of the reſt. The Hollanders were much ſupe* 
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ior to the Engliſh in number of ſhips ; but ſuch 
as the courage and conduct of our men, that 


y- 
ho e loſt but one ſhip in the fight, had but one 
oh Captain killed, except Adm, Dean, which in- 
ro deed was a great loſs, and about 160 private 


men killed and wounded, Our fleet having put 
their priſoners on ſhore, and left ſome of their 
ſhips to be refitted, returned to the coaſt of 


me 

he Holland, where they took many prizes. The 
till people in Holland, ſeeing themſelves as it were 
nd eſieged by the Engliſh fleet, conſtrained the 
ch MEnagiſtrates by their clamours to ſend their fleet 
ri: gin to ſea; which they reinforced with divers 
nd reat ſhips, and ſome fireſhips; ſo that they 


ade up in all 140 fail. The Engliſh fleet were 
ittle more in number than ninety, yet reſolved 


ut 

nd o fight the enemy; and accordingly, detaching 
TA he lighteſt of their frigats, aſſiſted by ſome 
5. preater ſhips, they engaged the Dutch, and 


1aintained the fight till they were ſeparated by 


at 

ly be night. The next day little was done; but 
ry en the day after they fought again: and though 
04 rvany of our men were ſick of the ſcurvy, and 
ft. that the Dutch had fireſhips, of which we had 
m none, the wind alſo entirely favouring them; 


* by - 
nner OE 


* yet did the fight continue in equal balance till 
* two or three in the afternoon; about which time 
ir heir Admiral Van Tromp was killed with a 
ad muſket-ball, as he walked upon the deck with 


a 1 his ſword drawn. This fo diſcouraged the ene- 


m3 

ad ny, that they made all the haſte they could a- 
os ay towards the Texel; and were purſued with 
1. hat diligence by ours, that the ſhip of Corne- 


ius Evertzen was ſunk, with about thirty more, 
s we were informed by the priſoners taken, or 
uved from periſhing. The victory was. great, 
1 C 3 but 


* 
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but coſt us dear; for we loſt eight of our brave 
Captains, whoſe names were, Graves, Peacock, 
Taylor, Criſp, Newman, Cox, Owen, and 
Chapman, with about 400 men. We had alſo 
about 700 wounded, and *amongſt them five 
commanders ; yet we loſt but one ſhip in this 
fight. Our Admiral having put his priſoners, 
with the wounded men, on ſhore, and taken in 
proviſions, returned with the fleet to the coaſt 
of Holland; where many of the officers of the 
enemy's fleet, and others, ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledged, that the hand of God was againſt them, 
and that they ought not to contend any longer 
with us. 

The Engliſh fleet being now abſolute maſters 
of the ſea, no ſhip could ſtir out of the Texel 
without their permiſſion, The Dutch were 
willing to impute their ill ſucceſs to the treache- 
ry and cowardice of their officers. But ſo it was, 
by the bleſſing of God upon the endeavours of 
the parliament and their fleet, that, ſince the be- 
ginning of the war, we had taken, ſunk, and 
deſtroyed, between 14 and 1500 of their ſhips, 
of which many were conſiderable men of war. 
Their ſeamen generally declined the ſervice 
neither had they a ſufficient number of ſhips to 
put to ſea, though they had been furniſhed with 
all other accommodations. In ſhort, matters 
were brought to that paſs, that Mynheer Nieu- 
port, one of the Ambaſſadors from Holland, 
demanded of ſome of the parliament-party what 
they intended to do with them; endeavouring 
by all means poſlible to perſuade them, that the 
ruin of the Dutch would be prejudicial to them- 
ſelves. Our friends plainly told him, that they 
deſired nothing but a coaleſcence with _ 
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N 4 d then would be as ready to promote the good 

f 

| 


: f Holland as their own. To this the Ambaſ- 
ador replied, That he would engage his maſters 
ould ſend us a blank; and that what condi- 


ve ions ſoever we ſhould think fit to write on it, 
11s hey would ſubſcribe. Soon after they ſent Am- 
rs, Naſſadors to treat in good earneſt concerning a 
in Neace; which they were the more neceſſitated 
iſt o do, by reaſon of ſome diviſions amongſt 
he emſelves on account of the Prince of Orange's 


Wntereſt. But this attempt proved ineffeCtual, 
nd they not able to prevail, as long as the face 
f authority remained in England, without con» 
ning to the coaleſcence. For many'of the 
eſent aſſembly acting with ſincerity for the pu- 
ic, and therefore little ſuſpecting the treache» 
Wy of others, reſolved, whilſt they had opportu- 
ity, to be doing their duty, and to diſcharge 


8, he truſt committed to their care, according to 
of he beſt of their judgment, for the good of the 
e- ommonwealth. They iſſued forth orders for 
d egulating the exciſe and cuſtoms, and enlarged 


he powers of the committee eſtabliſhed' for 
rade. They made all neceſſary preparations 
or carrying on the war by ſea; and declared 
en. Robert Blake, Gen. George Monk, Maj.“ 
en. Deſborough, and Vice-Adm. Penn, to be 
Ihe four Generals of the fleet of the common» 
ealth; impowering them, with ſome others, 
o ͤ manage the affairs of the admiralty for fix 
nonths. They alſo gave order to prepare an 
er to erect a high court of juſtice for proceed> 
g againſt ſuch as ſhould ſurpriſe or betray any 
f the fortreſſes, magazines, or ſhips of the 
ommonwealth, into the hands of the enemy; 
Ind alſo againſt thoſe who ſhould, * 
] 8 


r — 


7 © IQ w .,z 


* 


— > Y. 0, OY 


32 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq, 


the laws already made, proclaim any to be King 
of England or Ireland; whereby it is manifeſt 
they ſuſpected the deſign on foot, though their 
Jealouly did not at all defer, but rather haſten 
the execution of it. 

The perfidious Cromwel, having forgot his 
moſt ſolemn profeſſions and former vows, as 
well as the blood and treaſure that had been 
ſpent in this conteſt, thought it high time to 
take off the maſk; and reſolved to ſacrifice all 
our victories and deliverances to his pride and 
ambition, under colour of taking upon him the 
office as it were of a High Conſtable, in order to 
keep the peace of the nation, and to reſtrain 
men from cutting one another's throats. One 
difficulty yet remained to obſtruct his deſign ; 
and that was, the convention which he had aſ- 
ſembled, and inveſted with power, as well as 
earneſtly ſolicited to reform the law, and reduce 
the clergy to. a more evangelical conſtitution, 
And having ſufficiently alarmed thoſe intereſts, 


and ſhewn them their danger from the conven- 


tion, he informs them farther, that they cannot 
be ignorant of the confuſion that all things are 
brought into by the immoderate zeal of thoſe in 
authority, and to what extremities matters might 
be reduced, if permitted to go on; poſlibly, ſaid 


he, to the utter extirpation of law and goſpel Wl 


from amongſt us; and therefore adviſed, that 
they would join their intereſts to his, in order 
to prevent this inundation. His propoſition was 
readily embraced by the corrupt part of the 
lawyers and clergy ; and ſo he became their pro- 


tector, and they the humble ſupporters of his 
tyranny. But that his uſurpation might ſeem Wl 


leſs horrid, he ſo contrived it by his m— 
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at ſome of the convention muſt openly mani- 


a cheic diſapprobation of their own proceed- 


gs, and under divers ſpecious pretences put a 


eriod to their ſitting. To this end, it was a- 


Freed by Mr. Rouſe, chairman to that aſſembly, 
nd the reſt of Cromwel's junto, to meet earlier 
the houſe than was uſual ; which was done 
xccordingly on the 12th of December 1653, 
oping, by ſurpriſe, to obtain a vote for their 
diſſolution, Being met, Col. Sydenham, Sir 
harles Wolſely, and others, according to their 


| nſtructions, bitterly inveighed againſt the tranſc 


aions of the convention; and particularly 


harged them with a deſign to deſtroy the army; 


y not making a ſufficient and timely proviſion 
Wor their pay. They alledged, that though they 


ad voted them a ſum of money; yet having 
eſolved to raiſe it by way of a pound-rate, it 


Would take up ſo much time to bring it in, that 


e army muſt either ſtarve by want, or oppreſs 
he country by free quarter. A ſecond ground 


| 1 df their invectives was taken from a motion 


ade, that the great officers of the army ſhould 


Werve without pay for one year. They accuſed 


hem alſo of endeavouring to deſtroy the clergy, 


be law, and the propriety of the ſubject; in- 


ancing in their denying a right of preſentation 


Wo the patrons of eccleſiaſtical benefices. In ge- 


eral, that they had not a frame of ſpirit to do 


i uſtice; which they would have made out by 


eir not relieving Sir John Stawell, when he 
ade his application to them. Thus they en- 


3 leavoured to cajole the clergy, lawyers, cava- 
ers, and all intereſts, except that which they 
ould have had moſt regard to. 


They thought to have prevented any debate 
about- 


the beſt, to preſeribe what religion they pleaſed 
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about their deſign, by meeting ſo early in the 
morning ; but they were deceived, and enough 
found in the houſe to anſwer their objections. 
To that concerning the army it was ſaid, That 
the pound-rate was found to be the moſt equal 
way of raiſing money, and therefore reſolved 
upon by them ; not at all doubting that it would 
come in ſoon enough for the ſoldiers ſupply : | 
that they thought it reaſonable and juſt, that the 
great officers of the army, who were poſſeſſed of 
plentiful eſtates, and had received all their ar- 
rears, ſhould abate ſomewhat of their ſuperflui- 
ties, and ſerve for a little time freely, as well as 
thoſe who were employed in civil affairs, whoſe 
labour and hazard was as great, and both equal- 
ly concerned in the public good ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering how much this conduct would contri- 
bute to the eaſe and ſatisfaction of the people, 
who could not be ignorant that there were now 
no preſſing occaſions of charge or danger, the 
enemy being every where entirely ſubdued. To 
what had been done in order to a reformation 
of the law and clergy, it was anſwered, That as 
they conceived there was great need of it, ſo 
they had been told, that they were called toge- 
ther principally for that end; and that if they 
had done any thing too much therein, the Gen- 
tlemen who blamed them for it were very unfit 
ſo to do, having themſelves been the men that 
preſſed them continually to go much farther than 
they had done. To the objection concerning 
preſentations, they ſaid, That the method uſed 
therein ſeemed to them too unreaſonable to be 
continued; it being in effect to give a power to 
the greateſt of the pariſh, who were not always 


to 
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> the pariſhioners, by preſenting a perſon, how- 
vever unfit for that office, to be their Miniſter, 
Laſtly, In anſwer to the charge of denying re- 
ief to Sir John Stawell, it was anſwered, That 
he conſideration of that matter was before them, 
and that they would not fail to act as his caſe 
deſerved. The debate thus ſpun out, the houſe 
degan to fill; ſo that Cromwel's party, deſpair- 
ng to carry their deſign by vote, broke off in 
an abrupt manner, ſaying, That it was not a 
ime to debate, but to do ſomething that might 
prevent thoſe inconveniences which they pre- 
ended did threaten them. Then Mr. Rouſe, 

ho was of the plot, deſcending from his chair, 

ent out of the houſe, and, with the reſt of the 
abal, repaired to Whitehall ; where they ſub- 
cribed a writing, taking notice of the power 

ith which the army had intruſted them, and 
df the ſenſe they had of their own inability to 
dring any thing to perfection for the good and 


Wettlement of the nation; and that therefore 
hey reſigned that power into the hands of 


romwel, from whom they had received it. 
The other part of that aſſembly, who came 


ich honeſt minds and ſincere intentions to per- 


n 2 
n 2 * 


orm their duty, and to ſerve their country, kept 
heir places in the houſe, and would not quit 
hem till they were removed by a guard of ſol- 
liers ſent by Cromwel to that end. And it 
eems remarkable, that though this body of 
en had not a clear authority according to the 

ational conſtitution, and were called together 
ith a deſign of rendering them odious, as well 

s to ſcare the lawyers and clergy into a com- 
liance with Cromwel ; yet many being convin- 
ed of the reCtitude of their intentions, were 
brought 
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broupht over daily to approve their actions, 
And as this treacherous and unworthy reſigna- 
tion of the power to Cromwel could not be car- 
ried by a vote in the houſe; ſo I have been in- 
formed, that the major part of thoſe who were 
members of that afſembly, could never be per- 
ſuaded to ſign the paper for that reſignation, 
though importuned to it by all politic and de- 
viliſh arguments imaginable. 

This convention, who derived all the autho- 
Tity they had from Cromwel, being diſſolved, 
after they had driven the clergy and corrupt part 
of the lawyers into his net, as had been deſigned, 
all men were full of expectation what ſtep he 
would take next to advance himſelf. And be- 
<auſe all honeſt men who ſtood near the centre 
of his actions had loſt all hopes of good from 
him, he began to court and cajole thoſe that 
were at a diſtance; whom he hoped the more 
eaſily to ſurpriſe, as leſs acquainted with his 
treacherous deſigns. Amongſt others I received 
a meſſage from him by one of my relations, to 
aſſure me of his friendſhip, and intentions to do 
as much for me as for any man. | 

After a few days, a council of field-officers 
was ſummoned ; where Maj.-Gen. Lambert ha- 
ving rehearſed the ſeveral ſteps and degrees by 
which things had been brought to the preſent 
ſtate wherein they were, and preſſed the neceſſity 
incumbent upon the army, to provide ſomething 
in the room of what was lately taken away, 
preſented to them a paper, intitled, An in/tru-Wi 
ment. of government, which he read in his place. 
Some of the officers being convinced, that the 
contents of this inſtrument tended to the ſacri- 
&cing all our labours to the luſt and ambition offi 
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a ſingle perſon, began to declare their unwil- 
lingneſs to concur in it. But they were inter- 
rupted by the Major - General; and informed, that 
it was not now to be diſputed, whether this 

rel ſhould be the form of government or not; for 
that was already refolved, it having been under 
conſideration for two months paſt: neither was 
it brought before them with any other intention, 
than to give them permiſſion to offer any a- 
mendment they might think fit, with a promiſe 
that they ſhould be taken into conſideration, 
The council of officers perceiving to what terms 
they were reſtrained, propoled, that it might 
be declared in this inſtrument, that the General 
of the army ſhould, after this firſt time, be held 


incapable of being Protector; (for that was the 
mn title given by this inſtrument to the chief magi- 
un ſtrate, though ſome were ſaid to have moved 
re that it might be King); that none of the rela- 
his tions of the laſt, Protector ſhould be choſen. at 


the next ſucceeding election; and that a general 
ouncil of all the commiſſion- officers who were 
about the town, ſhould be ſummoned to con- 
ider thereof. To theſe propaſitions they could 
obtain no other anſwer, than that they ſhould 
be offered to the General, which was the title 
they yet gave to Cromwel. At the next meet- 
ing of officers, it was not thought fit to conſult 
vith them at all; but they were openly told by 


un laj.-Gen. Lambert, that the General would 
2 ake care of managing the civil government. 
1 nd then, having required them to repair to their 


ecpective charges, where their troops and com- 
pics lay, that they might preſerve the public 
eeace, he diſmiſſed them. | 

Thus was this important buſineſs, that ſo 
Vol. II. D highly 
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highly concerned the nation, and in ſome meaſure 
all Europe, in a clandeſtine manner carried on 
and huddled up by two or three perſons; for 
more they were not who were let into the ſecret 
of it: ſo that it may juſtly be called a work of 
darkneſs. This inſtrument appointed the legiſ- 
lative power to be in the repreſentative of the 
people, and the Protector; that a parliament 
ſhould be choſen every three years, which ſhould 
ſit five months, if they thought fit, without any 
interruption ; that their firſt meeting ſhould be 
on the 13th of September next enſuing; that the 
members of whom the parliament was to con- 
fiſt, ſhould be choſen by the people; that what- 
ſoever they would have enacted, ſhould be pre- 
ſented to the Protector for his conſent; and that 
if he did not confirm it within twenty days af- 
ter it was firſt tendered to him, it ſhould have 
the force and obligation of a law; provided that 
it extended not to leſſen the number or pay of 
the army, to puniſh any man on account of his 
conſcience, or to make any alteration in the in- 
ſtrument of government; in all which a nega- 
tive was reſerved to the ſingle perſon. It pro- 
vided alſo, that all writs ſhould iſſue out in the 
Protector's name; that moſt of the magiſtrates 
ſhould be appointed, and all honours conferred, 
by him; that he ſhould have the power of the 
militia by fea and land; that, in the intervals 
of parliament, the nation ſhould be governed 
by the Protector and his council, who were not 
to exceed the number of one and twenty, nor 
to be under thirteen. The firſt perſons nomi- 
nated to be of his council, were, Maj.-Gen. 
Lambert, Col. Deſborough, Mr. Henry Law- 
rence, Sir Charles Wolſely, Col. William Sy- 
| | denham, 


=Y uk = fwd ow wail ax 


Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eq; 39 


denham, Mr. Francis Rouſe, Philip Viſc. Liſle, 
Col. Philip Jones, Col. Montague, Mr. Richard 
Major, Walter Strickland, Eſq; Sir Gilbert Pic- 
kering, Maj.-Gen. Skippon, and Sir Anthony 
Aſhley-Cooper ; in all fourteen. It was obſer- 
ved, that in the choice of this council, ſuch were 
put in for the moſt part who had been principal 
inſtruments in the interraption of the late aſſem- 
bly, and leading men in the reſignation of that 
power into the hands of Cromwel. And becauſe 
nothing of honour or conſcience could be pre- 
ſumed to oblige them to be faithful to Cromwel 
nd his goverument, though they took an oath 
o that purpoſe, he, as a public robber, having 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the purſe of the nation, dif? 
ributed 1000 l. a- year to each of his council. 
He alſo eſtabliſhed a commiſhon for the viewing 
nd taking care of all foreſts, fees, and lands be. 
longing to the late King, Queen, and Prince, 
nder pretence of improving them to the ad- 
antage of the commonwealth ; but indeed in 
order to convert them to his own profit. The 
anagement of the treaſury was put into the 
ands of Col. Deſborough, Montague, and Sy- 
denham, who were his creatures: to whom was 
added Mr. William Maſham, a worthy Gentle- 
men, and a member of parliament, placed there 
by Cromwel, upon information that he had di- 
ers relations of conſiderable intereſt in the cler- 


d party, together with a numerous family, and 
0 mall eſtate during his father's life; which con- 


iderations prevailed with the ſaid Gentleman to 
ccept of that employment. Fart 
Things being thus prepared, the Mayor and 
Aldermen of London were required to attend at 
V hitehall in their ſcarlet gowns; whither when 

D 2 they 


0 
4, th 
. 
2 ö 
0 its 
»b4 

„ 

1 : 


174 
in 
«Ts. 
i 


ed to Whitehall in the ſame manner and order 
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they came, the deſign was imparted to them; 
and they, being under the power of an army, 
were forced to contribute to this pageantry, by 
accompanying Cromwel to Weſtminſter-hall. 
The Commiſſioners of the Seal; the Judges, and 
Barons of the Exchequer, marched firſt, the 
council of the commonwealth following them; 
and then the Mayor, Sheriffs, and the Alder- 
men of London, in their robes. After them 
came the General with a great number of the of- 
ficers of the army, Maj.-Gen. Lambert carrying 
the ſword before him into the court of chancery; 
where, after the General had heard the inſtru- 
ment of government read, and taken the oath 
as directed in the cloſe of the faid inſtrument; 
Maj.-Gen. Lambert kneeling, preſented him 
with a ſword in the ſcabbard, repreſenting the 
civil ſword; which Cromwel accepting, put off 
his own ;- intimating thereby, that he would no 
longer rule by the military (word, though like a 
falſe hypocrite he deſigned nothing more. The 
commiſſioners delivered the ſeals to him, and 
the Mayor: of London the ſword; all which he 
reſtored: again, with an exhortation to uſe them 
well ; and having aſſured them that he would 
not have undertaken this charge, but to make 
uſe of it for the good of the public, he return« 
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as he came, His council having taken their 
places, iſſued out orders to all counties and con- 
ſiderable corporations for the proclaiming Oliver 
Cromwel Protector of the commonwealth of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; and care was: 
taken to alter all legal writs and proceſs from the 
title of the Keepers of the Liberties of England, 
to that of Protector. A declaration alſo was pu- 
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bliſhed, impowering all thoſe who ſtood. lawful-» 

y inveſted with any office of judicature, or with. 

the power of the admiralty, on the 20th of the 

preſent December, to continue in their e | 
ments till farther order. 
The news of this great alteration of affairs was 
rery unwelcome to us in Ireland ; becauſe con- 
rary to the oaths which had been taken; and 
ſpecially to the enga * whereby all that 
ook it, promiſed fidelity to the commonwealth 
of England, as it was eſtabliſhed without a King 
pr houſe of Lords: which engagement having 
ubſcribed both with hand and heart, I was re- 
olved to uſe my beſt endeavours, either to op- 
poſe this uſurpation, or at leaſt not to do any 
hing that might contribute to the ſtrengthening 
f it, To this end, when it was preſſed by 
ome court-paraſites amongſt us, that ſeeing 
hings were brought to this paſs, and that there 
vas now no other face of authority in being; 
herefore to prevent the deſigns of our enemies, 
he commiſſioners of parliament ſhould proclaim 
romwel Protector in Dublin, and other parts 
df Ireland; I objected againſt it, as a thing evil 
itſelf, tending to the betraying of our cauſe, 
nd contrary to an act of parliament ; that if it 
vere but dubious whether it were evil or no, 

ve ought at leaſt to expect an order from thoſe 
vho had the power in their hands, which as yet 
e had not received. By this means I hin- 

ered the proclaiming of him in Ireland for more 

han a fortnight, though continually earneſtly 
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reſſed to a compliance. But a day being ap- 
e ointed for the conſideration of that affair, the 
1, ommiſſioners, with three or four chief officers, 
„f whoſe integrity and abilities we had the beſt 
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by the military ſword, contrary to many oaths 
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opinion, met in Lt-Gen. Fleetwood's chamber 
in the caſtle ; where, after near five hours debate, 
and the queſtion put, the votes were found to 
be equal on both ſides. In that inſtant of time 
Mr. Roberts the Auditor-General coming thither 
upon ſome particular buſineſs of the army, Lt- 
Gen. Fleetwood being well acquainted with his 
flattering ſpirit, and earneſtly deſiring to have 
the thing done, gave him liberty to declare his 
opinion; which when he had done in the affir- 
mative, the Lieutenant-General took his cons 
currence (he being a general officer) to be a de- 
ciſion of the controverſy. So it was reſolved to 
be done; and an order directed to be drawn up 
for that purpoſe, which the commiſſioners en- 
deavoured to perſuade me to ſign; but I poſitive- 
ly refuſing ſo to do, they ordered it to be ſigned 
by their Secretary in the name of the commiſ- 
ſion: which way was taken, that it might not 
appear that any of the commiſſioners hands were 
wanting to the proclamation. At this ceremony 
there was but a thin appearance, ſome Captains 
and inferior officers; but no Colonel nor gene- 
ral officer, except Sir Hardreſs Waller and one 
Col. Moore, were preſent. The herald at arms, 
who made proclamation, was clothed in black: 
but the artillery, which was at the command of 
Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, waſted ſome of the powder 
belonging to the public; the: report of which 
was very unwelcome muſic to me, who, deſiring 
to be as far from this pageantry as I could, rode 
out of town that afternoon. 

Having done what I could to obſtruct the pro- 
clamation of that which was called an inſtru- 
ment of government, impoſed upon the people 


and 
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and ſolemn engagements, as well as to the in- 
tereſt and expectations of the people, I thought 
myſelf obliged in duty to act no further in my 
civil capacity as commiſſioner of parliament, leſt 
I ſhould ſeem, by acting with them, to acknow- 
edge this as a lawful authority. To that end, I 
orbore to go to Cork-houſe, which was the uſual 
place where the commiſſioners of parliament 
met. But Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, by great impor- 
tunity, did once prevail with me to be preſent 
here, and to give my advice in ſome — 
hat abſolutely concerned the peace of Ireland; 
after which time I never gave any vote amongſt 
hem, or ſet my hand to any of their orders, 
hough preſſed to do it by divers honeſt and well> 
meaning men. But becauſe I was always ready 
o call in queſtion my- own judgment, when 
different from knowing and conſcientious: per- 
ons, I conſented that a day might be appoint» 


re ed to conſult with them touching my duty in 
this conjuncture. The moſt weighty arguments 
ns hich were then uſed to perſuade me to conti- 


nue in my employments, were, That ſuppoſing 
romwel to be a tyrant, to have no juſt call to 
his p—_ employment, and a wicked man; as 
molt of them were ſo ingenuous to acknowledge 
im to be; yet they declared themſelves to be 
of opinion, that a good man might act under 
im; and for proof of this, they urged the ex- 
ample of Cornelius, who was a centurion under 
Nero. To this I anſwered, That though, in an 
vil government already eſtabliſhed, an honeſt 


o- an may take an employment, and bleſs God 
u- for ſuch an opportunity of doing good; yet our 
ple caſe ſeemed to me to be very different, the diſ- 


pute lying now between tyranny and a 
| an 
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and that I durſt not in any meaſure contribute 
to the ſupport of tyranny againſt the liberty of 
my country. Another argument much preſſed, 
was, That, by declining my ſtation, I ſhould 
neglect an occaſion of doing ſome good, and lay 
a neceſſity upon thoſe in power to employ o- 
thers, who might do miſchief. To this I re- 
plied, That it was not lawful to do the leaſt evil 
for the attaining the greateſt good ; and that I 
apprehended it to be an evil thing to fortify 
Cromwel in his uſurpation; that I hoped 1 
ſhould do more good by my open proteſtation 
againſt his injuſtice, and declining to act under 
him, than by the contrary means: for ſhould 
all men who continued well affected to the in- 
tereſt of the commonwealth, refuſe to act in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, there could be no way 
thought of, in my opinion, more probable to 
reduce the uſurper to his right ſenſes; who not 
daring to truſt ſuch as had acted againſt him, 
mult of neceſlity by this means be left deſtitute 
of inſtruments to carry on his unjuſt deſigns; 
A third argument was, That I ſhould wait to 
ſee how he would uſe his power; which if he 
improved to evil ends, I ſhould then find many 
others to join with, who would be as ready to 
oppoſe him as myſelf. To this alſo I anfwered, 
That I was fully convinced of the injuſtice of 
his undertaking; that he had betrayed his ma- 
ſters, under colour that they would not reform 
the law and the clergy; and that having called 
an aſſembly, in order, as he pretended, to ac- 
compliſh that work, he had now broken them 
alſo for endeavouring to do it; that as ſoon as 
he had made the corrupt intereſts of the nation 
ſenſible of their danger, he had contracted an 
| alliance 
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te lliance with them, and was become their pro- 
of Wc ctor ; that it could not be reaſonably expected 
d, nat he ſhould do any thing towards their refor» 
d ration; becauſe every ſtep; he ſhould take to- 


wards the leſſening of their credit, would tend 
o the weakening of his own authority; and that 
e was no leſs neceſſitated to be a vaſlal to them, 


han he deſigned the reſt of the nation to be 
I res to him. Though for theſe and other 
fy eaſons I durſt not act in my civil capacity, yet 
1 was unwilling to decline the exerciſe of my 


MN ilitary authority as Lieutenant-General of the 
er orſe, having received my commiſſion from the 
Id Parliament; which I refolved to keep, till it 
n- ould be forced from me, and to act by it in 
ne rder to attain thoſe ends for which I received 
ay the principal whereof were, to bring thoſe to 
to uſtice who had been guilty of the blood of ma- 


y thouſands of Engliſh Proteſtants, and to re- 
ore the Engliſh who remained alive, to the 


te ends which had been taken from them by the 
1s; ish. And though much of this work was al 
to ¶eady effected; yet it was no leſs a duty to brin 
he to perfection than to begin it, and to defen 


nur countrymen in a juſt poſſeſſion, than to gain 
to for them. Neither was it impoſſible that as 
d, ne had made uſe of the military {word to de- 
of roy the civil authority; fo others might have 


n opportunity to reſtore it by the ſame means. 
One of the firſt important affairs of Crom- 
el's new government was, to make peace with 
e Dutch; which the low condition they had 
een brought into by the good conduct of the 
arliament made them earneſtly to deſire. In 

e articles, ſome ſeeming proviſion was made 


ar bringing thaſe to juſtice who had — 
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of the blood of the Engliſh at Amboyna, if they 
could be found. The Dutch alſo undertook to 
reimburſe to our merchants the loſſes they ſuſtain 
ed by the ſeizure of twenty two ſhips in Den. 
mark; the duty of ſtriking the flag to the Eng. 
liſh in the narrow ſeas was acknowledged, and 
compliance promiſed with the act of parliament; 
whereby all foreign commodities were forbidden 
to be brought into England fave in Engliſh bot. 
toms, except by ſuch veſſels as properly belong. 
ed to that country where thoſe commodities 
ſhould grow. By another article it was agreed, 
that the enemies of the reſpective nations ſhould 
not be protected by either of them. But there 
was no proviſion made by this treaty for the co- 
aleſcence ſo much inſiſted upon during the ad- 
miniſtration of affairs by the parliament. 
The Lord Whitlock, who had been ſent Am 
baſſador to the crown of Sweden by the parlia- 
ment, acquainted the Queen with the late change 
of government, producing letters of credence 
from Cromwel, and owning him as his maſter; 
upon which he was received as kindly as for 
merly by the Queen, who ſigned the articles a 
greed upon by the two nations, to the great ſa 
tisfaction of both. | 

Cromwel having thus all clear before him, 
and no enemy in the field, except only in th 
highlands of Scotland, a conſiderable army b 
land, and a powerful fleet at ſea, all the ſoldiers 
fully paid, with a month's advance; the ſtores 
ſufficiently ſupplied with all proviſions for ſea 
and land, 300,000 |. of ready money in Eng: 
land, and 150,0001. in the treaſury of Ireland; 
he removed from the Cock-pit, which houſe the 
parliament had aſſigned him, to take poſſeſſion 
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F Whitehall, which he aſſigned to himſelf. 
is wife ſeemed at firſt unwilling to remove thi- 
er, though afterwards ſhe became better ſatiſ- 
ed with her grandeur. But his mother, who, 
0-88 reaſon of her great age, was not ſo eaſily 
attered with theſe temptations, very much miſ- 
uſted the iſſue of affairs; and would be often 
raid, when ſhe heard the noiſe of a muſket, 
dat her ſon was (hot; being exceedingly diſſa- 
sfied unleſs ſhe might ſee him once a- day at 
aſt, But ſhe ſhortly after dying, left him the 
oſſeſſion of what ſhe held in jointure, which 
as reported not to exceed 601, by year; though 
2, out of the public purſe, expended much 
ore at her interment; and, amongſt other 
zedleſs ceremonies, cauſed many hundred 
rches to be carried with the hearſe, though 
e was buried by day-light. 
The uſurper, endeavouring to fix himſelf in 
s throne by all ways imaginable, gave directi- 
to the judges, who were ready to go their ſe- 
ral circuits, to take eſpecial care-to extend all 
our and kindneſs to the cavalier-party. He 
mſelf reſtored Col. Grace, a notorious Iriſh re- 
|, to his eſtate ; and ſent a letter in favour of 
e Lord Fitzwilliams, who had been Lieute- 
nt-General in Preſton's army in Ireland. But 
dealt otherwiſe with thoſe whom formerly he 
d moſt courted ; ſummoning Maj.-Gen. Harri- 
1, Col. Rich, Mr. Carew, and others, before 
e council; requiring ſuch of them as had 
mmiſſions from him to ſurrender them; up- 
aiding Maj.-Gen. Harriſon with his carriage 
him, and charging him with coveting his 
ployment when he was ſick in Scotland. 
d becauſe they refuſed to engage not to act 
againſt 
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againſt him and his government, he ſent them 
to ſeveral priſons. Maj.-Gen. Harriſon was ot- 
dered to be carried to Cariſbrook caſtle in the 
Ifle of Wight, Mr. Carew was ſent to Pendennig 
in Cornwall, and Col. Rich confined to the cus 
ſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. Soon after, Mr, 
Rogers, Mr. Feak, and Mr. Simſon, Miniſters; 
having publicly declared againſt his uſurpation, 
both by printing and preaching, were alſo im. 
priſoned. So, having changed his intereſt, and 
taken off his maſk, he ſent his ſecond ſon, Col, 
Henry Cromwel, into Ireland, to feel the pull: 
of the officers there touching his coming over to 
command in that nation; where he arrived, at. 
tended only by one ſervant; and landing near 
my country-houſe, I ſent my coach to receive 
him, and to bring him thither ; where he ſtaid, 
till Lt-Gen. Fleetwood; with ſeveral officers, 
came with coaches to conduct him to Dublin, 
Having made what obſervations he could of per 
ſons and things in Ireland, he reſolved upon hi 
return: of which having given me advice, I de 
fired him to take my houſe in his way; and, 1 
that end, dined with him on the day of his de 
parture at the Lieutenant-General's in the caſtle 
After dinner, we went together to my houſe ; 
Monckton, where, after a ſhort collation, walk 
ing in the garden, I acquainted him with thi 
grounds of my diſſatisfaction with the preſen 
ftate of affairs in England; which I aſſured hin 
was in no fort perſonal, but would be the ſam 
were my own father alive, and in the place 
bis. He told me, that his father looked upol 
me to be diſſatisfied upon a diſtinct account fron 
molt men in the three nations; and thereupoi 
affirmed, that he knew it to be his reſolution 9 
Car 
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carry himſelf with all tenderneſs towards me. 
I told him, that I ought to have ſo much chari- 
ty for his father, to believe, that he apprehend- 
ed his late undertaking to have been abſolutely 
neceſſary; being well aſſured, that he was not 
ſo weak a man to decline his former ſtation, 
wherein his power was as great, and his wealth 
as much, as any rational man could wiſh, to 
procure to himſelf nothing but envy and trou- 
ble. I ſuppoſed he would have agreed with me 
in theſe ſentiments. But he, inſtead of that, ac» 
knowledged the ambition of his father in theſe 
words: © You that are here may think he had 
« power, but they made a very kickſhaw of 
* him at London.” I replied, That if it were 
ſo, they did ill; for he had deſerved much from 
them. Then I proceeded to acquaint him with 
my reſolution not to act in my civil employ- 
ment, and my expectation not to be permitted 
to continue in my military command. To which 
he anſwered, That he was confident I ſhould re- 
ceive no interruption therein. I told him, I 
could not foreſee what his father would do: 
but inclined to think, that no other man in his 
caſe would permit it. To this I added, That 
the reaſon of my drawing a ſword in this war, 
was to remove thoſe obſtructions that the civil 
magiſtrate met with in the diſcharge of his du- 
ty; which being now accompliſhed, I could not 
but think that all things ought for the future to 
run in their proper and genuine channel. For 
as the extraordinary remedy is not to be uſed, 
till the ordinary fail to work its proper effect; 
fo ought it to be continued no longer than the 
neceſſity of uſing it ſubſiſts: whereas this that 
they called a government, had no other means 

Vor. II. E to 
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to preſerve itſelf, but ſuch as were violent; 
which not being natural, could not be laſting. 
«© Would you then (ſaid he) have the ſword 
& laid down? I cannot but think you believe it 
ce to be as much your intereſt to have it kept up 
% as any man.” TI confeſſed I had been of that 
opinion, whilſt I was perſuaded there was a ne- 
ceſſity of it; which ſeeming to me to be now 
over, I accounted it to be much more my in- 
tereſt to ſee it well laid down; there being a 
vaſt difference between uſing the ſword to re- 
ſtore the people to their rights and privileges, 
and the keeping it up for the robbing and de- 
ſpoiling them of the ſame. But company co- 
ming in, and the time for his going on board 
approaching, we could not be permitted to con- 
tinue our diſcourſe : ſo, after we had taken leave 
of each other, he departed from Ireland ; and, 
upon his arrival at Cheſter, was attended by 
many of the late King's party; and, amongſt o- 
thers, by Col. Molſon ; who inquiring of him 
how he left affairs in Ireland, he anſwered, Very 
well; only that ſome who were in love with 
their power, muſt be removed. 

In the mean time, Cromwel ſo ordered mat- 
ters at London, that he procured himſelf, his 
officers, and council, to be invited by the city 
to dinner; which was managed with all poſſible 
| Nate. He and the reſt of his company rode on 
| horſeback through the city. The Mayor and Al- 
dermen met him at Temple-Bar; where the 
Mayor, as an acknowledgment of his authority, 
delivered the ſword to him, and he (as Kings 
uſe to do) reftored it to him again. He was 
harangued by the Recorder; and the Mayor, 
riding bareheaded, carried the ſword before him, 
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the ſeveral liveries in their gowns ſtanding on 
each ſide of the ſtreets where he paſſed, Com- 
miſſary-General Reynolds and Col. Whalley 
led a troop of 3oo officers to Grocers-hall, be- 
ing the place appointed for the entertainment, 
Which being ended, he beſtowed a badge of his 
uſurpation in conferring a knighthood upon Al- 
derman Thomas Viner, then Mayor of London. 
This was principally contrived, to let the world 
underſtand how good a correſpondence there 
was between him and the city of London: yet, 
amongſt diſcerning men, it had a contrary ef- 
fect, who knew it to be rather an act of force 
than of choice in the city; as appeared in the 
great ſilence and little reſpect that was given 
him in his paſſage through the ſtreets. And 
though he, to invite them to it, rode barehead- 
ed the greateſt part of the way, and though 
ſome of his creatures had placed themſelves at 
the entrance of Cheapſide, and began to ſhout, 
yet it took not at all with the people. 

About this time, Cromwel, having reſolved 
upon a foreign expedition, drew out 5 or 6000 
men; by which artifice, he not only alarmed 
foreign ſtates, but alſo engaged all the refor- 
made officers to his party, who otherwiſe would 
have been ready to join with any party againſt 
him. Col. Venables was choſen to command 
this army; and though the particular deſign of 
theſe preparations was not certainly known, yet 
it was ſoon ſuſpected to be againſt ſome of the 
King of Spain's territories. Vice-Adm. Penn 
commanded the fleet that was to tranſport them, 


which conſiſted of ſixteen or ſeventeen men of 


war, beſides the veſſels of tranſportation. When 
they arrived at Barbadoes, they made procla- 
E 2 mation 
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mation there, that whofoever would en 

in the undertaking, ſhould have his freedom; 
whereupon about 2000 ſervants liſted themſelves, 
to the great damage of the planters. The Spa- 
niſh Ambaſſador being informed, that the fleet 
was gone towards the Weſt-Indies, and that 
the ſtorm was likely to fall upon ſome of his 


maſter's territories, made application to Crom- 


wel, to know whether he had any juſt ground 
of complaint againſt the King his maſter; and 
if ſo, that he was ready to give him all poſſible 
fatis faction. Cromwel demanded a liberty to 
trade to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, and the repeal 
of the laws of the inquiſition. To which the 
Ambaſſador replied, That his maſter had but 
two eyes, and that he would have him to put 
them both out at once. The goods of our 
merchants trading in Spain were ſeized for want 
of timely notice to withdraw their effects from 
thence. And one Maj. Walters, with others 
concerned with him in the tran{portation of E 


riſh ſoldiers into the Spaniſh ſervice, loſt 30,000 J. 


which remained due to them from the King of 
an. | 
The fleet being arrived at Hiſpaniola, whe« 
ther through any difference between Col. Vena - 
bles, who commanded the army, and Vice- 
Adm. Penn, who commanded the fleet, or for 
what other reaſon, is not eaſy to determine, 


they neglected to land their army near the town, 
as was advifed by many of the officers, and as 


they might eafily have done, with great proba+ 
bility of taking the town, which moſt of the in- 
habitants had deſerted. But the army having 
landed far from the town, were upon their 
march towards it, when the forlorn was —_— 

hn 
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ed, at the entrance of a wood, by forty or fifty 
fellows, who were employed to kill the wild 
cows of that country, This inconſiderable num» 
ber of men put the forlorn to flight ; and they 
retreating in great diſorder, {truck the whole ar- 
my with ſuch a panic fear, that they began to 
ſhift for themſelves ; and could not be prevailed - 
with, either by promiſes or threatenings, to 
keep their ground. Which being obſerved by 
Maj.-Gen. Haines, and five or ſix officers more, 
they reſolved either to put a ſtop to the purſuit 
of the enemy, or not to outlive the diſgrace, 
Thereupon they made a ſtand, and fought them, 
till the Major-General and moſt of the reſt were 
killed. During this time our forces rallied, yet 
could not recover courage enough to charge that 
inconſiderable enemy. And thoſe very men, 
who, when they fought for the liberties of their 
country, had performed wonders, having now 
engaged to ſupport the late erected tyranny, dif- 
gracefully fled when there was none to purſue 
them. The expedition againſt Hiſpaniola pro- 
ving unſucceſsful, they ſhipped themſelyes, and 
ſoon after arrived at the iſland of Jamaica, be- 
longing alſo to the Spaniards; which being but 
meanly fortified, the inhabitants, who lived for 
the moſt part together in the principal town, ran 
away, and betook themſelves to the woods, lea- 
ving what they could not carry away to be plun- 
dered by the army. Col. Venables being diſ- 
abled by ſickneſs to perform the functions of his 
office, was permitted by the council of officers 
to return into England ; and Vice-Adm. Penn, 
ſuſpecting he would lay the whole blame of that 
affair on him, obtained leave alſo, And being 
both arrived, they were heard at Whitehall one 
E 3 againſt 
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againſt the other ; where the accufations of both 
ſeemed to be of more weight than the defences 
of either of them. So Penn was committed to 
the Tower, and Col. Venables confined to his 
Jodging, the diſtemper that was upon him excu · 
fing him from a ſtricter impriſonment. 
According to the promiſe contained in the in- 
ſtrument of government, it was reſolved to if- 
ſue out writs for the election of members to ſerve 
in an aſſembly at Weſtminſter ; who were to be 
choſen not by ſmall boroughs, and two for each 
county, as formerly, but in ſuch manner as had 
been agreed upon by the parliament in the rule 
for chafing ſucceſſive reprefentatives, which in- 
deed was much more equal and juſt. And be» 
eauſe it was provided by the fame inſtrument; 
that thirty members ſhould be ſent by Ireland, 
and the ſame number by Scotland, to ſit in the 
houſe, letters were ſent by Cromwel and his 
council to the commiſſioners there, acquainting 
them with that clauſe in the inſtrument of go» 
vernment, and deſiring their advice touching 
the enſuing election. Some of the commiſſion- 
ers in Ireland were of opinion, that, if the pro- 
prietors ſhould chuſe, - they would return fuch as 
were enemies to the Engliſh intereſt ; and there- 
fore propoſed, that for this time Cromwel and 
his council ſhould nominate the thirty who were 
to be choſen for that nation. This queſtion co- 
ming before the commiſſioners before the arrival 
of the new fet nominated by Cromwel, though 
I reſolved to intermeddle as little as might be, 
yet this advice ſeemed ſo ſtrange to me, that I 
could not forbear to deſire of them, that ſeeing 
we had no more of liberty left but the name, 
they would at leaſt retain the form, in hopes 
that in time men might become fo aan. of 
el 
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their on intereſt, as to be enabled thereby t& 
recover the efficacy and fubſtance: of it, eſpecial» 
ly ſince it was moſt probable, that, by the in- 
fluence of thoſe in power, the: fame: perſans 
would be choſen that they defired. Fo this they 
agreed ; and having proportioned the: cities and 
counties for the election before the iſſuing out 
the writs, a private junto was held by Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood, who: agreed upon the perſans that 
they would have choſen for each place; which 
they had a great advantage to effect, having ne» 
minated and fitted the Sheriffs and other officers 
for that purpoſe. The court-party endeavour» 
ed to promote the election of ſuck as would een: 
ter in adoring the idol lately ſet up, however 
different in opinions about other matters. The 
clergy in ſome parts proved fo ſtrang, that they 
carried it againſt thoſe agreed on by the court ; 
but both parties "concurred in the deerying all 
ſuch who would not ſacrifice the cauſe of the pu- 
blic to the ambition of men. In England they 
better underſtood the deſign that was carrying 
on; inſomuch that many perſons of known vir 
tue and integrity were choſen to fit in this a- 
ſembly ; in particular, the Lord Preſident Brad 
ſhaw, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr. Thomas Scat, 
Mr. Robert Wallop, and divers others. When 
the time appointed for the meeting of this aſſem- 
bly was come, Cromwel went in a coach to 
Weſtminſter, accompanied by his horſe and. foot 
guard, with many officers of the army on foot; 
where being arrived, his firſt buſineſs was to ap- 
pear in his Kingly garb at the Abbey, there to 
hear a ſermon with the members of that aſſem- 
bly, before they went about their other affairs, 
Which done, he went into the Painted. cham- 


ber, 
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ber, where he entertained the members with a 
tedious ſpeech ; wherein he endeavoured to make 
it appear, that things were brought to this paſs, 
not by his contrivance, but by the over-ruling 
hand of God; aſſuring them, that he was much 
rejoiced to ſee ſo free an aſſembly of the people 
met together, and that he reſolved ro ſubmit 
himſelf to their judgment. But, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe ſpecious pretences, he cauſed the Lord 
Grey of Grooby, Mr. John Wildman, Mr. High- 
land, and others, who had always manifeſted a 
conſtant affection to the commonwealth, to be 
excluded from the houſe. And though many 
undue methods had been uſed at the elections 
to uy thoſe to be choſen who were enemies, 
and to keep out many who were known friends 
to the common cauſe; and though they ſaw 
themſelves under the power of one who they 
knew would force his way to the throne; yet 
they appeared in a few days not to be for his 
purpoſe, but reſolved, at the leaſt, to lay a claim 
to their liberties. For whereas the court-party 
would have obliged them to approve at once the 


whole inſtrument of government which they 


had framed, the aſſembly took it in pieces, and 
referred the conſideration of it to a committee ; 
where the firſt queſtion fallen upon was, Whe- 
ce ther the ſupreme legiſlative power of the na- 
« tion ſhall be in a ſingle perſon and the par- 
© liament?” In this debate Sir Arthur Haſlerig, 
Mr. Scot, and many others, eſpecially the Lord 
Preſident Bradſhaw, were very inſtrumental in 
opening the eyes of many young members who 
had never before heard their intereſt ſo clearly 
ſtated and aſſerted ; fo that the commonwealth- 
party increaſed daily, and that of the ſword loſt 

ground. 
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ground. Cromwel being informed' of theſe 
tranſactions by his creatures, and fearing to have 
that great queſtion put; leſt he ſhould. be depo- 
ſed, by a vote of this aſſembly, from the throne 
which he had uſurped, cauſed a guard to be ſex 
upon the door of the houſe early in the morning, 
and ſent to the Mayor of London to aequaiuty 
him with the: reaſons of what he was about to do, 
to the end that he might prevent any diforders 
in the city. The members coming at the uſual 
hour, were refuſed the door, and requized ta 
attend him in the Painted chamber; where he 
taking notice of what was under debate in the 
houſe, contrary to the privilege of a parliament; 
(as he would have this thought to be), told 
them, that being called by virtue of the inſtru- 
ment of government ta that aſſembly, they were 
bound up by the indentures themſelves, upon 
which they were returned, from altering the ga: 
vernment by a fingle perſon and a parliament; 
and that the country having owned: him by elect - 
ing a parliament called by his writ, and that tha 
Judges, with the Juſtices of Peace, — act- 
ed by virtue of bis authority, he was reſolved 
not ta permit that point to be called in queſtion; 
acquainting them, that no perſon ſhould be ad- 
mitted; ſor the time to come, to fit as a meme 
ber in that aſſembly, till he had ſubſeribed an 
acknowledgment of the government by. a ſingle 
perſon and a parliament. Some: of thoſe wha 
had been choſen members of this convention, 
had already declined the houſe, upon account 
that Cromwel and his council had excluded nom 
their places divers perſons: who had been cone 
ftantly faithful to the public intereſt. But ſu 
toon as this viſible: hand of violence 3 
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be upon them, moſt of the eminent aſſerters of 
the liberty of their country withdrew themſelves; 
being perſuaded they ſhould better diſcharge 
their duty to the nation by this way of expreſ- 
fing their abhorrence of his tyrannical proceed- 
ings, than by ſurrendering their liberties under 
their own' hands, and then treating with him 
who was poſſeſſed of the ſword, to recover ſome 


part of them again. However, this engagement 


was ſigned by about 130 members within a day 
or two; and ſome days after, ſeveral others ſub- 
ſcribed it, and took their places in the houſe ; 
where a debate arifing touching the ſaid recogni- 
tion, they paſſed a declaration, that it ſhould 
not be intended to comprehend the whole go- 


vernment contained in the forty two articles of 


the inſtrument, but that only which required the 
government of the commonwealth to be by a 
ſingle perſon and ſucceſſive parliaments. And 
to this the major part conſented ; hoping, that, 
by their compliance with him, in making provi- 
ſion for his ſafety, and the government of the 
nation during his life, he would have been ſatiſ- 
fied therewith, and, in gratitude, would have 
judged the people after his death to be of age 
and wifdom ſufficient to chuſe a government for 
themſelves. This great point touching the ſin- 
gle perſon being thus over- ruled, they applied 
themſelves to the conſideration and debate of the 
remaining clauſes of the inſtrument of govern- 
ment. They declared, that he ſhould be Pro- 
tector during his life; and limited the number 
of forces to be kept up in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, with proviſion for the payment of 
them. They agreed upon the number of ſhips 
that they thought neceſſary for the guard 2 the 
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ſeas ; and ordered 200,000 l. a- year for his own 
expence, the falaries of his council, the judges, 
foreign intelligence, and the reception of am- 
baſſadors. They alſo voted a clauſe to be inſert- 
ed, to declare the rights of the people of Eng- 
land, and particularly that no money ſhould: be 
raiſed upon the nation but by authority of par- 
liament. And whereas by the inſtrument of go- 
vernment it was provided, that if the parlia- 
ment were not ſitting at the death of the pre- 
ſent Protector, the council of officers ſhould 
chuſe a ſucceſſor ; they reſolved, That nothing 
ſhould be determined by the council after his 
death, but the calling of a parliament, who were 
then to conſider what they would have done. 
Beſides theſe things, I can remember no remark- 
able variation from what was formerly ſet down. 
in the paper called the inſtrument of government, 
except this additional vote, That no one clauſe 
of this ſhould be looked upon as binding, un- 
© leſs the whole were conſented unto :” which 
they did, leſt Cromwel ſhould interrupt them, 
and taking what made for his own advancement, 
reject what was advantageous to the common- 
weld. Much time was ſpent, and pains ta- 
ken, to effect this within the time limited; ſo 
that hardly any private buſineſs was done all that 
time, except an order given to the exciſe- office 
for ſatisfying an old debt pretended by Col. John 
Birch, one of their members, a nimble Gentle- 
man, and one who uſed to neglect no opportu- 
nity of providing for himſelf. | 

The uſurper, that he might make way for his 
poſterity to ſucceed him in his greatneſs, chan- 
ged the title of Lt-Gen. Fleetwood from that of 
Commander in Chief, to that of Deputy of 1re- 
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land, to continue till ſuch time as it ſhould be 
thought fit to recal him from thence, and to e- 
ſtabliſh his fon Harry in his place. In order to 
this, a commiſlion was ſent to Fleetwood from 
Cromwel, wherein thoſe who were before called 
Commiſſioners, are now ſtyled only his Counſel- 
tors, Having thus modelled the government of 
Ireland, he began to apply his care to that of 
Scotland; and knowing Monk to be a ſoldier, 
and faithful enough to him, as long as he would 
gratify his vitious, covetous, and ambitious in- 
clinations, he intruſted him with the command 
of the forces, and made him one of the commiſ- 
ſioners for civil affairs in that nation. But that 
he might balance him with ſome of another tem- 
per, who might be a guard upon his actions, 
he ſent Col. Adrian Scroop to be one of the 
commiſſioners there alſo; having firſt cauſed 
the caſtle of Briſtol, whereof he was Governor, 
to be lighted, not daring to truſt a perſon of 
fo much honour and worth with a place of that 
importance. He likewiſe ſent thither Col. Whe- 
tham with the ſame character; who having been 
one of the late aſſembly, as well as Governor of 
Portſmouth, and underſtanding that a deſign 
was on foot to make Cromwel King, had in the 
Houſe applied to him the ſaying of the Prophet 
to Ahab, Haſt thou killed, and alſo taken poſ- 


Gentleman was not for Oliver's turn, he remo- 
ved him from Portſmouth, and ſent him to Scot- 
land, to be one of the commiſſioners there alſo. 
The Lord Broghill was made Preſident of the 


council in Scotland, with an allowance of 
2000 |, a- year; with a promiſe from him, who 
never kept any but fuch as fuited with his cor- 

rupt 
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rupt ends, that his ſervice ſhould be diſpenſed 
with after one year, and yet his ſalary to con- 
tinue. | 
In Holland, the party of the Prince of Orange 
having long obſtructed the ſigning of the articles 
agreed upon between that ſtate and Cromwel, 
the States-General fent Mynheer Beverning 
Ambaſſador into England, to: aſſure Cromwel, 
that if the provinces did-not agree to the articles 
within eight days, he had power from the States- 
General to ſign them in their names. But be- 
fore this peace was concluded, the King of Scots 
party had obtained ſuccours to be ſent to their 
friends in Scotland, who were augmented to the 
number of about 5000 horſe and foot, having 
received 1500 foot, 200 horſe, and great numbers 
of arms brought to them by ſeventeen Holland 
ſhips : ſo that it was thought fit to take Lt-Gen. 
Monk from the fleet, the war at fea being now 
over, and to ſend him to take care of affairs in 
Scotland; but chiefly to keep the officers there 
from drawing to a head againſt Cromwel's uſur- 
pation. Lt-Gen. Middleton, with about 100 
men more, for the moſt part officers, 5oo arms, 
and 150 barrels of powder, landed alſo in the 
north of Scotland. To oppole theſe forces, we 
fent 1500 men from Ireland under Lt-Col. 
Braine, into the mountains of Scotland ; who 
contributed very much to the ſuppreſſion of them. 

Monk being arrived in Scotland, divided his 
army into ſeveral bodies, the two principal of 
which were commanded by himſelf and Col. 
Morgan, With theſe they purſued the enemy 
ſo cloſely, that at a council of war held by them 
in the county of Murray, they made a reſolution 
to diſperſe themſelves upon every alarm, and 
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to meet again at a rendezvous to be agreed upon. 
This being reſolved, they advanced towards the 
quarters of Col. Braine ; where they were warm- 
ly received, and forced to retire. Middleton, 
to avoid the purſuit of ours, diſperſed his foot 
into inacceſſible quarters, and drew together a- 
bout 600 horſe at Kennagh; whereby Monk 
perceiving that his deſign was to tire out our 
forces, declined following him fo cleſe, endea- 
vouring to drive him upon Col. Morgan, whom 
Monk had informed . of the enemy's march. 
Middleton ſeeing himſelf no farther purſued, 
ſtaid at Kennagh. Whereupon Monk having 
received advice of the approach of Col. Morgan's 
party, advanced with his forces towards the e- 
nemy, who retiring towards Badenorth, and be- 
ing about to take their quarters that night at 
Lochgary, found themſelves engaged at a nar- 
row paſs by Col. Morgan, who deſigned to quar- 
ter at the ſame place. Middleton endeavouring 
to retire, was obſtructed by a moraſs; and be- 
ing hotly purſued by Col. Morgan's forces,- and 
much harraſſed by difficult marches, was ſoon 
routed, many of his men were killed, and many 
taken priſoners; 400 of their horſe were taken, 
together with the charging and ſumpter horſes 
of Middleton himſelf; who being wounded in 
the action, ſaved himſelf with much difficul 

on foot. His commiſſion, inſtructions, and di- 
vers letters written to him and his friends by 
their King, were taken alſo. And had not ſuch 
as fled been favoured by the bad ways and the 
night, very few had eſcaped. The news of this 
defeat coming to the enemy's foot, who were in 
number about 1200, they immediately diſband- 
ed themſelves; and divers of the enemy's prin- 
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cipal officers came in and ſubmitted ; and a- 
mongſt them the Earl of Glencairn, Lt-Col. 
Maxwel, Lt-Col. Herriot, the Lord Forreſter, 
and Sir George Monro, Yet, notwithſtanding this 
low condition of that party in Scotland, the 
clergy refuſed to obſerve ſuch faſts as were ap- 
pointed by the government in England, and in- 
ſtead of them, appointed others by their own 
authority; wherein they exhorted the people, 
amongſt other things, to ſeek the Lord, to pre- 
ſerve the miniſtry among them, to forget the 
offences of the houſe of the Stuarts, and to turn 
from his people the ſad effects of a late eclipſe. 

A fleet commanded by Gen. Blake was ſent 
into the Meditteranean, to require ſatisfaction 
from the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, for injuries 
done to our merchants, and for entertaining and 
harbouring Prince Rupert's fleet. In which ex- 
pedition he not only procured the ſatisfaction 
demanded, but rendered the power of England 
ſo formidable, not only to all Italy, but even to 
the Grand Signior himſelf, that they expreſſed 
a greater readineſs to preſerve the friendſhip of 
the Engliſh than ever they had done before. 

In the mean time, Cromwel having aſſumed 
the whole power of the nation to himſelf, and 
ſent ambaſſadors and agents to foreign ſtates, 
was courted again by them, and preſented with 
the rarities of ſeveral countries. Amongſt the reſt, 
the Duke of Holſtein made him a preſent of a 
ſet of gray Frizeland coach-horſes ; with which 
taking the air in the park, attended only with 
his Secretary Thurlow, and guard of janiſaries, 
he would needs take the place of the coachman, 
not doubting but the three pair of horſes he was 
about to drive would prove as tame as the three 
T2 nations 
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nations which were ridden by him : and there- 
fore not contented with their ordinary pace, he 
laſhed them very furiouſly. But they unaccu- 
ſtomed to ſuch a rough driver, ran away in a 
rage, and ſtopped not till they had thrown him 
out of the box; with which fall his piſtol fired 
in his pocket, though without any hurt to him- 
ſelf: by which he might have been inſtructed 
how dangerous it was to intermeddle with thoſe 
things wherein he had no experience. 

The repreſentative ſitting at Weſtminſter, 
though garbled as he thought fit, proving not 
ſufficiently inclined to ſerve his deſigns, but ra- 
ther in prudence yielding to the ſtrength of the 
preſent ſtream, in hopes the people might in 
time recover their oars, and make uſe of them 
for the public good; he grew impatient till the 
five months allowed for their ſitting ſhould be 
expired; during which time he was reſtrained 
by that which he called the inſtrument of go. 
vernment, from giving them interruption. And 
though they differed not in any material point 
from that form of government which he himſelf 
had ſet up, unleſs it were in reſerving the no- 
mination of his ſucceſſor to the parliament ; yet 
did the omiſſion of this one thing ſo enrage him, 
that he reſolved upon their diſſolution. They 
had prepared all things to offer to him, and had 
been very cautious of giving him any juſt occa- 
ſion of offence ; well knowing, that in caſe they 
had given him the leaſt pretence of diſſatisfa- 
ction, he would have laid all the blame at their 
door; and therefore they prudently left the ſet- 
tling of the church-government, and the liberty 
that was to be extended to tender conſciences, 
ben engine by which W did moſt of his 
work), 
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work), to the conſideration of the next aſſem- 
bly. Whereupon he wanting wherewith juſtly to 
accuſe them, ' unleſs it were for too much com- 
plying with him to the prejudice of the com- 
monwealth, after he had peruſed the form of 
government which the aſſembly had agreed up- 
on, and tendered to him for his conſideration ; 
the five months of their ſeſſions, according to 
the ſoldiers account of twenty eight days to the 
month, being expired, they were ordered to at- 
tend him on the 23d of January 1654, in the 
Painted chamber ; where he made up with words 
and paſhon what he wanted of matter to charge 
them with ; accuſing them of endeavouring to 
bring all things into diſorder and confuſion, by 
raking into the particulars of the inſtrument of 
government, which he extolled very highly. 
He charged them with neglecting to make pro- 
viſion for the army, and neceſſitating them 
thereby to take free quarter, to the great diſſatiſ- 
faction of the country, if it had not been pre- 
vented by the care, and at the expence of the 
officers. In this and in many other particulars 
he very much preferred the wiſdom and pru- 
dence of the long parliament; which was the 
part he propoſed now to act, having determined 
to cry down this. And becauſe he could not ac- 
cuſe them of any practices againſt liberty of 
conſcience, he charged them with their princi- 
ples, and imputed to them all thoſe diſcontents 
and deſigns which were on foot by ſeveral par- 
ties againſt the preſent government; affirming, 
that if they had not their riſe from ſome that ſat 
among them, (which he thought he ſhould make 
appear), yet they grew like ſhrubs under their 
ſhadow. And that he might obviate that ob- 
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jection, which his own conſcience told him was 
the true reaſon of his diſſatisfaction with what 
had been agreed on in this aſſembly, he told 
them, that their not ſettling the government on 
him and his heirs, was not the reaſon why he 
refuſed to conſent to what they preſented to him. 
% For, ſaid he, fo fully am I convinced (in the 
« judgment I now am) of the injuſtice of here- 
« ditary government, that if you had offered 
me the whole inſtrument of government with 
<< that one alteration in favour of my family, 1 
« ſhould have refuſed the whole for the ſake 
of that; and I do not know, though you have 
begun with an unworthy perſon, but here- 
after the ſame method may be obſerved in the 
choice of magiſtrates, as was amongſt the 
children of Iſrael, who appointed thoſe that 
«© had been moſt eminent in delivering them 
«& from their enemies abroad to govern them at 
«© home.” In which excuſe three things ſeem 
remarkable. Firſt, that though, in the judgment 
he then was, hereditary government was un- 
juſt, yet he reſerved a liberty to alter his opi- 
nion, if he ſhould find perſons and things in- 
clining that way. Secondly, in declaring this to 
be his prefent opinion, he flattered the ambition 
of Maj.-Gen. Lambert, and kept him in expe- 
ctation of ſucceeding him, and ſo ſecured his aſ- 
ſiſtance in carrying on his wicked defign. In 
the third place, by deſigning that the General 
ſhould be always choſen Protector, it appears 
that he would have had the nation to be perpe- 
tually governed by the military ſword. Thus 
did this wiſe man (as he would be thought) 
weaken his own intereſt, and loſe the affections 
of the people, For as, by his interruption ” the 
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long parliament, he diſobliged the moſt ſober 
part of the nation ; ſo, by the diſſolution of this 
aſſembly, he opened the eyes of the reſt, who 
had been hitherto made to believe that he was 
neceſſitated to that extraordinary action, becauſe 
they. would not do thoſe good things for the na- 
tion which were expected from them. And by 
this reproachful diſmiſſion of the convention, 
which conſiſted for the moſt part of men of mo- 
derate ſpirits, and who had gone, in the judg- 
ment of the moſt diſcerning men, but too far in 
compliance with him for the purchaſe of their 
preſent peace, he made a conſiderable part of 
thoſe who had been friends to him, irreconci- 
lable enemies; and ſent the members into their 
reſpective countries to relate to their neighbours, 
and thoſe that ſent them, what an unreaſonable 
creature they had found him. 

Having diſſolved the pretended repreſentative 
called by his own authority, he began by bribes 
to corrupt others to his intereſt; and, to this end, 
ordered the arrears of Col. Hewetſon for his 
Engliſh ſervice to be paid in ready money, and 
his Iriſh arrears to be ſatisfied out of forfeited 
lands in the county of Dublin, at the rate of the 
adventurers, in ſuch places as he ſhould chuſe. 
He ordered 200901. to be paid out of the treaſury 
to Mr. Weaver, in lieu of what the parliament 
had ſettled upon him out of the forfeited -lands 
in Scotland; and 10,0001. in ready money to 
Maj.-Gen. Lambert, in conſideration of 1000 l. 
by year out of the ſaid forfeited lands given to 
him by the parliament ; not regarding how he 
laviſhed away the public treaſure, ſo as he might 
procure ſuch inſtruments as he thought would 
be ſubſervient to his unjuſt deſigns. 


By 
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By this time many began openly to diſcover 
their diſcontents ; and particularly the friends of 
the Scots King ; who though he ſaw clearly his 
me playing by this ufurper through the divis 
— he made amongſt thofe whoſe intereſt it 
was to be united in oppoſition to him; yet be- 
ing impatient of delay, and not caring how many 
he ſacrificed, ſo as he might with more expedi- 
tion recover the exerciſe of his power, he ſent 
over divers commiſſions for the raiſing of horſe 
and foot; and prevailed with ſome young Gen- 
tlemen of little conſideration and leſs experience 
to accept them, and to engage againſt a victo- 
rious army commanded by one who ſpared not 
the purſe of the commonwealth to procure in- 
telligence. By which means he cauſed a great 
number of arms that were provided for the exe- 
cution of this deſign to be ſeized, and impriſoned 
divers perſons concerned in it; wherein he made 
uſe of one Bailey, a Jefuit; who diſcovered his 
kinſman, one Mr. Bagnal, ſon to the Lady Ter- 
ringham, together with his own brother Capt; 
Nicholas Bailey ; accuſing them both of accepting 
commiſſions for raiſing a regiment ; which Mr. 
Bagnal, upon his examination, did not deny, 
But, notwithſtanding this diſcovery, ſo confident 
were theſe young men of ſucceſs, that they ſtill 
carried on their plot, and appointed a day for 
the execution of it. Cromwel ſuſpecting they 
might have ſome grounds for their confidence, 
diſpatched Commiſſary-General Reynolds to Ire- 
land, with orders to cauſe ſome forces to be im- 
barked for England : and accordingly about 
2000 foot and 300 horſe were ordered to be ſent 


over to his aſſiſtance; the foot to be commanded 
by Col. Sadler, and the horſe by Maj. Bolton. 
HS This 
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This party being drawn to the water-ſide, ſome _ 
of the private ſoldiers, whether from any ſeruple 
of conſcience, &r from an unwillingneſs to leave 
their wives, children, and plantations, in Ire- 
land, I cannot ſay, refuſed to imbark, though 
Lt-Gen, Fletwood, with ſeveral field-officers of 
the army, were preſent ; alledging that they had 
liſted themſelves to fight againſt the rebels of 
Ireland, and, in proſecution of that obligation, 
were ready to obey all commands; that they 
knew not againſt whom they ſhould be drawn 
to engage in England, poflibly againſt ſome of 
their beſt friends; and therefore defired to be 
excuſed from that ſervice. The officers reſol- 
ving to compel them by force to go aboard, cal- 
led a court-martial upon the place ; where they 
condemned one of the moſt active to death, and 
ordered one entire company to be caſhiered. 
Both which orders were immediately put in ex- 
ecution, by breaking the company, and hanging 
the man upon the maſt of one of the ſhips. At 
this execution, Col. Hewetſon, who had been 
lately obliged in the matter of his arrears, as a 
mark of his gratitude, gave order that. the poor 
man ſhould be hanged higher than was at firſt 
deſigned. | _ 

The cavalier-plot was ſtill on foot in Eng- 
land; and though divers of them were impri- 
ſoned, and many arms ſeized, yet it was ſtill re- 
ſolved to attempt ſomething. To this end, a 
cart-load of arms was conveyed to the place of 
rendezvous agreed upon for the northern parts; 
where it was reported the contrivers of this de- 
ſign were to be headed by the Lord Wilmot. 
But receiving ſome alarm upon their firſt meet 
ing, and fearing leſt the regular forces _ 
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fall upon them before they were ſufficiently pre» 
pared for their defence, they diſperſed them- 
ſelves, and left their arms behind them. The 
only conſiderable party that appeared, were thoſe 
at Saliſbury ; which they had an opportunity of 
doing, under colour of going to the aſſes. 
They conſiſted of about 150 horſe; and drew 
together in the night; and were ordered to ſeize 
the Judges there in circuit, the Sheriff of the 
county, and ſuch other perſons as they ſhould 
ſuſpect to be enemies to the deſign. Col. Wag 
ſtaff was ſaid to be their commander; but Col. 
Penruddock, a Gentleman of that country, ap- 
ared moſt forward in giving out the neceſſary 
orders and directions. Capt. Hugh Grove, and 
Mr. Jones of Newton, with ſeveral other Gen- 
tlemen of thoſe parts, were amongſt them. 
They proclaimed Charles II. to be King of Eng- 
land, &c. ſeized the Judges; and, having taken 
away their commiſſions, ſet them at liberty, 
They carried the Sheriff Mr. Dove away with 
them to Dogtown ; to which place they thought 
fit to retire, apprehending more danger at Sa- 
liſbury, their forces not at all anſwering their 
firſt expectations. From thence they marched 
as far as Blandford in Dorſetſhire ; but ſo few 
joined them in their way, that at their arrival 
there they exceeded not the number of 200 
horſe. Moſt men looked upon them as flying, 
divers of their own party ſtealing from them as 
faſt as others came to them; and thoſe that ſaid 
with them, did ſo, rather to ſecure themſelves, 
and obtain better conditions, than from any 
hopes of ſucceeding. What they did, ſerved on- 
Iy to alarm the army; ſome troops of which pur- 
ſued them into Devonſhire; where they No 
en 
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fallen upon by Maj. Unton Crook, and defeated. 
Divers of them were taken priſoners, and a- 
mongſt them Col. Penruddock, Mr. Jones, and 
Capt. Grove, Maj.-Gen. WO, Mr. Mom- 
peſſon, and ſeveral others, eſcaped, and went 
privately to their own habitations; but upon in- 
formation given, that they were concerned in 
this plot, they were ſeized and ſecured in order 
to trial. The priſoners taken in the fight pre- 
tended articles for life from Maj. Crook, alledgin 
that otherwiſe they would not have delivered 
themſelves on ſo eaſy terms; but the Major ab- 
ſolutely denied any ſuch thing, So that a com- 
miſſion of Oyer and Terminer was iſſued for their 
trial; and Mr. Attorney-General Prideaux was 
ſent from London to proſecute them. The 
Chief Juſtice Rolls was nominated in the com- 
miſſion to be one of their judges : but he refuſed 
to act therein, on account that the priſoners had 
done a particular injury to him in ſeizing his 
perſon at their firſt riſing; and therefore he 
thought himſelf unfit to give his judgment in 
their caſe, wherein he might be thought a party 
concerned. Some of thera were condemned at 
Saliſbury, and ſome at Exeter ; of which num- 
ber were Col. Penruddock and Capt. Grove. 
And, in aggravation of their crimes, it was ur- 
ged, that this was their ſecond offence of this 
kind; and that it was committed againſt much 
favour and kindneſs, not only in that they had 
been permitted to compound for their eſtates at 
a reaſonable rate, when they had forfeited all; 
but alſo that an act of oblivion had been granted 
to.them and their whole party, whereby they 
were put into a condition of enjoying the advan- 
tages of all the victories of thoſe to whom = 
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had been enemies, To this they anſwered, 
That they did not riſe againſt thoſe who had ex- 
tended that favour to them, but againſt a per- 
ſon who had diſſipated thoſe men, and eſtabliſh- 
ed himſelf in their place. And I cannot tell by 
what laws of God or man they could have been 
juſtly condemned, had they been upon as ſure a 
foundation in what they declared for, as they 
were in what they declared againſt, But cer- 
tainly it can never be eſteemed by a wiſe man 
to be worth the ſcratch of a finger, to remove a 
ſingle perſon acting by an. arbitrary power, in 
order to ſet up another with the ſame unlimited 
authority. Col. Penruddock and Capt. Grove 
were executed by beheading, according to the 
ſentence pronounced againſt them; but Mr. 
Jones of Newton-Tony being allied to Crom- 
wel, was pardoned, after he had been found 
guilty by the jury ; and Maj. Craok was ordered 
to have 200 l. by year out of Mr. Mompeſſon's 
eſtate, for his good ſervice in the ſuppreſſion of 
this party. _. | 

The uſurper was not a little ſtartled at this in- 
ſurrection, ſuſpecting that ſo ſmall a number 
would not have appeared without more conſi- 
derable encouragement; and therefore, though 
he had lately ſo meanly ſtooped to court the ca- 
valier-party, and thereby highly provoked his 
ancient friends to a juſt jealouſy and indigna- 
tion, he reſolved now to fall upon them, and 
to break through all their compoſitions, even 
the act of oblivion itſelf, in the obtaining and 
paſling of which he had ſo great a hand. To 
this end, he commanded a tenth part of their e- 
fates to be levied, in order, as he pretended, 


to maintain thoſe extraordinary forces * 
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their turbulent and ſeditious practices obliged 
him to keep up. In defence of which oppreſ- 
ſion I could never yet hear one argument offer 
ed that carried any weight, either with reſpect 
to juſtice or policy. For having by his treache- 
ry and uſurpation diſobliged thoſe with whom 
he firſt engaged, he ſeemed to have no other 
way left to ſupport himſelf, but by balancing 
his new with his old enemies; whom, by this 
freſh act of injuſtice, he rendered deſperate and 
irreconcilable, they being not able to call any 
thing their own: 3. whilſt, by the ſame rule that 
he ſeized one tenth, he might alſo take away 
the other nine parts at his pleaſure; And, to 
put this deteſtable project in execution, he di- 
vided England into cantons; over each of which 
he placed a Baſhaw, under the title of Major- 
General, who was to have the inſpection and 
government of inferior commiſſioners in every 
county; with orders to ſeize the perſons, and 
diſtrain the eſtates of ſuch as ſhould be refracto- 
ry, and to put in execution ſuch further directi- 
ons as they ſhould receive from him. 

In the army there were not wanting ſome 
that ſtill retained an affection to the cauſe of 
their country; which appeared more particular- 
ly in a petition to Cromwel, ſigned by many of 


them, containing things ſo ſuitable to the de- 


fires of honeſt men, that it proved on that ac- 
count very unwelcome to the uſurper. Amongſt 
others, Col. Okey endeavoured to perſuade the 
officers of his regiment to ſtand by him in the 
proſecution of the ends of it ; but was interrupt- 
ed in that deſign by his Major, for whom he 
had not without difficulty obtained that employ- 
ment. It was alſo pretended, that Maj.-Gen. 

VoI. II. | G _ Overton, 
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Overton, with ſome officers of the army in Scot- 
land, deſigned to ſeize upon Monk, and to march 
with that army to London for the reſtitution off 
the parliament. Upon ſuſpicion of which he 


was ſeized, and ſent priſoner to London, vo | 


he was committed to the Tower. 

About 300 of the petitions aforeſaid, together 
with another writing called the memento, were 
ſent into Ireland in a box directed to me, and 
accompanied with a ſhort letter without any 
ſubſcription. Which papers when I had peru# 
ſed, and found them to contain ſuch truths as 
were very proper to prepare the minds of men 
to embrace the firſt opportunity of reſcuing 
themſelves from the preſent oppreſſion, I thought 
it my duty to procure them to be diſperſed as 
much to the advantage of the public as I could. 
Wherein I was particularly aſſiſted by Capt. 
Walcot, one of the faithful officers of my regi- 
ment, and divers others of my friends. TI ac- 
quainted Lt-Col. Brayfield with my deſign ; and 
ſent ſome of the papers to Maj. Davis, who was 
then at Dublin, but reſided uſually in Connaught; 
thinking him to be a proper perſon to be em- 
ployed to diſperſe them in that province. The 
faid Maj. Davis, having received the papers, 
came to me, and deſired to know if they came 
from me. I anſwered him, That though I wiſh 
ed my name might have been concealed, yet 


that queſtion being put to me, I durſt not deny 
it: and having further informed him of the 


reaſons which moved me ſo to do, he declared 
himſelf to be fully fatisfied with them. But it 
afterwards appeared, that, upon the firſt receipt 
of thoſe papers, he had acquainted Mr. Roberts, 


the Auaitor-General, win, * him 
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to be well affected to the common cauſe; which 
proving otherwiſe, the ſaid Roberts informed 
Lt-Gen. Fleetwood of what he knew. The 
Lieutenant-General having alſo had advice, that 
I had diſcourſed with Lt-Col. Brayfield in the 
caſtle-yard; and ſuſpecting it might be upon the 
ſame buſineſs, ſent for Maj. Davis and the ſaid 
Lieutenant- Colonel to examine them; who con- 
feſſed ſo much of the matter, as was a ground 
for him to diſpatch a meſſenger to me, in order 
to inquire concerning the truth of it. The per- 
ſon employed was one Maj. Wallis; who, co- 
ming to my houſe at Monckton, informed me, 
that Lt- Gen. Fleetwood had received informa- 
tion, that I had diſperſed ſome of the late peti- 
tions and memento's. To which I anſwered, 
That ſeeing the thing which I deſired to carry 
on privately was not concealed, I ſhould not de- 
cline to affirm, that my conſcience obliged me 
not to {mother ſo much truth as thoſe papers 
ſeemed to me to contain. He then told me, 
that the Lieutenant - General deſired to f} 

with me about that matter; and I promiſed to 
attend him the next morning. Accordingly I 
went to him; and, after ſome conference con- 
cerning the papers, he produced an order from 
Cromwel and his council to this effect: That 
* whereas I had declared myſelf diſſatisfied 
** with the preſent government, he the faid Lt- 
* Gen. Fleetwood was required to take care, 
that my charge in the army might be mana- 
„ ged ſome other way.” He added, that he 
had received the ſaid-order ſome months ſince; 
but would not communicate it to me till now; 
when, upon the diſtribution of theſe papers,: he 
durſt not conceal it any longer, leſt he ſhould be 
WW (3-2 accounted 
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accounted. a confederate with me. I replied, 
That if my life, as well as my employment, 
had been at ſtake, I durſt not have omitted what 
I thought to be my duty in this particular; that 
having no power to diſpute their pleaſure, I 
ſhould at preſent look upon it as a law to which 
I muſt ſubmit, Some time after, Mr. Benjamin 
Worleley was ſent to acquaint me, that Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood had been in expectation of hearing 
from me touching my ſubmiſſion to the order he 
ſhewed me, either by letter, or the ſurrender of 
my commiſſion, I anſwered, That I thought 
neither of them neceſſary ; and hoped, that my 
retirement into my own country, which I ſud- 
denly deſigned, might be ſufficient. ' But it was 
determined, that I ſhould not ſo eaſily quit the 
public ſtage. For the next morning I was defired 
to attend the Lieutenant-General ; which accor- 
dingly I did, and found eight or ten of his ad» 
viſers with him. The deſign of their meeting 
was, to perſuade me either to. deliver up my 
commiſſion, or to engage under my hand, not 
to act by virtue of it, till I ſhould firſt receive 
commiſſion ſo to do from Cromwel, or Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood. To the firſt I anſwered, That I 
durſt not deliver my commiſſion to any other 
power, fave that of the parliament, who had 
intruſted me with it; and that it was all I had 
to juſtify me for doing many things wherein the 
lives of men had been concerned. To the ſe- 
cond, I could by no means conſent; becauſe 1 
durſt not tie my own hands from acting by vir- 
tue of it, when I ſhould be juſtly called upon {6 
to do. Being returned to my houſe, doubtful 
what the event of this conteſt might be, and 
deſirous to have good advice before I proceeded 


any 
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any farther, I ſent to four or five officers, of 
whoſe integrity I had a good opinion, 'to' aſk 
their judgment in this ca The reſult of our 
conference was, That I ſhould, in a letter to 
Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, ſtate the juſtice of my call 
to the employment whereof I was poſſeſſed, and 
the conditions on which I received my commif- 
ſion, being particularly ſolicited to it by Crom- 
wel himſelf, when he appeared in the ſhape of 
a commonwealth's man; the authority that gave 
me my commiſſion the preſent defection from 
that authority and common cauſe, which Crom- 


wel, as well as I, had engaged to maintain; 


the duty incumbent upon me to diſperſe the aid 
books, becauſe the ſubſtance of my diſſatisfacti- 
on was contained in them; withal, to declare 
what I would be ſatisfied with, if it might be 
attained ; and if that could not be, how far T 
thought myſelf obliged to ſubmit, A letter to 
this effe& being drawn up by me, with the ad- 
vice of the officers above mentioned, I ſent it 
to the Lieutenant-General ; and, ſome time af- 
ter, received a meſſage from bim, to acquaint 
me, that, according to a late order brought to 
him from England, I muſt either deliver my 
commiſſion, or be ſent priſoner thither. I told 
the meſſenger, that I could not comply with his 
demand, though I ſhould be ſent prifoner to 
Rome; but that the commiſſion lay in a cabi- 
net in my cloſer, where he might find it; if he 
thought fit to break open the door, and take it 
away. But he, having no other orders than to 
demand the delivery of my commiſſion,” depart- 
ed without it. A day or two after, Mr. Miles 
Corbet came to my houſe by order of the'Lieu- 
5 and ſhewed me the letter that 
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Cromwel had ſent, to require him to demand 
the ſurrender of my commiſſion; and, in caſe 
of refuſal, to ſecure my perſon in Ireland, or to 
ſend me priſoner to England. He uſed what 
arguments he could to induce me to a compli- 
ance ; which when I had heard, I ſet down in 
writing my anſwer, to be delivered to Lt-Gen: 
Fleetwood ; which was in ſubſtance to let him 
know, That I looked upon my commiſſion to 
be of no more danger to them, than if it was 
actually taken from me, and cancelled at the 
head of the army; but that I was not willing, 
by a voluntary ſubmiſſion, to own the juſtice of 
the preſent order, becauſe I had received the 
faid commiſſion from the parliament, to ſerve 
as an officer in their army, in order to the exe- 
cution of juſtice upon thoſe who had murdered 
and oppreſſed the Engliſh Proteſtants; and that 
I durſt not conſent to be withdrawn from that 
duty by any, - fave that authority alone which 
had placed me in that ſtation ; that if I had re- 
ceived my commiſſion immediately from the 
General, I ſhould not willingly return it at bis 
pleaſure in this conjuncture, as well in regard 
to the duty I owed to the public, as to the ar- 
my; that it could be eſteemed nothing leſs than 
2 wilfel betraying of that cauſe for which I had 
contended in conjunction with the army, if I, 
who had been honoured with an employment 
in a war raiſed for the defence of liberty, a- 
gainſt the arbitrary power of a ſingle perſon, 
ſhould voluntarily fubmir to what was propoſed. 
For ſince the whole authority of the three na- 
tions was aſſumed by the army, if I ſhould ac- 
knowledge the entire diſpoſal of all things rela- 
ting to that army to reſide in the Genera), —_ 
| WwW 


Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq, 79 
would this. be, but to declare my conſent to give 


up the power of the parliament, army, and na- 
tion, into his hands? However, to avoid extre- 


mities as far as I was able, I propoſed, that if a 
council of the officers who were about Dublin 
might be called, and that, upon a full hearing 
and debate of the matter, they ſhould declare it 
to be my duty; I would ſubmit, as to the higher 
powers, having none at preſent to appeal to 
from them but God. This expedient being not 
approved, the Lieutenant-General ſent Mr. Miles 
Corbet again to me, with a propoſition; That I 
would chuſe either to go to London, or to'be 
confined in Ireland. In anſwer to which, and 
upon conſideration of the diſcompoſure of my 
affairs in England, by reaſon of a great debt left 
upon my eſtate at my departure thence, not 
likely to be leſſened by my abſence, and being 
very deſirous to come to a ſpeedy trial for my 
refuſal to deliver my — I made choice 
of the former. Mr. Corbet then told me, that 
a man of war ſhould be prepared for my tranſ- 
portation, provided I would give my word to 
appear before Cromwel, and not to act any 
thing againſt him in the mean time; to which 
I conſented. - For though I durſt not engage to 
diſable myſelf from acting, whilſt nothing was 
objected againſt me, leſt I ſhould thereby not 
only have given away my own liberty, but alſo 
make an ill precedent for other men; yet, being 
now accuſed of a pretended crime, I was con- 
tented to paſs my parole to appear as deſired, 
and in the mean time not to act againſt him. 
When the Lieutenant-General perceived that I 
was reſolved on my journey, he deſired me to 
put off my departure for two months; pretend- 
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ing that things being in ſome diſorder in Eng- 
land, he feared Cromwel might apprehend a ne- 
ceſſity of uſing me with more ſeverity than he 
wiſhed; and, to ſoften this delay, gave a war- 
rant for the payment of a ſum of money to me, 
for defraying my expences whilſt I ftaid, toge- 
ther with thoſe of my journey to London. And 
indeed what he ſaid concerning the diſorders of 
England was not without ground; things run- 
ning every day more and more into confuſion; 
the cavaliers being enraged to ſee the throne u- 
ſurped; and thoſe who had hazarded all for their 
country finding themſelves cheated; cuſtom and 
exciſe. raiſed without authority of parliament; 
and taxes impoſed to no other end, than to ſup- 
port the pride and inſolence of a ſingle perſon. 
Some there were that openly oppoſed theſe op- 
preſſions. And, amongſt others, Mr. George 
Cony, a merchant, who having refuſed to pay 
cuſtom, it was violently taken from him; and 
he thereupon ſued the Collector at the common 
law. But Cromwel, reſolving to put a ſtop to 
ſuch dangerous precedents, cauſed the counſel 
for Mr. Cony, who were, Serjeant Maynard, Ser- 
jeant Twyſden, and Mr. Wadham Wyndham, 
to be ſent to the Tower; where they had not 
been above three or four days, when they un- 
worthily petitioned to be ſet at liberty, acknow- 
dedging their fault, and promiſing to do fo no 
more; chuſing rather to ſacrifice the cauſe of 
their client, wherein that of their country was 
alſo eminently concerned, than to endure a lit- 
tle reſtraint, with the lo of the fees for a few 
days. By this means, when the cauſe came to 
the next hearing, Mr. Cony was neceſſitated to 
plead for himſelf; which he did in as ſhort 3 
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manner as he could ; referring it wholly to the 
judge, ' whether that tax, being not authoriſed 
by parliament, ought to be: paid by the law of 
the land; and declaring; that he would abide by 
his judgment therein.  Serjeant Rolls, then 
Chief Juſtice of the upper bench, though a con- 
ſcientious man, and a lover of civil liberty, yet 
not daring to determine it for him, ſaid, that 
ſomething muſt be allowed to caſes of neceſſity. 
To which Mr. Cony replied, That it was never 
wont to be a good plea in law, for a man to 
make neceſſities, and then to plead them. But 
the judge, wanting courage, would not give 
judgment againſt the uſurper; and being too 
much an honeſt man to give it for him, he took 
time till the next enſuing term to conſider what 
rule he ſhould give in the caſe. In the mean 
time, upon conſideration that his continuance 
in that ſtation was like to enſnare him more and 
more, he deſired, by a letter to Cromwel, to 
have his guietus; and Serjeant Glynn was ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him in his employment, as a 
fitter inſtrument to carry on the deſigns on foot. 
The new Chief Juſtice, before he came to ſit on 
the bench, took care to have this buſineſs ac- 
commodated with Cony; who loſt his reputa- 
tion, by withdrawing himſelf from a (cauſe 
wherein the public was ſo much concerned, Sir 
Peter Wentworth, a member of the long par- 
liament, cauſed alſo a Collector in the country 
to be arreſted, and proſecuted at his ſuit, though 
he could hardly procure an Attorney to appear, 
or counſel to plead for him. Cromwel, w_ 
received notice of this proſecution, ſent a mel: 
ſenger, with an order to bring him before the 
council; where being examined concerning the 
ground 
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-ground of his proceeding, he told them, thathe 
was moved to it by his conſtant principle, © That, 
by the law of England, no money ought to be 
* levied upon the people without their conſent 
< in parliament.” - Cromwel then aſked: him, 
Whether he would withdraw his action or no? 
To which he replied, **If you will command me, 
I muſt ſubmit ;” and thereupon, Cromwel ha- 
ving commanded it, he withdrew: his action. 
Some time after, taking the liberty, in a diſcourſe 
with him, to reprove him for that retractation, he 
made me this anſwer, That na man could have 
done more than he did to the time of his ap- 
;pearing at the council; and that if he had then 
failed in any thing, it muſt be attributed to his 
age of threeſcore and three years; when, faid 


te, the blood does not run with the ſame vigour | 


as in younger men. It having been diſcovered, 
that the Lord Grey of Grooby had given to'a 
perſon a copy of the memento. which I had. be- 
fore diſperſed in Ireland, he was fent for to Lon- 
don, and committed priſoner to Windſor caſtle 
for the ſame. The next term he ſued for a 
Habeas corpus; which the Chief Juſtice, ac- 
cording to law, granted him. But the Gover- 
nor of Windſor caſtle refuſed to give obedience 
to the order of court, and ſo rendered it ine 
fectual to him; inſomuch that he could not ob- 
tain his liberty till he had given a pecuniary ſe- 
curity not to act againſt the government; which 
he choſe to do rather than to engage his parole; 
thereby hazarding only the loſs of ſo much mo- 
ney, and preſerving his honour and integrity. 
Col. Sexby was alſo ſuſpected to have had a hand 
in the diſperſion of the petitions and memento's 
before mentioned; and thereupon was ſent * 
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in order to be ſecured: which he having notice 
of, fled; but was purſued fo cloſe, that his man 
was taken with his portmanteau. Cromwel be- 
ing diſappointed of taking him, pretended on 
the account of ancient friendſhip to paſs by what 
he had done, and propoſed to employ him as 
his agent to thoſe of Bourdeaux, who had ap- 
plied themſelves for ſuecour againſt the oppreſ- 
ſing miniſtry of France. The Colonel being: 
under neceſſity, accepted of the employment; 
and Cromwel ordered him a ſum of money to 
ſupply his. preſent occaſions, with letters of ex- 
change for more at Bourdeaux. Being thus fur- 
niſhed, he went over to France; where his bu- 
ſineſs being betrayed to the magiſtrates of Bour- 
deaux, they gave order to ſeize his perſon; but 
he having received advice of their intentions, 
made his eſcape by night over the wall of the 
town, and departed from that kingdom. ns 

In Ireland it was thought fit to diſband ſome 
part of the army; yet rather to free themſelves 
of ſome of the diſcontented party, than that na- 
tion of the charge. In order to this, a liſt was 
produced lately ſent from England, appointing 
what regiments of horſe and foot ſhould be bro- 
ken. Of theſe mine was to be one; though care 
was taken that thoſe of my regiment, or any o-' 
ther, that would fail with any wind, ſhould be 
provided for. And it muſt be acknowledged, 
that they were ſo juſt to allow both officers and 
ſoldiers their full arrears out of the forfeited' 
lands in each county, according to the rates that! 
had been ſet upon them by the general council 
of officers, wherein the goodneſs and conve- 
niency of every county was eſtimated and e- 
qually balanced. The arrears of my * 
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fell by lot to be ſatisfied in the county of Wex 
ford; where I ordered Capt. Walcot, my Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant, with my Cornet and Quarter- 
maſter, to act for me, which they did; and my 
proportion in the ſaid land yielded me about 
100 1. the firſt year, and afterwards near 200 J. 
It was reported to be farther improvable; but 
I never ſaw it, and know not whether I ever 
ſhall. My Lieutenant-Colonel having had his 
arrears with the reſt of the regiment, was accu - 
ſed of ſaying, that this diſtribution would prove 
invalid without an a& of parliament, and the 
crime aggravated by one, who informed at the 
head quarters, as if he deſigned to excite the ſol · 
diers to a mutiny ; - whereupon he was ſent for, 
and committed to cuſtody till he gave aſſurance 
of his quiet and peaceable behaviour. 
I) be deſign of ſeizing the riches of the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt Indies having proved un- 
ſucceſsful, and inſtead of bringing gold or ſilver 
home, much was tranſported: from hence thi- 
ther, where many of our men daily periſhed 
through want, and the exceſſive heats of that 
climate; yet it was reſolved to keep Jamaica, of 
which place Col. Forteſcue was made Governor, 
and Commander in Chief of the forces there, 
after the return of Col. Venables. Amongſt o- 
thers that died, there was one Mr. Winſlow; 
who had been deſigned to be Governor of ſome 
place when they could get it. In this expedi- 
tion one Mr. Gage a prieſt died alſo, who was 
reported to have been a principal adviſer of this 
undertaking. Col. Forteſcue continued not long 
in his employment before he died alſo. After. 
whoſe death Col. Edward D'Oyly was made com- 
mander in Chief; and he falling to plant, made 
| | 4 
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a ſhift to get a ſubſiſtence z which was but a poor 
return for the expence and loſs ſuſtained in this 
attempt. And as Cromwel was thus prodigal of 
the lives of Engliſhmen abroad, fo was he no 
leſs of our liberties at home: for not contenting 
himſelf with the death of many of thoſe who had 
raiſed arms againſt him, and ſeizure of the goods 
of that party, he tranſported whole droves of 
them at a time into foreign parts, without any 
legal trial. In the number of thoſe that were 
ſent away, were Mr. William Afhburaham, Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong, and others; to whom may 
be added Lt-Col. John Lilburn, who, contrary 
to all law, and after an acquittal by a jury, had 
been formerly baniſhed. And now to prevent 
Maj.-Gen. Overton from the benefit of a Habeas 
corpus, for which Cromwel was informed he in · 
tended to move, though he had no reaſon to al- 
ledge why it ſhould be denied bim, yet he ſent 
him in cuſtody to Jerſey, with the hazard of his 
life, and to the great prejudice of his eſtate, 
Maj. John Wildman was alſo ſeized upon, and 
it was pretended that he was taken dictating to 
his ſervant a declaration for levying war againſt 
Oliver Cromwel. The citizens of Landon were 
made acquainted with it; and the ſaid Major 
brought to London by a guard of horſe, and 
committed priſoner to the Tower. 

Oliver having felt the pulſe of the army in 
Ireland, as was obſerved before, reſolved to ſend 
his ſon Harry thither, that, being on the place, 
he might be the more able to fix the ſoldiery to 
his intereſt, In his journey to Ireland with his 
wife and family, he was every where careſſed by 
the cavalier-party ; and particularly entertained 
by Col. Moſſon in North-Wales, where the 
Vo. IL H health 
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health of his father was drunk by the ſaid Colo- 
nel. After ſome time ſpent in thoſe parts, he 
put to ſea; and upon his arrival in the bay of 
Dublin, the men of war that accompanied him, 
and other ſhips in the harbour, rung ſuch a peal 
with their cannon, as if ſome great good news 
had been coming to us: and though the uſual 
place of landing for thoſe who came in ſhips of 
war was near my houſe, yet he and his company 
went up in boats to the Rings-end ; where they 
went aſhore, and were met there by moſt of the 
officers civil and military about the town. The 
end of his coming over was not at firſt diſcover- - 
ed, and conjectured to be only to command in 
the army as Major-General under Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood. The two months agreed on at the deſire 
of the Lieutenant-General for my ſtay in Ireland 
being expired, he renewed his requeſt, that I 
would again defer my journey to England for 
two months longer ; to which I conſented, not 
doubting that it proceeded from his friendſhip to 
me. But the laſt two months drawing near to 
an end, I began to prepare for my journey : 
which being obſerved, an order, purſuant to in- 
ſtructions from England, was brought to me by 
Col. Thomas Herbert, Secretary of the council, 
requiring me to remain in Ireland. The Se- 
cretary told me, that he had it in commiſſion 
from Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, to acquaint me, that 
upon his own account, and notwithſtanding this 
order, he would take upon him to give me per- 
miſſion to go into England for ſettling my af- 
fairs there, if I would engage to return within 
ſix months, and not act againſt the preſent go- 
yernment during that time. | | 
Though I thought myſelf very ill uſed, on 
+48 | only 
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only by being denied the opportunity of — 
to a ſpeedy trial for not delivering my commiſ- 
ſion at the command of the General, but alſo by 
being prevented to take care of my private af- 
fairs without theſe fetters; yet I let him know, 
that I would attend the Lieutenant-General the 
next morning concerning this matter. Which 
having done according to my promiſe, he preſ- 
ſed me to comply with his requeſt, with the ge- 
neral argument of the duty that lay upon me to 
ſubmit to the higher powers, I anſwered, That 
as I conceived it was yet in diſpute who were 
theſe higher powers, whether, the government 
of a commonwealth, or that of a ſingle perſon 
that I knew not whether, within the time pre- 
fixed by him for me to engage not to act, I 
might have an opportunity ſo to do; and there- 
fore durſt not engage to the contrary. He de- 
manded of me what I judged an opportunity to 
juſtify me in ſuch an undertaking ? To which L 
replied, Such an appearance of good men, as 
might probably balance the power of the ſingle 
perſon. I took the liberty alſo to tell him, that 
he himſelf had already juſtified that principle by 
his. own practice in acting againft the King. 


© But, faid he, we had the authority of the 


&« parliament for oyr juſtification.” But what, 
ſaid I, have you to countenance you in your a- 
ctions now for a ſingle perſon againſt the parlia- 
ment, which I may not have to juſtify me in 
acting with another power againſt this ſingle 
perſon? And, for any thing I know, the ſame 
parliamentary authority that commiſſioned us all 
to act againſt the King, may, within that time, au- 
thoriſe me to act againſt the preſent ſingle per- 


ſon. Two or three conferences and meſſages 
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paſſed between us upon this buſineſs ; the reſult 
of all which was, that I promiſed to render my- 
felf a priſoner to Cromwel, who might farther 
diſpoſe of me as God ſhould permit him. But 
this offer not proving ſatisfactory, the council 
ſeconded their former order, and required me 
not to go out of Ireland without their farther di- 
rections. Finding myſelf thus furrounded, and 
well knowing that this hardſhip was impoſed up- 
on me by order from Whitehall, and that what 
the Lieutenant-General had propoſed, was out 
of affection to my perſon, I thought myſelf ob- 
liged to uſe my utmoſt endeavours to ſecure him 
from ſuffering for his civility and friendſhip to 
me. To that end, I propoſed, that though I 
could not engage poſitively not to act during fix 
months, as was deſired, becauſe whatever op- 
portunity might be offered, I ſhould then have 
my hands tied during the ſaid time; yet I would 
promiſe not to act within that time againſt the 
preſent government, unleſs I had firſt ſurrender- 
ed myſelf to the General, or Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood, and defired of them to be freed from this 
engagement. Lt-Gen. Fleetwood conſented to 
this propoſition, profeſſing his readineſs to com- 
ply with my defires in what he could. And ac- 
cordingly this agreement being drawn up to our 
mutual ſatisfaction, together with his permiſſion 
for my departure to England, was ſigned by him 
at the Phenix, in the preſence of Mr. Corbet, 
then Chief Baron in that nation. The next day 
Col. Lawrence came to me; and, after ſome diſ- 
courſe, told me, that, by reaſon of ſome oppo- 
ſition which the Licutenant-General had met 
with in my affair, he had ſent him to deſire of 


me, that, notwithſtanding what had paſſed be- 
Ween 
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tween us, I would reſpite my journey for a fort- 
night or three weeks longer ; in which time he 
doubted not to clear my way for me. I preſent- 
ly ſuſpected from what corner the wind blew, 
but knew not how to help myſelf for the pre- 
ſent. The next morning Mr. Corbet ſent me a 
meſſage, to deſire that I would meet him on the 
road betwixt my houſe and Dublin ; which ha» 
ving done according to his appointment, he ac- 
quainted me more particularly with what had 
happened; telling me, that Col. Cromwel was 
ſo enraged at the form of our agreement, that 
he had written to his father concerning it, inſo- 
much that if I ſhould venture to go, he doubred 
might be obſtructed by the way; which would 
not only be troubleſome to me, but diſhonour- 
able to the Lieutenant-General. He aſſured.me 
alſo, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood would take ſuch 
care to repreſent the matter in England, that all 
obſtacles to my paſſage might be removed in a 
ſhort time; and deſired of me, that I would not 
have the worſe opinion of him for not perform- 
ing at preſent what he had promiſed, In anſwer 
to Mr. Corbet, I let him know, that I found 
myſelf ſo much diſpoſed to the contrary, that 
whereas once I thought the Lieutenant-General 
could have done more for me if he would, now 
I clearly perceived he had done more on my ac- 
count than he could well anſwer. | 
It now began to be public, that Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood was ſuddenly to depart for England, 
though it was given out that his buſineſs. there 
was only to adviſe in ſome particular affairs, and 
that. he ſhould ſpeedily return to Ireland. At 
his departure, he was accompanied by Col. 
Cromwel and his Lady, the council, the Mayor 
H 3 and 
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and Aldermen of Dublin, with moſt of the con- 
fiderable perſons then about the city. They 
brought bim as far as my houſe, which ſtood 
near the place of imbarking, where, after a ſnort 
ſtay, he went on board, and de for Eng- 
land; leaving me with a permiſſion to tranſport 
myſelf into England, which was to take effect a- 
bout a month after, requiring all perſons to per- 
mit me to paſs without interruption. He pro- 
miſed me likewiſe, that in the mean time he 
would take care to remove all difficulties that 
might hinder me, and that it ſnould be the firſt 
buſineſs he would do after his arrival at London. 
Some time after, I underſtood by a letter from 
my father Oldſworth, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood 
had aſſured him, that I would ſuddenly be in 
* and that he had left me a paſſport 
as ſufficient to that purpoſe as he could give, of 
I needed; which being ſpoken by him after he 
had been with his father Cromwel, made me 
preſume he had cleared the way for me. Ha- 
ving received this advice, I prepared for my jour- 
ney; and waiting on Mr. Corbet to take my 
leave of him, I ſhewed him the Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral's paſs, and that clauſe in my father Oldſ- 
worth's letter which related to it. He told me, 
that Col. Cromwel, who was then in his pro- 
greſs, had ſent a meſſage to him, that he ſhould 
acquaint me with a ſecond order lately brought 
from England, to require poſitively my ſtay in 
Ireland; but withal added, that, being unwil- 
ling to be employed in ſuch unwelcome meſſa- 
ges to his friends, he had made his excuſe to the 
Colonel by letter; which he preſumed was ac- 
cepted by him, becauſe he had heard nothing of 
it ſince that time: and therefore declared, 
e 
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he mentioned it not to me as a perſon commiſ- 
fioned fb to do, but only as a friend. I told 
him, that I ſhould take no notice of it, but pro- 
ceed on my voyage, as I had before deſigned, 
having already hired a veſſel to that end, He 
then defired, that I would ſtay till the re- 
turn of Col. Cromwel, which would certainly 
be within two or three days, leſt it ſhould be 
ſuſpected that he had adviſed with me about my 
departure. I being unwilling to bring any pre- 
judice upon him, conſented to defer my jour- 
ney till the return of Col. Cromwel; and endea- 
youred to attend him on the day of his coming 
to town, But he arriving late in the night, 1 
found myſelf obliged to go home without ſpeak- 
ing to him, by reaſon of a humour fallen upon 
one of my legs, which had been hurt by a hor + 
fo that I was conſtrained to put my wife to the 
trouble of making my excuſe ; who acquainting 
him with my condition, and ſhewing him the 
Lieutenant-General's paſs, with the clauſe in 
that letter before mentioned, aſſured him that 
the compoſure and fettlement of my eſtate in 
England neceſſarily required my preſence there. 
He told her, that he knew nothing to hinder 
my paſſage, and that a man of war was ready in 
the harbour for our tranſportation ; and deſiring 
| her to dine, promiſed, that, after dinner, they 
ſhould go together to Cork-houſe, ro ſpeak with 
Mr. Corbet her hufband's old friend, as he fa- 
voured me to call him, and that the work ſhould 
de done. My wife accordingly went with him, 
full of expectation that the bufineſs ſhe came a- 
bout would be effected. But after he had con- 
falted with Mr. Corbet, he told her, that though 
I had the Lieutenant-General's paſs, yet, 3 
| e 
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he had ſince received a command for my ſtay; 
he could not give order for my departure: that 
if ſhe would go, ſhe ſhould have a ſhip of war to 
tranſport her; which ſhe excuſed, unleſs I might 
have permiſſion to go alſo. © Then, faid ſhe, 
* though you will not grant a warrant for my 
& huſband's going, I hope you will not order 
& his ſtay.” No indeed, ſaid Col. Cromwel, 
& J ſhall not, though I think it would be much 
«& better for him to ſtay; though what I ſpeak 
«& js as a friend, and not as one in authority.” 

- Upon conſideration of theſe particulars, 1ſt, 
'That I had the Lieutenant-General's order, who 
was then the chief officer in Ireland, together 
with Mr. Corbet's advice for my going, Who was 
one of the council, in caſe I were not ordered to 


ſtay; and alſo Col. Cromwel's promiſe, who was 


principal in command upon the place, that he 
would not detain me; I reſolved to go aboard. 
And having written a letter to Col. Cromwel, 


to aſſure him that the end of my going to Eng- 


land was to ſettle my diſcompoſed family and e- 
ſtate, I ordered it not to be delivered to him till 
the next day about noon, and endeavoured to 
get on board with my wife and ſervants on that 
day: but the wind blowing hard, and the wea- 
ther being very bad, no boat could be procured 
that would adventure to ſea. At laſt I prevail- 
ed, not without difficulty, with the maſter of 
one of the largeſt herring-veſſels that was in the 


bay to carry me and my family to the ſhip which 


was to tranſport me, and lay about a league and 
a half from the ſhore. We departed between 
two and three in the afternoon, and were ac- 


companied to the ſhip by about 200 people of 


the place: fo that it could not be juſtly ſaid, as 
| it 


— 2 ot. os a_. oo. od... ciizc.cz-ckqc.t- 


S Fj , HO — &© 


Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq, 93 


it was afterwards, that I ſtole away privately ; 
the road by which the veſſel muſt neceſſarily 
paſs, being alſo within ſipht of Dublin. Being 
arrived on board the man of war which lay rea- 
dy for us, we weighed anchor about eleven o 
clock that night, and recovered the harbour of 


Beaumaris by next day at noon; about which + 


time my letter to Col. Cromwel was, according 
to my order, delivered to him by my ſervant. 
The weather was ſo tempeſtuous, that we durſt 
not adventure to land till the fecond day after 
our arrival ; when the wind ſomewhat abating, 
we went aſhore; where the Governor of Beau- 
maris met us, and furniſhed us with horſes to 
carry us to the town. We obſerved him to 
look a little melancholy, yet ſuſpected not the 
reaſon of it. But after dinner the Governor, as 
civilly as he could, acquainted me, that one 
Capt. Shaw, who was then in town, had brought 
him an order from Col, Henry Cromwel, and 
the reſt of the council in Ireland, ro detain me 
there till the pleaſure of his father ſhould be 
known concerning me. I deſired a ſight of the 
order, and found it to be directed to the Gover- 
nor of Beaumaris, Cheſter, or any other garri- 
ſon, or Commander of any of the forces, &c. 


and ſigned by Henry Cromwel, * *** * pepis, 


Matt. Thomlinſon, and Miles Corbet. Capt. 
Shaw excuſed himſelf for being employed in this 
meſſage ; and told me, that the day after I left 
Ireland, he being juſt then arrived from Eng- 
land, and very weary of his journey, went to 
bed; where he had not been above an hour, be- 
fore he was ſent for by Col. Cromwel, and told, 
that being informed of my departure for Eng- 
land, which was expreſsly againſt an order * 

| om 
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from his father, he had immediately ſummoned a 
council, where it had been agreed to ſend after 
me, and to ſecure me whereſoever I ſhould be 
overtaken ; and that he had pitched upon him 
as a fit perſon to be employed in this buſineſs, 
and to attend his father and the Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral with an account of it. He ſaid he had en- 
deavoured to get himſelf excuſed ; but neither 
his wearineſs by reaſon of his great journey, nor 
any other arguments, would prevail with Col, 
Cromwel. I told him, that thoſe who reſolved 
to worſhip the riſing ſun, muſt not refuſe to run 
upon more ungrateful errands than this, even 
towards the beſt of their friends; and therefore 
could not ſuppoſe, that any reſpe& which he ex- 
preſſed to have for me, ſhould prevail to excuſe 
him from this employment ; however, that I 
thought Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, whom I knew to 
be the perſon he hoped to advance himſelf by, 
would not take it well that he ſhould be inſtru- 
mental in offering this affront to his authority, 
he being chief Governor of Ireland, and I on 
my journey by his paſſport and permiſſion, who 
I hoped underſtood his own power. 'The Lord 
Fitzwilliams, a civil perſon, though a Papiſt, 
and one who had been Lieutenant-General to 
Preſton when he commanded an army of Iriſh 
rebels, came over with us from Ireland; and 
being ready to take horſe for London, was plea- 
ſed to give mea viſit before he went ; wherein he 
not only expreſſed himſelf very ſorry to ſee me un- 
der reſtraint, but aſſured me of his readineſs to uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours with his Highneſs the 
Lord Protector, as he thought fit to call him, in 
my behalf, I gave him my thanks for his civi- 
lity ; but thought it a ſtrange revolution of af - 

fairs, 
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fairs, that the intereſt of a Gentleman who had 
been Lieutenant-General in the army of the Iriſh 
rebels, ſhould be ſo much greater than mine in 


the General of the army of the commonwealth. 


Capt. Shaw being ready to "depart for London, 
and deſiring to know if he could do any ſervice 
for me there, I gave him a letter for Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood, which was to let him know what 
had happened ſince his departure, wherein I 
thought him to be much more concerned than 
myſelf; and that being his priſoner, and coming 
upon his permiſſion, the affront was wholly 
done to him, though the ſuffering part fell to 
my ſhare. In the evening I was conveyed to a 
widow's houſe in the town ; where I had the 
conveniency of a chamber and dining-room, 
with a centinel placed at the ſtair's head. 
With great impatience I expected the return 
of the poſt from London ; hoping that the 
matter would be ſo preſented by Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood and Capt. Shaw, that I might have 
my liberty. But the uſurper, whoſe jealouſies 
increaſed with his guilt, being informed of my 
landing, diſpatched an order to the Governor of 
Beaumaris, to this effect, That whereas Lt- 


“Gen. Ludlow was ſtoln out of Ireland, he 


© ſhould take care to keep him in ſtrict and ſafe 
* cultody, and not to permit any to ſpeak with 
% him.” Upon the receipt of this order, the 
Governor, reſolving to make his fortune by any 
means, propoſed to impriſon me in the caſtle ; 


the air of which place is ſo unhealthy, that the 
ſoldiers dare not lodge there. And it is obſer- 


ved, that few priſoners who have been confined 
there, have ever recovered from the diſtempers 
waich they contracted. I told him, that, being 

; in 
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in his power, I could not reſiſt ; but the wars 
rant requiring no ſuch thing, a time might come 
wherein he might be called to account for what 
be now did. Whereupon he thought fit to let 
me remain at my lodgings ; but permitted no 
man to come to me, ſave my own ſervants, and 
of thoſe not above twa. One cauſe of this ſe- 
verity toward me, as I conjecture, was, that I 
might not have an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
the officers of the Iriſh brigade, leſt I ſhould 
have put them in mind of their duty; who ha- 
ving ferved Cromwel's turn in aſſiſting to ſup» 
preſs the late attempts againſt him, were now 
returning for Ireland, and lay at Beaumaris in 
expettatian of a wind. Neither did their cruelty 
extend only to me. But Col. Cromwel having 
notice that Col, Kempſtone, who married my 
ſiſter, had aſſiſted me in my going away, and 
had not given advice to him of it, committed 
him to priſon z where he was uſed with equal 
| ſeverity as myſelf; though he alledged in his ju- 
ſtification, that he knew not that I was guilty af 
any crime, nor that I was forbidden to depart 
from Ireland ; and though he did not know of 
any neceſſity I had of a paſs for my going, yet 
he well knew that I had one from Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood, the chief officer of Ireland; and that 
he only accompanied me to the water-ſide, as a 
hundred more had done. | 
To prevent any falſe repreſentation of the 
Kate + po buſmneſs, I gave an account of it to 
my friends in Ireland, as well as to thoſe in 
England. Some of my letters were intercepted ; 
and in one of them was found an expreſſion to 
this effect. Though I know not of any crime 


< whereof I am guilty, r 
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« thoſe with whom I have engaged, than by 
< thoſe againſt whom I fought : for when T 
<< was made priſoner by the latter, no perſon 
< vas denied the liberty of coming to me, and 
« ] was permitted in public to give my 

4 jn juſtification of the proceedings of the par- 
« liament; but the preſent powers being, as it 
% ſeems, more conſcious of their own guilt, will 
© not permit me either to ſee or ſpeak with any 
« of my friends.” After I had been ſix weeks 
a priſoner, Capt. Shaw returned to Beaumaris, 
with an order for my diſcharge, on condition 
that I would ſign an engagement which he 
brought ready drawn, to oblige myſelf never to 
act againſt the. preſent government. He told 
me, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, ſuſpecting my un- 
willingneſs to ſign any ſuch , had defired 
Col. John Jones to accompany him to me; and 
either to perſuade me to fubſcribe it, or to ac- 
commodate the buſineſs as well as he could. Ac- 
cordingly Col. Jones came to me with Col. Sad- 
ler, who commanded the Iriſh brigade before 


mentioned, and who had been long in the town, 


though he durſt not come to me before this time. 
Upon the peruſal of this engagement, which was 
propoſed as the condition of my diſcharge, I foon 
came to a reſolution, that I would not ſign it, if 
my life as well as my liberty had lain at ſtake 


acquainting them with the reaſons of my refuſal, 


and with the ement given to Lt-Gen. 


Fleetwood, by which I ftood obliged to render 
myſelf a priſoner either to Cromwel or himſelf; 
which I was ready to perform. Col. Sadler ſaid, 
That it was highly reaſonable, and as much as 
could be expected from me; and added, that 
he was confident the difference between Crom- 
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wel and me was grounded upon miſtakes; he ha- 
ving heard him expreſs great affection to me, 
with proteſtations that he wiſhed me as well as 
any man in the three nations. I thought it not 
convenient to take much pains to undeceive 
him; but was rather willing he ſhould believe 
that he ſpoke in earneſt, though indeed he loved 
no-perſon living any farther than he ſerved to 
promote his ambition: for how could it be ex- 
pected, that one who had ſacrificed his conſcience ' 
and honour, as well as the cauſe of his country, 
to the idol of his pride, ſhould ſcruple to trample 
under foot any man that ſtood in his way ? One 
of the company endeavoured to perſuade me to 
ſign the paper as it was drawn; reſerving to my- 
ſelf thoſe explanations which I had before pro- 
poſed, or elſe to look upon myſelf as free 1 
any obligation, being under a force. To which 
I anſwered, That I thought it below a man to 
be compelled to any act againſt his conſcience, 
with an intention to violate the ſame; and that 
to reſerve any explanations to myſelf, as it had 
been againſt my practice, ſo was it contrary to 
my principles, unleſs the Governor would con- 
ſent to accept my ſubſcription to the engage- 
ment with ſuch an explanation as I was willing 
to make. Thus deſpairing to obtain the liber- 
ty of purſuing my journey at that time, I prepa- 
red to ſend my wife to ſettle my affairs as well 
as ſhe could; and the company being gone to 
dinner, I wrote letters to my friends and relati- 
ons; when on a ſudden Col. Jones and Col. 
Sadler came up to tell me, that the Governor 
was willing to diſcharge me, if I would ſign the 
engagement with ſuch an explanation as I had 
propoſed. Hereupon I deſired the Governor not 
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to do any thing out of reſpect to me, that might 
not conſiſt with the duty of his place, or prove 
to be to his prejudice ; my explanation being, in 
my opinion, an abſolute repeal of the engage- 
ment as ſoon as I had rendered myſelf, He re- 
plied, he had conſidered of it; and was willing 
to accept of it, if I would it, Whereupon 
the company deſired me to draw my own expla- 
nation; which I did to this effect, viz. © I look 
« upon this engagement now tendered to me 
e for my ſubſcription by the Governor of Beau- 
«© maris, by order from, &c. to be no longer of 
« any force than till I have rendered myſelf a 
« priſoner at Whitehall; and in that ſenſe I 
C only ſubſcribe it.” Having drawn and ſigned 
two copies: of this explanation, and procured 
them to be attefted by Col. John Jones, Col. 
Sadler, and Capt. Shaw, I delivered one of them 
to the Governor, and kept the other myſelf; 
and then ſigned the engagement. Capt. Shaw 
informed me, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood had been 
much concerned for my reſtraint, and had ex- 
preſſed himſelf highly diſpleaſed with- him for 
undertaking that employment; that he had uſed 
all poſſible diligence for my liberty, in which he 
had met with great oppoſition ; in particular, 
that Maj.-Gen. Lambert had endeavoured to 
3 him, that I was of ſuch principles, and 
uch a ſpirit, as not to deſerve my liberty; 
though I cannot remember, that our familiarity 
had ever been ſo great as to enable him to give 
a character of me. | 1 

Having thus cleared my way, I departed from 
Beaumaris, and, paſſing over Penman-Maur, I 
arrived at Conway the firſt night. From thence 
in two days I reached Wrexham; where, after 
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we had been treated two or three days hy Col. 
Jones, my coach, which I had ſent before from 
Ireland, being brought to us, we ſet forward on 
our journey for London. But the ways being 
extremely bad, by reaſon of a froſt which yet 
was not able to bear the coach, it was near three 
o'clock before we came to Whitchurch, though 
it was not above twelve miles. But being deſi- 
rous to reach London if poſlible that week, fear- 
ing, if Cromwel ſhould hear of my being on the 
road, he would ſend to ſtop me, we travelled 
till nine o' clock that night, and the next after 
till twelve. The next day we came to Coven - 
try about four in the afternoon ; where Col. 
Whalley commanded as. Baſhaw, or Major-Ge- 
neral. After ſome refreſhment we continued 
our journey; and, by the help ofithe: moon-light, 
and: the ſnow that lay on the ground, we reached 
Punchurch a little after twelve. There we reſted 
till about three, and then ſer forward toward To- 
ceſter ; where we arrived by fix that night; and 
between one and two the next morning we bes 
gan our journey for London. But at Stony» 
ftratford the coach breaking, my wife and J, 
with two or three. ſervants, took horſe; and, a» 
bout ſix of the clock in the evening of the 1th 
of December,. one of the ſhorteft days of the 
year, we came to. Weſtminſter, having travelled 
fifty miles. that day. The ſame night I waited 
on Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, to acknowledge his care 
of me, and to acquaint him with the condition 
on which I had my liberty to come up, and 
with the explanation upon which only I had 
ſigned the engagement propoſed to me; and de» 
fired of him, that the whole matter of fact might 
be plainly ſtated to his father-in-law, and _ 


1 


L might be now accounted} free from that en» 
gagement, according to the explanation. He 


told: me, he was glad to ſee me there, and would 
take care to acquaint his Highneſs, as he called 
him, with what I had faid, and to repreſent" it 
as much as might be to my advantage. The 
next Wedneſday after my arrival, about eight 
in the evening, Cromwel ſent a Gentleman, one 


Mr. Fenwick, to let me know that he would 


ſpeak with me. I found him in his bedeham- 
ber at Whitehall, and with him Maj. -Gen. Lam - 
bert, Col. Sydenham, Mr. Walter Strickland, 
Col. Montague; and ſoon after came in Lt- Gen. 
Fleetwood. The firſt ſalute I received from him, 
was to tell me, that I had not dealt fairly with 
him, in making him to believe I had ſigned: an 


engagement not to act againſt him, and yet re- 


ſerving an explanation whereby I made void that 


engagement; which if it had not been made 


known to him, he might have relied upon my 
promiſe, and ſo have been engaged in blood be- 
fore he was aware. I told him, I knew not why 
he ſhould look upon me to be ſo conſiderable: 
neither could I apprehend how it had been poſ- 
ſible for me to deal more fairly and openly with 
him than I had done: for I had told his Gover- 
nor at Beaumaris, that if my life as well as my 
liberty had been at ſtake, I could not ſign the 
engagement ſimply; and therefore had reſolved 
to continue there, had not the Governor himſelf 
expreſſed: a deſire to accept of my fubſcription 
with that explanation. And becauſe I accounted 
it to be in effect a repeal of the engagement, I 
had told him ſo, and deſired him to do nothing 
out of reſpect to me that conſiſted not with his 
duty. Notwithſtanding which the Governor 

L'$ told 
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told me, he was free to accept my ſubſcription; 
ſo that I knew not but he might have received 
inſtructions ſo to do. No, faid Cromwel ; he 

4 had none from me.” That was more, ſaid I, 
than I knew; and if you had not' notice as well 
of the one as the other, it was not my fault, for 

I had acquainted you with neither; and thoſe 
who informed you of the one, I preſumed had 
made you acquainted with the other alſo. He 
then objected to me, that I was ſtoln from Ire- 

= - land without leave. To which I made anſwer, 
= That though I knew no cauſe why I ſhould ei- 
| cher detained in Ireland, or obliged to aſk 

e to depart; yet, to avoid all pretence of ex- 

ception againſt me, I had taken care to procure 
even that too, as far as it was poſlible; having a 
paſſport for England from Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
the chief officer of Ireland, with the advice of 
'Mr. Corbet, one of his council, for my coming, 
and his fon Harry's promiſe not to obftruft me 
in my journey. He next aſked me, Wherefore 
J would not engage not to act againſt the pre- 
ſent government? telling me, that, if Nero were 
in power, it would be my duty to ſubmit. To 
which I replied, That I was ready to ſubmit; 
and could truly ſay, that I knew not of any de- 
fign againſt him. But, ſaid I, if Providence o- 
pen a way, and give an opportunity of appear- 
ing in behalf of the people, I cannot conſent to 
tie my own hands before-hand, and oblige my- 
Elf not to lay hold on it. However, faid he, it 
is not reaſonable to ſuffer one that I diſtruſt to 
« come within my houſe, till he aſſure me he will 


do me no miſchief.” I told him, I was not ac- 
cuctomed to go to any houſe, unleſs I expected 
io be welcome; neither had I come hither but 
upon 
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upon a meſſage from him; and that I deſired 
nothing but a little liberty to breathe in the air, 
to which I conceived I had an equal right with 
other men, He then fell to inveigh bitterly a- 
gainſt Maj. Wildman, as the author of the pe- 
tition from the army,before mentioned ; reviling 
him with unhandſome language, and ſaying, he 
deſerved to be hanged ; and that he muſt ſecure 
me alſo, if I would not oblige myſelf never to 
act againſt him. I told him, I had gone as far as 
I could in that engagement which I had given to 
Lt-Gen, Fleetwood]; and, if that were not thought 
ſufficient, I reſolved, with God's aſſiſtance, to 
ſuffer any extremities that might be impoſed up- 
on me. Yes, ſaid he, we know your reſolution 
e well enough, and we have cauſe to be as ſtout as 
« you. But pray who ſpoke of your ſuffering ?* 
Sir, ſaid I, if I am not deceived, you mentioned 
the ſecuring my perſon. © Yea, ſaid he, and great 
« reaſon there is why we ſhould do fo: for I am 
& aſhamed to ſee that engagement which you have 
given to the Lieutenant- General; which would 
e be more fit for a General who ſhould be taken 
e priſoner, and that hath yet an army of 30,000 
* men in the field, than for one in your condi- 
* tion.” I anſwered, That it was as much as I 
could conſent to give, and what Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood thought fit to —_— Then beginning to 
carry himſelf more calmly, he faid, that he had 
been always ready to do me what good offices 
he could; and that he wiſhed me as well as he 
did any one of his council; deſiring me to make 
choice of ſome place to be in, where I might 
have good air. I aſſured him, that my diſſatisfa- 
ctions were not grounded upon any animoſity 
againſt his perſon ; and that if my own father 

were 


% 


were alive, and in his place, they would, 1 
doubted not, be altogether as great. He acknows 
ledged, that L had always carried myſelf fairly 
and openly to him; and: proteſted, that he had 
never given me juſt cauſe to act otherwiſe. 

When Cromwel had finiſhed his diſcourſe; 
fome of thoſe: who were: preſent began to malte 
their obſervations; and particularly Col. Mon- 
tague thought it worthy his e that: I had 


mtimated, If Providence ſhauld: offer. an occa# 
4 fion,. I was ready to act againſt the preſent go- 
« vernment; but the reſt of the company ſeems 
ed aſhamed: of what he ſaid. Maj.-Gen: Lame 
bert then deſired to know from me why I could 
not on this as a lawful government. Becauſe; 
aid I, it ſeems to me ta be in ſubſtance a re- 
— er that which we all engaged 2: 
gainſt, and had. with a great expence of bl 

and treaſure. aboliſhed. *© What then, ſaid he, 
& would you account to be a ſufficient warrant for 
«you to act againſt the preſent authority?” Pan- 
fivered,, When I might: rationally: hope to be 
ſupported by an authority: equal or ſuperior to 
this; and could be perſuaded, that the faid:autho- 
rity would employ its power for the good of 
mankind: But who ſnall be judge of that? ſaid 


cc he; for all are ready to ſay they do ſo, and we 


cc qurſelves think we uſe the beſt of our endea - 


© yours to that end.“ I replied, That, if they did 


fo, their crime was the leſs; becauſe every man 
ſtands obliged to govern himſelf by the light of 
his own reaſon ; which rule, with the aſſiſtance 
of God, L was deter mined to obſerve. Col: Sy+ 
denham ſaid, we might be miſtaken in Jucging 
that to be a power giving us a juſt and rati 

eall to act, which may not be ſo. I W 


| 
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that we ought: to be very careful and circum» 
ſpect in that particular, and at leaſt be aſſured 
of very probable grounds to believe the power 
under which we engage to be ſufficiently able to 
protect us in our undertaking; otherwiſe I ſhould 
account myſelf not only guilty of my own 
blood, but alſo in ſome meaſure of the ruin and 
deſtruction of all thoſe that I ſhould induce to 
5 l. with me, though the cauſe were never 
ſo ju 

This diſcourſe being ended, I was deſired to 
withdraw into the next room; where Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood came to me, and laboured to perſuade 
me to engage, as was deſired, though but for a 
week. I made anſwer, That I was. not will 
to do it for an hour. Then, ſaid he, you 
engage to me.” I told him, Ilooked upon myſelf 
already obliged by the conditions of my late en- 
gagement, farther than which I could not go; 
and thereupon returned to my lodging, in order 
to employ my leifure about my private affairs 
during that time. 

The deſign againſt the Spaniards in the Weſts 
Indies having been, as was before related, un- 
ſucceſsful, it was reſolved to ſend 3000 men 
from Scotland and Ireland to reinforce the par- 
ty in Jamaica; which from 12,00 men was 
now reduced to little more than 3000. The of- 
ficers of this reinforcement were to be of ſuch 
as were accounted diſſatisfied with the preſent 


poſture of affairs, and therefore thought unſit to 
remain here. Amongſt the officers of the Scots 
regiment was a Lieutenant-Colonel; I think it 
was Lt-Col. Brain, who ſome time before had 
been caſhiered for his affection to the common- 


wealth, which was now eſteemed the common 
enemy. 
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enemy. But not having gained by his faithfal 
ſervices any competent ſubliſtence, as mercenary 
officers generally know how to do, he was dri- 
ven to the neceſſity of accepting the command 
of that regiment. 4 1536 
According to their inſtructions, they ſet fail 
for the place of rendezvous, where they were to 
meet thoſe forces that were ordered to join them 
from Ireland. But a violent ſtorm arifing in 
their paſſage, this Colonel, with about 300 men, 
was caſt away; the reſt being driven on the 
coaſt of Ireland. {ht 
Great endeavours were uſed in Ireland to per- 
ſuade Lt-Col. Walker, an honeſt man, and a 
good officer, to undertake the command of thoſe 
orces that were ordered to be-ſent from thence, 
But he perceiving the deſign, and being tho» 
roughly ſenſible that this offer was not made to 
him from any affection to his perſon, or ſenſe 
of his ſervices, refuſed to bite at the bait, though 
it was gilded as much as might be, by advancing 
. a conſiderable ſum, and ſatisfying the arrears of 
- thoſe that went out of the forfeited lands, in 
ſuch places as they ſhould chuſe. Upon his re- 
fuſal, Maj. Moor accepted the employment, with 
the title of Colonel; but on condition, that, af- 
ter he had conducted the men to Jamaica, he 
ſhould have liberty to return: which he did, af- 
ter many difficulties and hazards of his perſon. 
Capt. Cheſter, a ſtout man, and one who at a 
8 council of officers had openly expreſſed 
is diſcontent againſt the uſurpation, was alſo 
pans to engage in this ſervice, and loſt his 
ife in the expedition. | 
. Cromwel perceiving he could not compaſs his 


deſigns againſt Spain by his own power, entered 
| | into 
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into an alliance with the French; who, by the 
treaty with him, obliged themſelves not to per - 
mit the ſons of 'the late King to remain in any 
rt of France; which article was punQually 
— : for ſuch is the myſtery; or rather 
knavery of thoſe governments that are framed 
to ſupport an arbitrary power, that they will not 
ſeruple to ſacrifice the beſt friends and neareſt 
relations when they ſtand in the way of their 
deſigns. This confederacy was dearly purcha- 
ſed on our part; for by it the balance of the 
two crowns of Spain and France was deſtroyed, 
and a foundation laid for the future greatneſs of 
the French, to the unſpeakable prejudice of all 
Europe in general, and of this nation in parti+ 
cular, whoſe intereſt it had been to that time ac- 
counted to maintain that equality as near as 
might be. | 
In the mean time the Major-Generals carried 
things with unheard-of inſolence in their ſeve- 
ral precincts, decimating to extremity whom 
they pleaſed, and interrupting the proceedings - 
at law upon petitions of thoſe who pretended 
| themſelves aggrieved; threatening ſuch as would 
| not yield a ready ſubmiſſion to their orders, with 
| tranſportation to Jamaica, or ſome other plan- 
| tations in the Welſt-Indies ; and ſuffering none 
to eſcape their perſecution, but thoſe that would 
betray their own party, by diſcovering the per- 
ſons that had acted with them or for them. 
And here I cannot omit to mention a farmer in 
Berkſhire, who being demanded to pay his 
tenth, deſired to know of the commiſſioners, in 
caſe he did ſo, what ſecurity he ſhould have for 
the other nine parts; and anſwer being made, 
that he ſhould * | 
or 
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ebe 


for the enjoyment of the reſt; he replied, That 
he had already an act of parliament for the 
whole, which he could not but think to be as 
good ſecurity as they could give. But, ſaid 
2 he, if goodman ſuch a one, and another whom 
% he named of his neighbours, will give me their 
eder it, I know what to ſay to ſuch -a 
propoſal; for if they break their agreement, 
21 know where to right myſelf ; but theſe 
c ſwordmen are too ſtrong for me.” | 

A ſquadron of our ſhips cruizing off the coaſt 
of Spain, met with and fought five ſhips return - 
ing thither from the Weſt-Indies, which had 
on board a Spaniſh Marquis, who, with his fa» 

mily, and great wealth acquired in his govern» 
ment there, was coming back to Spain. The 
Spaniards defended themſelves as well as th 
could: but the Marquis thinking it i 
to eſcape, ſet fire to the ſhip wherein he was, 
and, with moſt of his family, was burnt in her. 
Of the other four, one was ſunk in the fight, an» 
other made her eſcape, and two were taken; on 
board one of which was the ſon of the ſaid 
Marquis. It was reported, that, in the two 
ſhips taken, there was found about three millions 
in bullion ; which was brought in triumph by 
carts from Portſmouth to London, in order to 
de coined at the Tower. 

The fiege of Dunkirk being undertaken by 
the French, their confederate Cromwel ſent 2 
body of men in number about 6000, for the 
moſt part foot, to their aſſiſtance. The cava- 
Her party, under the Duke of York, joined 
_ themſelves to the Spaniards, who endeavoured 

with an army to relieve the place; and havin 
fat A party to poſſeſs themſelves of a ind, 
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fo galled the Engliſh from thence; that they re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to remove them from that 
poſt. The ground was ſo deep and looſe, that 
they could not without extreme difficulty march 
up the hill; yet at laſt they effected it; and, ha- 
ving put the Spaniards to flight, purſued them 
to their main body. But having engaged! them- 
ſelves too far; and being — by great 
numbers of horſe Joy or e — leaving 
the whole ſtreſs of tlie wh) upon them), 1 
were in danger of being entirely cut off; 
being perceived by Maj.-Gen. Drummond, 2 
Scots officer, who ſerved with the Buglich as 2 
voluntier, herbe up to the French horſe, and, 
by reproaching them with treachery and neg» 
gence, procured a party of horſe to be ſent to 
their ſuccour. Upon the arrival of this ſeaſons 
able relief, the Engliſh took freſh courage, re- 
newed their- attack, and killed a great number 
of the enemy. Many of thoſe that were killed 
on the enemy's fide were Engliſh and Triſh, that 
fought undef the Duke of York; And as it wig, 
confeſſed by all preſet; that the who 
took part with the French 'behaved themſelves 
with more bravery than any in the field that 
day; fo it was obſerved; that'thoſe of the cava- 
lier-party who had joined with the Spaniards, 
behaved themſelves worſt. Soon after this bat- 
tle, the town of Dunkirk was ſurrendered to the 
French, and delivered into the hands of the 
Engliſh, as it had been agreed between Crom- 
wel and Cardinal Mazarine. 

It being thought fit to fortify divers places of 
importance in Scotland, Cromwel appointed a 
conſiderable ſum of money to be expended on 
the works of Air, * Leith, St. Johnſton, 

Vol. II. Stirling, 
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Stirling, Ge and had ſo balanced the ſeveral in- 
tereſts in his councils there, that though Monk 
generally favoured the more looſe. and vitious 
party amongſt the Scots; yet there were not 
wanting ſome who ſupported an honeſter ſort 
of men, that were not willing to permit their 
King to return without conditions. The Lord 
Broghill had been of great uſe to moderate theſe 
two parties: but being much afflicted with the 
gout, and the air of Scotland not agreeing with 
his diſtempered body, he deſired Cromwel to 
t him leave to return to Ireland, according 
to his promiſe, the year of his reſidence in Scot- 
land being now expired. Cromwel not willin 
to comply with his deſires in this particular, d a 
patched inſtructions to his ſon Henry, i in Ireland 
by all means to procure a; petition from the 
contented party, againſt the Lord Broghill's — 
thither. To this end, Sir Hardreſs Waller, ſuſpe&» 
ing that the preſence of this Lord might eclipſe 
his greatneſs, became an earneſt ſolicitor to 44. 
Jutant-General Allen, and Quartermaſter-Genes 
ral Vernon, to join in a petition to that effect. 
But they perceiving the deſign, not only refuſed 
ſo to do; but plainly told him, that they were 
ready to join in a petition for his coming, it be- 
impoſſible to be worſe with them than now 
it was. This diſcourſe being reported to Col, 
Henry Cromwel, with an inſinuation, that it was 
to be ſuſpected that there was ſome deſign carry - 
ing on by the Lord Broghill and the Satisfied 
in Ireland, he ſent an account of it to his 
ws and deſired, that he would not by any 
means permit him to return thither. 
Divers conſpiracies that had been formed a- 
er the government at: eg uſurper being a 
ready 
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ready defeated, and the authors of them for the 
moſt part puniſhed, he was prevailed with to per- 


mit Maj.-Gen, Harriſon and Mr. Carew, whom 


he had ſent to remote'confinements, to be priſon- 


ers at their own habitations; and accordingly he 


ordered Maj. Strange to go to Cariſbrook caſtle, 
and to bring the Major-General from thenee to 
his houſe at Highgate ; where, when I was ac- 
quainted with his arrival, I went to make him a 
viſit; and having told him, that I was very de- 
firous to be informed by him of the reaſons that 
moved him to join with Cromwel in the inter- 
ruption of the civil authority, he anſwered, that 
he had done it, becauſe he was fully perſuaded 
they had not a heart to do any more good for 
the Lord and his people. © Then, faid I, are 
« you not now convinced of your error, in en- 
{© tertaining ſuch thoughts, eſpecially ſince it 
* has been ſeen what uſe has been made of the 
<«< uſurped power? To which he replied, 

* Upon their heads be the guilt, who have 
* made a wrong uſe of it; for my own part, 
my heart was upright and ſincere in the thing.” 
I anſwered, That I conceived it not to be -ſuffi- 
cient in matters of fo great importance to man- 
kind, to have only good intentions and deſigns, 
unleſs there be allo probable means of attaining 
thoſe ends by the methods we enter upon; and 
though it ſhould be granted, that the parliament 
was not inclined to make ſo full a reformation 
of things amiſs as might be deſired, yet I could 
not doubt that they would have done as much 
good for us, as the nation was fitted to receive: 
and therefore that extraordinary means ought 
not to have been uſed, till it had been clearly e- 
vident that the ordinary had failed; * 

K 2 
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ſince it could not but be manifeſt to every man, 
who obſerved the ſtate of our affairs, that, upon 
the ſuppreſſion of the civil authority, the power 
would immediately devolve upon, that perſon 
who had the greateſt intereſt in the army. His 
ſecond reaſon for joining with Cromwel was, be- 
cauſe he pretended to on and favour a ſort of 
men, who acted upon higher principles than 
thoſe of civil liberty. I replied, That I thought 
him miſtaken in that alſo; ſince it had not ap- 
peared that he ever approved of any perſons or 
things farther than he might make them ſubſer- 
vient to his own' ambitious deſigns; remindin 
him, that the generality of the people that 
engaged with us having ated upon no higher 
principles than thoſe of civil liberty, and that 
they might be governed by their own conſent, 
it could not be juſt; to treat them in another 

manner upon any pretences whatſoever. The 
© Major-General then cited a paſſage of the Pro- 
t Daniel, where it is ſaid, That the ſaints 

take the kingdom, and poſſeſs it. To which 

he. added another to the ſame effect, That the 
kingdom ſhall not be left to another people. 1 
anſwered, That the ſame Prophet ſays in another 
place, That the kingdom ſhall be given to the peo- 
ple of the ſaints of the Moſt High; and that I 
conceived, if they ſhould preſume to take it be- 
fore it was given, they would at the beſt be 
of doing evil, that good might come from 
it; for to deprive thoſe of their right in the go- 
vernment, who had contended for it equally 
with ourſelves, were to do as we would not that 
- Others ſhould do to us: that ſuch proceedings 
are not only unjuſt, but alſo impracticable, at 
jeaſt for the preſent ; becauſe we cannot perceive, 


that 
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that the ſaints are clothed with ſuch a ſpirit, as 
thoſe are required to be to whom the kingdom 
is promiſed : and therefore we may eaſily be de- 
ceived in judging who are fit for government; 
for many have taken upon, them the form of 
ſaintſhip, that they might be admitted to it, 
who yet have not acted ſuitably to their preten 
ſions in the ſight of God or men; for proof of 
which we need go no further than to thoſe very 
perſons who had drawn him to aſſiſt them in 
their deſign of exalting themſelves, under the 
ſpecious pretence of advancing the kingdom of 
Chriſt. He confeſſed himſelf not able to anfwer - 
the arguments I had uſed ; yet ſaid, he was not 
convinced that the texts of ſcripture quoted by 
him were not to be interpreted in the ſenſe he 
had taken them ; and therefore deſired a farther 
conference with me at another time, when each 
of us might be accompanied with ſome-friends 
to aſſiſt us in the clearing of this matter. I con- 
ſented to his propoſal, and ſo we parted ; but 
from that time forward we had not an opportu- 
nity to diſcourſe farther upon this ſubje&t. _ 
About the ſame time Mr. Peters, who ſtill 


kept fair with thoſe at Whitehall, made me a 


viſit; and, in our converſation about the public 
affairs, I freely told him. my opinion concerning 
the actions of Cromwel; endeavouring to make 
him ſenſible, not only of his injuſtice, but great 
imprudence, thus to ſacrifice the common cauſe 
to his ambition, and by every ſtep he had lately 
taken to ſtrengthen the hands of the common 
enemy; whereby he would undoubtedly open a 
way for the return of the family of the late King, 
who would not fail to do all that revenge co 


inſpire them with : whereas, if he had made uſe 
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of his power to eſtabliſh the juſt liberties of the 
nation, or conld yet be perſuaded fo. to do, he 
might live more honoured and efteemed, have 
the pleaſure and ſatisfaction ariſing from ſo ge- 
nerous an action, when he died, and leave his 
own family, together with the whole body of 
the people, in a moſt happy and flouriſhing 
condition. He confeſſed, that what I had faid 
was moſt true; but added, that there was not a 
man about him who had courage enough to tell 
him ſo: that, for his part, he had obſerved him 
immediately after the victory at Worceſter. to 
be fo elevated, that he then began to fear what 
was ſince come to paſs; and that he told a friend 
with whom he then quartered in his return to 
London, that he was inclined to believe Crom 
wel would endeavour to make himſelf King. 
The uſurper having governed, as he thought, 
long enough by virtue of the inſtrument of go- 
vernment, which though drawn up by himſelf 
and his creatures, was now thought to lay too 
great a reſtraint upon his ambitious fpirit ; and 
reſolving to reſt ſatisfied with nothing leſs than 
the ſucceſſion of his family to the crown, he at- 
tempted to make himfelf King. To this end he 
thought-it neceſſary to call a parliament ; and 
that he might engage the army to aſſiſt him in 
all parts to procure ſuch men to be choſen as 
would be fit for his purpoſe, he pretended that 
this aſſembly was called only in order to raiſe 
money for the payment of the army and fleet, 
to confirm the authority of the Major-Generals, 
and that of the inſtrument of government. By 
this means he obtained his deſires in a great mea- 
ſure; eſpecially in Scotland and Ireland, where 
all kinds of artifice, and in many places the molt 
irregular 
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knowing the — d not to be of ſo 
mercenary a ſpirit; and that as they were bet- 
ter inſtructed in the principles of civil liberty, ſo 
they were not wanting in courage to aſſert it, he 
uſed his utmoſt endeavours to diſable and inca- 
pacitate ſuch men from being choſen whom he 
thought moſt likely to obſtru& his deſigns. In 
order to this, he ſummoned the Lord Prefident 
Bradſhaw, Sir Henry Vane, Col. Rich, and my- 
ſelf, to appear before him in council ; which we 
all did, except Sir Henry Vane, who told the 
meſſenger he ſhould be at his houſe at Charing- 
croſs on a certain day. Cromwel, as ſoon as he 
ſaw the Lord Preſident, required him to take out 
a new commiſſion for his office of Chief Juſtice 
of Cheſter ; which he refuſed, alledging that he 
held that place by a grant from the parliament 
of England to continue guamdiu ſe bene gefſerit. 
And whether he had carried himſelf with that 
integrity which his commiſſion exacted from 
him, he was ready to ſubmit to a trial by twelve 
Engliſhmen, to be choſen even by Cromwel 
himſelf, Col. Rich being preſſed to give ſecu- 
rity not to act againſt the government, and refu- 
ſing ſo to do, was ſent priſoner to Windſor ca- 
ſtle. Then I drew near to the council-table ; 
where Cromwel charged me with diſperſing trea- 
ſonable books in Ireland, and with endeavour- 
ing to render the officers of the army diſaffected, 
by diſcourſing to them concerning new models 
of government. I acknowledged, that I had can- 
ſed ſome papers to be diſperſed in Ireland; but 


denied that they juſtly could be called treaſon- 


able. And though I knew not that it was a crime 
ED to 


irregular courſes, were taken to get ſuch men 
returned as were ane — by the court. But 
Englan 
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to debate of the ſeveral forms of go 
yo had not done any thing of has nature 
ly, to the beſt of my remembrance. He 
then ſaid, That be was not ignorant of the many 
Plots that were on foot to diſturb the preſent 
er, and that he thought it his duty to 1 
lach ch as he ſuſpected. To this T replied, That 
there were two duties required by God of the 
magiſtrate, i. e. that he be a terror to thoſe that 
do evil, and a praiſe to ſuch as do well; and 
whether my actions were good or bad, I was 
ready to ſubmit to a legal trial: that I was igno- 
rant of any other way to ſecure the magiſtrate 
from being afraid of the people, or the people from 
the dread of the magiſtrate, unleſs both will do 
that which is juſt and good. You do well, 
4 ſaid he, to reflect on our fears; yet I would 
-& have you know, that what I do, proceeds not 
. from any motive of fear, but from a timely 
.<« prudence to foreſee and prevent danger: 
- © that, had I done as I ſhould, I ought to have 
4 fecured you immediately upon your coming 
« into England, or at leaſt when you deſired to 
© be freed from the engagement you had given 
after your arrival: and therefore I now re- 
& quire you to give aſſurance not to act againſt 
© the government.” I deſired to be — in 
that particular, reminding him of the reaſons 
had formerly given him for my refuſal ; — 
that I was in his power, and that he 
me as he thought fit. Pray then, a he, 
* what is it that you would have? May not e- 
* very man be as good as he will? What can 
defire more than you have? It were 0 
« eaſy, ſaid I, to tell what we would have.” WW * 
© What is that, I pray ? faid he. That 
. 8 60 which 
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« which we fought for, ſaid I, that the nation 
« might be governed by its own conſent.“ 
« T am, ſaid he, as much for a government by 
« conſent as any man: but where ſhall we find 
« that * conſent?. Amongſt the Prelatical, Pre- 
« ſbyterian, Independent, Anabaptiſt, or Le- 
« yelling parties?“ I anſwered, © Amongſt 
« thoſe of all forts who had acted with fidelity 
« and affection to the public.” Then he fell 
into the commendation of his own govern- 
ment, boaſting of the protection and quiet which 
the people enjoyed under it, ſaying that he was 
reſolved to keep the nation from being imbrued 
in blood. I ſaid, that I was of opinion too much 
blood had been already ſhed, unleſs there were 
a better account of it. Tou do well, {aid he, 
© to charge us with the guilt of blood ; but we 
« think there is a good return for what hath 
© been ſhed; and we underſtand. what clan- 
« deſtitie=correſpondences are carrying on at 
this time between the Spaniard and thoſe of 
« your party, who make uſe of your name, and 
« affirm that you will own them and aſſiſt 
© them.” „I know not, ſaid I, what you 
mean by my party; and can truly ſay, that 
if any men have entered into an engagement 
„with Spain, they have had no advice from 
« meſo to do; and that if they will uſe my 
* name, I cannot help it.” Then, in a ſofter 
way, he told me, that he defired not to put any 
more hardſhips on me than on himſelf; that he 
had been always ready to do me all- the good of- 
ices that lay in his power; and that he aimed 
at nothing by this proceeding, but the public 
quiet and ſecurity, © Truly, Sir, ſaid I, I know 
not why you ſhould be an enemy 1 
Ve 


: Z 


118 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, E 
. have been faithful to you in all your difficul- 
ties.“ I underſtand not, faid he, what you 

% mean by my difficulties. I am ſure they were 

not ſo properly mine as thoſe of the public; 

„ for, in reſpect to my outward condition, 1 
% have not much improved it; as theſe” Gen- 
„„ tlemen, pointing to his council, well know,” 
To which they ſeemed to aſſent, by riſing from 
their chairs: and therefore I thought not fit to 
inſiſt farther on that point; contenting myſelf 
to ſay, that it was from that duty which I owed 
to the public, whereof he expreſſed ſuch ape 
culiar regard, that I durſt not give the ſecurity 
he deſired; becauſe I conceived it to be againſt 
the liberty of the people, and contrary to the 

known law of England. For proof of this T 

produced an act of parliament for reſtraining the 

council - table from impriſoning any of the free- 
born people of England; and, in caſe the) 
ſhould do ſo, requiring the Juſtices of the Upper 

Bench, upon the application of the aggrieved 


{ 
party, to grant his Habeas corpus, and to give 
him conſiderable damages. To this act 1 fup- 
poſed he gave his free vote; aſſuring him, that, i 
for my own part, I durſt not do any thing that . 
ſhould tend to the violation of it. But, faid . 


he, did not the army and council of ſtate com. 
e mit perſons to priſon ?” I anſwered, That 
& the council of ſtate did ſo, but it was by vit- . 
tue of an authority granted to them by the 
< parliament; and if the army had ſometimes 
« acted in that manner, it had been in time of 
„ war, and then only in order to bring the per. 

* ſons ſecured to a legal trial; whereas it i 5 
'* now pretended that we live in a time of peace 


< and are to be governed by the known laws 3 Ir 
| 4 66 the 
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. ec the land.“ A Juſtice of Peace, ſaid he, j 
« may commit, and ſhall, not I?” | «He is, 
« ſaid I, a legal officer, and authoriſed by the 
d « Jaw to do ſo; which you could not be, though 
vou were King; becauſe, if you do wrong 
9 « therein, no remedy can be had againſt you. 
„ © Therefore, if I have offended againſt the law, 
« deſire to be referred to a Juſtice of the Peace, 
« that I may be. proceeded with according to 
ic WY law; but if I have done nothing to deſerve a 
oa WW © reſtraint, that then I may have my liberty.“ 
Whereupon being commanded to withdraw in- 


100 to a room next to the council chamber, I heard 
mt Maj.-Gen. Lambert to adviſe, that I might be 
the peremptorily required to give the ſecurity; de- 
8 1 manded. But Cromwel ſaid, that the air of 
de! lreland was good, that I had a houſe there; and 


therefore he thought it beſt to ſend me thither. 


hey WY Inmediately after, Mr. Scobel, one of the clerks 
oper of the council, came to me, and acquainted me, 
red chat I might return to my lodging. Where I bad 
we not been a quarter of an hour, before Mr. Strick- 
Tap land, one of the council, came to me, and preſ- 
that, led me earneſtly to comply. But I told him, 
chat chat having contended for the liberty of others, 
Cid was not willing to give away my own, and to 
dom: be made a precedent to the prejudice of m 
Tha countrymen, becauſe it was the pleaſure of thoſs 
„ir- chat had the ſword to have it ſo. Why, faid 
y the * he, was it not the ſword by which you kept 


* Wardour caſtle, and by which you acted du- 
ring the whole courſe of the late war?” 1 


e per * had, ſaid I, the authority of the parliament 
- ir u do juſtify me in ſo doing.” He anſwered, 
peace, But they governed by the ſword.” To which 
"ws oi replied, That indeed they made uſe of the 
& the ſword 
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word to remove the ob/Frut#ions that were in 
the way of the civil government; and exerciſe 
that power to vindicate and eftabliſh the law of 
the land; and that I was heartily ſorry to ſee 
one who had been ſo forward in the cauſe of the 
public, not to-diſcern any difference between a 
Grord in the hands of a parliament to reſtore the 
people to their ancient rights, and a fword in 
the hands of a' tyrant to rob and deſpoil them 
thereof, Here our diſeourſe was interrupted by 
a meſſenger, who came from the council with 
an order from them, to require me to give the 
ſecurity of 50001. within three days after the 
date of the order, not to do any thing prejudi- 
cial to the preſent government; and, in caſe oſ 
failure, to be taken into cuſtody.” Upon the re- 
ceipt of it, I told the meſſenger, that having no 
power to reſiſt, I muſt ſubmit to their pleafure, 
A day or two after the expiration of the time fi- 
mited by the order for giving the demanded ſe- 
- curity,/ which I had not done, Serjeant Dendy 
came to me, with an order from the council, ſigned 
by Henry Lawrence Preſident, requiring and au- 
thoriſing him to take me into cuſtody. Having 
ſewn me the order, he defired me to make 
choice-of a chamber; but, after ſome diſcourſe 
with my near relations, who were then preſent, 
he was contented to let me remain at my lod- 
gings. So having promiſed to return in a day 
or two, and in the mean time to adviſe with Lt- 
Gen. Fleetwood, he went away. The next day 
Cromwel diverting himfelf with hunting at 
Hampton-court, aſked my brother Thomas Lud: 
low, who was in the company, if he were not 
angry with him for committing me? and my 
brother anſwering, That it was not fit for him 
DSL | to 
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to judge concerning his actions; he thereupon 
aſſured him, that he wiſhed me as well as any of 
his own children; that his deſiring me to give 
ſecurity for my on carriage to the government, 


vas deſigned by him as well for my good as for 
his on ſecurity, and that he would have him 
to engage for me: to which he moſt readily 
conſented. The morning following, my bro- 
ther came to me; and having acquainted me 
with what had paſſed between Crom wel and him- 
ſelf, I gave him thanks for his kind offer; but 
withal told him, that I would by no means de- 
fire that of him which I was not willing to do 
myſelf, Beſides, I told him, that ſhould it be 
granted that the thing were fit for him to do, 
yet it might prove a ſnare to him, and lay an 
obligation upon him to gratify the uſurper in 
another way. However, after this diſcourſe of 
Cromwel to my brother, and the conference of 
my relations with Serjeant „I ventured to 
accompany my father and mother Oldſworth, 
with my wife, into Eſſex; where we ſpent the 
remaining part of that ſummer. My ſtay there 
did in ſome meaſure anſwer the defign of Crom- 
wel, which was to keep me out of my own coun- 
try, where he doubted: 1 might obſtruct the ele- 
ion of ſuch perſons as the court had reſolved 

by all methods to procure to be returned. But 

there was no need to fear my intermeddling in 

that particular, at ſuch a time: and if I had, it 

ſnould have been only to give a public teſtimo- 

ny againſt any election at all; the long parlia- 

ment being ſtill in being, under a pre- 

ſent force. Beſides, it was manifeſt, that the 

deſigned aſſembly was to be called for no other 
end than to ſtrengthen the ſword, and to ad- 
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vance the corrupt intereſt of him that called 
them together; and if it ſhould happen that they 
had either the courage or honeſty to attempt a- 
ny thing for the ſervice of the public, I was af: 
fured their endeavours would be rendered fruits 
leſs by a ſudden diflipation. | | 
Sir Henry Vane, according to his promiſe; 
being come to his houſe near Charing- croſs, the 
council ſent a meſſenger thither to require him 
to attend them; which he did; and was there 
charged by Cromwel with diſaffection to the go- 
vernment, which he had demonſtrated by a late 
writing publiſhed by him, with a ſeditious inten- 
tion. The paper was called, A healing queſtion 
propoſed and reſolved ; and contained the ſtate 
of our controverſy with the King, the preſent 
deviation from that cauſe for which we engaged, 
and the means to unite all parties in attaining 
the accompliſhment of it. It was written upon 
an invitation given in a declaration publiſhed by 
Cromwel for a general faſt, wherein it was deſi- 
red, that the people would apply themſelves to 
the Lord to diſcover that Achan which had fo 
long obſtructed the ſettlement of theſe diſtracted 
nations. When it was finiſhed, he ſhewed it to 
Lt-Gen. Fleetwood ; who, ſeeming to approve 
it, deſired to take it with him, and promiſed to 
communicate it to Cromwel, upon the firſt op- 
portunity that ſhould be offered. Sir Henry did 
not diſown either his diſſatisfaction with the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs, or the publication of the dif: 
courſe before mentioned. So that Cromwel 
thought fit to require him, by a day limited, to 
give ſecurity not to act againſt him. Which 
time being expired, he appeared again before 
che council; and delivered into Cromwel's _ 
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hand another paper, containing the reaſons of 
his diſapproving the preſent uſurpation, and a 
friendly advice to him to return to his duty, 
with ſome juſtification of his own conduct with 
relation to the public. But notwithſtanding all 
this, and divers reaſons alledged by him to ex- 
cuſe himſelf from giving the demanded ſecurity, 
he was ſent priſoner to Cariſbrook caſtle in the 
Iſle of Wight. The Preſident Bradſhaw, not- 
withſtanding what had paſſed, reſolved to go his 
circuir as Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, unleſs he 
ſhould be prevented by force. But it was thought 
more adviſable to permit him to execute his of- 
fice, than, by putting a ſtop to his circuit, to 
make a breach with thoſe of the long robe, 
whoſe aſſiſtance was ſo neceſſary to the carrying 


on of Cromwel's deſign. Yet, that neither he, 


nor, if poſſible, any other perſons who had con- 
tinued faithful to the commonwealth, might be 
choſen members of the approaching aflembly, 
letters were diſpatched to all parts of England, 
to give notice that it would be reſented, if ſuch 
perſons were elected; one of which was public- 
ly read at the election for Cheſter, to deter men 
from appearing for the Preſident. In Wiltſhire, 
a more numerous patty appearing for me than 
was expected, they were aſſured by ſome crea- 
tures of Cromwel, that I was a priſoner in the 
Tower; and by one who had formerly ſerved 
under me, that I had declared to him that I 
would not be choſen. Yet, for all this, the 
people perſiſting in their reſolution to ele& me, 
the Deputy Major-General of the county de- 
manded of them, whether they intended to have 
a new war, that they deſigned to make choice 
of me? By ſuch arts the emiſſaries of the court 
a L 2 cauſed 
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cauſed the elections in molt places to be decided 
in favour of ſuch as pleaſed them, For my own 
part, though I had reſolved not to ſtand, for 
reaſons which I mentioned before, and on that 
account had not directly or indirectly ſpoken or 
written to any perſon to appear for me; yet I 
muſt acknowledge I was not diſſatisfied that ſo 
_ conſiderable a number of my countrymen were 
not afraid to own and accept that ſervice (how 
ſmall ſoever) that I had done in the common 
cauſe. The court finding by the liſts they had 
received, that, notwithſtanding all their mena- 
ces, promiſes, and other artifices, divers per- 
ſons were choſen whom they knew to be no fa« 
vourers of the uſurpation, reſolved to clear their 
hands of them at once. And to that end, un- 
der colour of a clauſe in the inſtrument of go« 
vernment, that none ſhould be admitted to pla- 
ces of power and truſt, but ſuch as were men of 
ſincerity and integrity, they gave an excluſion 
to Sir Arthur Haſlerig and Mr, Scot, with as ma- 
ny more as they thought fit. By this means; 
and the refuſal of others to take out their permiſ- 
fions to fit from Cromwel and his council, as 
was required, leſt they ſhould ſeem to counte- 
nance ſuch a deteſtable impoſition, and open 
breach of privilege, it came to paſs, that about 
a hundred of thoſe who were elected by the coun ; 
try, were excluded from the diſcharge of their 
truſt; whilſt thoſe for Ireland and Scotland, who 
were choſen by and for the ſword, were admits , 
ted without any ſeruple. Thoſe that were ex- 
cluded, preſented a petition to the ſitting mem- 
bers, acquainting them, that being choſen by 
the country to ſerve with them, they were rea · 
dy to diſcharge their duty ; but were reve 

ram 
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from doing the ſame by the power of the ſword, - 
and refuſed admittance into the houſe by a guard 
of ſoldiers. After the petition had been read, 
a committee was ſent to inquire of Cromwel and 
his council concerning the reaſons: of that pro- 
ceeding ; who returned with this anfwer, That 
if the perſons complaining would addreſs them - 
ſelves to them, they ſhould be relieved if there 
was cauſe. With this anſwer theſe men who 
would be accounted an Engliſh parliament ac- 
quieſced, leaving their privileges unvindicated, 
and the merit of elections to parliament to be 
adjudged by men without doors. Then they 
proceeded to prepare divers bills; which tended 
chiefly to gratify the ſoldiery, and ſuch perſons 
as had received grants of land from Cromwel 
and his council, which were confirmed to them. 
Yet, for all this harmony, there were ſometimes 
bitter reflexions caſt upon the proceedings of the 
Major-Generals by the lawyers and countryGen- 
emen, who accuſed them to have done many 
things oppreſlive to the people, in interrupting 
the courſe of the law, and threatening ſuch as 
would not ſubmit to their arbitrary orders, with 
tranſportation beyond the feas. On the other 
hand, the Major-Generals inſiſted vehemently 
with the aſſembly to confirm the inſtrument of 
government, and to eſtabliſh their authority in 

particular, And when it was propoſed by ſonre 

who were unwilling to ſettle ſuch an arbitrary 

power by a law, that to compoſe theſe differen- 

ces an act of inderanity ſhould be granted for 

what was paſt, one of the Major-Generals had 

the infolence to ſay, they would not thank them 
for that; for whilſt they had their ſwords by 

their ſides, they could protect and indemnify 
| L 3 themſelves, 
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themſelves, ' 80 confident” was the ſoldiery 
that they durſt openly avow themſelves 

to be our lords and maſters. But the lawyers 
and others of the aſſembly having privately re- 
ceived encouragement from thoſe who were 
more powerful than the Major-Generals, deſiſt- 
ed not from endeavouring the ſuppreſſion of 
their authority, loading them with many heavy 
accufations ; for which they had given but too 
juſt cauſe. Yet the Major-Generals, confident 
of the ſtrength of their Party, moved for a day' 
when the inſtrument of government, and the 
confirmation of their power, ſhould be debated 
which having obtained, and the time come; 
they moved that the whole inftrument might be 
confirmed at once; but that being rejected, it was 
debated in parts. When the power of the Ma- 
jor-Generals came under conſideration, all men 
were in great expectation concerning the iſſue of 
it, It was ſuppoſed, that Cromwel, who had e- 
rected! their authority, and engaged them in 
thoſe actions for which they were now become 
odious, would ſupport them againſt all attempts; 
becauſe there appeared now no way ſo probable 
to maintain his own power, as by keeping the 
army firmly united- to him. But ambition had 
corrupted his underſtanding to that degree, that 
he made no ſcruple to ſacrifice theſe men, who, 
to ſay no worſe, had enlarged their conſciences 
to an extraordinary ſize in the execution of his 
orders, to thoſe who, in requital of the favour, 
had promiſed to make him King. Hitherto he 
had given good words to the Major-Generals : 
but when their power came to be debated, Mr. 
Cleypole, his ſon-in-law, firſt ſtood up, which 
was unuſual for himtodo at all; and told the 9 
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that he could but ſtart the game, and mult leave 


' thoſe who had more experience to follow the 


chace ; and therefore ſhould only fay, that he 
had formerly thought it neceſſary, in reſpect to 
the condition in which the nation had been, that 
the Major-Generals ſhould be intruſted with the 
authority which they had exereiſed; but, in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, he conceived'it inconſiſt- 
ent with the laws of England, and liberties of 
the people, to continue their power any longer. 
This motion was a clear direction to the fyco- 


phants of the court; who, being fully perſua- 


ded that 23 had delivered the ſenſe, if not 
the very words of Cromwel in this matter, join- 
ed as one man in oppoſing the Major-Generals ; 
and fo their authority was abrogated. 

Soon after, Col. William Jephſon, one of the 
members that ſerved for Ireland, moved in the 
houſe, that Cromwel might be made King: but 
matters not being thoroughly concerted, it had 
no other effect than to ſound the inclinations ot 
the aſſembly. Cromwel having notice of this 
motion, as he had of every thing that paſſed, re- 
proved the Colonel gently at rable for it; telling 
him, that he wondered what he could mean 
ſuch a propoſition, To which the other anſwer- 
ed, That whilſt he was permitted the honour of 
gs in that houſe, he muſt deſire the liberty 
to diſcharge his conſcience, though his opinion 
ſhould happen to diſpleaſe. Whereupon Crom- 
wel clapping him on the ſhoulder, faid, Get 
* thee gone for a mad fellow, as thou art.” 
But it-ſoon appeared with what madneſs he was 
poſſeſſed : for he immediately obtained a foor- 
company for his ſon, then a ſcholar at Oxford, 
and a troop of horſe for himſelf; and nor long 
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after was ſent agent to the crown of Sweden, 
with a conſiderable allowance appointed to de- 
fray the expences of his journey thither. 2 
Many objections being made in the houſe: a- 
gainſt the inſtrument of government, Cromwel, 
who was vehemently deſirous to be a King, be- 
gan to think it altogether inſignificant to that 
purpoſe, and that it would be more conduci 
to his deſign if a new form were drawn up, = 
preſented to the aſſembly for their approbation, 
Accordingly it was prepared by his creatures, 
and brought into the houſe by Mr. Pack, an Al 
derman of London; where it was without much 
difficulty read, and appeared to be a ſhoe fitted 
to the foot of a monarch, though at preſent a 
blank was left for the title of the ſingle perſon, 
who, with two houſes, was to have the ſupreme 
legiſlative power. | 
Thoſe who were of the Major-Generals and 
ſoldiers party, finding that Cromwel was aban- 
doning them to eſpouſe another intereſt, ſtruck 
in with thoſe who {till retained ſome affection 
to the commonwealth ; and all together percei- 
ving that theſe new meaſures had been adviſed 
by the craft of our old enemy, to make uſe. of 
Cromwel's ambition as the only probable means 
to reduce us to our former ſervitude, fell fo fu- 
rioully upon Pack for his great preſumption in 
bringing a buſineſs of that nature into the houſe 
in ſuch an unparliamentary way, that they bore 
him down from the Speaker's chair to the bar of 
the houſe of Commons. But this heat being 
ſoon over, the Lord Broghill, Serjeant Glynn, 
and others, who were acquainted with Crom- 
wel's deſign, endeavoured to perſuade the houſe 
to debate the new form; telling them, that, P08 
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maſters of their own reſolutions, they might re- 
tain as much of it as was good, and reject what 
was not ſo, By this means they brought it to 
be debated :: and though they received ſome op- 
poſition therein, yet when it came to be put to 
the queſtion, they carried all before them ; and 
grew ſo hardy to move, that the blank left for 
the inſertion of the title of the chief magiſtrate, 
might be filled up with the name of KI G. 
This motion, though earneſtly oppoſed by Le- 
Gen. Fleetwood, was carried alſo, and the name 
voted ; together with the filling up the two 
blanks left for the two houſes, with the words, 
Houſe of Commons, and Other houſe. The latter 
of theſe was reſolved to conſiſt of ſeventy pers 
ſons, to be nominated by Cromwel, and to' be 
approved by the aſſembly then fitting; But 
Cromwel being acquainted with that: reſolution, 
and diſliking it, as unreaſonable that Gentlemens 
names ſhould be canvaſſed, and it may be theit 
perſons reflected on in a public aſſembly, he ob- 
tained it to be left to him to appoint whom he 


ſhould think fit to compoſe that Other houſe, He 


told them alſo, that the proviſion made for his 
expence, and for maintaining the army and 
fleet, was not ſufficient; and thereby procured 
a great ſum of money to be added to thatwhich - 
at firſt they deſigned. Yet for all this he ſcrupled 
to take upon him the title of King, as a thing 
ſcandalous, and of great hazard; though at the 
ſame time he vilified the former inſtrament of 
government to the laſt degree; and, after ha- 
ving fo highly magnified it when it was eftabliſh- 
ed, he compared it now to a rotten plank, on 
which if a man ſet his foot, it will break, and 
leave him. The aſſembly well underſt 8 | 
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that the cauſe of his delays was either to be im- 
portuned to the thing, or to get time to perſuade 
the army to be of the ſame opinion with him- 
ſelf, appointed a committee of their own mem- 
bers to give him their reaſons for accepting this 
title, Amongſt others, the Lord Broghill mach 
preſſed that paſſage brought by the Apoſtle in the 
diſpute concerning the abolition of the Jewiſh 
worſhip by the new and living way revealed in 
Jeſus Chriſt, illuſtrated by the wife that was put 
away, who might yet be retaken by her former 
huſband, if ſhe was not married to another ; ap- 
plying this ſimilitude to the preſent occaſion, as 
if there was no other way to keep out Charles 
Stuart, but by filling his place with another 
King. Mr. Lenthal's argument was very parlia- 
mentary and rational, had it been rightly ap- 
plied ; for he preſſed him to accept of it, beeauſe 
it was propoſed to him by the parliament, as he 
was pleaſed to call it; whom, he ſaid, he ought 
not to deny. But he was now arrived to- that 
height of vanity, that though the deſign of this 
argument was only to perſuade him to accept 
that which he deſired above all things in the 
word ; yet, conceiving it below his grandeur to 
acknowledge ſuch a prerogative in the parlia- 
ment alone, he expreſſed his diſlike of it. And 
though he owned that the reaſons they had of 
fered had much weight in them, and that he 
was convinced there was no evil in the thing; 
yet he could not think it expedient to accept 
their offer, becauſe he found that many of the 
good people of the nation were diſſatisfied with 
it. With this anſwer he diſmiſſed them for the 
preſent, and appointed them to attend him a- 
gain. In the mean time, he endeavoured, x4 
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all poſſible means, to prevail with the officers of 

the army to approve his deſign; and knowing 
that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood and Col. Deſborough 
were particularly averſe to it, he invited himſelf to 
dine perſonally with the Colonel, and carried 
the Lieutenant-General with him ; where he be- 
gan to droll with them about monarchy, and, 
ſpeaking lightly of it, ſaid it was but a feather 
in a man's cap, and therefore wondered that 
men would not pleaſe the children, and permit 
them to enjoy their rattle. But he received 
from them, as Col. Deſborough ſince told me, 
ſuch an anſwer as was not at all ſuitable to his 
expectations or deſires : for they aſſured him, 
that there was more in this matter than he per- 
ceived 3 that thoſe who put him upon it, were 
no enemies to Charles Stuart; and that if he ac- 
cepted of it, he would infallibly draw ruin on 
himſelf and friends. Having thus ſounded their 
inclinations, that he might conclude in the man- 
ner he had begun, he told them they were a 
couple of ſcrupulous fellows; and ſo departed; 
The next day he ſent a meſſage to the houſe, to. 
require their attendance in the Painted chamber 
the next morning ; deſigning, as all men belie- 
ved, there to declare his acceptation of the 
crown. But, in the mean time, meeting with 
Col. Deſborough in the great walk of the 
park, and acquainting him with his reſolution, 
the Colonel made anſwer, That he then gave the 
cauſe, and Cromwel's family alſo, for loſt; adding, 

that though he was reſolved never to act againſt 
him, yet he would not a& for him after that 
lime. So, after ſome other diſcourſe upon the 
lame ſubject, Deſborough went home, and there 
found Col, Pride, whom Cromwel had 1 

wi 
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with a faggot · ſtick; and having imparted to him 
the deſign of Cromwel to accept the eon; 
Pride anſwered, He ſhall not.“. Why, faid 
„ the Colonel, how wilt thou hinder. it? T0 
which Pride replied, * Get mg a petition drawn, 
“ and 1 will prevent it.” Whereupon they 
both went to Dr. Owen; and having acquainted 
him with what had happened, they perſuaded 
him to draw a petition according to their de- 
fires. Whilſt this was doing, Cromwel having 
reflected on his diſcourſe with Col. Deſborough, 
and being informed that Lambert, and divers o- 
ther - officers, were diſſatisfied with his deſign, 
ſent a meſſage to put off the meeting in the 
Painted chamber, and to deſire that the houſe 
would ſend a committee to confer with him a- 
bout the great buſineſs that was then depending; 
intending thereby to gain time, in which he 
might be fitting the officers for his deſign. But 
the houſe being riſen before his meſſage arrived, 
and ſo out of a capacity to appoint any to come 
to him, the old committee that had been for- 
merly appointed to that end, thought fit, by vir- 
tue of their general inſtructions, to wait on him 
to know his pleaſure. Accordingly they came 
to Whitehall, where they attended about two 
hours ; and then 2 Barbary horſe being brought 
into the garden for him to ſee, gave him an oc- 
caſion to paſs through the room where the com- 
mittee was attending. As he was paſling by 
without taking the leaſt notice of them, one of 
the meſſengers put him in mind that they had 
attended very long; which he lightly excuſing, 
told them, that he thought the houſe being ons 
before his meſſage came to them, had not-im 


1 any perſons to come to him. It was 
anſwered, 


anſweted, That they eame to him upon the ge 
neral inſtructions which they had formerly re- 
ceived from the houſe. Upon which he told 
them, he would ſend to them ſome other time. 
The next morning the houſe being in great ex- 
tion of a meſſage to appoint the time and 
place for the acceptance of what they had pre- 
pared, ſome officers of the army coming to the 
parliamert - doors, ſent in a meſſage to Col. Defbq- 
rough, to acquaint im, that they had a pe- 
tition which'they deſired him to preſent to the 
houſe. But he knowing the conten ts of it, anc 
conceiving it unfit for him to take public natic 
of it re it was preſented, acquainted” 
houſe, that'certain officers of the army had a pe- 
tition to preſent to them. Which having done, 
and every one ſuppoſing that the deſires of the 
officers were — to their — „Crom- 
wel's party coneluding that no part of the army 
durſt — for the crofling his deſign ; it was 
generally agreed, that they ſhould be called in, 
and have leave to preſent it with their own 
hands. Lt-Col. Maſon was choſeri' by the reſt 
of the officers to deliver the petition ; which 
when he had done, and the officers withdrawn, 
it was read. The contents of it were to this 
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bt Wl purpoſe: That they had hazarded their Ives 
OC BY © againſt monarchy, and were ſtiſl ready fo to 
om BW © do, in defence of the liberties of the nation: 
; by Wl © that having obſerved in ſome men grear en- 
e w deavours to bring the nation again under their 


« old fervitude, by preffing their General tg 
* take upon him the title and government of a 
* King, in order to deſtroy him, and weaken 
© the hands of thofe who were faithfal to the 
* public ; they therefore. humbly defired, that 
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« they would diſcountenance all ſuch--perſons 
% and endeavours, and continue ſtedfaſt to the 
« oldcauſe; for the preſervation of which, they, 
6% for their parts, were moſt ready to lay down 
< their lives.” This petition/was ſubſcribed by 
two Colonels, ſeven Lieutenant-Colonels, eight 
Majors, and ſixteen Captains; who, with ſuch 
officers in the houſe as were of the ſame opini- 
on, made up the majority of thoſe relating to 
that part of the army which was then quartered 
about the town. It is difficult to determine 
whether the houſe or Cromwel was more ſurpri- 
ſed at this unexpected addreſs ; but certainly 
both were infinitely diſturbed at it. As ſoon'as 
the notice of it was brought to Cromwel, he 
ſent for Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, and told him, that 
he wondered he would ſuffer ſuch a petition to 
proceed ſo far, which he might have hindered, 
ſince he knew it to be his reſolution not to ac- 
cept the crown without the conſent of the army; 
and therefore deſired him to haſten to the houſe, 
and to put them off from doing any thing far- 
ther therein. The Lieutenant-General imme- 
diately went thither ; and told them, that the 

tition ought not to be debated, much leſs to 

anſwered at this time, the contents of it be- 
ing to deſire them not to preſs the Protector to 
be King: whereas the preſent buſineſs was, to 
receive his anſwer to what had bcen formerly of- 
fered to him; and therefore deſired that the de- 
bate of it might be put off, till they had recei- 
ved his anſwer. To this the houſe having con- 
ſented, they received a meſſage from Cromwel, 
that, inſtead of meeting him in the Painted 
chamber, which was the place where he uſed to 
give his conſent, they would meet him in the 
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Banqueting-houſe, So the members came to 


Whitehall; and Cromwel, with great oſtentation 


of his ſelf-denial, refuſed the title of King. 

The grand deſign of the _ having miſ- 
carried, the people were full of expectation to 
ſee what form of government the men of the 
ſword would erect next. For as Cromwel had 
uſed all imaginable art and induſtry to throw 
dirt on all that had preceeded, and moſt of all 


on the inſtrument of government, which he 


was once ſo fond of, and yet now alledged that 
it neither provided for the ſafety of the gover- 
nors or governed; ſo the preſent aſſembly had 
openly declared againſt the family of the Stuarts. 
But the reſtitution of the commonwealth bein 

the thing that was principally dreaded by theſe 
ſelf-intereſted men, it was ſo contrived and car- 
ried, that the houſe ſhall preſent their humble 
petition and advice to him again, with the ſole 
alteration of the word King into that of Protect- 
or. This reſolution was the more eaſily obtain- 
ed, becauſe the commonwealth's men had been, 
under various frivolous pretences, denied their 
places in the aſſembly ; ſo that thoſe only who 
were for a Protector with an army, or thoſe 
who were for King Oliver with an army, were 
the perſons that were- permitted to diſpute with- 
in thoſe walls. And now Cromwel having ma- 
nifeſted his weakneſs, as well as his ambition, 
in the late intrigue, was glad to take what he 
could get, and without any diſpute agreed to 
what was propoſed to him by the aſſembly, 
Which being done, the time was appointed for 
veſting him with the authority which was to be 
conferred upon him, and Weſtminſter-hall was 
the place where the ſolemnity was performed. 
* M 2 The 
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The Aldermen of London and the Judges, ra- 
ther moved by fear than affettion, were prevail- 
ed to be preſent; and Sir Thomas Widdring- 
ton, who was Speaker of the afſembly, was or- 
dered to adminiſter an oath ta him, and to ꝓre- 
ſent him with a ſword, a ſceptre, and a Bible. 
The pretended Protector was clothed with azpur- 
robe lined with ermins, the train of 'which 
was held by the ſon of the Lord Robartes.. QF 
all the Nobility, the Earl of Warwick was the 
only perſon that accompanied him; and becauſe 
he would ſtill retain a form of godlineſs, he ap- 
pointed Mr. Lockyer to preach before him at his 
return to Whitehall. The next day after this 
ſolenmity, a feaſt was prepared for the aſſembiy 
and officers af the army ; at which it was obſerved 
Maj. Gen. Lambert was not preſent, whereby lit 
was ſuſpected that he was declining in favour 
for oþftrufting Cronawel's deſign of being Ming: 
for, as I have been informed by a perſon deſers 
ving credit, the Major-General did take the hs 
berty, when that (queſtion was on foot, to tull 
Cromwel, that if he accepted the crown, be 
could met allure the army to him. | 
By the Humble Petition and Adtricr, for ſow 
this new anftrument called, among other things 
it was provided, that an oath ſhould be taken by 
thaſe of the aſſerubly and counci), not to do am 
thing :againdt the preſent government, and to be 
true and faithful to the Protector, accortling w 
the flaw af the land. This oath Maj.-Gen. Lams 
bert gefuſed. W heraupon Oromwel ſent ur 
him, and told thim, that he was well aſſured this 
refuſal proceeded mot on account of this new aus 
thorĩity ; for che might remember, thnt he im- 
ſelf did at the firſt ꝓueſs hum to accept the = 
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of King: and therefore, if he was now diſſatiſ- 
fied with the preſent poſture of affairs, he deſi- 
red him to ſurrender his commiſſion. To this 


the Major-General anſwered, That having no 


ſuſpicion that it would then be demanded of 
him, he had not brought it; but if he pleaſed 
to ſend for it, he ſhould deliver it: which two 
or three days after was done; and fo his pay as 
Colonel of a regiment of horſe, as Colonel of a 
regiment of foot, and as Major-General of the 
army, was ſtruck off; together with 10 l. by 
day, which was the General's: pay, and which 
Cromwel allowed him, to keep him firm to his 
intereſt. But Cromwel did not think it ſafe to 
diſguſt him entirely; and therefore thought it 
expedient to allow him a penſion of 2000 l. by 
year, to keep him from any deſperate underta- 
king. a4 925 | 
Sir Henry Vane being till a priſoner in Cariſ- 
brook caſtle, an order was ſent thither from the 
council to bring him from thence, and to per- 
mit him to enjoy his liberty, which was done; 
and he arrived at London in a ſhort time after ; 
where he met with another kind of perſecution : 
for Cromwel perceiving that the former method 
had proved unſucceſsful, privately encouraged 
ſome of the army to take poſſeſſion of certain 
foreſt-walks belonging to Sir Henry Vane near 
the caſtle of Raby; and alſo gave order to the 
Attorney-General, on pretence of a flaw in his 
title to a great part of his eftate, to preſent a 
bill againſt him in the exchequer. This was de- 
ſigned to oblige him to expoſe his title; which 
if they could get done, they doubted not, 
by the craft of the lawyers, to find ſome de- 
feft in it, whereby it was hoped he would be 
| M 3 forced 
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forced into a compliance: yet at the ſame fim 
he was privately informed, that he ſhould e 
freed from this, or any other inqui ſition, and 
that he ſhould have whatfocver elſe he would 
deſire, in (caſe he would comply 1 che = 
Trac authority. 

The affombly travitegiprevided ſappliestarnhs 
army, and referred other things to the conduit 
of Cromwel, :adjourned 1hemfelves dar ſume 
months; during which time ,.Cromwel andea- 
vaured to make up a collection af men of allins 
tereſts, to fill that ſhich was called therother houſe. 
Tbe principal pa rt af them were ſuch as 
procured their — — poſſeſſions byitheir uns, 
ant were reſolved to enlarge ithem by 
their conſciences fur ſthe purchaſe of his favour, 
With theſe were homed ſatne of the ancient No- 
bility, together with ſome of the Gentry, whs 
had confiderable eſtates derived to them from 
their anceſtors; ſuch were Mr. Pierpoint, Mr. 
Alexander Popham, Sir Richard Onflow, Tho- 
mas Honeywood, Mr. Edmund Thomas, Bir 
Gilbert Gerrard, and others. He ſent alſo 2 
ſummons, in the form of the ancient vrit d- 
rected by the Kings of England to ſuch as they 
called to the Lords houſe, to Sir Arthur Haſles 
rig, who had always appeared a zealous aſſerter 
of the public liberty. Sir Arthur 'having recei- 
ved the ſummons from the meſſenger, ue 
brought it to him into the country, 
him, without declaring his reſalurions concerts 
ing it. Mr. William Lenthal, who had been 
Speaker of the parliament, was very much di- 
turbed that a writ was not ſent to him to enable 
him to ſit in the other houſe. He complained, 
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man of the mation, was now denied to be a 
member of either houſe of parliament; for he 
was 1 le of ſuting in he houſe of Com- 
mons, by his place as Maſter of the Rolls, where · 
by he was obliged to ſit as aſſiſtant im the other 
houſe. This grievous complaint coming vo che 
ears of Cromwel, the ſent him a writ. Which ifs 
clevated the poor man, that riding in is roack 
through the Strand, and fremg Mr. Lambert 
Oſbaldeſton, formerly Maſter of the fohool = 
Weltminſter, whom. he knew to be a grent lo- 
ver of dir Artbur Haſterbg, he uſhed bim, hae 
dir Arthur de ſigned to do in an ſwer no ithe drrit 
which he hadeceived? and Mr. Olbatdeſton an- 
fwering, that he knew nut what the intentions 
of Sir Arthur Haſlerig were co itg che 
replied, *©I pray write to him, and deſire him 
„dy mo means to omit taking His place in thee 
« houſe; and aſſure him from me, chat All that 
« dv:fo, fhall themſelves wann oe 
a ever Peers of England,” 

The time ſor the meeting of theſe 2 * 
aſſemblies being come, none of the ancient No- 
bility, «except the Lord Bure, adventured 20 
come into the other houſe. The Earl of Wars 
wick himſelf, though he ventured to marry hie 
grandſon to one of Cromwelis daughters, would 
not be perſuaded to ſit vith Col. Hewſon and 
Col. Pride, uereof the one had been a ſhoe- 
maker, and the other a dray man; and had they 
driven no worſe trade, I know not why any 
good man ſhould refuſe to a& with them. Di- 
vers of the Ge did not appear; yet ochers, 
and particularty ſuch as were related to thoſe in 
E. were ele with tees wann 
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The door of the houſe of Commons, for . 
they would have it called, was now opened, 
„ the guard removed, and every member ad. 
mitted that took the oath preſcribed by them be. 
fore their adjournment. Moſt of the members 
who had been formerly excluded, took the oath 
alſo, and were admitted to fit in the houſe; 
where the addition of theſe laſt, together with 
the removal of thoſe of the other houſe, who 
were for. the moſt. part taken out of this, made 
a conſiderable alteration in that body, Great 
expectations were: raiſed to ſee what courſe Sir 
Arthur Haſlerig would take; who being choſen 
by the people to ſit in one aſſembly, and by 
Cromwel to ſit in another, had not yet declared 
his intentions in that matter. He came to Lon- 
don as privately as he could. But the court ha- 
ving notice of his arrival, ſent Col. Howard to 
his lodgings the next morning to feel his pulſe; 
which he, ſuſpecting ſomething of that nature, 
avoided by going early abroad; and coming to 
the door of the houſe of Commons, procured 
ſome of his friends to give him the oath ; then 
he took his place in the houſe without any dif: 
pute; as did alſo Mr, Scot, with divers others 
who had been formerly excluded by Cromwel 
and his council. There they began to call in 
ueſtion all that had been done in the former 
kelbons, grounding their arguments on the force 
that was upon that aſſembly; whereby a great 
number of thoſe who had as good a right to fit 
there as any others, were peremptorily refuſed 
to ſit, Eight or ten days were ſpent in theſe 
debates; and in the mean time fome petitions 
were carrying on, and ſubſcribed by many thou- 
ſands, to be preſented to thoſe who fat in — 
Pl 
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oct where the parliament of England onght to 
n at theſe | 
petting of the 4 
ring that were — about the, 
James's, were engaged therein; therefore, to 
prevent that which he feared, and han tis 
conſcience tald him the had deſerved, he took 
the inſpection of the watch at Whitehall for fe- 
veral nights ſucceſſively in his on perſon. 
And the alarm from ahroad increaſing daily, be 
reſolved upon the diſſalution of this afſembly z 
intending as ſoon as they were diſmifſed, and 
the power devolved upon bim again, — 
that fpirit of liberty that had lately — 
and to remove ſuch officers from their com- 
mands in the army, whom he ſuſpected to have 
had any hand in their late counſels. Whilſt he 
was deliberating about the beſt means of effect - 
ing this deſign, freſh information was brought 
him concerning the diligence of his adverſaries 
in all parts; which quickened bim to that de- 
gree, that he would not ſtay for one of his own 
coaches, but taking the firſt that was at hand, 
with ſuch guards as he could ipreſently get te 
ther, he hurried to the other houſe. Whi 
being come, he imparted chis untentions 6 dif+ 
folve that aſſambly to Li Gen. Fleerwood:; ' who 
— enileanouring to diiſuaile him from it, 
he olapped chis hand npon mis breaſt, and d 
by the diving (God ſhe would do it. Then b 
ſent Far the judges, and they cheing rome, dif 
patchetl another meiſſage to the aſſenibly ta m- 
tend him qureſently. Many of mem declined to 
come; and thoſe shat appeared. were very ill 
treated by him for ubſtruſting that work, whidh 
he laid was 1 weil begun, un order ito — 
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tlement of the nation. On the other hand; he 
aſſured thoſe whom he had called to his other 
houſe, that notwithſtanding all the practices that 
had been uſed againſt them, they ſhould conti- 
nue to be Lords, and ſo diſmiſſed both the a- 
ſemblies to follow their own private affairs. 

Cromwel having thus reſumed the power into 
his own hands, made uſe of it to remove from 
the army ſuch as he ſuſpected to have obſtruct- 
ed his deſign. And beginning with his own re- 
giment of horſe, he ſent for Col. Packer, who 
was the Major, and Capt. Gladman, who com- 
manded his own troop, with the reſt of the Ca- 
— of that regiment to attend him: whither 
being come, he demanded of them if they were 
willing to promiſe fidelity to the preſent govern» 
ment, and to fight againſt thoſe that ſhould op- 
poſe it. They anſwered, they were ready to 
fight againſt Charles Stuart, and that intereſt; 
but they could not engage againſt they knew not 
whom, and for they knew not what. But he 
provoked with this anſwer, diſmiſſed them from 
their commands, and placed men that would 
obey without reſerve in their room. By this 
and other means he loſt the affections of great 
numbers of men, that would have been uſeful 
and faithful to him againſt the family of the late 
King. And it being well known, that he could 
not ſubſiſt at all without at leaſt a mock-parlia- 
ment, Mr. Henry Nevil, a hearty aſſerter of the 
commonwealth-intereſt, having been much in- 
jured by the Sheriff of Berkſhire, in the laſt re- 
turn for that county, commenced. a ſuit againſt 
the ſaid Sheriff, in order to deter others from the 
like foul practices for the future: but not being 
willing ſo far to acknowledge the preſent autho- 

- | \ rity, 
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rity, as to prefer his action upon 
of government, he was adviſed by Serj. May. 
nard, Mr, Allen of Grays-Inn, and ſome others, 
to bring his action of the caſe againſt the Sheriff. 
On the day of trial, Mr. Nevil deſired Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig, Sir James Harrington, Mr. Scot, my- 
ſelf, and ſome other members of the long par- 
liament, to be preſent in the court; where, after 
all the objections made by the Sheriff's counſel 
againſt the declaration itſelf, and againſt the da- 
mages pretended by him for not being returned, 
were over-ruled by the court, they proceeded 
to hear the witneſſes on both ſides: which be- 
ing done, the Chief Juſtice St. John's declared 


to the jury, how heinous a crime it was for a 


Sheriff, who being but a ſervant to the country, 
ſhould preſume to impoſe upon them ſuch mem- 
bers as he pleaſed to ſerve in parliament, which 
was the bulwark of the people's liberties; ad- 
ding farther, that if ſuch practices ſhould be al- 
lowed, the people would be out of hope to be 
relieved from their (grievances. Then the jury 
retired, and having conſidered the depoſitions 
of the witneſſes, and alſo what was ſaid to them 
by the Chief Juſtice, they returned into court, 
and found the Sheriff guilty of the charge, and 
adjudged him to pay 15001. for damages to Mr. 
Nevil, and 100 l. to the commonwealth. This 
verdict was very grateful to thoſe who wiſhed 
well to the public, not only on the account of 
Mr. Nevil, who had entered into this conteſt to 
vindicate his country from oppreſſion ; but be- 
cauſe it was hoped it would prove a means to 
deter other Sheriffs from doing the like for the 
future. But now the Chief Juſtice having, as 
he thought, ſufficiently pleaſed the popular — 
ter 


the inſtrument 
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tereſt! by what he bad -faid concerning the righm 
Ng people, began to contrive means 'to'gratify 
bis maſter Cromwel, by: whoſe order the She 
riff had afted; and to this end, upon the mo- 
tiow of the Sheriffs counſel, granted an arreſt 
of judgment, and appointed a day in the next 
term to hear what could be ſaid} on each fide; 
im the mean time, the Sheriff, and thoſe who 
had promiſed to ſupport him, applied thermſel ves 
to Cromwel to inter poſe his authority in this 
matter, charging Mr. Nevil with many falſe and 
malicious aſperſions; whilſt the Sheriff 
vingtheopportunity, conveyed away his real and 
perſonal eſtate. Endeavours were likewiſe uſed 
to take off Mr. Nevil, by compounding the bu- 
ſineſs; but he preferring the advantage of the 
commorrwealth before his private intereſt, refuſed 
to hearken to any overtures, till the judgment 
was recorded for an example to poſterity, and 

then declared himſelf reſolved to deal with the 
Sheriff as became him. 

The ſtate of affairs in Ireland was little diffe- 
rent from that of England, and the army chere 
as much diſaffected to Cromwel's deſign of being 
King, as thoſe of that profeflion at home. 80 
that Col. Henry Cromwel, who had before court - 
ed the Sectarian party, and ſhewed much 
to Col. Zanchy, now began to careſs Maj. Mark- 
ham, Mr. —— and others of the Preſbyte- 
rian mtereſt, ring them to join in an addreſs 
to his father a ſtand by and defend him againſt 
his enemies. To which they anfwered, That if 
they knew who they were, they could be poſ- 
tive in their anſwer; but being altogether igno- 
rant of the things they were required to engage 
for, and of the perſons they were wn 

gail 


gainſt, they could by no means conſent to his 
propoſal. In the mean time, Cromwel was not 
unmindfll of ſecuring the fleet to his inteteſt: 
and therefore; ſuſpecting that Gen. Blake was 
diſſatisfied with his proceedings, jolned Col: 
Montague, Who was entirely his creature, and 
Col. Deſborough; in commiſſion with him; the 
latter only bearing the name, and managin 

with other commiſſioners the maritime affairs at 
home. It was eafily pereeived, that Montague 
was ſent to ſea with Blake to gain experience in 
thoſe affairs, and to endeavour to get an inter- 
eſt in the ſeameti, that the credit of Blake might 
be the better balanted, or his perſon totally laid 
aſide, But it pleaſed God that this work was in 
a ſhert time done to their hands, Gen. Blake 
falling ſick 4 little after of # diſtemper, whereby 
he died. The loſs of this great man was la- 
mented by Ctomwel, much in the fame manner 
as that of the Lord Deputy Iteton, atid that al- 
ſo of Gen. Deane, had been. e 

Cromwel having been diſappointed, as I for- 
merly mentioned, in his endeavours of procu- 
ring a civil authority to countenance his arbitra- 
ty power; made it his buſineſs ſo to balance all 
intereſts, that they ſhould not dare to oppoſe 
him, for fear of bringing themſelves into a 
worſe condition than that wherein they were. 
To this end, he gratified ſuch of the Preſbyte- 
rian party as were the moſt complying, and 
courted divers of the Nobility, particularly the 
Earl of Warwick, whoſe grandſon was admitted 
to be a ſuitor to his youngeſt daughter. But be- 
cauſe that this alliance was not at all grateful to 
ſome perſons about him, he contrived to appear 
averſe to the match; and then, by the manage- 
Vol. II. N ment 
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ment of Sir Edward Sydenham, it was brought 
about, that the young couple were married with: 
out the knowledge of their parents: for which 
contrivance Sir Edward as -yo 2 time orice 
den the court. iin 
Notwithſtanding theſe, an many — arti 
fices uſed by him to ſupport his uſurpation, con - 
tinual deſigns were ſet on foot againſt him, 
Some fifth-monarchy men, to the number of 
about 300, expecting extraordinary aſſiſtange 
from Heaven, had formed a deſign to 4 
him. But theſe he ſlighted, on account of the 
ſmalneſs of their number; and having ſome 
ſpies amongſt them, who gave him intelligence 


till the night before that wherein they had-ap- 
pointed to rendezvous: . At which time he ſent 
a guard of ſoldiers, who ſeized the principal of 
them, as they were conſulting, about the man- 
ner of putting their enterprize in execution. 
Their declarations were alſo taken with them, 
and their ſtandard, which had in it a lion cou- 
chant with theſe words, Who ſhall rouſe him up 
Theſe men, being for the. moſt part tradeſmen, 
were carried priſoners to the Gatehouſe ; here 
they lay long in a miſerable condition, | Soon 
after this, ſome perſons that uſed to meet-in 
Coleman- ſtreet, to deplore the apoſtaſy of the 
times, and particularly that of Whitehall, were 
ſeized by the Lord Mayor's officers, . purſuant to 
Cromwel's orders, as they were coming out 
from their meeting - place. Amongſt theſe was 
a Cornet, whoſe name was Day; and who be- 
ing charged with ſaying, that Cromwel was a 
rogue and a traitor, confeſſed the words; and, 
xo juſtify himſelf, ſaid, that Cromwel had at: 
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firmed, in the preſence of himſelf; and divers o- 


ther officers, that if he did oppreſs the conſtien- 
tious, or betray the liberties of the people, or 
not take away tithes by a certain time, now paſt; 
they ſhould then have liberty to ſay he was a 
rogue and a traitor. He moved therefore, that 
he might be permitted to produce his witneſſes, 
who were then preſent, to the particulars before 
mentioned. But the matter was ſo ordered, 
that he and ſome others were fined and impri- 
ſoned for their pretended miſdemeanors. Ano- 
ther plot much more dangerous was about the 
fame time carried on by the Royaliſts, and diſ- 
covered to him by his ſpies. The perſons con- 
cerned in it he uſed with more ſeverity, becauſe 
he accounted them to be of a more formidable 
party; and therefore referred them to be tried 
by thoſe perſons whom his laſt aſſembly had no- 
minated to be a high court of juſtice. The pri- 
ſoners were, Dr. Hewet, Sir Henry Slingſby, 
and Mr, Mordaunt, with ſome others of the 
meaner ſort. The general charge againſt them, 
was for endeavouring to levy war againſt the 
government on the behalf of Charles Stuart. 
The particular charge againſt Dr. Hewet was, 
for diſperſing commiſſions from the ſon of the. 
late King, and perſuading divers to raiſe forces 
by virtue of the fame. That againſt Sir Henry 
Slinglby was, for attempting to debauch ſome 
of the garriſon of Hull to the ſervice of Charles 
Stuart, and delivering 4 commiſſion from him 
to them. The priſoners of leſs note were char- 
ged with a deſign of firing the city in ſeveral 
places, at the time appointed for their party to 
be in arms. Dr. Hewet, being brought before 
the court, moved, that he might be tried by a 
N 2 jury, 
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jury, and demurred to the juriſdiftion of the 
court, But the court over - ruled his demurrer; 
and told him, that unleſs he would plead to his 
charge, they would cauſe his refuſal to be enter- 
ed, and proceed againſt him as if the fact were 
confeſſed. This being twice faid to him, be 
was required the third time to plead. To Which 
he anſwered, That if the judges would declare it 
to be according to law for him to plead, he 
would obey. But he was told, that the Gentle- 
men then preſent were his judges; and that if 
he would not plead, they would regiſter his 
contempt the third time; and upon his refuſal 
did ſo. Mr. Mordaunt, admoniſhed by bis ex- 

ample, pleaded Notguilty ; and after a full — 
ing of the witneſſes on both. ſides, the court ac- 
quitted him by one voice. Then Sir Henzy 
Slingſby was called to the bar, and the witneſ⸗ 
ſes on each ſide being heard, he was pronouns 
| ced guilty ; though in the opinion of many men 
be had very hard meaſure, For it appeared, 
that he was a priſoner at the time when he was 
charged to. have practiſed. againſt the governs 
ment; that he was a declared enemy, and 
therefore. by the laws of war free to make any 
ſuch attempt. | Beſides, it was alledged, that the 
perſons whom he was accuſed to have endes- 
voured to corrupt, had trapanned him by their 
promiſes. to ſerve the King in delivering Hull, 
if he would. give them a commiſſion to act fot 
him; which commiſſion was an old one that 
had long lain by him. But all this being not 
thought ſufficient to excuſe him, he was ad- 
judged to die. The reſt of the priſoners: were 
aſs condemned ; and ſentence of death being 


pronounced, Sir Henry Slingſby and. Dr. * 
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pad the favour of being beheaded; and the o- 
thers, being men of a leſſer figure, were hang- 
ed. Cromwel's daughter and favourite, Mrs. 
Cleypole, laboured earneſtly with her father to 
Fac * life of Dr. Hewet; but without ſucceſs: 
which denial ſo afflifted her, that it was report- 
ed to have been one cauſe of her death, Which 
happened ſoon after, with the concurrence of an 
ulcer in her woubddb . 

The uſurper, as he was thus rod gal of Eng- 
liſh blood, ſo was he no leſs profuſe of the pu- 
blic treaſure, in procuring intelligence from the 
Royal party abroad. To which end, he em- 
ployed one Henry Manning, ſon to one Col. 
Richard Manning, a Papiſt, and formerly a Co- 
lonel in the late King's army, where he loſt his 
life. This Gentleman he furniſhed with a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, and ſent him to the 
place where the ſon of the late King then reſi- 
ded; where, when he arrived, he informed the 
exiles, that he was ſent thither from ſome friends 
in England, that deſired to have their names con- 
cealed. But having with him ſuch good creden- 
tials as ready money, part whereof he gave to 
Charles Stuart, and diſtributed ſeveral leſſer 
ſums to his neceſſitous followers, he was eaſily 
admitted amongſt them. It happened at that 
time, that a Gentleman who had ſerved the 
late King, deſired leave from Cromwel to tra- 
vel; which he obtained, on condition he ſhould) 
not ſee the King; which he promiſed. Accor- 
dingly, when he arrived at Cologn, if I mif- 
take not that was the place, he ſent a meſſage 
to the King, that he might be permitted to wait. 
on him at night; which was granted: and ha- 
ving diſcourſed fully concerning the affairs he 
N 3 came 
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came about, he took leave, and receivedia lets! 
ter, which he ſewed within the crown of his, 
hat. Upon his return to England, he came with 
confidence to Cromwel; and being demanded 
by him, If he had punctually performed his 
promiſe ? he anſwered, That he had; But, ſaid 
Gromwel, who was it that put out the candles 
when; you ſpoke to Charles Stuart? This unex- 
pected queſtion ſomewhat ſtartled: him. But 
Cromwel! proceeding, aſked. him, What he: fad 
to him? To which the Gentleman anſwered; 
That he ſaid nothing at all to him. Then ſaid 
Cromwel, Did he not ſend a letter by you? The 
Gentleman denying that alſo, Cromwel took his 
hat, and having found the letter, he ſent him 
immediately to the Tower. From thence he! 
took the: firſt favourable occaſion to acquaint 
Charles Stuart with all that had happened to 
him relating to this affair; aſſuring him, that 
one of the three perſons who were in the rom 
with him at the time above mentioned, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have betrayed him. Upon this infor. 
mation Manning's ſtudy was ſearched; and his 
correſpondence being diſcovered, leave was obs 
tained from the Duke of Neuburg to execute him 
within his territories; and accordingly he was 
ſhot to death. But though Manning's action was 
haſe and perfidious, as proceeding from a. do- 
meſtic ſervant; yet by what law he was execu-· 
ted, I confeſs myſelf utterly ignorant. 
After the death of Mrs. Cleypole, it. was 4 
ſerved, that Cromwel grew melancholy, and al- 
to diſtempered with divers infirmities, particu- 
larly a malignant humour in his foot; which 
hindering him from the exerciſes of walking or 
_ abroad, he. _ his phyſicians to en- 
deavour 
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deavour to difperſe it; which they endeavours: 
ing to do, drove it upwards: to his heart- By! 
this means he became deſperately: ſick. And as 

ſme about him had for a long time deceived 
others, ſo. they now endeavoured to ĩimpoſe up- 
on God himſelf, For Dr. Goodwin, his crea- 
ture and trencher-chaplainz uſed this expreſſion 
in bis prayer during the time of his- ſickneſs, 
« Lord, we beg not ſor his ftecovery;;i for that 
thou haſt already granted, and aſſured: us of; 
but for his ſpeedy recovery“ At this time 5 
was im the county of Eſſex; and; according to a 
former reſolution. I had taken, went to London 
to attend: my father Oldſworth, and to bring 
him into the country, whither- he deſigned} to 
come with my mother Ludlow. On the Mon- 
day afternoon, I ſet forward, om my journey; the 
morning proving; ſo tempeſtuous, that the hor- 
ſes were not able to draw againſt it; ſo that E 
could reach no farther than Epping that night. 
By this means I arrived not at Weſtminſter till 
Tueſday about noon; when paſſing by Whites 
hall, notice was immediately / given to Cromwell 
that I was come to town. Whereupon he ſent 
for Lt· Gen. Fleetwood, and: ordered him to in- 
quire concerning the reaſons of my coming in 
ſuch haſte, and at ſuch a time. The Lieute- 
nant-General accordingly deſired, by a meſſage, 
that I would come to him the next morning; 
which I did; and underſtood from him, that 
Cromwel ſuſſ I was come with a deſign to 
raiſe ſome diſturbance in the army, andi that he 
was deſirous to know the occaſion. of my jour- 
ney. I aſſured him, that as it was not in uy 
power to cauſe any commotion in the army, ſo 
neither was it in my thoughts:at this time; — 

Als at 
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that I came to town in order to bring our fam 
together into the country, according to re. 
lution taken a month ſince, and before I heard 
of Cromwel's indiſpoſition. He then told me 
that the Protector had been ul, but that it Ws 
now hoped. he was recovering. I ſaid, that l 
wiſhed him ſo well, that I was not deſirous he 
ſhould die in the way he was in at preſent; and 
aſſured him, that I ſhould be glad of the pro- 
longation of his life, if he would employ it to 
the public good, which ought to be money 
to us than life itſelf, 
At Whitehall they were basünng to beih it 
known that he was ſo dangerouſly ill; yet by 
reaſon of a clauſe in the Humble petition and ad- 
vice, (which was the rule of government they 
pretended to act by), That the Protector ſhould 
have power to nominate his ſucceſſor, the com- 
miſſioners of the great ſeal attended for ſigning 
the declaration of the perſon to be appointed to 
ſucceed him. But whether he was unwilling to 
diſcover his intentions to leave the ſucceſſion to 
his ſon, leſt thereby he ſtiould, in caſe of reco- 
very, diſoblige others, whom he had put in ex- 
ation of that power; or whether he was ſo 
diſcompoſed in body and mind, that he could 
not attend that matter; or, laſtly, whether he 
would have named, or did name any other, is 
to me uncertain. But certain it is, that the 
commiſſioners were not admitted till the Friday 
following ; when the ſymptoms of death were 
apparent upon him, and many Miniſters: and o- 
thers aſſembled in a chamber at W hitehall, pray- 
ing for him; whilſt he manifeſted fo little re- 
morſe of conſcience for his betraying the public 
_ and facrificing it to the idol of his awn 
ambition, 
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ambition, that ſome of his laſt words were ra- 
ther becoming a mediator than a ſinner; recom— 
mending to God the condition of the nation that 
he had fo infamouſly cheated, and expreſſing a 
great care of the people whom he bad-to mani - 
teſtly deſpiſed. But he ſeemed above all eon- 
cerned for the reproaches he faid men would 
caſt upon his name, in trampling on his aſhes 
when dead. In this temper of mind he depart+ 
ed this life about two in the aſternoon. And the 
news of his death being brought to thoſe: wha 
were met together to pray for him, Mr. Sterry 
ſtood up, and defired them not to be troubled: : 
« for, ſaid he, this is good news; becauſe if 
„be was of great uſe to the people of Gad 
« when he was amongſt us, how be will be 
„much more ſo, being aſeended to heaven to 
© ſit at the right hand of Jeſus Chriſt, there to 
« interceed for us, and to be mindful of us on 
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* all occaſions,” | | v1 11 
ws Different were the effects that the death of 
10 Cromwel produced in the nation. Thoſe men 
* who had been ſharers with him in the uſurped 
** authority, were exceedingly troubled, whilſt: all 
0 other parties rejoiced at it; each of them hoping 
1d that this alteration would prove adxantageous to 
* their affairs. The commonwealth's men were 
is lo charitable to believe, that the ſoldiery, being 
hs delivered from their ſervitude to the General, ta 


which they were willing to attribute their for- 
mer compliances, would now: open their- eyes, 
and join with them, as the: only means leſt to 
preſerve themſelves: and the people. Neither 
vere the cavaliers without great hopes that new 
diviſions might, ariſe, and. give them an oppor- 
tunity of advancing their minion, ho had _ 
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long endeavouring to unite all the corrupt in- 
tereſts of the nation to his party. But neither 
the ſenſe of their duty, nor the care of their 
own ſafety, nor the juſt apprehenſions of being 
overcome by their irreconcilable enemy, could 
prevail with the army to return to their proper 
ſtation. So that, having taſted of ſovereignty 
under the ſhadow of their late maſter, they re- 
ſolved againſt the reſtitution of the parliament; 
And, in order to this, it was agreed to proclaim 
Richard Cromwel, eldeſt fon to Oliver, Pro- 
tector of the commonwealth, in hopes that he; 
who by following his pleaſures had rendered 
himſelf unfit for public buſineſs, would not fail 
to place the adminiſtration of the government 
in the hands of thoſe who were moſt powerful 
in the army. © Accordingly the proclamation 
was publiſhed in Weſtminſter, at Temple-bar, 
and at the Old Exchange, with as few expref- 
ſions of joy as had ever been obſerved on the 
like occaſion. This being done, the council 
iſſued out orders to the officers of civil juſtice'to 
act by virtue of their old commiſſions, till new 
ones could be ſent to them: and that nothing 
might be omitted to fortify the new govern- 
ment, various means were uſed to procure ad- 
dreſſes from all parts, which were brought in 
t numbers from the ſeveral counties of Eng- 
land; Scotland, and Ireland, as alſo from divers 
regiments of the army. One of the firſt acts of 
the new government was, to order the funeral 
of the late uſurper: and the council having re- 
ſolved that it ſhould be very magnificent, the 
care of it was referred to a committee of them; 
who ſending for Mr. Kinnerſly, Maſter of the 
Wardrobe, deſired him to find out ſome row 
0 | t 
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dent by which they might govern. themſelves in 
this important affair. After examination of his 
books and papers, Mr. Kinnerſly, who was ſu - 
ſpected to be inclined to Popery, recommended 
to them the ſolemnities uſed upon the like oeca 
Gon for Philip II. King of Spain, who had been 
repreſented to be in purgatory for about two 
months. In the like manner was the body of 
this great reformer laid in Somerſet-houſe. The 
apartment was hung with! black, the day- light 
was excluded, and no other but that of wax - 
tapers to be ſeen. This ſcene of purgatory con- 
tinued-till the iſt of November; which being 
the day preceeding that commonly called A1 
fuuls, he was removed into the great hall pu the 
ſaid houſe, | and repreſented in effigie 
on a bed of crimſon. — —— with: a _ 
of the like coloured velvet, 4 ſceptre in his hand, 
and a crown on his head. That part of the 
hall wherein the bed ſtood, was railed in; and 
the rails and ground within them covered with 
crimſon velvet. Four or five hundred candles: 
ſet in flat ſtining candleſticks were ſo placed 
round near the roof of the hall, that the light 
they gave ſeemed like the rays of che ſan; by 
all which he was repreſented to be now in a 
ſtate of glory. This folly and profuſion ſo far 
provoked the people, that they threw dirt in the 
night on his eſcutcheon that was placed over the 
great gate of Somerſet-houſe. I purpoſely omit 
the reſt ' of the pageantry, the great number of 
perſons that attended on the body, the proceſ- 
lion to Weſtminſter, the vaſt expence in mourn- 
ing, the ſtate and magnificence of the monu- 
ment erected for him, with many other things 
that I care not to remember. 0! 15h 
| c 
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The neoeſſities of the government dally in- 
ereaſing, it was thought ex pedlent to call a par- 
liament, as they termed it. Whereupon the 
council being ſummoned, three queſtions wer 
debated among them. Ta een e 
1/2, Whether the elections ſhould be made by 
the counties, cities, and conſiderable towns, ac 
cording to the diſtribution agreed on by the long 
parliament, and practiſed by Cromwel in his 
time? or, Whether they ſhould be made by the 
counties, cities, and boroughs, according to the 
anelent law of the land ? 21 Iu) 
The 24 was concerning the thirty members to 
ſerve for Ireland, and thirty for Scotland; whe- 
ther, or how, they ſhould be choſen ? there ha- 
ving been as yet no diſtribution of powers to e. 
lect, as it was ordered there ſhould be in the 
humble petition and advice. Ging 
The 3d was touching the writs of ſurnmbns 
to be iſſued to thoſe of the other houſe. 
For the firſt, the council learned in the art and 


à clauſe in the Petition and Advice, that all ſnould 
be done according to law, it was the moſt ſafe 
way to iſſue out the writs of election according 
to the ancient form. And this method, after 
ſome debate, was reſolved upon; principally be- 
cauſe it was well underſtood, that mean and de- 
cayed boroughs might be much more eaſily cor 
rupted; than the numerous counties and conſſ- 
derable cities. The motion for proceeding ac- 
cording to law prevailed with them alfo in re 
ference to the writs for members to ſerve in the 
other houſe; which were accordingly iſſued ou 
in the ſame form with thofe that had been for 
merly ſent to the Peers. The ſecond queſtion, 

s touching 
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touching the members for Scotland and Ireland, 
Was long debated 5: the maſt. prudent being of 
opinion, that ſince wriss: were to go out in the 
ancient manner to ele&t members to ſerve for 
England in parliament, there: could be no pre- 
tence for thoſe of Scotland and Ireland to fat 
with them. However, the majority concl 
that members ſhould be choſen for Scotland an 
Ireland, as had been practiſed in the time of 
Cromwel ; with this proviſo, that they ſhould 
not be admitted to ſit as ſuch, till the conſent of 
thoſe choſen for England were firſt obtained. 
The time of election drawing near, the court 
uſed their utmoſt endeavours to procure ſuch 
men to be choſen as were their creatures, and 
had their dependencies on them; in which they 
had no ſmall advantages: for, beſides — — 
of diſcountenancing and puniſning 
were not their friends, — had all the prefer- 
ments, as well military as civil, in their diſpo : 
ſition. The officers of the admiralty and navy 
had a great influence, not only upon the cinque: 
ports, but alſo upon all ſea-towns whatſoever ; 
and could preſs at their pleaſure. any inhabitant 
to ſerve at ſea, and thereby ruin both them and 
their families. The Sheriffs, who generally 
were men choſen for fach/purpaſes, contributed 
no little aſſiſtance to their —.— by diſpaſeag 
the writs to whom they ed, and 
themſelves judges of the — and due qualifi- 
cations of all thoſe who' ſhould vote at the . 
ral elections. 1 

In the mean time, divers perſons, who-can- 
tmued unſhaken in their zeal and affection to 
the commonwealth, met at the houſe of Sir 
Henry Vane; where they conſulted what ay 
Vor. II. O 
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be moſt proper for them to do, in caſe any of 
them ſhould be elected to ſerve in the approach - 


ing aſſembly ; and, / after mature deliberation, 


reſolved, that, if they ſhould be fairly choſen, 
and that no unjuſt or diſhonourable thing were 
required of them, they ſhould accept the em- 
ployment, and therein uſe the beſt of their en- 

deavours to ſerve the public; being perſuaded, 
that it is the duty of a good man, at all times, and 
in all places, when an opportunity offers itſelf, 
to be uſeful to his country. Neither did they 
think that their preſence and aſſiſtance in ſuch 

an aſſembly could by any means be interpreted 
to be an acknowledgment that they were a par- 
liament, in prejudice of the right of the long 
parliament ; which though under a force, yet 
was never legally diſſolved. In conſequence of 
this reſolution, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr. Thomas 
Scot, Mr. Weaver, Col. Kendrick, and divers 
others of known affection to the commonwealth, 
being choſen to ſerve, fat in the aſſembly. Pre- 
ſident Bradſhaw was returned by the Sheriff for 
the county of Cheſter: but ſome of that county 
having returned another perſon, he was not pre- 
ſent at their firſt meetings; the aſſembly having 
made an order, That, in caſe of a double return, 
neither of the competitors ſhould fit till the mat- 
ter ſhould be heard and decided. Great endea- 
vours were uſed by the court to prevent the ele- 
ction of Sir Henry Vane : and though their-of 
ficers refuſed to return him at Hull and Briſtol, 
at both which places it was ſaid he had the ma- 
zority 3 yet at laſt he was choſen and returned 
for the borough of Whitchurch in the county of 
Southampton. The people of this place were 
adviſed to this choice by Mr. Robert Wallop; 
« * 5 al 
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at which the eourt - faction were ſo enraged, that 
they had ſent a menacing letter to him, which 
was ſubſcribed by moſt Juſtices of the Peace for. 
the county, to let him know, that they would 
oppoſe his election for the ſhire, if he perſiſted 
to recommend Sir Henry Vane to the choice of 
the people. But Mr. Wallop deſpiſing their 
threatenings, continued to aſſiſt Sir Henry Vane, 
and was choſen for the county in deſpite of 
them. * Belt Link 
Thoſe that governed at Whitehall, had or- 
dered an oath to be adminiſtered to all ſuch as 
ſhould be admitted to fit in the houſe, whereby 
the members were to oblige themſelves not -to 
act or contrive any thing againſt the Protector. 
This oath I was unwilling to take, and there - 
fore declined going into the aſſembly. But being 
one day walking in Weſtminſter-hall, and meet- 
ing Sir Walter St. John's, who was one of the 
perſons appointed to adminiſter the oath, he 
aſked me, why I came not to the houſe? I told 
him, That though I had heard divers arguments 
for taking the oath, yet my doubts not being 
fully ſatisfied by them, I had hitherto abſtained. 
Whereupon he defired me to meet him in the 
lobby the next morning, promiſing to carry me 
in with him; which, ſaid he, will create a be- 
lief in the houſe that I have given you the oath. 
Accordingly I attended : but not finding Sir 
Walter there, I went in; and the houſe being at 
prayers, I ſtood amongſt the reſt of the mem- 
bers till they were ended, and then went up to 
the Speaker's chamber; where, and in the gal- 
lery, I fat with as much privacy as I could, 
Thus I continued to do for about a week ; when 
news was brought, to the great mortification of 
O 2 the 
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the court, that Sir Henry Vane was choſen” to 
ſerve in this aſſembly for the borough of Whits 
church, as was mentioned before. Sir H 
being come to town, and informed that I ſat in 
the Boats, he was pleaſed to make me a viſit 
and to inquire by what means I had procured 
admiſſion ; for he had been acquainted with my 
ſeruples touching the oath. I aſſured him, that 
my doubts remained {till unſatisfied ; but that 1 
had ventured to go into the aſſembly, where 1 
fat as yet without any interruption. Within a 
day or two a member informed me of an inten- 


tion in ſome to complain to the houſe againſt 


me, for fitting amongſt them without the qua- 
lification of the oath. To which 1 anſwered, 
That it was no more than I expected. And a6 
cordingly one of the members, called Bodrua, 
the ſame day preſſed to be heard touching a mats 
ter which, he faid, concerned the very being of 
the houſe ; having been informed, that there at 
a perſon amongſt them, who had not taken the 
oath required to be adminiſtered to every mem- 
bet before his admiſſion. He therefore moved 
the houfe to inquire into it, and to give order 
that all men that ſat there might be upon an e- 
qual foot. This motion was oppoſed by ſome, 
who alledged that it was of far leſs importance 
than many other things that were before thetn, 
But Mr. John Trevor, a leading man of the courts 
party, ſeconded the former motion, though with 
much civility and reſpect; urging, that he could 
not but think it very ſeaſonable, and of conſe- 
quence,” conſidering the worth, as he was plea- 
{ed to ſay, of the perſon concerned. 80 the de- 
bate was entered upon, and divers gave their o- 
8 that the bath ſhould be cm 


quired, 
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quired, But Mr. Weaver, and ſome others, op- 
poſed them, alledging, that, for the moſt part, 
oaths proved only ſnares to honeſt men; it be- 
ing generally obſerved, that thoſe who were 
leaſt conſcientious in keeping an oath, were the 
moſt forward to take it. Col. Eyres alſo in- 
formed the houſe, that he had ſat in the long 
parliament without taking the oath then preſeri- 
bed; and that he was fully perſuaded, that my 
omiſſion therein proceeded, not from a ſpirit of 
oppoſition, but from a real ſcruple of conſcience j 
that his caſe had formerly been the ſame with 
mine; and though no man could queſtion my 
affection to that parliament, yet I had moved 
the houſe in his behalf, and was the perſon no- 
minated by them to bring him into the houſe 
without taking the oath. This debate continu- 
ing for two or three hours, was at length inter- 
rupted by the diſcovery of a perſon ſitting in the 
houſe who had not been elected ſo to do. His 
name was King; and, being called to the bar, 
the houſe demanded of him whether he were a 
member ? To which he anſwered, That he knew 
not whether he were or no: for meeting with 
an Alderman of London, who aſked him if he 
were choſen ? he demanded of him the reaſon 
of his queſtion; whereupon the Alderman ſay- 
ing, that he had ſeen the name of one King upon 
the liſt of returns, he came down to the houle, 
and had continued ſo to do, that he might not 
be wanting in his duty. This man being order- 
ed to withdraw, many of the members willingly 
left the debate; and others did ſo too from their 
great zeal againſt him, fuppoſing him to be a 
dangerous perſon; becauſe he had been obſer- 
ved that morning in the Speaker's chamber ro 
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approve and promote a paper which wag there 
delivered; rending to ſhew the wickedneſs 6F the 
deſigns that were carrying on by the court. 
&ion, and the neceſſity incumbent on the aſſem- 
to reſtore the commonweafth. 80 the me- 
rits of this perſon having been debated alſo, and 
the houſe being informed by one of the mem- 
bers ſerving for the city of London, that the 
man was diſtempered in his head to that degree; 
that his relations were often obliged to bind 
him hand and foot, they contented themſelves 
to ſend him to Newgate for a day or — — 
then ordered him to be diſcharged. 
means the aſſembly was diverted Tom elde cn 
to impoſe the oath. And though they were m 
inclined to get rid of my company, yet partly 
by finding fo great oppoſition, and partly by diF 
covering that there were ſome of another intereſt 
which they liked better, that had not taken it, 
they were diſcouraged from reſuming that de. 
bate for the future; though they did ſometimes 
mention it by way of reflexion, when I moved 
any thing diſpleaſing to them. _ 

All men were in great expectation what the 
reſolutions of the houſe would be concerning the 
government. The ſounder part of them were 
very deſirous to ſecure themfelves in the two > 
fential points which had been the ground of the 
quarre] between the King and the parliament, 
viz. the militia and the negative voice, and to 
eſtabliſh them in the repreſentative of the people, 
before they ſhould enter upon any other buſi 
nefs. But whilſt theſe important matters wert 
under confideration, Mr. Thurloe, a membet 
of the aſſembly, and Secretary to Mr. Richard 


Cromwel, 'preſented them with a Seeler 
ready 
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ready drawn, wherein "was eUntathed un gc- 
knowledgment of the aid Richard Cromwel to 
be Protector, and the Perfrion au Advier to be 
the rule of government for theſe nHationò. This 
acleon Was by tial men eſteemed to be u 
great injety to the aſfembly: but he Had a fut- 
— ſtrength amongſt them to carry bim 
through whatſoever he thought ft to undertake; 
and therefore he Was not oy defended for whit 
he had done, but it Was reſblded that the declia- 
ration ſhould be received and de bated. Hereup- 
on it WAS moved, that the itiſtrument might be 
produced, wherein, according to the Perrier: 
and Advice, the ſvcceſſor ought to de nomina- 
ted, and the greut ſeal axed; but they h 
no ſueh thing to thew, overrated that motion. 
Not being able to obtain this, and being es- 
tnremely deſirous to place che militia in the par- 
liamerit, and to make void any pretence to à ne- 
gative volce in à fingle perſon, as well as to do 
ſome other Hugs for the people's ſafety and wel- 
fare, the court party refuſed to conſent to ny 
thing of that nature for the prefent; craftily in- 
ſinuating, and making large promiſes, that ſuch 
things as were neceſſary ſhoùld be done bereaf- 
ter at a more convenient feaſon. In the next 
place, it was deſired, that fince it appeared the 
preſent power had no legal foundation, and that 
it would be moſt fafe for the Protector to derive 
his authority from a right ſource, the words in 
the deelaradon of recopri/ihp him, migtit be al- 
tered for agg him; that To his right might 
appear to be Wandel upon the confent of the 
people repreſtnted in this aſſembly. But this 
Wepa, though inforced with many weigh- 
iy reaſons, was — 
aug 
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though it was thought convenient to divide the 
houſe, upon it. Upon this ſucceſs the court pre- 
ſuming to carry all before them, grew unmes- 
{arably inſolent; and all that could de done, was 
only to lengthen out their debates, and to hang 
on the wheels of the chariot, that they might 
not be able to drive ſo furiouſly. By this means 
time was gained to infuſe good principles into 
divers young Gentlemen, who before had never 
been in any public aſſembly ; in hopes, that 
though for the preſent their previous engage 
ments ſhould carry them againſt us, yet upon 
more mature deliberation they might diſcover 
where their true intereſt lay. Neither were our 
endeavours without ſucceſs : for having frequent- 
ly held the houſe nine or ten days in debate be- 
fore they could come to a queſtion, many Gen- 
tlemen, who came to Weſtminſter pre poſſeſſed 
in favour of the court, confeſſed that the reaſons 
of the commonwealth-party were ſo cogent, 
that they were not able to reſiſt them. And be- 
cauſe all parties had confederated againſt us, we, 
in order to leſſen their numbers, impeached ar 
vers of them for having been of the King's- par 
ty; by which means we procured ſome of = 
to be expelled, and frighted away ſome others 
who knew themſelves to be in the ſame condi- 
tion. The court to requite us, brought Mr. 
Marvin Touchet, a Papiſt, and brother to the 
Lord of Caſtlehaven, to accuſe Mr. Villars, who 
had voted with us, of ſerving in the King's army: 
and though it appeared that he was forced ſo to 
do by thoſe who had the government of bim, 
he being then but ſixteen years of age, and that 
he came into the parliament's quarters as 


as he had an opportunity ; yet all that could Ny 
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ſaid proving not ſuſficlent to excuſe him, he wa 
likewiſe voted out from the houfe; The next 
thing we endeavoured, was to remove the Scots 
and Iriſh members, who had intruded mem- 
ſelves into the houſe; and to have the queſtion 
put, Whether thoſt members cheſèn by Scotlanũ, 
ought by the law of the land to ſit as members of 
this parliament ? The reaſons uſed to juſtify the 
wording of the queſtion in this manner, were, 
1. That there was no colour by the ancient law 
of the land for their ſitting as tnembers of the 
parliament of England, having always been a 
diſtin kingdom from it; 2. That there bad 
been no diſtribution of powers to elect, as was 
required by the Humble petition und adbicr. 
The court would by no means permit the que 
ſtion to be put in the mannet before mentioned, 
but moved that it might he thus propoſed in the 
following words: Whether the houſe though fr, 
that thoſe returned from Scotland, ſhould Jit ar 
members of this parliamemt dy this means 
turning a queſtion of right into a queſtion of 
conveniency. However, beeauſ our queſtion 
was firſt propoſed, we inſiſted that it mighit alſo 
be firſt put; and likewiſe moved; that theſt 
ſent from Scotland and Ireland, being the per- 
ſons concerned in the queſtion, might be order - 
ed to withdraw, and not be permitted to ſit jud- 
be ges of their dn caſe, And this we thought we 
ho might with more reaſbn demand, berauſt their 
on party had already waved the legality f 
10 their election by the form of words they had 
m, uſed in the queſtion they propeſed. But the 
bat WY pretended members for Scotland and Ireland, 
on except only Mr. Swinton, Who modeſtiy with- 

drew, as they had debated „ 
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much confidence, fo, by the ſupport of that 
court, they reſolved to decide it in their own fa 
vour. When we faw ourſelves thus overpower- 
ed by violence and number, we had the que- 
ſion put for leaving out the words, by the lau 
of the land; which being carried in the affirma- 
tive; and therefore to be entered in the journal, 
we let fall words in the houſe, to inſinuate that 
they were not a legal parliament, having no 
countenance from the authority by which they 
acted. And as to their prudential way of admit- 
ting the Scots and Iriſh on the account of con- 
veniency, we ſaid it would weaken all that 
ſhould be done by this aſſembly, whoſe actions 
would be weighed and duly conſidered by thoſe 
that ſhould come into power, when they were 
gone; that the laws of this aſſembly, though'it 
were granted that they were a legal parliament, 
would not bind the people of Scotland, who are 
not governed by the common law of England; 
and therefore that it was unreaſonable, that thoſe 
choſen by that nation ſhould have any part in 
making laws for the people of England; and 
that it was intolerable, that they who had fought 
againſt a commonwealth, fhould be conſulted 
with in the framing of our conſtitution, and ſo 
vote us out of that with their tongues, which 
they could never fight us out of with their 
words. But all our arguments were anſwered 
by calling for the queſtion ; which they carried 
by a great number of votes, as they did alſo that 
for admitting thoſe returned for Ireland. 
The court having overcome theſe difficulties, 
doubted not to obtain the eſtabliſhment of their 


houſe of Lords, which they called the other 


houſe; and therefore moyed for recognllin 
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them alſo. The commonwealrh's men propoſed, 
that the aſſembly would firſt take into their con- 
ſideration the powers wherewith the other houſe 
fhould be veſted, before they proceeded to the 
recognition of them; leſt our qualifying them 
with the title of a houſe, and our approbation 
of the perſons that were to fill it, might be a 
means to procure them more power than other- 
wiſe we ſhould think fit to give them. But the 
court-party alledged, that the other houſe being 
already conſtituted, it was no more in the power 
of the Commons to alter their eſtabliſhment, 
than in the power of the new houſe to make any 
change in that of the Commons. Then we en- 
deavoured to ſhew them the unreaſonableneſs of 
impoſing ſuch a houſe upon the nation; telling 
them, that in ancient times thoſe that came to 
parliament, ſat there by virtue of the lands they 
poſſeſſed; and that he who had twenty fees, 
each of 201. yearly rent, might demand his 
place in the houſe as an Earl; and that whoſoever 
was poſſeſſed of thirteen fees, whereof one third 
part was military, had a right to ſit in the ſame 
houſe as a Baron : that this method continued, 
till the greater Barons finding themſelves over- 
voted, withdrew into a diſtin houſe. But 
K. Henry III. having obtained a victory againſt 
the Barons, deprived them of their ancient u- 
ſages, and permitted none of them to come to 
parliament without a writ of ſummons from 
him. We ſhewed them, that the houſe of Lords 
anciently conſiſted of perſons on whom the 
Commons had their dependence; and being for 
the moſt part retainers to them, were clothed in 
their liveries : but the balance being now alter- | 
ed, and the greateſt part of the lands of 2 * 
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land devolved upon the Commons, they, in- 

ſtead of wearing the Lords blue coats, did now 
give wages to moſt of thoſe who pretended to 
be members af the other bouſe, But, notwiths 
Randing all that could be ſaid, the c 
for them was ſtring enough to carry all beſore 
them; the cavalieriſn party, who were very 
numerous, joining with them, in expectation 
that it might prove a good ſep towards the re- 
turn of the former peerage. So the queſtion was 
put, #hether this houſe haul trunſact with the 
other houſe and carried in the affirmative. 
We then deſired, that ſeeing this houſe was un- 
deniably more .honourable in the members of 
it than the other, and much more in relation to 
thoſe wbom they repreſented, that the members 
of this houſe might not go #0 them with meſſa- 
ges as formerly, unleſs the members of the new 
houſe would reſpectively come to us with their 
meſſages; or, that the Maſters in chancery, 
who were accuſtomed to be the Lords meſſen - 
rs, might be divided between the two houſe 
that purpoſe. But this alſo was denied; and 
we were told, © That a feather might hinder 
the motion of a clock as well as a piece of 
% iron.” The ſubject of our firſt tranſaction 
with the other houſe, was touching a declaration 
for a faſt; which, by ſome expreſſions in it, d 
* taking ſhame to ourſelves for ing to 
«. ſettle the government of the church, and ha- 
ving permitted fo many erroneous and here 
ce tical opinions to be divulged,” with others d 
a like nature, difcovered plainly in what mint i 
was forged. This declaration being agreed 10 
it was ordered to be carried to the other houl 
5 ther — Mr. Grove, who ws 
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accompanied by divers young Gentlemen, and 
many of the cavalier-party;; all of them attend- 
ing like ſo many lackeys at the bar of the other 
houſe, whilſt the ceremonies of preſenting it 
were performed; which were the fame that had 


been formerly uſed to the Peers on the like oe - 


caſion. | Thoſe of the other houſe were wonder- 
fully pleaſed with this application to them; ha- 
ving waited near three months for it; and ha- 
ving no huſineſs to do, had conſumed great 
ſtore of fire to keep them warm at the public 
charge. Yet, upon the debate, they found not ſo 
great a unanimity as in the receiving it; for Mr. 
Cromwel's party and the Preſbyterians fell vio- 
lently upon the Independents, and ſome of the 
army, concerning ſome clauſes therein inſerted, 
as they ſaid, by thoſe of their parry. Theſe di- 
viſions were not confined within the walls of 
that houſe, but broke out in the army itſelf; the 
officers every where diſcovering their jealouſies 
one of another. They were divided into/three 
parties, and neither of them much ſuperior to 
the other in number. One party was known'to 
be well · affected to the commonwealth ; and con- 
ſiſted chiefly of the following officers, viz. Col. 
Aſhfield, Col. Lilburn, Col. Fitz, Lt-Col. Ma- 
ſon, Lt-Col. Moss, Lt-Col. Farley, Maj. Creed, 

with divers Captains and other inferior officers. 

A ſecond party was known by the title of the 
Walling ford-hanſe, or ' army-party ; who had 
advanced Mr. Richard Cromwel, in expectation 

of governing all as they pleaſed. Of theſe were 

Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Col. Deſborough, Col. Sy- 

denham, Col. Clarke, Col. Kelſey, Col. Berry, 

Maj. Haines, Treafurer Blackwel, and ſome o- 


thers, The third party was that of Mr. Richard 
Vor.lII. P Cromwel, 
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Cromwel, who having caſt off thoſe who had 


taken the pains to advance him, joined himſelf 


to men that were more ſuitable to his inclina- 


tions. Such were Col. Ingoldſby, Col. Gough, 
Col. Whalley, Col.. Howard, Col. Goodrick, 


Lt-Col. Keins, with many others, and more 
particularly thoſe that were officers in the Scots 


and Iriſh forces. But his cabinet-council were 
the Lord Broghill, Dr. Wilkins, and Col. Philip 
Jones. The differences between theſe parties 
being already very great, were yet much in- 


creaſed by the following accident. Col, Whal- 


ley, whom Richard had lately made Commiſ- 


ſary-General of the Horſe, meeting with Col. 


Aſhfield in Weſtminſter-hall, and diſcourſing 
with him concerning the other houſe, about 
which their ſentiments were very different, the 
Commiſſary-General fell into ſuch a paſſion, that 


he threatened to ſtrike the Colonel; who there- 


upon daring him to do it, Whalley choſe rather 
to make his complaint to Mr. Richard Cromwel. 
Col. Aſhfield being ſummoned to appear, the 
pretended Protector threatened to caſhier him 


as a mutineer, for ſpeaking in ſuch a manner to 


a general officer of the army. But the Colonel 


deſiring a fair and equal hearing by a council of 


officers, he was ordered to attend again. At 
the time appointed, it was contrived, that Col. 


Gough, Col. Ingold{by, Col. Howard, Lt-Col. 


Goodrick, and other creatures of the court, 
ſhould be preſent to decide the matter in diſpute ; 
who unanimouſly injoined Col. Aſhfield to ac- 
knowledge his fault, and to aſk the Commiſſary- 
General's pardon for the ſame. But their endea- 
vours herein proved ineffectual; for the Colo- 


nel denying that he had offended the Commiſ- 


ſary- 
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ſary- General, refuſed to deſire his pardon. An- 
other thing happened about the ſame time that 
proved very diſadvantageous to the intereſt of 
Mr. Richard Cromwel: for. a certain inferior 
officer having publicly murmured at the advance- 
ment of ſome that had been cavaliers to com- 
mands in the army, he was carried to White 
hall to anſwer for the ſame. Mr. Richard 
Cromwel, beſides other reproachful language, 
aſking him in a deriding manner, Whether he 
would have him prefer none but thoſe that were 
godly? Here, continued he, is Dick Ingoldſ- 
by, who can neither pray nor preach, and yet 
« I will truſt him before ye all.” Thoſe im- 
prudent, as well as irreligious words, ſo clearly 
diſcovering the frame and temper of his mind, 

were ſoon publiſhed in the army, and city of 
London, to his great prejudice. And from this 
time all men among them who made but the 
leaſt pretences to religion and ſobriety, began to 
think themſelves unſafe whilſt he governed ; and 
thereupon ſoon formed a reſolution to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to divide the military from 
the civil power, and to place the command of 
the army in Lt-Gen. Fleetwood. 

The Wallingford-houſe party finding tham- 
ſelves abandoned by Mr. Richard Cromwel, and 
being very deſirous, if not to get the whole power 
into their hands, yet at leaſt to preſerve what 
they were already poſſeſſed of, and to render 
themſelves formidable, deſired to renew a cor- 
reſpondence with the commonwealth's men; 
and to that end ordered Col. Kelſey, one of their 
members, to let me know, that if I would go to 
Wallingford-houſe, I ſhould meet with a friend. 
ly reception from the Lieutenant-General —— 
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the reſt of the company. Accordingly I went 
thither; and perceiving them to agree that the 
meaſures then taken would inevitably bring in 
the common enemy, I could not forbear telling 
them, that though I was heartily ſorry for the 
ſad conſequences ſuch a revolution might bring 
upon the people of England; yet, with reſpect 
to themſelves, they had merited whatſoever had 
already happened, or was juſtly to be feared, in 
that they had advanced a ſingle perſon over us, 
when it was in their power to put us into a full 
poſſeſſion of our liberties: however, that I pre- 
ſumed it was not yet too late, if they would re- 
ſolve to join themſelves to that part of the army 
who were welk affected to the commonwealth; 
and who, in conjunction with them, would, in 
all appearance, be enabled to reſtore that go- 
vernment, which had coſt the nation ſo much 
blood to eſtabliſh. I told them, that it would be 
convenient to give ſome earneſt of the ſincerity 
of their reconeitiation with us, in order to re- 
cover that truſt and confidence: from the com- 
monwealth-party, which was neceffary to our 
preſent undertaking ; and to that end propoſed, 
that they would fupport and defend Col. Afh= 
field, who was like to fuffer for his affection to 
the commonwealth. They acquainted me, that 
they had already appeared for the Colonel, and 
promiſed to do him the beſt offices they could in 
his affair; yet expreſſed an unwillingnefs to ruin 
fome of their friends who were of Mr. Crom- 
wel's party, and particularly named Col. Whak- 
tey. FI replied, that if Col. Whalley was ſo 
good a man to deſerve that conſideration from 
them, I perſnaded myſelf he would not oppoſe 
them; but if he were otherwiſe, they could — 
juſtly 
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juſtly be thought worthy of the: honour of being 
employed in the reſcue and deliverance; of their 
country, who ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be ſo 
much governed by private intereſts and engage- 
ments. Nothing more of moment paſſed be- 
tween us in this converſation, except that they 
deſired to keep a good correſpondence” with us; 
and to that end moved, that they might ſee Sir 
Henry Vane and Sir Arthur Haſlerig, or at leaſt 
be made acquainted with their opinion concern» 
ing the public affairs, and receive their advice 
touching their future proceedings, I told them, 
it was my opinion, that thoſe two Gentlemen 
were too prudent to appear publicly in a matter 
of this nature, before full ſatisfaction that thoſe 
of Wallingford-houſe were in earneſt, and had 
done ſomething that ſhould put them paſt all re- 
treat. Yet I promiſed them to inform myſelf 
concerning their ſentiments, and to advertiſe them 
from time to time what meaſures they ſhould: 
think moſt proper to be taken. The next day 
J acquainted Sir Henry Vane and Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig with what had paſſed, and they ap- 
proved the way that was propoſed; and promi- 
ſed, that when they ſaw it ſraſonable, they would 
be ready to aſſiſt them in all things tending to 
the public ſervice. With this anſwer L went to 
Col. Sydenham, and deſired him to impartit to 
the reſt of the company at Wallingford-houſe; 
and then aſking him concerning their proceed- 
ings, he told me they deſigned to procure a ge- 


neral council of officers to be called; which if 
they could effect, he hoped it would be of great 
advantage to their affairs. After two or three 
days, ſome of the principal of the party finding 
Mr, Cromwel alone, took the opportunity to, 

P 3 | perſuade 
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perſuade him of the neceſſity of calling a | 
ral councib of officers, in order to preſent fomes 
thing to the houſe for the regulation and main» 
renance of the army. He not ſuſpecting their de- 
ſign, conſented to the propoſition; and having 
ilſued out an order to that purpoſe, a generab 
council of officers met. Both parties endeavour- 
ed to take advantage of this meeting; and the 
lighteſt veſſels being uſually moſt noiſy, the Irifly 
officers firſt moved, that the council would peti- 
tion the houſe, that the Protector might be de- 
clared General of the army, as the only means 
to put an end to the diviſions that were amongſt 
them. But this motion found ſo little approba- 
tion, that the court - party began to doubt og 
their ſucceſs at this meeting; and had much 
more reaſon ſo to do, when they heard the hum 
that was given upon a propoſition made to this 
effect: That it would be more advantageous to 
the army, and more conducing to the good off 
the nation, if the military and eivil power might 
be placed in different hands, that the one might 
be a balance to the other. The temper and in- 
clinations of the councit being thus tried, they 
were adjourned to another day. In the mean 
time the party of Wallingford-houſe r 
to appear more publicly, Col. Deſborough a 
Col. Sydenham ſent an officer to deſire me to give 
them a meeting in the chamber where the com- 
mittee for the army uſually ſat, and to bring 
with me two or three perſons, in whoſe affe- 
tions to the public J had the moſt confidence. 
Accordingly I made choice of Col. Dixwel, and 
my couſin Mr. Wallop, and with them went to 
the place appointed; where our diſcourſe tended - 
chiefly to give reciprocal aſſurances of our reſo- 
lution 
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lution to join together in order to promote the 
public good; promifing to uſe our endeavours 
to remove all doubts and feruples that might 
remain in any of us, that, by a mutual truſt 
and confidence in each other, we might be the 
better enabled to prevent the return of the eom- 
mon enemy. The ſecond time the generaÞ 
council of officers met, they went a ſtep fur 
ther; and declared their enſions, that 
« the common cauſe was Iikely to be ruined 
by the ſubtlety and artifices of thoſe who had 
% never been able to do it by open force; 
and therefore deſired, that the command of the 
army might be intruſted to the cave of ſome fit 
perſon, in whom they might all confide. This 
propoſition found fo general an approbation, 
that it was impoſſible for the courtiers to reſiſt 
the ſtream; and fo the meeting was adjourned 
to another day. In the mean time, Mr. Crom 
wel and his party were exceedingly alarmed at 
theſe proceedings; and not daring to truſt to 
their own: authority in this matter, they contri- 
ved it fo, as to engage the parkament in their 
defence. Accordingly ſome members of the 
Commons houſe charged the council with mu- 
tinous words there ſpoken againſt the govern- 
ment, and againſt the reſolutions of the parlia- 
ment itſelf, This accuſation was ſo well ſecond- 
ed, that the houſe reſolved to diſſipate the ſtorm; 
and, to that end, paſſed a vote, That the offi- 
© ecers of the army ſhould no more meet as a 
« general council.“ Yet; for all this, they mer 
again at the time appointed, in order to proceed 


in their deſign. But the houſe having notice of 


it, and being very deſirous to enable Mr. Crom- 
wel to make their vote effectual, declared him 
| 7 | to 
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to be General of their army; authoriſing him to 
diſperſe the officers to their reſpective charges, 
to remove from their-commands ſuch as ſhould 
diſobey, and to place others in the room of 
them. They alſo voted it to be high treaſon in 
the officers to meet in council contrary to their 
order; and promiſed to cauſe the arrears of 
thoſe that ſhould yield obedience to be forth- 
with paid, with aſſurances to take care of them 
for the future. Mr. Richard Cromwel, having 
notice of theſe votes, immediately went to the 
lace where the council of officers was aſſem- 
led; and having informed them of what had 
paſſed, he told them that he expected their pre- 
ſent obedience. The officers, not being then 
prepared to diſpute his commands, withdrew. 
themſelves. But the chief of them continued 
their meetings in a more private manner, ma- 
king uſe of all means imaginable to oblige Mr. 
Richard Cromwel to a compliance with them. 
But he, relying on the ſtrength of his new 
friends, refuſed to hearken to them; fo that 
they perceived it to be high time to provide for 
the ſecurity of themſelves. Information being 
given at court, that ſomething extraordinary was 
in agitation, the Protector Richard ſent a meſ- 
ſage to Lt-Gen. Fleetwood to come to him. 
But the meſſenger returned without an anſwer, 
Then he ordered ſome of the guard to be ſent 
for him, but they deſired to be excuſed. The 
Lieutenant-General, having notice of this de- 
ſign, retired to St. James's ; where many officers 
of the army reſorting to him, it was concluded - 
between them, that the whole army ſhould ren- 
dezvous at St. James's, The news of this reſo- 
lation being brought to Mr, Cromwel, he alſo 
oF appointed 
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appointed a counter rendezvous to be at the 


ſame: time at Whitehall. Accordingly Col. 


Gough ſent orders for his regiment to march to- 
Whitehall; but the. Major had already prevailed 
with them to draw to Se. James's. ' Three troops 
of Col. Ingoldſby's horte marched: alſo to St. 
— with part of two: more; ſo that he 

one entire troop of his regiment to 
= by him. Col. Whalley's regiment of 
horſe for the moſt part left him, and went off 
to St. James's ;. which he ſeeing, opened his 


breaſt, and defired them to ſhoot him. Col. 


Hacker's regiment of horſe being drawn up 
near Cheapſide, Mr. Cromwel fent a meſſage 
to the Colonel, with an order to require him 
forthwith to march to Whitehall. But he ex- 


cuſed himfelf, and ſaid, that he had received or- 


ders from Lt-Gen. Fleetwood to keep that poſt. 
Many alſo of Richard's own went to St. 
James's; and moſt of thoſe that ſtaid with him, 
declared they would not any that ſhoule 
come to them by order from Lr-Gen. Fleetwood. 

Thus: here was a General without any army, 
and divers great officers without foldiers; who 
having boaſted of their intereſt in the army, 
and having thereby led the houſe into their late 
raſh proceedings, now being utterly difappoint= 
ed in their and expectations, knew not 
what to adviſe, or What to do. About noon, 
Col. went to Mr. Richard Cromweb 
at Whitehall, and told him, that if he would 
diflolve his parliament, the officers would take 
care of him; but that if he refuſed ſo to do, 
they would do it without him, and leave him to 
ſhift for himſelf. taken a little time to 
conſider of it, and finding no other way left 1 
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do better, he conſented to what was demanded. 
This great alteration was made with ſo little 
noiſe, that very few were alarmed at it. The 
next morning the houſe met, and divers mem- 
bers made extravagant motions, rather, as was 
ſuppoſed, to vent their own paſſions, than from 
any hopes of ſucceſs : for whatever were the re- 
ſolutions that had been made by the court-junto, 
they could not ſuddenly be brought to a vote, 
becauſe the contrary party was conſiderably in- 
creaſed by this change of affairs. Few of the 
houſe knew of the reſolution taken to put a pe- 
riod to them; or if they did, were unwilling to 
take notice of it. So that when the Uſher of the 
Black Rod, who attended the other houſe, came 
to let the Serjeant at Arms know, that it was the 
pleaſure of the Protector that the houſe of Com- 
mons ſhould attend him at the other houſe, ma- 
ny of them were unwilling to admit the Serjeant 
into the houſe to deliver the meſſage; but the 
commonwealth-party demanded, and obtained, 
that he ſhould give the houſe an account of what 
the Gentleman of the Black Rod had faid to 
him. The aſſembly, being under this confuſion, 
adjourned themſelves till eight of the clock the 
next morning. But care was taken to prevent. 
their meeting again, by publiſhing a proclama- 
tion, declaring them to be diſſolved, by ſetting: 
a padlock on the door of the houſe, and by pla- 
cing a guard in the court of requeſts, with or- 
ders to refuſe admittance to all thoſe that ſhould 
demand it. The army, having broken this af- 
ſembly, were not ſo unanimous in reſolving 
what ſtep to take next. The chief of them were 
moſt inclined to patch up ſome agreement with 
Mr. Richard Cromwel, if they could eſſect 4 
wi 
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with advantage to themſelves. In the mean 
time, they permitted the ordinary courſe of ju- 
ſtice to run in his name, whilſt they themſelves 
diſpoſed of the offices of the army at their plea- 
ſure z removing ſuch as had appeared active a- 

inſt them at the time of their general rendez- 
vous, and filling the vacancies: with their own 
creatures. They took Maj.-Gen. Lambert into 
their councils; and reſtored him, together with 
Col. Packer and Capt. Gladman, to their ſeyeral 
commands. Sir Charles Coote went poſt for Ire- 
land, to carry the news of this great alteration 
to Col. Henry Cromwel, and to conſult what 
might be done to continue their reign. Col. 
Henry Ingoldſby haſtened after him on the ſame 
account; and ſoon after their arrival, all poſ- 
ſible care was taken to maintain themſelves, 
To that end, Sir Charles Coote was ſent into 
Connaught, Lt-Col. Flower into Ulſter, the 
Lord Broghill into Munſter ; and the troops 


they moſt confided in, were ordered to march 


towards Dublin, This being done, a council 
of officers was called together by Col. Cromwel, 
and a propoſition made to them, that they would 
declare themſelves ready to ſtand by and defend 
Mr. Richard Cromwel ; which they declined to 
do at that time, deſiring to ſee what courſe 


would be taken by the army in England before 


they ſhould declare themſelves. In England 
there were not wanting ſome who endeavoured 
to ſupport this tottering government; but find- 
ing themſelves hopeleſs of ſucceſs in or about 
London, they reſolved to act their parts farther 
off. In order to this, they made choice of the 
north, principally by reaſon of the neighbour- 


hood of Scotland, where the forces were com- 
manded 
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manded by Col. George Monk, a perſon of an 
ambitious and covetous ' temper, of lovſe, or 
rather no principles, and of a vitious and ſcan- 
dalous converſation. The chief inſtruments 
made uſe of in this deſign, were the Lord Fal- 
conbridge and Col. Howard; who, though they 
had attended on Lt-Gen. Fleetwood before they 
began their journey, to aſſure him of their reſo- 
lations to acquieſce ; yet had both tampered with 
their regiments, in order to fit them to their 
purpoſes ; and alſo held a correſpondence with 
Col. Monk, who was not a little ſuſpected by 
the confederated officers of Wallingford-houſe. 
The Wallinpford-houſe party, who had thus 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the ſupreme power, were 
every day preſſed from all parts, and eſpecially 
from the city of London, to reſtore the long 
parliament, as the only means to ſatisfy the 
people, and to eſtabliſh an equal and juſt go- 
vernment amongſt us in the way. of a common- 
wealth. Neither were there wanting divers of- 
ficers of the army, who poſitively declared that 
would not reſt contented with any thing 

leſs. Beſides, the commonwealth-party had 
abſolutely refuſed to hearken to any propoſi- 
tions of accommodation with Mr, Richard Crom- 
wel; and great endeavours had been uſed by the 
fon of the late King, in conjunction with the 
Preſbyterians, to raiſe tumults and inſurrections 
in England. To which may be added, the great 
probability that appeared of a peace to be con- 
cluded ſpeedily between France and Spain, who 
would then be at leiſure to affiſt the common 
enemy. Theſe things being ſeriouſly conſider- 
ed by thoſe of Wallingford-houſe, and finding 
themſelves deſtitute of all other means to fopp'y 
e 


>" wa "YO = . —_— 


4 
e 
- 
$ 
t 
by 
0 
n 
8 
4 
e 


Memoir of  Eimund Lidlow, Eh 181 


the neceſſities of the army and navy; they were 


compelled at laſt to admit the debate of the re- 
ſtitution of the long parliament, amongſt other 
propoſitions that were under their conſideration. 
They alſo reſtored ſome officers to their com- 
mands, who had ſuffered: for their affections to 
the parliament; and amongꝑſt others, Col. Okey 
and Col. Saunders, who had been caſhiered by 
Oliver Crom wel on that account. The propo- 
ſition of reſtoring the parliament met with 

oppoſition from many of thoſe that had taſted 
the ſweetneſs of power and pfofit under the late 
uſur pation of the Cromwels, and who feared 4 
more equal diſtribution of things; and therefore 
they every where affirmed, that there was not 4 
ſufficient number of members left to make up a 
parliament. - Hereupon Dr. John Owen having 
deſired me to give him a liſt of their names, I 
delivered him one; wherein I had marked thoſe 
who had fat in the houſe ſince the year 1648, 
and were yet alive, amounting to the number 
of about 160, The Doctor having peruſed it, 
carried it to thoſe at Wallingford-houſe z who, 
for the reaſons before mentioned, appointed a 
committee of their aſſociates to treat with ſome 
members of that parliament, in order to a clear- 
ing of ſome particulars which ſeemed moſt con+ 


ſiderable to them, before they ſhould proceed to 


a ſinal determination in this great affair. The 
place of meeting was Sir Henry Vane's houſe at 
Charing- croſs. The perſons of and from the ar- 


my were, Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. John jones, 


Col. Kelſey, Col. Berry, &c. Thoſe of the par- 
liament were, Sir Henry Vane, Sir Arthur Halle- 
rig, Maj. Salloway, and myſelf. The things de- 
manded by thoſe of the army, were, 

Vou. II. Q 1. To 
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t. To be ſecured by an act of indemnity far 
what was paſt. 

2. That ſome proviſion of power might be 
made for Mr. Richard Cromwel, as well as for 
the payment of his debts, and future ſubſiſtence 
in a plentiful manner; they having promiſed: to 
take care of him in theſe particulars. 

That what ſhould ſtand-in need of _—_— 
tion both in the law and clergy, ſhould be re- 
formed and amended. - 

4. That the government of the nation ſhould 
be by a 2 of the people, and 2 a 
ſelect ſenate. | | 

For the firſt, it was thought reaſonable, that 
ſomething of that nature ſhould be done, as well 
to gratify thoſe who would contribute to our re- 
turn, as for our own future peace and quiet, 

Touching the ſecond propoſition, concerning 
a proviſion to be made for Mr. Richard Crom- 
wel, we ſaid, that though the ; parliament and 
nation had been greatly injured by the interru- 
ption they had received; yer, ſeeing thoſe who 
were at preſent in poſſeſſion of the power had 
engaged to make ſome. proviſion for him, we 
were contented, for ourſelves, that thoſe debts 
which he had contracted on the public account 
ſhould be paid, that ſo he might be enabled to 
ſubſiſt comfortably ; but that we could by no 
means conſent to continue any part of his late 
aſſumed power to him; neither could we believe 
that ſuch a propoſition would ever be hearkened 
to by the members of the parliament, if they 
ſhould come together. | 

The third propoſition was eaſily agreed to; all 
of us declaring, that we would uſe the utmoſt of 


our endeayours to rectify and reform whatſor 
i > ; Sf EVET 
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or ſtate. 

In the fourth propoſition we found a greater 
difficulty, not being all of the ſame opinion with 
reſpect to that part of it relating to the ſenate. 
Whereupon finding, that, out of a deſire to a- 
void any thing that might prove an obſtruction 
to the return of the parliament, or poſlibly 
from an inclination in ſome to the thing itſelf, 
there was an intention, by a general ſilence a- 
bout that matter, to give them hopes of our 
compliance. Therefore, that they might have no 
juſt occaſion to ſay hereafter, that we had dealt 
doubly with them, keeping fair in that particu» 
lar before our admiſſion, and after we were ad - 
mitted, declaring againſt it; I thought it my du- 
ty to let them know, that if, by a ſelect ſenate, 
they underſtood a laſting power, co- ordinate 
with the authority of the people's repreſentative, 
and not choſen by the people, I could not en- 
gage to promote the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
power ; apprehending, that it would prove a 
means to perpetuate our differences, and make 
it neceſſary to keep up a ſtanding force to ſup- 
port it. But if they propoſed to erect ſuch an 
authority only for a ſhort time, and in order to 
proceed with more vigour to an equal and juſt 
eſtabliſhment of the commonwealth, I preſumed 
it might be very uſeful, and that the people 
would' readily acquieſce when it ſhould be evi- 
dent that it was deſigned to no other end than 
to prevent them from deſtroying themſelves, and 
not to inflave them to any faction or party. Af- 
ter four or five hours debate concerning theſe 
particulars, we deſired them to conſider, / that 
whatloever had been ſaid by us in this confe- 
Ae Q 2 rence, 
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rence, ought only to be taken as proceeding 


from private men, and that we durſt not pre- 
fume to promiſe any thing on the part of the 
parliament. However, we encouraged them ta 
hope, that if we four joined in propoſing any 
thing in the houſe for the public 260d, we might 
probably bring it to effett. At the concluſion 
_ of our converſation, Maj.-Gen. Lambert aſſured 
us, that he would repreſent to the general coun- 
eil what had paſſed between us as fairly, and 
with as much advantage, as we could deſire. 
After three or four days, the ſame company met 
again at the ſame place; where thoſe that were 
employed by the council of officers, declared the 
reſolution of themſelves, and of thoſe they repre+ 
ſented, to be, That the parliament ſhould be re; 
ſtored; and thereupon preſſed us, that the mem; 
bers might meet with all poſſible expedition, bes 
ing perſuaded that delays in a matter of ſuch 
importance might hazard the ſucceſs of all. 
Therefore it was reſolved, that natice ſhould be 
given to ſuch members as were in town to meet 
on the Thurſday following, at Mr. Lenthal their 
Speaker's houſe; and that the officers of the ar- 


my ſhould come thither, and there acquaint ug 


with the deſires of the army. At the time ap- 
pointed, about ſixteen of us went to the Speaks 
er's houſe ; and having informed him of the 
cauſe of our coming, he began to make many 
trifling excuſes, pleading his age, ſickneſs, and 
inability to fit long. Soon after the committee 
from the general council came; and Maj.-Gen. 
Lambert, in the name of the reſt, acquainted 


the Speaker, That, in order to reconcile our dif. 


ferences, and to unite all thoſe that were well- 
affected ta the public, it was the deſire of the 
army, 
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army, that the parliament would return to the 
diſcharge'of their duty, according to the truſt re- 
poſed in them by the people of England; pro- 
miſing to ſtand by them, and ſerve them to the 
utmoſt of their power. The Speaker, who had 
been lately at court, where they had prevailed - 
with him to endeavour to render this deſign, 
which they feared above all things, ineffectual; 
and, on the other hand, being unwilling to loſe 
his late acquired peerage, renewed: his former 
excuſes; with this addition, That he was not ful- 
ly fatisfied that the death of the late King had 
not put an end to the parliament. To this it 
was anſwered, That, by a law made by an un- 
diſputed authority, the parliament could not be 
diſſolved without their own conſent, which had 
never yet been given. And therefore they de- 
ſired him, as he valued the peace and happineſs 
of the nation, to ſend his letters to ſach mem- 
bers as were about the town, requiring them to 
meet the next morning in the Lords houſe, in 
order to reſume their places in the honſe of 
Commons fo ſoon as they might make up a quo- 
rum. He replied, That he could by no means 
do as we deſired; having appointed a buſineſs of 
far greater importance to himſelf, which he 
would not omit on any account, becauſe it con- 
cerned the ſalvation of his own ſoul. We then 
preſſed him to inform us what it might be. To 
which he anſwered, That he was preparing him- 
ſelf to participate of the Lord's ſupper, which he 
reſolved to take on the next Lord's day. Upon 


| 

| this it was replied, That merey is more acceptable 

þ - to God than facrifice ; and that he could nor bet- 

ter prepare himſelf for the aforeſaid duty, 'than 4 
by contributing to the public good. But he rex | 
: | ſolving 1 
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ſolving to perform ſome part of his promiſe to 
Mr. Richard Cromwel, would not be perſuaded 
to ſend letters to the members, as it was deſired. 
So that we found ourſelves obliged to tell him, 
that the ſervice of the public had been too long 
obſtructed by the will of ſingle perſons; and 
that if he refuſed to iſſue out his letters to the 
members, we would cauſe it to be done by o- 
ther means: and thereupon gave orders to ſuch 
clerks as we then had there ready for that pur- 
poſe, to draw directions for the meſſengers who 
were to ſummon the members, and to divide the 
liſt amongſt them, in ſuch a manner as might 
beſt provide for the expedition of the buſineſs, 
In the morning about thirty members being 
come, and the number increaſing continually, 
the Speaker, who had appointed his ſpies to 
bring bim word whether we might probably 
make up a houſe or not, being informed that we 
wanted not above three or four, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſalvation of his ſoul, thought it time to 
come to us; and ſoon after the requiſite num- 
ber was completed. About twelve o'clock we 
went to take our places in the houſe ; Mr. Len- 
thal our Speaker leading the way, and the offi- 
cers of the army lining the rooms for us, as we 
paſſed through the Painted chamber, the court 
of requeſts, and the lobby itſelf, the principal 
officers having placed themſelves neareſt to the 
door of the parliament-hovſe ; every one ſeems» 
ing to rejoice at our reſtitution, and promiſing 
to live and die with us. The ſame day, the 
houſe appointed a committee of ſafety, with au- 
thority to ſeize and ſecure ſuch as might juſtly 
be ſuſpected of any deſign to diſturb the public 
peace, and allo to remove ſuch officers of the 
S e army 
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army as they ſhould think fit, and to fill their 
places with others, till the parliament ſhould 
take farther order therein. The perſons conſti- 
tuted to be of that committee were, Sir Henry 
Vane, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
Col. Sydenham, Maj. Salloway, Col: John Jones, 
and myſelf. - Theſe were of the houſe; and to 
them were joined from without Maj.-Gen. Lam- 
bert, Col. Deſborough, and Col. Berry. The 
time appointed for the duration of their power 
was, if I miſtake not, eight days; by which 
time it was ſuppoſed the houſe would be able to 
conſtitute a council of ſtate, to take care of afs 
fairs of that nature. The parliament referred 
to the committee to give notice to foreign am- 
baſſadors reſiding in England, and to the mini- 
ſters of this nation employed in foreign parts, 
of their return to the exerciſe of their autho- 
rity. They likewiſe directed them to inform 
themſelves what alliances England had abroad, 
and to report the ſtate of that affair to the houſe. 
They impowered them alſo to make inquiry in- 
to the miſcarriagas of officers during the late 
confuſions, to remove ſuch as they found guil - 
ty, to put others in their places; and then to lay 
the whole matter before the parliament for their 
approbation. To the members of the houſe 
who were of the committee, they added Mr. 
Scot; and then ordered them to take a view of 
all the civil officers of the nation, authoriſing 
them to diſplace thoſe that ſhould be found un- 
fit to ſerve, and to place others in the room of 
them; and to report what they had done to the 
houſe. Writs, and all proceedings at law, were 
directed to run as formerly, in the name of the 
Keepers of. the liberties of England. And 5 

Bo, 4 
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the Judges who were members of the houſe 
might, by their influence there, prevent the in- 
tended reformation of the law, it was reſolved; 
that no member of parliament ſhould be a judge 
in any court. Information being given to the 
committee, that Col. Norton, Governor of Port 
mouth, had let fall ſome expreſſions of diſcons 
tent, they knowing the place to be of great im · 
portance, ſent down Col. Whetham, who for- 
merly had been Governor thereof, to take poſs 
ſeſſion of the government of it. At which though 
the Colonel was much diſturbed, yet in a letter 
to me, written by him ſoon after, he aſſured me 
he ſhould be very well ſatisfied, if we would 
proceed to the ſettlement of an equal common- 
wealth. A committee for the ſea-affairs was alſo 
appointed by the parliament; who being in- 
formed of the diſaffection of ſome that managed 
the buſineſs of the admiralty to the preſent go+ 
. vernment, the houſe was earneſtly preſſed to 
paſs a vote for excluding them from that employ» 
ment: but at laſt they were prevailed with to 
refer it to the committee which they had alrea 
appointed for nominating officers, to p 
ſome for that charge. The committee having 
reſolved to acquaint the perſons they defigned 
to propoſe to the parliament, with their inten- 
tions before-hand, demanded of Cot. Kelſey if 
he would accept of it, and eaſily obtained his 
conſent ; though they told him they could not 
promiſe him any other falary than what he ſhould 
merit by a diligent performance of the duties of 
the place. The fame propoſition being made 
to Col. Clarke, he told them, he would conſider 
well before he would engage ſo far with the pre- 
ſent authority. This carriage of the Colon rv” 
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cauſed me to ſuſpect that the army had ſtill ſome 
deſign on foot, more than appeared openly.z_ 
and I was the rather induced to this ſuſpicion bx 
his relation to Thurloe the late Secretary, and 
his familiarity with Col, Deſborough; eſpecial- 
ly conſidering that the way was ſtill, open to 
reconcile themſelves to Mr, Richard Cromwel, 
who yet remained at Whitehall, without ma- 
king any preparations for his removal. The 
officers alſo, under colour of inquiring into 
the miſcarriages of the late governments, and 
modelling the affairs of the army, had frequent 
meetings; wherein greater care was taken to 
maintain their own faction, than to provide for 
the public ſervice. It was very evident by the 
liſts of -officers preſented by them to the com- 
mittee, that the Wallingford-houſe party was 
not ſo averſe to the creatures of Mr. Richard 
Cromwel, as they were to-thaſe Who had been 
ſufferers on the account of the commonwealth ; 
ſo that Maj.-Gen. Qvertan, Cal, Rich, Col. 
Alured, and Capt. Bremen, were not without 
great difficulty received into the ſervice. The 
regiment of horſe that had been commanded by 
Col. Howard, was given to Sir Arthur Haſlerig; 
And a day or two after it was propoſed, that I 
ſhould be Colonel of that which had been com- 
manded by Col. Gough, Sir Henry Vane and 
Maj. Salloway earneſtly preſſing me to accept of 
it. But being unwilling to intermeddle with 
any employment of advantage under the par · 
liament, that I might give my voice in the houſe 
with more freedom and impartiality, I deſired 
to be excuſed. Having taken this reſalution, 
Sir Arthur Haſlerig came to me, and told me, 
that unleſs I did accept it, he would quit the 
| regiment 


enabled to do ſome good, and 
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regiment he commanded ; which he proteſted 
to have taken, not with a deſign to make any 
advantage of it, being reſolved not to receive 
any pay ; but only to have a right to be preſent 
at the: councils of war, 3 he might be 

poſſibly to pre- 
vent more miſchief. Having weighed theſe 
things, and conſidered that our greateſt danger 
was likely to ariſe from the army, the principal 
officers of which had been debauched from their 
duty by Oliver Cromwel, and had learned their 
own ſtrength when they obſtructed his deſign to 
be King ; that they had placed his ſon in the 
fame power after his death, and pulled him 
down again upon their diſlike of his government; 
I conſented to undertake the command of the 
regiment that was offered to me. The parlia- 
ment having many important affairs under 
their conſideration, were not yet at leiſure to 
conſtitute a council of ſtate ; and therefore con- 
tinued the powers granted to the committee of 
ſafety for a longer time; and declared their in. 
tentions to be, that the nation ſhould be governed 
in the way of a commonwealth, without a King; 
ſingle perſon, or houſe of Lords. They alſo 
ordered, that Whitehall ſhould be cleared with 


all convenient ſpeed for the uſe of the public; 


that care ſhould be taken of the goods and furs 


niture belonging to it; and that the committee 


ſhould take care that Mr. Richard Cromwel 
might have notice of theſe their reſolutions. In 
the mean time the parliament took into their 
conſideration what powers and inſtructions were 
requiſite for the council of ſtate; and voted 
their number to conſiſt of thirty one, whereof 
twenty one to be of the parliament, and ten — 
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be of ſuch perſons as were not members of the 
houſe. And the better to ſhew the conſideration 
the parliament had for. ſome eminent perſons, . | 
who were not of their body, and principally 
for the officers of the army, it was firſt agreed, 
that the Lord Preſident Bradſhaw, the Lord 
Fairfax, Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. Deſborough, 
Col. Berry, Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, and 
Sir Horatio Townſend, ſhould be members of 
the council. The next morning the parliament. 
proceeded to the election of twenty one of their 
members to be of the council of ſtate, according 
to their former reſolution ; and choſe Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig, Sir Henry Vane, Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
Maj. Salloway, Col. Morley, Mr. Thomas Cha- 
loner, Col. Algernon Sidney, Mr. Henry Nevil, 
Col. Walton, Col. Dixwell, Mr. Wallop, Chief 
Juſtice St. John's, Mr. Thomas Scot, Col. Thom- 
ſon, Mr. Robert Reynolds, Col. Sydenham, Col. 
John Jones, the Lord Commiſſioner Whitlock, 
Sir James Harrington, Col. Downes, and my- 
ſelf. Then, to complete the number of ten, 
who were to' conſiſt of perſons that were not 
members, they choſe the Lord Wariſton, Sir 
Robert Honeywood, and Mr. Joſias Berners. 
The officers of the army were not at all pleaſed 
with this election, perceiving they ſhould not be 
permitted to act arbitrarily, as they deſired, and 
therefore ſeldom came to the council; and when 
they condeſcended to come, carried themſelves 
with all imaginable perverſeneſs and inſolence. 
They ſcrupled to take the oath ** to be true and 
faithful to the commonwealth, in oppoſition 
© to Charles Stuart, or any ſingle perſon,” 
which the parliament had appointed to be taken 
by every member of the council before he oo 
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-His place. And becauſe they were aſhamed to 
dn themſelves difſatisfied with the ſubſtance of 
the oath, they pretended to be unwilling to take 
any; yet profeſſing a readineſs to promiſe as 
much as the oath. required. This diſtinction 
ſcemed very nice to moſt of us. But that there 


might be no difference about ceremonies, the 
parliament was prevailed with to grant liberty 
do the council to alter the engagement into ſuch 
u form as might give them ſatisfaction. Not. 
withſtanding all which condeſcenſion, they were 
hardly perſuaded to take it; and when they had 
done it, they ſeldom came to diſcharge their du- 
ty at the board. Things being in this poſture, 
the enemies to the government thought it a pro- 
per time to attempt ſomething before a good a- 
greement might be made between the parlia- 
ment and the army. In order to which, great 
numbers of arms were bought up by them in 
London; whereof notice was given to a com- 
mittee of the council of ſtate. A cheſt filled with 
arms was ſent to the houſe of one Mr. Overbu- 
ry of Glouceſterſhire; of which he gave notice 
to Capt. Crofts, who commanded the county- 
troop; and the Captain having cauſed the trunk 
to be opened, found in it ten caſe of common 
piſtols, one fine pair with the name of one Har- 
man Barns the maker upon them, together with 
a compleat ſuit of armour. The committee of 
the council of ſtate ſent for the ſaid Harman 
Barns; and upon examination found him to 
have been gunſmith to Prince Rupert; and fo 
confuſed in his anſwers, that we thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure him and his arms, amounting 
to the number of 200 carabines, and as many 
Pair of pittols ready fixed, beſides a great num 
unfixed ; 


Err 


ee 


7 


SFr ar rn 7 


Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eq, 193 


unfixed; though he had affirmed to us, that he 
had no more than thirty pair of piſtols in his 


| houſe. The cavalier-party having boaſted to di- 


vers perſons, that Mr. Howe of Glouceſterſhire 
had given to thera aſſurances of his ſervice ; the 
committee ſent for him to appear before them; 
which he did; and in his examination. acknow- 
ledged, that he had a certain number of arms in 
his houſe, which he had-purchaſed at the time 
of the late diſpute between Richard's and the 
commonwealth party, that he might be ready to 
ſerve the public an that occaſion, if there had 
been any neceſſity; and had given aſſurance to 
Sir Arthur Haſlerig and me of the ſame good in- 
tentions. Hereupon, though I could not but 
juſtify the committee in ſending for him, on ac- 
count of the informations we had received ; yet 
I thought myſelf obliged to do him juſtice ; and 
accordingly informed the commit:*e, that, on 
the day of the diſſolution of Richard's conven- 
tion, Mr. Howe came to me in Weſtminſter- 
hall, and aſſured me of his affection to the com- 
monwealth, and that whenſoever I ſhould ſigni- 
fy to him that there was occaſion for his ſervice, 
he would be ready to hazard both life and eſtate 
in the defence of it. The council being fatisfied 
with this teſtimony, gave preſent orders for his 


diſcharge. In the mean time, the 'Wallingford- 


houſe party not forgetting their deſign, drew an 
addreſs to the parliament, and preſented it by 
the hands of the chief officers of the army, that 


ſo it might either have a greater influence upon 
the houſe, or, if it prevailed not there, that it 
might be a means to unite them all againſt the 

parliament. The principal heads of the addrels 


were, that thoſe who had acted under the late 
Vor. II. R power, 
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power, might be indemnified by an act of par- 
liament ; that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood might be ap- 
pointed Commander in chief of the army; that 
the debts of the Protector might be ſatisfied, and 
that he might have 10,000 1, by year added to 
his revenue; that the government of the nation 
might conſiſt of a repreſentative of the people, 
and of a ſelect ſenate; that care might be taken 
for the payment of the army; and that liberty 
of conſcience might be ſecured to all ſuch who 
profeſſed faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and were not ſcan- 
dalous in their converſation. The parliament 
gave them for anſwer, That they would take 
their deſires into their ſpeedy conſideration, and 
give them ſatisfaction therein as far as ſhould be 
poſſible. And that for the future no man might 
have an opportunity to pack an army to ſerve. 
his ambition, as had formerly been practiſed, a 
bill was prepared and brought in, conſtitu- 
ting the {even perſons following, viz. Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Maj. -Gen. 
Lambert, Col. Deſborough, Col. Berry, Sir 
Henry Vane, and myſelf, to be commiſſioners 
for the nomination of officers to be preſent- 
ed to the conſideration and approbation of the 
parliament. Another bill was brought in, to 
conſtitute Lt-Gen. Fleetwood Commander in 
chief; and it was reſolved, that his commiſſion 
ſhould continue during the preſent ſeſſion, or 
till the parliament ſhould take farther order there- 
in; and inſtead of authoriſing the Lieutenant- 
General to grant commiſſions to ſuch officers as 
ſhould be appointed by the parliament, it was or- 
dered, that the ſaid commiſſions ſhould be ſub- 
ſcribed by the Speaker, and received from his 


hands; by which it was endeavoured to wy 
19 the 
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the military ſword under the power of the civil 
authority, as it ought to be in a free nation. But 
obſerving that theſe things were greatly diſliked 
by the officers, and knowing how much it im- 
ported the very being of our cauſe to maintain a 
good Correſpondence between the parliament 
and army, I earneſtly preſſed the houſe not to 
inſiſt upon the reſtrictions before mentioned, e- 
ſpecially conſidering that they conſiſted rather in 
form than ſubſtance : for tho? the time of a com- 
miſſion be not exprelsly limited, yet it can laſt 
no longer than during the pleaſure of thoſe that 
give it; and if it ſhould happen to be uſed to the 
deſtruction of thoſe from whom it was received, 
it actually puts a period to itſelf, Neither could 
it be thought very material, whether a commiſ- 
ſion was ſigned by one perſon or another, ſo long 
as it was derived from the fame authority. Sir 
Henry Vane and Maj, Salloway were of the ſame 
opinion. But Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Col. Sidney, 
Mr, Nevil, and the majority of the houſe, car- 
ried it for the ſaid limitations and reſtrictions. 
And many of the houſe began to entertain a 
hard opinion of me on the account of this mo- 
deration, as if I had eſpouſed the intereſt of the 
army againſt the parliament. The two acts be- 
ing paſſed, it was ordered that notice of them 
ſhould be given to the army; and that the houſe 
expected, that the Commander in chief, with 
the reſt of the officers approved by the parlia- 
ment, ſhould take their commiſhons from the 
hands of the Speaker as he fat in the chair. 
Hereupon a council of officers being ſummoned 
to Col. Deſborough's houſe to conſult about this 
affair, Sir Arthur Haſlerig deſired me not to fail 
to meet him there. The council being met, di- 
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vers officers, and eſpecially thoſe of the. firſt 
rank, openly manifeſted their diſcontent againſt 
the clauſes before mentioned; Maj.-Gen. Lam - 
bert ſaying, that they implied a diffidenee of the 
army, and that they had no aſſurance that the 
parliament would continue them in their em- 
ploy ments; which, he ſaid, was contrary to the 


promiſes made to them before the reſtitution of 


the parliament. It was anſwered, That no pri- 
vate perſons either could, or had promiſed more 
than to uſe their endeavours in the houſe to pro- 
cure certain things to be done; and that what- 
ſoever had been fo promiſed by any of us, had 
been fully effected by the parliament : for they 
had continued the commands of the army im 
ſuch hands as had been agreed on; neither was 
there any colour for them to ſuſpect any inten- 
tion to alter the ſame. They were told, that 
the pat ſiament could not juſtly be blamed, if 
they endeavoured. to preſerve their authority; 
which. had been fo eminently violated of late; 
that it was our duty to judge favourably of the 
actions of the parliament; and eſpecially ſince 
had given. fuch evident demonſtration ta 

the world that they deſigned not to perpetuate 
their authority, by a late vote that had 
with the two acts complained. of, That the 
« parliament: ſhould be diſſolved in the month 
«© of May next enſuing; whereby they had en- 
gaged themſelves, as they tendered their own 
preſervation, to make a ſpeedy provifion for the 
ſettlement of the government, and the ſecurity 
of the common cauſe, in which the officers of 
the army were as much concerned as any per- 
ſons whatfoever. We deſired them to confer 
well of how great importance it was to the yo 
ple 
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ple of England, to preſerve a good correſpond- 
ence between the parliament and the army at 
this time, when the common enemy had no 
hopes left but-in our diviſions; that they would 
not gratify their enemies, nor diſcourage their 
friends, by entertaining groundleſs ſuſpicions 
and jealouſies of thoſe whoſe intereſt was the 
ſame with theirs. But, notwithſtanding all that 
could be ſaid, the diſſatisfaction of the chief of- 
ficers, who had another game to play, ſtill re- 
mained; and their confidence to carry all before 
them was fo great, that Col, Deſborough openly 
ſaid, that he accounted the commiſſion he had 
already, to be as good as any the parliament 
could give, and that he would not take another. 
Yet for all this ruffling inſolence of the chief of- 
ficers of the army, who thought they could have 
influenced all the reſt, Col. Hacker, with the of- 
ficers of his regiment, came the next morning, 
by the perſuaſions of Sir Arthur Haſlerig, to the 
parliament-houſe, and received their commiſſi- 
ons from the Speaker according to the directions 
of the act. The next day I was attended by the 
officers of my regiment, 'and we all together re- 
ceived our commiſſions in the ſame-manner. 
The ice being thus broke by Col. Hacker and 
me, the reſt of the officers began to. conſider 


better of the matter; and divers of them grow- . 


ing more moderate, came alſo, and took out 
their commiſſions. Lt-Gen. Fleetwood received 
three commiſſions ; whereof one was for a regi- 
ment of horſe, another- for a regiment of foor, 
and the third appointing him to be Commander 
in chief, with the limitations above mentioned, 
and a clauſe requiring him to obey ſuch orders 
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as he ſhould receive from the parliament, or the 
council of ſtate. 
Mr. Richard Cromwel not removing from 
Whitehall, though he received a meſlage to 
that end, Sir Henry Vane, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, 
Mr. Scot, and I, according to the command we 
had from the parliament, attended him there; 
and received for anſwer, that he would do it 
with all convenient ſpeed. But the parliament 
being impatient of his delays, ſent the Chief Ju- 
ſtice St. John's, and another perſon, to require 
him to give them a poſitive anſwer touching his 
removal; which he did to their ſatisfaction; de- 
claring his acquieſcence in the providence of 
God, and his reſolution, not only to ſubmit to 
the authority of the parliament, but alſo to uſe 
the beſt of his endeavours to perſuade all thoſe 
in whom he had any intereſt to do ſo likewiſe. 
The parliament having received his anſwer, or- 
dered 20,000 I. to be preſently paid him to en- 
able him to remove, and paſſed a reſolution to 
pay thoſe debts which it was ſaid he had con- 
tracted on the public account. 
The army in Ireland being informed that the 
parliament was returned to the exerciſe of their 
authority, ſent over commiſſioners to them, to 
propoſe divers things relating as well to the civil 
as military government of that nation. The 
council of ſtate having heard their propoſitions, 
prepared ſuch of them as they thought reaſon- 
able for the conſideration of the parliament; in 
particular, thoſe concerning the eſtabliſhment 
of the army in the poſſeſſion of thoſe lands 
which had been affigned them in payment of 
their arrears ; as alſo to confirm the adventurers 
and others in the poſſeſſion of theirs, as far as 
| might 
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might conſiſt with the rules of juſtice. Then the 
parliament proceeded to put the adminiſtration 
of affairs there into ſuch hands as they could 
beſt confide in; declaring the government ſhould 
be again managed by commiſſioners, as it had 
been formerly. And having nominated the per- 
ſons to ſerve in that employment, they ordered 
the council of ſtate to up inſtructions for 
them, and to them to the houſe, toge- 
ther with whatſoever elſe they would think ne- 
ceſſary to be done there. They reſolved, that 
Col. Henry Cromwel ſhould be required to come 
over to give an account of the ſtate: of things in 
Ireland; and impowered the commiſſioners, or 
any two of them, to take care of the ſafety'of 
that nation till farther order. 

The committee of ſafety: having diſpatched a 
meſſenger to our fleet in the Sound before the 
election of the council of ſtate, to acquaint them 
with: the reſtitution» of the parliament; the of- 
ficers of the ſeveral ſhips aſſembled, and ſent an 
acknowledgment of their authority, with all poſe 
fible demonſtrations of fatisfaftion. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, being highly ſenſible: of how 
great importance the ſea - affairs are to» this na» 
tion, we ordered fix frigats to be equipped with 
all diligence, and gave the command of them to 
Lawſon, making him at the ſame time Vice- 
Admiral of the fleet. And this we did; as well 
to prevent an invaſion from Flanders, with 
which the cavalier-party threatened us, as to ba- 
lance the power of Montague's party, who we 
knew was no friend to the commonwealth. We 
treated alſo with Mynheer Nieuport, Ambaſla- 
dor from the States of Holland, that a good cor- 
reſpondence might be maintained between the 
| rwo 
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two commonwealths; and that an accord might 
be made between the two Kings of Denmark 
and Sweden, who were then enemies, by the 
inter poſition of the two ſtates, who agreeing up- 
on equitable terms, might be able to impoſe 
them on the refuſer. And this we were in hopes 
to accompliſh, the rather becauſe neither the 
Dutch nor we pretended to any more than a 
freedom of paſling and repaſſing the Sound; 
which could not well be, if the command of it 
were in the hands of either of thoſe princes, 
The Dutch Ambaſſador ſeemed very deſirous to 
finiſh the treaty ; but by ſeveral demands which 
he made in the behalf of their merchants, de- 
layed it ſo long, that our Agent in Holland had 
already concluded an agreement with the States; 
whereby the two commonwealths became en- 
gaged to compel that King that ſhould refuſe 
to accept of the conditions which they thought 
Juſt and reaſonable. In order to put this reſo- 
Jution in execution, the States of Holland ap- 
pointed their plenipotentiaries, and we on our 
part, did the ſame, ſending thither Col. Alger- 
non Sidney, Sir Robert Honeywood, and one 
Mr. Boon a merchant, to that end. The par- 
liament having taken ſome meaſure of care of 
foreign. affairs, began to make proviſion for the 
better execution of juſtice in England; and eſta- 
bliſhed judges in the Upper Bench, Common 
Pleas, and Exchequer ; but deſigning the refor- 
mation of the practice of the law, they for the 


preſent nominated no more than were ſufficient 


to make a quorum in each court. The Lord 
Preſident Bradſhaw, Serjeant Fountain, and Ser- 
jeant Tyrroll, were made commiſſioners of the 


broad ſeal. And that the Juſtices of the Peace 
throughout 
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throughout England might be fitly qualified for 
that employment, the houſe referred to the 
committee of nominations: for civil offices, the 
conſideration of that marter. But finding this 
work to be full of difficalty, and attended with 
much envy, the parliament ordered the mem- 
bers for each county to agree on a liſt of ſuck 
perſons as they ſhould think moſt proper for that 
office, and to ſet their hands to each liſt. And 
in caſe of any difference of opinion, the houſe, 
upon hearing both parties, determined the mat- 
ter. Col. Zanchey, Col. Lawrence, Mr, Audi- 
tor Roberts, and Maj. Wallis, by the advice of 
Lt-Gen. Fleetweed, drew up à lift of officers for 
the army in Ireland, and preſented it to the 
committee of nominations; and to make 
it their requeſt, that I might be appointed Com- 
mander in chief of thoſe: forces; whether from 
an opinion that I ſhould! thereby be rendered 
lefs able to oppoſe their defigns, than by conti- 
nuing my attendance in t; or that 
none of their grandees could be fpared from their 
cabals at Walli -houſe, is uncertain, But 
true it is, that no man was leſs deſirous than 
myſelf, that I ſhould have that command; well 
knowing the enxy and difhculties that 
nied it, and having ample experience how much 
eaſier it was ro undertake yments, 
than duly to perform the functions of therm. 
Yet finding the officers of Ireland, the com- 
mittee of nominations, the council of ſtate, and 
the parliament, all concurring to defign me for 
that poſt, I thought myſelf obliged in * 
accept it; though I was refolved not to i 
myſelf to be baniſhed thither, as I had been 
formerly by Oliver Cromwel 5 but to return to 
England 
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England as ſoon as I ſhould have done what 
might be neceſſary for the ſecurity of that coun- 
try, to contribute my endeavours towards the 
ſettlement of a juſt and equitable conſtitution of 
government at home, and to prevent thoſe miſ- 
chiefs which I perceived the wk 1s of the army 
to be bringing upon us. Having opened myſelf 
freely concerning theſe particulars to Sir Henry 
Vane, it was obtained, that the parliament af- 
ter they had voted me to be Corumander in 
chief of the forces in Ireland, paſſed likewiſe an 
order, That when I had put the affairs of that 
country into a poſture of ſecurity, I ſhould have 
liberty to return to England. It was my deſign 
at the next fitting of the committee of nomina- 
tions, to move them to propoſe that Sir Henry 
Vane might ſucceed me as Colonel of that regi- 
ment which the parliament had intruſted me 
with, that he might thereby be enabled to diſ- 
cover and prevent the ill deſigns of the army, 
But the Preſbyterian: party in the houſe, imme- 
diately after the parliament had appointed me 
for the ſervice of Ireland, moved, that Col. Her- 
bert Morley might be made Colonel of my regi- 
ment, and carried it. Divers officers who had 
faithfully ſerved the commonwealth, and a- 
mongſt them Col. Rich, were reſtored to their 
commands, though not without difficulty. And 
that Maj.-Gen. Lambert might be altogether in- 
excuſable, if he ſhould act againſt the parliament, 
they granted him a regiment of horſe, and one of 
foot. Then they gave order for railing a troop 
of horſe for their own guard, and gave the com- 
mand of it to Col. Alured, who had been a great 
ſufferer on the account of the commonwealth, 
and very active for the reſtitution of the parlia- 

ment. 
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ment. The troop conſiſted of about 130 choſen 
men, nominated by the committee, and appro- 
ved by the houſe, Col. Alured ſcrupled to ac- 
cept it; thinking it not equivalent to a regiment 
of horſe which he had commanded, though the 
pay was appointed to be the ſame. Being in this 
diſpoſition, hecame to me; and, having propoſed 
his doubts, I took the liberty to inform him, as 
well as I could, of the honour and uſefulneſs of 
that employment; and having aſſured him, that 
if it were offered to me, the circumſtances of my 
affairs permitting, I would prefer it before any 
other command, he was contented to accept it. 
Our treaſury was ſo low, through the maladmi- 
niſtration of the late governments, that though 
our plenipotentiaries to the two northern crowns 
had received their inſtructions, yet they were 
obliged to ſtay a fortnight longer before they 
could receive the ſum of 20001. which had been 
ordered for the expences of their voyage ; the 
taxes coming in but lowly, and the city of Lon- 
don terrified with the reports of an expected in- 
ſurrection, being very backward in advancing 
money. Yet conſidering the great importance 
of the town of Dunkirk to the trade and naviga- 
tion of England, the parliament took the firſt ' 
occaſion they could to ſend one month's pay for 
the garriſon there, to Col. Lockhart, Governor 
of that place; with inſtruftions to go on with 


. the fortifications, and to have a vigilant eye as 


well upon the French as the Spaniard. They 
ordered him to draw the regiments that had 
been lent to the King of France as near to 
the town as he could, being under ſome fears 
that they might be either detained by the French, 
or obſtructed in their return by the 1 
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forces. And having received information, that 
the treaty between thoſe two nations went pro- 
ſperouſly on, they gave him commiſſion, when 
he had provided for the ſecurity of Dunkirk, to 
go to the French court, as agent from the par- 
liament; and, if he found encouragement from 
Card. Mazarine, to take upon him the title and 
character of ambaſſador, and then to repair to 
the place where the treaty was carrying on be- 
- Tween the two crowns. Col. Lockhart, accor- 
ding to his inſtructions, having put all things 
into a good condition at Dunkirk, and drawn 
the Engliſh regiments out of the French quar- 
ters, departed for Paris; and, being arrived, was 
very well received by the Cardinal ; and from 
thence went to St. John de Luz, which was the 
ace of the treaty. In the mean time, the par- 
iament being very deſirous to reſtore the trade 
with Spain to this nation, and being informed 
from Flanders, that the Spaniſh miniſters were 
willing to come to an accommodation with us, 
cauſed divers ſubjects of Spain, whom Cromwel 
had made priſoners, to be releaſed ; and would 
not ſuffer any act of hoſtility to be uſed againſt 
thoſe of that nation. 

The act of indemnity had been read twice, 
and the houſe was as deſirous to diſpatch it as 
their affairs would permit; yet the neceſſary time 
Jpeat in the debate and conſideration of it, was 
made great uſe of to incenſe the army againſt 
the parliament. Divers warm motions were 
made for excepting ſome perſons from the'be- 
nefit of it, who had gotten great eſtates by their 
compliance with the uſurpation of Oliver Crom- 
wel, and abetting the advancement of his ſaon; 
and alſo to except thoſe who had ſold * 
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and received money for them. But the Chief 
Juſtice St. John's had ſuch an influence upon the 
houſe, that he procured a clauſe to be inſerted 
in the bill, to indemnify him for ſuch offices as 
he had ſold in Cromwel's time: which partiality 
I appeared againſt fo earneſtly, that I made him 
thereby my declared enemy; though I never had 
expected any fincere friendſhip from him, be- 
cauſe he knew me to be zealous for the regula- 
tion of the practice of the law, and himſelf an 
obſtructer of all endeavours to that end. The 
two commiſſions of Maj.-Gen. Lambert being 
prepared, and ſigned by the Speaker, he attend- 
ed at the door of the houſe in order to receive 
them; and being admitted, he was informed by 
the Speaker, that the parliament, having a good 
opinion of his abilities and fidelity, had intruſt- 
ed him with the command of one regiment of 
horſe and one of foot; for which he then, by 
their order, delivered the commiſſions to him. 
The Major-General anſwered, That as his own 
inclination and intereſt led him to promote the 
ſervice of the parliament, ſo the obligation they 
laid on him by fo great a truſt, ſhould doubly 
excite him to fidelity and obedience to their 
commands. And I hope he then intended what 
he promiſed, though he afterwards proved an 
inſtrument of much diforder and confuſion a- 
mongſt us. Mr. Henry Nevil, a perſon of ſin- 
gular affection to the commonwealth, moved 
the houſe, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood might be 
made Ranger of St. James's park; and this he 
did, that no occaſion obliging the army might 
be omitted; which motion was readily conſent- 
ed to by the parliament. And indeed the Lieu- 
tenant-General, had he not been too much in- 
Vol. II. 8 fluenced 
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fluenced by his wife's relations, who : pretends 
ing that he had injured his brother-in-law, by 
contributing to lay him aſide, continually. pref 
fed him to irregular proceedings, in order to 
make him ſome ſatisfaction, might have proved 
a perſon as fit to command the forces in chief, 
as the parliament could have choſen : Though 
J am not able to ſee how he could have ſerved 
him better, unleſs peradventure, by not con- 
ſenting to his advancement to the protectorſhip, 
than to procure him to be removed with ſo little 
detriment to himſelf, and reflexion on his fami- 
ly ; conſidering how great a truſt his father had 
betrayed, what diſhonour he had brought on the 
nation, what hardſhips he had put upon man' 
good men, to the hazard of that juſt ca 
which had coſt ſo much blood and treaſure of 
the people. if as 
At this time, the opinions of men were much 
divided concerning a form of government to be 
eſtabliſhed among us, The great officers of the 
army, as I ſaid before, were for a ſele& ſtanding 
ſenate to be joined to the repreſentative of the 
people. Others laboured to have the ſupreme 
authority to conſiſt of an aſſembly choſen by the 
people, and a council of ſtate choſen by that aſ- 
ſembly to be veſted with the executive power, 
and accountable to that which ſhould next ſuc- 
ceed; at which time the power of the {aid coun- 
eil ſhould determine. Some were deſirous to 
have- a repreſentative of the people conftantly 
ſitting, but changed by a perpetual rotation, 
Others propoſed, that there might be joined to 
the popular aſſembly, a ſelect number of men 
in the nature of the Lacedzmonian Ephori, who 
ſhould have a negative in things wherein the 
Bl | - _ ellentials 
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eſſentials of the government ſhould be concern» 
ed; ſuch as, the excluſion of a ſingle perſon, 
touching liberty of conſcience, alteration of the 
conſtitution, and other things of the laſt import - 
ance to the ſtate. Some were of opinion, that 
it would be moſt conducing to the public hap- 
pineſs, if there might be two councils choſen by 
the people; the one to conſiſt of about 300, 
and to have the power only of debating and 
propoſing laws; the other to be in number a- 
bout 1000, and to have the power finally to re- 
ſolve and determine ; every year a _ part of 
each council to go out, and others to be choſen 
in their places. For my own part, if I may be 
permitted to declare my opinion, I could wil- 
lingly have approved either of the two latter pro- 
poſitions; preſuming them to be moſt likely to 
preſerve our juſt liberties, and to . us a 
happy le. 
Soren — of the council of fate pro- 
poſed at the board, that the parliament ſhould 
be moved to appoint twenty of their own num- 
ber, and ten of the principal officers of the ar- 
my, to conſider of a form of government, to be 
reported to the parliament; and if they ſhould 
approve it, that then the whole army ſtiould» be 
drawn oat, and declare their conſent to it. 
Which propoſition, though it ſeemed then to 
find a general approbation, yet proved abortive; 
and the parliament themſelves paſſed a reſolu- 
tion, that on every Wedneſday the houſe ſhould 
go into a grand committee to conſider of that 
matter. 

In the act of indemnity a clauſe had been in- 


ſerted, to reſtrain the favour of the parliament, 


in regard of. thoſe who, under the uſurpation, 
had received exorbitant and double ſalaries; to 
8 2 the 
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the great diſcontent of divers conſiderable: per. 
ſons, who feared they might be concerned in it; 
In particular, Maj. Gen. Lambert meeting me 
the next morning after the act was paſſed, moſt 
bitterly exclaimed againſt it; ſaying, amongſt 
other things, that though there was no 
given by the act to indemnify them for what 
they had done, yet the ' parliament had taken 
care to make them liable to be queſtioned for 
whatſoever they had received. To which I an- 
ſwered, That, in my opinion, all the ſoldiers 
were indemnified for what they had received; 
and that if the parliament ſhould ever make uſe 
of that clauſe, it would only be againſt thoſe 
who had enriched themſelves by the ruin of the 
commonwealth, and had oppoſed the return of 
the parliament to the exerciſe of their authority; 
that I perſuaded myſelf he could not think that 
ſuch a ſort of men deſerved the favour and con- 
fideration of the parliament equally with thoſe 
who had contributed towards their reſtitution. 
Having ſaid this, Sir Arthur Haſlerig joined'us; 
and the converſation continuing on the ſame 
ſubject, Sir Arthur affirmed, that the act was as 
full and comprehenſive as could juſtly be deſi 
red. But the Major-General ſaid, that it ſigni- 
fied nothing, and that it left them ſtill at mercy. 
« You are, ſaid Sir Arthur, only at the mercy 
of the parliament, who are your good friends.” 
© I know not, ſaid Lambert, why they ſhould 
not be put at our mercy as well as we at theirs.” 
Theſe words, as they ſounded very harſh to my 
ears, ſo they did confirm me in the ſuſpicion I 
had of the deſign that was then on foot. And 
though Sir Arthur. Haſlerig contented himſelf 
only to ſhake his head, becauſe divers officers 
| were 
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were there preſent; yet meeting me the next 
morning in the Speaker's chamber, he told me, 
that if the two regiments had not been already 
given to Maj.-Gen. Lambert, he ſhould never 
have them with his conſent. « 

The order requiring Col. Cromwel to come 
over from Ireland, and to give an account of af- 
fairs there, being ſignified to him, he retired to 
a houſe called the Phenix, belonging to the 
chief Governor of Ireland, leaving Col. Tho- 
mas Long in the caſtle of Dublin; whether 
with an intention of keeping it, I am not aſſu- 
red: but the commiſſioners ſuſpecting the worſt, 
and being very deſirous to be poſſeſſed of it, em- 
ployed Sir Hardreſs Waller to ſurpriſe the place; 
who finding the power of Col. Cromwel to de- 
cline, and that of the parliament to increaſe, 
was very willing to attempt it; and being ready 
to enter by a poſtern into the caſtle, the place 
was immediately ſurrendered to him. Col. 
Cromwel, perceiving it to be to no purpoſe to 
ſtay longer in Ireland, departed for London; 
and, being arrived, acquainted me with the 
time that he deſigned to attend the council of 
ſtate, and deſired me that I would be preſent. 
But I could not; for the houſe of Hampton-court 
having been ordered to be fold that day, which 
place I thought very convenient for the retire- 
ment of thoſe that were employed in public at- 
fairs, when they ſhould be indiſpoſed, in the 
ſummer-ſeaſon, I reſolved to endeavour to pre- 
vent the ſale of it; and accordingly procured a 
motion to be made at the fitting down of the 
houſe to that end; which took effect as I deſi- 
red, For this I was very much' blamed by my 
good friend Sir Henry Vane, as a thing which 
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was contrary to the intereſt of a commonwealth, 
He faid, that ſuch places might juſtly be account- 
ed amongſt thoſe things that prove temptations 
to ambitious men, and exceedingly tend to ſharp- 
en their appetite to aſcend the throne. But, for 
my own part, as I was free from any ſiniſter de- 
ſign in this action, ſo I was of opinion, that the 
temptation of ſovereign power would prove a 
far ſtronger motive to aſpire by the ſword to 
gain the ſceptre; which, when once attained, 
would ſoon be made uſe of to force the people 
to ſupply the want of ſuch an accommodation, 
Col. Henry Martin moved at the ſame time, that 
the chapel belonging to Somerſet-houſe might 
not be ſold, becauſe it was the place of meetin 
for the French church ; and this requeſt was al 
ſo granted; but the houſe itſelf was fold for the 
ſam of 10,0001, Then it was moved, that 
"Whitehall might be alſo fold; and it was ſaid, that 
60,0001. might be had for it, in order to erect 
new buildings on the ground where it ſtands); 
but nothing was done farther in this matter. 
And now I began to think it time to haſten 
my journey to Ireland; where my ſtation was 
aſſigned to me for ſome time; and, in order to 
my departure, I received four commiſſions from 
the hands of the Speaker, as the parliament had 
directed. By the firſt I was appointed Com- 
mander in chief of all the forces in Ireland; the 
ſecond was for a regiment of horſe; the third 
was for a regiment of foot; and by the fourth 
I was made Lieutenant-General of the Horſe. 
Which laſt commiſſion being read before the 
committee of nominations by Sir Arthur Haflerig, 
who in this whole affair of regulating the army 
had ſer ved the parliament for Secretary without 
any 
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any ſalary, Col. Deſborough deſired, that it might 
be explained how far it ſhould extend; ſuſpe&- 
ing that it might intrench upon the command 
of the horſe in E d and Scotland, which 
ſome thought he ned for himſelf. But Sir 
Arthur Haſlerig declined to give him any other 
anſwer, than that it was well enough. In this 
commiſſion a clauſe was inſerted, which had 


been omitted in the other three, becauſe not 


thought of before, requiring me to obey, not 
only ſuch orders as I ſhould: receive from the 
parliament and council of ſtate, but alſo all ſuch 
as ſhould be ſignified to me from time to time 
from the commiſſioners of the parliament for 
the affairs of Ireland. This I was ſo far from 
diſliking, that I procured another order to be 
made, that the pay of the army ſhould be iſſued 
out by the commiſſioners; and that no money, 
except only for contingencies, ſhould be iſſued 
out by the Commander in chief. Having pre- 
pared myſelf for my journey, I took leave of the 
principal officers of the army; and on that oc- 
caſion moſt earneſtly requeſted of Lt - Gen. Fleet- 
wood, Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. Deſborough, 
Col. Sydenham, Col. Berry, and others, that, 
as they valued the good of the public, and their 
own ſafety, they would be careful not to violate 
the authority of the parliament, who I perſua- 
ded myſelf were more ready to do any thing 
that might tend to the preſervation of our li- 
berties than we were to aſk it. And, at my 
parting with Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Sir Henry 
Vane, Mr. Henry Nevil, Mr. Scot, Maj. Sallo- 
way, and the reſt of my good friends that were 
members of the parliament, I took the liberty 


to beg of them not to put any unneceſſary hard- 
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ſhips'upon thoſe of the army, but rather to gra- 
tify them in whatſoever they could ; that if, af- 
ter all the condeſcenſions and favours of the par- 
liament to them, they ſhould be ſo unjuſt and 
ungrateful to offer violence to the houſe, -they 
might be left incxcuſable in "the: ſight of God 
| and men. 

Being on my way to rake ſhipping for Ireland, 
— by Col. John Jones, and bei 
come as far as Whitchurch, one Capt. Whet- 
way of Cheſter met us there, and informed us 
of a deſign to riſe in and about that country: by 
the Preſbyterian and Cavalier parties in conjun- 
ction; who gave out, that Sir George Booth, the 
Earl of Derby, the Lord Cherbury, and other 
perſons of quality and eſtate, were concerned 
with them. We, according to our duty, im- 
mediately gave an account of what we had heard 
to the council of ſtate, and deſired them to in- 
quire into the matter. Then we proceeded in 
our journey; and being arrived at Holy-head, 
we found a ſmall veſſel carrying about ten guns, 
ſent thither by the commiſſioners of the parlia- 
ment to tranſport us to Ireland, they having at 
that time no ſhip of greater force on that coalt. 
Here we met my couſin Roger Ludlow, who was 
then newly landed from Ireland ; but, finding us 
ready to ſet fail, he returned thither with us. 
At our arrival within the bar of Dublin, we 
found Mr. Juſtice Coke, and my brother-in-law, 
attending with their coaches ; by which means 
we bad an opportunity to go that evening to my 
houſe at Monckton. The next morning, before 
I could get out, the Major and Aldermen of Du- 
blin came to welcome me into the country, and 


to pay the uſual civilities. And at the 2 
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end I found the guard that had formerly at- 
tended Col; Cromwel, drawn up by the order 
of Sir Hardreſs Waller, with Col. Theophilus 
Jones at the head of them; all of them expreſ- 
ſing their readineſs to ſerve me, and ſo accompa: 
nied me to the city. Being arrived at Dublin, I 
went immediately to wait on the commiſſioners of 
parliament who were then ſitting, and had been 
debating touching the manner of their deport ; 
ment towards me; the reſult of which they in · 
formed me was, That each of them ſhould ſuc- 
ceſſively take the chair for one month; that they 
would deſire me to give them my aſſiſtance when 
the affairs of the army would permit; that I 
ſhould fit with them when they ſat as commiſ- 
ſioners, in the next place to the chairman; and 
that in all other places I ſhould have the prece- 
dency. I returned them my thanks for the ho- 
nour they did me; and earneſtly deſired to be 
excuſed in the laſt particular, having always de- 
clared it to be my opinion, that the military 
ought to ſubmit to the civil power. But they 
told me, that ſince it had been ſo reſolved, they 
would not permit me to ſpeak any more about 
it. Then I delivered to them a warrant from 
the council of ſtate, authoriſing Mr. Blackwel 
and Mr. Standiſh, the Deputy- Treaſurers for 
Ireland, to charge; by bill of exchange or other- 
wiſe, the treaſurers of war in England with 
30,0001. for the ſervice of Ireland. Which ha- 
ving done, I went into another room, where the 
officers of the army were appointed to be, and gave 
them an account of the return of the parliament 
to the exerciſe of their authority ; by whoſe wif 
dom and juſtice ſo many things had been for- 
merly done for the advantage and glory of the 

Engliſh 
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Engliſh nation, and by whoſe care and good œco· 
nomy they themſelves had been provided for, in 
ſuch a manner as had never been practiſed in 
later times, nor indeed could reaſonably be e 
pected from any other perſons than from thoſe; 
who as they are called the fathers of the coun- 
try, ſo they have the tenderneſs and affection of 
parents for all thoſe who take care to deſerve 
their kindneſs and protection. I aſſured them 
of their good intentions for the public happiness, 
and to them in particular; and that as they were 
paſſing an act to ſecure to the ſoldiers the poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe lands that had been aſſigned to 
them for their arrears, ſo they would take care 
to cauſe their armies to be conſtantly paid for 
the future ; that the parliament themſelves had 
appointed ſuch officers to be placed over them, at 
had given demonſtration of their affections to 
the public in the late times of defection. I 
alſo informed them, that the parliament had 
done me the honour to appoint me to be Com - 
mander in chief of their forces in Ireland, as 
they might more fully underſtand by the com- 
miſſion itſelf; which I then ordered to be read 
in their preſence : and that done, I proceeded 
to tell them, that, being ſenſible of my own im- 
perfections, and the great weight and import- 
ance of my preſent employment, I had neither 
directly nor indirectly endeavoured to obtain it: 
but conſidering that my ſuperiors, by virtue of 
their authority, at the defire of divers officers 
commiſſionated by the army, had called me to 
the exerciſe of it, I was reſolved to endeavour 
faithfully to diſcharge the duty of my ſtation; 
and to adventure the utmoſt hazards for the pu- 
blic good; wherein 1 doubted not of their 1 
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ful and ready aſſiſtance. The officers: ſeeming 
well ſatisfied with what I had faid, I diſmiſſed! 


them for that time. | . 


Soon after my coming to Dublin, we received 
advice, by a meſſage from England, of an inſur- 
rection againſt the parliament under Sir George 
Booth, and that Cheſter was ſeized: for the King. 
Upon which I cauſed the officers to meet; and: 
taking into our conſideration how we might beſt 

reſerve the peace of Ireland, and preveat the: 
like miſchiefs there, we immediately diſpatched 
as many officers as could be ſpared to their re- 
ſpective charges. And becauſe we were under 
the greateſt apprehenſions for the northern parts, 
where the Scots, and other diſaffected perſons, 
were in great numbers, we ſent Maj. Dean, an 
active and good officer, to command ſome troops 
of horſe that were in thoſe parts. We reſolved 
alſo to ſend for the Lord Broghill, with Maj. 
Warden and Maj. Pourden, two of his officers,, 
and to require them to give ſatisfaction touch- 
ing their acquieſcence under the preſent governs. 
ment. And that I might contribute what I 
could towards quenching that fire that had bro- 
ken out in England, having received informa- 
tion, in my late journey through part of Wales, 
that the ſmall garriſons of Denbigh, Beaumaris, 
Carnarvan, and Holyhead, were undermanned, 
I ſent over 100 foot to be diſtributed amongſt 
them. Which ſmall ſapply came ſo ſeaſonable, 
that it not only prevented the enemy from riſing 
in thoſe parts; but enabled the governors of 
thoſe forts to ſend out parties to bring in provi- 
ſions for the garriſons, of which they ſtood in 
great need. Col. Edmond Temple being at 
Cheſter when the inſurrection began in thoſe 
n parts, 
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Vas ſeized by the rebels, and carried:bes 
fore Sir George Booth; who finding that he was 
going to imbark for Ireland, permitted him to 
proceed in his voyage. At his arrival, he gave 
us an account, that Col. Croxton, who was Go- 
vernor of Cheſter, finding it in vain to endea- 
vour to keep the town, had made uſe of the 
time he had to provide all things neceſſary to 
maintain the caſtle till relief could be ſent. He 
acquainted us alſo, that 3 or 400 of the enemy's 
horſe had marched into the town of Cheſter; 
that Sir George Booth was their Commander in 
chief, and that the principal perſons with them 
were, the Earl of Derby, the Lord Herbert of 
Cherbury, Mr. Lee of Limehouſe, and Capt. 
Morgan. He added, that being aſked by: Sir 
George Booth, if he had not heard of any riſing 
in other parts? and having informed him that 
he had found all quiet on the road from Lon- 
don, Sir George ſeemed much ſurpriſed and dif 
couraged, ſaying, that other promiſes had been 
made to him. x 
By the next account we received Kum FA. 
land, we had notice that a party of horſe had ap- 
peared in Derbyſhire, though, by the vigilance 
and courage of our friends in that county, they 
were ſpeedily diſperſed or taken. We were 
likewiſe informed, that the Earl of Stamford | had 
been at the head of a party, according to a pro- 
miſe he had made to Sir George Booth; but 
finding them not conſiderable, he had either 
ſurrendered himſelf, or been ſeized without any 
oppoſition. In Staffordſhire, from whence the 
enemy expected great aſſiſtance, their deſigns 
were prevented by the diligence of Col. Cromp- 
ton and Capt. Bathurſt, who had ſecured the 


principal 
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principal perſons that were ſuſpected in that 
county. Col. Maſſey was ſeized at a Gentle- 
man's houſe in Glouceſterſhire, with ſome am- 
munition; and by that means their deſigns in 
the weſt were diſappointed. And though there 
appeared about threeſcore horſe, with one Baſ- 
ſet, near Bath, and about the ſame number near 
Malmeſbury ;z yet wanting the Colonel to head 
them, and being informed. of the march of 
the county-troop againſt them, they diſperſed 
themſelves. Some of theſe, with others from 
the borders of Hampſhire, went and joined. the 
body that was commanded by Sir George Booth. 
Sir Thomas Middleton, who had made me a vi- 
ſit when I was going to Ireland, and had aſſu- 
red me of his reſolution to continue ſtedfaſt in 
the intereſt of the commonwealth, did, either 
through dotage, being almoſt fourſcore years of 
age, or through the importunity of others, or 
the natural depravity of his own heart, appear 
at the head of the cavalier-party at Wrexham z 
and there waving his {word about his head, cau- 
ſed Charles Stuart to be proclaimed King in the 
market-place. Which, encouraged the enemy 
ſo much, that they immediately ſent out a party 
to poſſeſs themſelves. of Shrewlbury. But tho” 
the malecontents. were very numerous in that 
town, and ready to join with them; yet Capt. 
Waring, with the militia-troop, in conjunction 
with many well- affected perſons that went to 
him from Wrexham, and ſome others which he 
got together on a ſudden, prevented their de- 
ſign, and ſecured that place for the parliament. 
This was a great diſappointment to the enemy, 


not only becauſe it kept their friends in thoſe 


parts from riſing, but in a great meaſure ob- 
Vol. II. go. _ ſtructed 
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ſtructed their correſpondence with the weſtern 
counties. However, it being reported that Co- 
ventry had declared for them, they received 
freſh encouragement, and hoped that it might 
prove an occaſion to divert the London forces 
from advancing towards them, and were not 
without. expectations of a party to appear for 
them in or about London. Neither were their 
hopes in this particular without foundation: for 
the Preſbyterian party did fo greatly favour this 
abominable deſign, wherein the whole Popiſh 
party was likewiſe engaged, that many of them, 
though they could not be drawn to join in the 
dangerous part of acting againſt the parlia- 
ment, yet openly denied their aſſiſtance to ſup- 
reſs the enemy. Of this ſort was Col. Fother- 
y, who commanded the forces in the county 
of Warwick, and had faithfully ſerved the par- 
liament to this time, yet now refuſed to act for 
them. So that old Col. Purefoy, who had one 
foot in the grave, was obliged to undertake that 
employment in thoſe parts; wherein he uſed 
ſuch diligence, and ſucceeded ſo well, that he 
kept the city of Coventry, and the adjacent 
country, in the obedience of the parliament. 
And though the contagion had infected many 
within the city of London, yet the vigilance 
and diligence of the parliament prevented it 
from manifeſting itſelf in an open revolt, by a 
timely ſeizing or frighting away ſuch as were 
moſt dangerous to the public peace. The meſ- 
ſenger that had been ſent to Ireland from the 
council of ſtate, brought orders to me for 1000 
foot and 500 horſe, to be ſent to their aſſiſtance 
in England. And though, conſidering the po- 
ſture of our affairs, the ſuſpicion we had of the 
N Scots, 
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Scots, the number of the Iriſh, and that ſpirit 
of revenge they were poſſeſſed with, together 
with the condition of our own forces, who had 
been debauching for ſome years from the inter- 
eſt of the commonwealth, we ſeemed rather to 


ſtand in need of relief from England, than to be 
in a capacity of ſending any thither; yet, ha- 


ving received ſuch orders from our ſuperiors, we 
thought it our duty to obey them. And there- 
fore, by. the advice of the field-officers, it was 
reſol ved to draw together thoſe forces that lay 
moſt convenient for tranſportation ; and that 
the public ſervice might not ſuffer by any delay 
that could be avoided, the commiſſioners of par- 


liament cauſed an imbargo to be laid upon all 


the veſſels then in the harbour. Lt · Gen. Fleet- 
wood having, in a letter to me, deſired that 
Col. Zanchey might command the forces to be 
ſent from Ireland, I readily conſented to it, ha- 
ving no ſuſpicion of any deſign concealed under 
that requeſt. And being informed by Col. Ax- 
tel, that he alſo had ſome important affairs in 
England, which he had left unſettled, I appoint- 
ed him to command the foot. Lt-Col. Walker, 
Maj. Rawlins,, Maj. Bolton, and Maj. Godfrey, 
were the reſt of the field-officers. I ordered, 
that the party to be tranſported to England ſhould. 
be drawn to Dublin; and as ſoon as a conſider- 
able number of them were arrived there, orders 
were diſpatched for their tranſportation, on aſ- 
ſurance that the ſpeedy landing of our forces 
from Ireland would tend to the diſcouragement 
of our enemies, and great encouragement of our 
friends, Having drawn the firſt party, which 


Was to be imbarked, to the water - ſide, conſiſt- 


ing of about 400, we cauſed two months pay to 
| 1 
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be advanced to them ; one to enable them to 
pay their debts in Ireland ; the other was 

to the hands of Lt-Col. Walker, who com- 
manded them, to be delivered to them as ſoon 
as they ſhould arrive in England. The officers 
and ſoldiers undertook the fervice with all ima- 
ginable chearfulneſs. And one of the veſſels 
that was appointed ro carry Capt. Jacomb and 
his company, not being able to approach ſo near 
the ſhore, as to make it convenient for the ſoldi- 
ers to imbark, the Captain put himſelf into the 
water; Which his men ſeeing, they ſoon follow- 
ed his example; and all together, with the ſea 
almoſt up to the ſhoulders, marched through to 
the ſhip. They had a very favourable paſfage; 
and landed ſeaſonably in England: for it hap- 
pened, that the third day after their arrival, Lt- 
Col. Walker took up his quarters at a town in 
Carnarvanſhire, where many diſaffected Gentle- 
men and others of thoſe parts had appointed to 
rendezvous the next day, But fearing he might 
Tuin the country if they appeared in arms, they 
quitted their defign, and kept themſelves at 
Home. | 

The parliament, though they had reſolved to 
ſend ſome forces againſt Sir George Booth, yet 
they were doubtful to whom they ſhould com- 
mit that province. And whilſt that matter was 
under their conſideration, ſome perſons of the 
King's party addrefſed themſelves to the wife of 
Col. Lambert, endeavouring to perfuade her, to 
folicit her huſband ro be the * of the 
King's return, with large offers of whatſoever 


terms he would demand. She acquainted the 
Colonel with their propoſitions. But he having 
reſolved to play another part, diſcovered the 


Whole 
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whole intrigue to Sir Henry Vane; who having 
communicated it to Sir Arthur Haſlerig, and 
knowing there had been ſome late differences 
between the Colonel and Sir Arthar, he per- 
ſuaded them to renew their former friendſhip, 
with promiſes on each part, to unite their en- 
deavours in the ſervice of the parliament. By 
this means chiefly it was, that Col. Lambert was 
ſoon after appointed to command thoſe forces 
that were deſigned to ſuppreſs the inſurre&tion 
in Cheſhire. In this conjuncture, the parliament 
ſent an order to Col. Monk, who then com- 

manded their forces in Scotland, ro fend them 
two regiments of foot, and two of horſe. But 
he excuſed himſelf, under colour of the ene- 
my's ſtrength, and inclination to revolt; though 
there were not wanting ſome who then thought 
that his engagements with the common enemy 
were the true reaſons of that refuſal. And iris 
certain, that a Gentleman from the King had 
been with him: and though what paſſed be- 
tween them was not made public, yet, fince he 
did not feize him, as it was his duty, but per- 
mitted him to return ſafely from whence he 
came, he may juſtly be ſuſpected even then to 
have betrayed thofe whom he pretended to ſerve. 
The ſecond party I ſent for England, was com- 
manded by Col. Axtel; and the third by Col. 
Zanchey, to whom I gave alſo a commiſſion 10 
command the whole brigade of horſe and foot; 
requiring him to take all advantages againſt the 
enemy, to relieve our friends, and to obey all 
fuch ordezs as he ſhould from time to time re- 
ceive from rhe parliament, the council of ſtate, 
Col. Lambert, or me. Thus the whole number 

of the forces demanded by the parliament was. 
| 2 3 ſhipped 
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ſhipped off within ten days after I had received 
their order, though ſome of them were quarter- 
ed at a great diſtance from Dublin ; and- both 
horſe and foot landed very ſeaſonably in Eng- 
land, though not without a fad loſs : for the ſhip 
wherein Maj. Bolton and Maj. Rawlins, with 
above thirty private ſoldiers, had imbarked, 
ſprung a leak in her paſſage, and ſunk down. 
The Iriſh brigade being joined, and arrived at 
Cheſter, they ſent to Col. Croxton, to let him 
know, that if he ſhould be driven to extremity 
before any relief ſhould come to him from Lon- 
don, they had reſolved to attempt it themſelves, 

On the 6th of Auguſt 1659, Col. Lambert, 
at the head of three regiments of horſe, one of 
dragoons, and three regiments of foot, marched 
from London, againſt Sir George Booth, and 
his party, who were about 4000 in number, 
The enemy had poſſeſſed themſelves of the town 
of Warrington, and had placed a party of about 
300 to defend it; having lodged their main body 
on the other ſide of the river, and poſted a good 
number of men to keep the bridge againſt ours. 
At this place the forces on each ſide met; and 
the enemy began the action, by ſending out a 
party to {kirmiſh with an advanced party of Cal. 
Lambert: but being repulſed, and retreating be- 
yond the bridge, their body of horſe, conſiſting 
of about 17 or 1800, one half whereof they re- 
ported to be Gentlemen, began to run before 
our horſe could come up to charge them, lea- 
ving their foot to be cut in pieces, except only 
about thirty or forty of their horſe, commanded 
by Capt. Morgan; who endeavouring to ſecure 
their retreat, was killed in the action. Many 


of their foot eſcaped by leaping over the * 
| an 
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and hiding themſelves. But their ſureſt prote- 
tion was their having engaged againſt thoſe that 
were more ready to ſave, than- deſtroy them. 
So that though the whole force of the enemy 
was entirely defeated, yet there were not above 
forty of them killed. About 6 or 700 of their 
horſe, in ſcattered and broken parties, fled to 
Cheſter ; but not thinking thai ſafe there, 
they went into North-Wales; and the town was 
delivered up to Col. Lambert. Sir George 


Booth, after his defeat, put himſelf into a wo- 


man's habit, and with two ſervants hoped to 
eſcape to London, riding behind one of them. 
The ſingle horſeman going before, went to an 
inn on the road; and as he had been ordered, 
beſpoke a ſupper for his miſtreſs, who, he ſaid, 
was coming after. The pretended miſtreſs be- 
ing arrived, either by alighting from the horſe, 
or ſome other action, raiſed a ſuſpicion in the 
maſter of the houſe, that there was ſome my- 
ſtery under that dreſs. And thereupon reſolving 
to make a full inquiry into the matter, he got 
together ſome of his neighbours to aſſiſt him, 
and with them entered the room where the pre- 
tended Lady was. But Sir George Booth ſu- 
ſpecting their intentions, and being unwilling 
to put them to the trouble of a farther ſearch, 
diſcovered himſelf. Whereupon they took him 
into their cuſtody, and ſent him up to London; 
where the parliament committed him priſoner 
to the Tower. From the ſad conſideration of 
theſe, and other unſucceſsful attempts, the cava- 
lier party, and thoſe that fided with them, be- 
gan to deſpair, and to give their cauſe for loſt, 


unleſs, by diviſions amongſt ourſelves, we ſhould 


render our victories uſeleſs to us: which fell aut 
| | ſooner 
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ſooner than they expected. For the officers of 
the army, whom nothing would ſatisfy leſs than 
an abſolute tyranny over the nation, notwith. 
ſtanding the folemn engagement they had taken 
before the parliament at the time when they 
received their commiſſions from the hands of 
the Speaker, and all their expreſſions of ſorrow 
for their former apoſtaſy, ſo often repeated in 
their laſt declarations ; theſe wretched men, I 
fay, contrary to their faith, and the duties of 
common honeſty, reſolved to deſtroy the par- 
liament, and, in imitation of their late maſter, 
-Ofkrver,..tofacrifice the common cauſe to their 
infatiable ambition. In order to this, Lt-Gen, 
Fleetwood moved the houſe, at the time when 
they had received the account of Sir George 
Booth's defeat, that they would appoint Col. 
Lambert to be Major-General of their army. 
And this was done, upon certain aſſurance, that 
Sir Arthur Haſlerig, and other members, would 
endeavour to obſtruct it; whereby they doubted 
not the Colonel would be fo far diſobliged, as 
to be ready to join with them in their deteſtable 
 Qefign. And it ſucceeded according to their ex- 
pectations: for Sir Arthur Haſlerig, well know. 
ing that in a free commonwealth no man ought 
to be truſted with too great power, and eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as had made very ill uſe of it before, 
' prevailed with the parliament to declare, that 
they would not create any more general officers 
than thoſe that were fo already; which method 
"they took, that they might not ſeem to put a 
negative upon him in particular. The Lieute- 
nant-General having attained his end in the firſt 
motion, was encouraged to move again, that 
ſeeing the houſe had not thought fit to do * 
Gil <I> a 
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had propoſed, they would be pleaſed ro preſent 
the ſum of 50o or 10001, to Col. Lambert, as 
a mark of their favour, to be conferred on him 
in conſideration of his late ſervice. This pro- 
poſition was moſt willingly entertained, Sir 
Arthur Haſlerig concurring with thoſe who were 
for the greater ſum ; which was paid to hirp ac- 
cordingly. But the parliament's refuſal to gra- 
tify him with the title before mentioned, was 
aggravated to that degree, that he, together 
with many officers more, amongſt whom he had 
an intereſt, became moſt implacable enemies to 
the parliament, In the mean time a committee 
was ſent to examine Sir George Booth in the 
Tower, touching the deſign wherein he had 
been engaged, and the perſons that had promi- 
ſed to join with him. He confeſſed to have re- 
ceived a commiſſion from the King, and that 
many of the Nobility 'and Gentry had promiſed 
to appear with him; whereof he diſcovered 
ſome, and deſired more time to recolle& himſelf 

concerning others, 
During theſe tranſactions, I had endeavoured 
as well as I could to diſpatch thoſe affairs in 
Ireland which were intruſted to my care. I had 
delivered out new commiſſions to the officers 
there, and had diſpoſed of ſeveral commands, 
that were either vacant by the refuſal of ſome 
to take the engagement injoined by the parlia- 
ment, or in the hands of perſons diſaffected to 
the government. I had furniſhed the garriſons 
with proviſions and ammunition for three 
months, and ſettled a militia in each county as 
conſiderable as the army itſelf; conſiſting, for 
the moſt part, of men that had experience, and 
had readily engaged to be true and — to 
Ee 
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the commonwealth. This work was attended 
with many difficulties: for I found divers of the 
officers guilty of habitual immoralities, man 
of them accuſtomed to detain the pay of the pri- 
vate ſoldiers, and moſt of them debauched in 
their principles by the late uſurpation of the 
Cromwels. I endeavoured to clear the army of 
- ſuch as were moſt guilty, and thereby hoped to 
reform the reſt. I alſo appointed fit perſons to 
inquire into the principles and practices of the 
private ſoldiers, as well horſe as foot ; and, upon 
full information, diſmiſſed ſuch as appeared in- 
corrigible, and placed others in the room of 
them, of whom we had better hopes ; together 
with as many of thoſe as we could find, who 
had been caſhiered on account of their affection 
to the parliament, | TIT 
Upon the news of our ſucceſs againſt Sir 
George Booth, Col. Lockhart, our Ambaſſadar 
at the Pyrennean treaty, began to be courted by 
the Spaniard, as he had been before by the 
French; and our plenipotentiaries met with 
good ſucceſs in their mediation for an agreement 
between the two northern crowns; and the 
Dutch not daring to attempt what they had de- 
ſigned for the King of Denmark, the two Kings 
were in a fair way to a peace, though the King 
of Sweden had expreſſed his diſcontent, that the 
two commonwealths ſhould form conditions to 
be impoſed upon crowned heads : but being told 
by Col. Algernon Sidney, that the friendſhip 
of England was not to be obtained on any other 
terms, he ſeemed to acquieſce. But to return 
from my digreſlion. | 8 
In the month of September 1659, a petition 


came to my hands, that had been addreſſed 25 
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the parliament, from the officers of that brigade 
which was commanded by Col. Lambert, and 
ſigned from Derby; wherein they aſperſed the 

liament, for not endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
the late rebellion with ſuch vigour as they 
ought, for not puniſhing thoſe who had been 
engaged- in it, and for not rewarding the offi- 
cers who had defeated the enemy. They preſ- 
ſed for a ſettlement of the government after their 
own mode, in a repreſentative of the people, 
and a ſelect ſenate. And for the better diſcove- 
ry of their arbitrary deſigns, they demanded, 
that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood might be made Com- 
mander in chief of the army, without any limi- 
tation of time; Col. Lambert appointed Major- 
General, Col. Deſborough Lieutenant-General 
of the horſe, and Col. Monk Major-General of 
the foot. To which they added, that no of- 
ficer of the army ſhould be diſmiſſed from his 
command, unleſs by a court-martial. Copies 
of this petition were ſent by Col. Zanchey into 
Ireland, accompanied with letters, to deſire that 
it might be communicated to the officers there, 
and their concurrence procured. Being ſenſible 
of the ill effects that might ariſe from this wic- 
ked attempt, if it ſhould ſucceed, according to 
their hopes, amongſt the officers in Ireland, I 
ſummoned as many of them as were quartered 
near Dublin to meet there; and being met, I 
endeavoured to convince them of the deformity 
and hazard of this deſign of the army ; deſiring 
them to remember how ſucceſsful they had been, 
whilſt they contained themſelves within their 
proper ſtation, and how all their attempts had 
miſcarried when they intermeddled with thoſe 
things that did not belong to them; and that 


they 
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they would not forget how well the army had 
been paid, as long as the parliament had: the 
management of affairs, and how much they had 
been in arrears ſince that time. I ſhewed them, 
that the parliament could not fail of coming to 
a ſpeedy determination touching the ſettlement 
of a juſt and equal government, ſince they had 
declared, that a period ſhould be put to their ſit- 
ting in the month of May next following ; that 
the nation would never endure to be governed 
by the ſword; that it was a mere calumny to 
ſay, that the parliament had not contributed 
their endeavours towards the ſuppreflion of the 
late tumults; for nothing could have been at- 
tempted againſt the enemy, but by their or- 
ders; that it was manifeſt they had gratified 
thoſe who had been inſtrumental in that ſervice, 
having freely given the ſum of 1000 1. to Col. 
Lambert, and 200 1. to Lt-Col. Duckenfield ; 
and that no private ſoldier who had been con- 
cerned in that action, might remain unreward- 
ed, they had given the perſonal eſtate of Sir 
Thomas Middleton, amounting to about 3oool, 
to be diſtributed amongſt them. I endeavour- 
ed to perſuade them, that the commiſſion grant- 
ed to Lt-Gen. Fleetwood was as full and ample 
as could juſtly be deſired ; he being thereby ap- 
pointed to continue in his command, till the 
parliament ſhould find cauſe to the contrary : 
that if they had refuſed to make more general 


_ officers, it was becauſe they knew it to be un- 


neceſſary and dangerous; and that Col.. Lam- 
bert without the title of Major-General, had 
done as good ſervice as if he had been graced 
with that addition. Then the council of officers 


entered upon the debate of the heads of the pe- 
tl, tition, 
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tition, from point to point; and, after mature de- 
liberation, unanimouſly declared their diſlike of 
it, and their reſolutions to acknowledge the fu- 
preme authority of the nation to be in the par- 
lament, and to ſtand by them in the profecu- 
tion of the common cauſe wherein they had been 
employed. And becauſe a petition to that effect 
could not be immediately drawn, I ſent away 
the ſaid reſolutions that very day to Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig, with a promiſe of a farther declaration 
as ſoon as poſlible ; . reſolving not to neglect this 
opportunity, out of a belief tkat our proceed- 
ings might be of uſe, as well to encourage our 
friends, as to difcourage our enemies in England. 
It may be obſerved, that in this conjuncture Col. 
Monk ſent alſo letters to the parliament, decla- 
ring his reſolution not to join in the dangerous 
counſels of the army, but to keep the officers 
that were under his command within the rules 
of modeſty and obedience. - 

The army not unmindful of their grand de- 


ſign, perſuaded ſome of their friends in the par- 


liament, to move for an order to continue Al- 
derman Ireton, then Mayor, and one of their 
confidents, in that office for the next ſucceeding 
year. And the parliament ſeemed at the firſt 
inclined to grant their requeſt, having perceived 
great diſcontents amongſt the citizens of Lon- 
don at the time of the late inſurrections. But 
the ſpirit of fedition being much allayed ſince 
the ſuppreſſion of the rebels, the city petitioned 
the parliament to permit them the enjoyment of 
their privilege to ele& their Mayor; promiſing 
to employ that favour, and all that they had, 


for their ſervice, Whereupon they were per- 


mitted to proceed in that affair according to cu- 
Vol. II. U {tom. 
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ſtom. And Sir Thomas Allen, a man of a mos» 
derate ſpirit, being choſen, they invited the 
parliament, and chief officers of the army, to a 
ſplendid entertainment, at dinner. 

By this time I had almoſt completed a liſt, for 
new-modelling the army in Ireland, in order to 
be preſented to the committee of nominations, 
And thinking it neceſſary, before my departure, 
for England, to remove ſuch perſons as gave the 
greateſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, I filled their places 
with. thoſe in whom I might beſt confide, and 
who had given evident proof of their affection 
to the public. There remained another buſineſs 
of the greateſt importance, and wherein I found 
it difficult to come to a reſolution ; and that 
Was, to appoint a perſon to command the forces 
in Ireland in my abſence. My inclinations led 
me to lodge that power with the commiſſioners 
of the parliament. But Lt-Gen. Fleetwood 

reſſed me ſo earneſtly againſt it, that I was pre- 
vailed with to lay aſide that thought. It is pro- 
bable, that the Lieutenant-General was unwil- 
ling to have it diſcovered, that ſuch an office 
might be managed by more than one, leſt it 
ſhould tend to the diminution of his own power, 
he being Commander in chief of the forces in 
England and Scotland. But the parliament ha- 
ving made no diſtinction amongſt the Colonels, 
by any ſuperior titles, I was much imbarraſſed 
how to proceed. Col. Zanchey was the eldeſt 
Colonel, and moſt earneſtly deſired the employ » 
ment. But when I conſidered his carriage, in 
the contriving, abetting, and promoting that 
baſe petition lately ſent from Derby, by the of- 
ficers of the army, to the parliament, as I men- 
tioned before, I could not think him to be a man 


proper 
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proper for ſo great a truſt. Sir Hardreſs Wal- 
ter had been Major-General of the foot, one of 


the late King's judges, and of good ability and 


experience in war. But he having complied 
with every party that had been uppermoſt, and 
eſpecially having not yet received the parlia- 
ment's confirmation for the regiment he com- 
manded, I durſt by no means intruſt him with 
the command of the entire forces. After much 
deliberation, I reſolved, as the beſt expedient EF 
could find, to nominate Col. John Jones to com- 
mand the forces of Ireland in my abſence; he 
being a member of partiament, one of the late 
King's judges, and one of the commiſſioners 
of parliament for the adminiſtration of the civil 
government in Ireland. By virtue of which qua- 
lifications, I hoped he might be approved by the 
parliament, acceptable to the officers of the ar- 
my, and ſtedfaſt in the defence of the common 
cauſe, Having taken this reſolution, and being 
willing to keep a good correſpondence with the 
army in England, I informed Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood with my intentions; deſiring, that if he 
approved my choice, he would procure the par- 
hament to be moved to give their approbation. 
But he having, it ſeems, caſt off his reſpect to 
the parliament, returned me in anſwer, That I 
was ſufficiently authoriſed by my commiſſion to 
conſtitute one to command in chief during my 
abſence ;. and that 1 had made, in his opinion, 
a very good choice. All this while I had not 
acquainted Col. Jones with my reſolution touch- 
ing him, nor intended to do it till the time of 
my departure drew near, and till I had prepa- 


red the officers of the army to give him their aſ- 


ſiſtance in the execution of his charge. To this 
"D'S end, 


— 
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end, I diſcourſed with Sir Hardreſs Waller, and 
freely told him the reaſons why I had not appoint- 
ed him to command in chief; aſſuring him, that 
I had committed that employment to one of the 
commiſſioners of the parliament, in a great meas» 
ſure, out of reſpect to him, that I might not be 
obliged to lodge it with Col. Zanchey; who 
though he was a younger officer, yet, being the 
firſt that was commiſhonated by the parliament, 
expected it of courſe. Sir Hardreſs — well 
{atisfied with what I had ſaid, and promiſed his 
hearty aſſiſtance to Col, Jones. There was no 
neceſſity to labour ſo much to give ſatisſaction to 
Sir Charles Coote in this particular: for he 
ſeemed to aim at nothing more, than to keep 
his government in Connaught, of which pro- 
vince he was preſident by act of parliament; and 
to have his regiment of foot, and troop of hore, 
continued to him. I aſſured him of my endea- 
vours, that all thoſe things might be confirmed 
to him by the parliament, in hopes that he would 
employ them in the defence and preſervation of 
that authority, under which he had done ſo ma- 
ny ſervices, and from whom he had received {a 
many marks of favour. This he promiſed to 
do; and added, That he was fully convinced, 
that his intereſt was wholly involved in the 
preſervation of the parliament, all that he ens 
joyed being derived from their authority; and 
that as he had oppoſed the late King in his ar- 
bitrary deſigns, ſo he would continue to act in 
conformity to thoſe actions; well knowing, that, 
if the ſon ſhould happen to prevail, the Engliſh, 
intereſt would be loſt in Ireland, and the Iriſh 
reſtored to the poſſeſſion of their lands, according 
to an agreement paſſed between them. So, ha- 
ving” given me theſe aſſurances, he took his 
leave, 
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leave, in order to return to his government. 
The petition before mentioned, that had been 
agreed on by the officers of the army at Derby, 
coming to the knowledge of the parliament, / 
with the endeavours that were uſed to procure 
ſubſcriptions to it, ſome, who knew it to be a 
contrivagee of Col. Lambert, moved that he 
might be fent to the Tower : and it had been 
well, either that the motion had better ſucceed- 
ed, or that it had never been made. But it 
ended only in paſling a vote to diſapprove the 
petition, and the proceedings thereupon ; and io 
require Lt-Gen, Fleetwood to ſend letters to all 
parts to obſtruft any farther progreſs therein. 
One of the ſaid letters was ſent to Ireland; 
which in effect was anſwered before it came, we 
having drawn up a petition in conſequence of 
our vote, which I menrioned before; wherein, 
after we had aſſerted our cauſe, deſired a juſt 
and equal magiſtracy, and the reformation of 
ſuch things as ſhould be found amifs in church 
and ſtate, we affured the parliament of our rea- 
dineſs to lay down our lives in their ſervice, and 
in the proſecution of thoſe great ends. This af- 
fair being diſpatched, Col. Lawrence, who I am 
perſuaded was acceſſory to the deſign carried on 
at Wallingford-houſe, ſuſpecting that, whillt I 
ſtaid in Ireland, the army there could not be 
wrought upon by that faction, adviſed me to ha- 
ſten my departure; telling me, that Ireland be- 
ing now ſettled, I might do more good in Eng- 
land, where my aſſiſtance might be wanted. I 
ſuſpected not the ſincerity of his counſel : nnd 


having divers reaſons to move me to it, I pre- 


pared myſelf for my journey; and, with much 
difficulty, prevailed with Serjeant Steel, who had 
U 3 ſupplied 
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ſupplied the place of Chancellor during the uſur- 
pation, to remain in Ireland; though he ear- 
neſtly deſired to go over with me about ſome 
affairs relating to his office. But I thought it 
might prove too great a diſcouragement to our 
friends, if we ſhould both leave them together; 
and therefore promiſed him to endeavour that 
nothing might paſs the parliament relating to 
the courts of juſtice in Ireland, till he ſhould be 
heard concerning it. Theſe things done, I ac- 
quainted Col. Jones with my reſolution ; who, 
after ſome expreſſions of modeſty and gratitude, 
accepted the employment, and promiſed to ap- 
ply himſelf with all poſlible fidelity and diligence 
to the diſcharge of it. Upon which promiſe 
and acceptance, I went to the commiſhoners, 
and deſired their approbation. But Col. Thom- 
linfon, who was one of them, either from a be- 
lief that L had not power to conſtitute a deputy, 
or reſenting that he was not the perſon, or at 
feaſt joined in the commiſſion with Col. Jones, 
moved the reſt of the commiſſioners not to in- 
termeddle in that affair; though without effect: 
for it was carried againſt his opinion at the 
board ; and Col. Jones approved, in virtue of a 
clauſe in my commiſſion, authoriſing me to de- 
pute whom I thought fit for leading and con- 
ducting the army. In conſequence of this, they 
paſſed an order to confirm my choice; and to 
require all Colonels, Lieutenant -Colonels, and 
other inferior officers, &c. to yield obedience to 
him, in the execution of the commiſſion which 
he had received from me. Then I called a 
council of officers, and informed them that the 
commiſſioners of parliament and myſelf had im- 
powered Col, John Jones, of whole fidelity yo 
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the public, and peculiar affection to them, they 


r- had large experience, to command the army du- 
1e ring the time that their ſervice might detain me 
it in England; deſiring them to afford him the beſt 
ur of their aſſiſtance in the execution of that truſt; 


r; which they unanimouſly promiſed to do. Be- 
at fore my departure, the Mayor and Aldermen of 


to Dublin having formed the militia of that place, 
de whereof both officers and ſoldiers had taken the 
c- engagement, they were deſirous to give ſome 
Oy public expreſſion of their affection to the com- 
e, monwealth ; and to that end, on the day I de- 
p- ſigned to imbark, they drew their forces into the 
ce field, conſiſting of about 1200 foot, and 120 
le horſe, that I might view them, and report to 
'S, the parliament their readineſs to ſerve the pu- 
n- blic. Accordingly the commiſſioners in their 
= coaches,. and I with the officers of the army on 
Ys horſeback, took a view of them, as they were 
at drawn up on the college - green; being all very 
8, well equipped, and drawn up in good order; 
n- and indeed ſo exact in the performance of their 
de exerciſe, that one would have thought them to 
he have been long in the ſervice. Here they repeat- 
"a ed their reſolutions to ſerve the cauſe-of God and 
e- their country with the utmoſt of their endea- 
n- vours, and promiſed to live and die with us in 


ey the aſſertion of our juſt rights and liderties. 
to When they had finiſhed their exerciſe, I took 
ad leave of each officer at the head of his reſpective 


to company; and went that evening to my houſe 
ch at Monckton, in order to imbark for England. 
a The commiſſioners of the parliament did me 
he the honour to accompany me about half a 


n- W mile out of town. And the officers of the 


to army would have attended me to my g: 
; ut 
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but becauſe it was late, I would not permit 85 
Hardrefs Waller and the reſt of the: officers to 
go farther than half way. The next day, after 1 
ſigned ſuch commiſſions and orders as I 
thought neceſſary, and was ready to go on board, 
Col. Jones, Sir Hardreſs Waller, with moſt of 
the officers about Dublin, and my good friend 
Chief Juſtice Coke, came down to me, and ac- 
companied me to the ſea - ſide; where we took 
leave of each other with mutual recommendati- 
ons to the direction and protection of almighty 
God. The next day J arrived in the road with- 
out the bay of Beaumaris; and there meeting 
with ſome veſſels coming from Cheſter, T inqui- 
red of them if the Iriſh brigade were yet put to 
fea for Ireland; having been affured that the 
council of ſtate had given orders for their tran 
portation. , They informed me, that the ſaid 
brigade had lain long at the water-fide, in order 
to imbark, and had prepared many veſſels to 
that end; but that all the' ſhips were now dif- 
charged, upon orders received from Col. Zan- 
chey for thoſe forces to march for London. This 
information gave me occaſion to ſuſpect what 
was ſoon after confirmed to me: for at my arti- 
val in the bay, which was in the evening, the 
Governor of Beaumaris and another officer came 
to me on board; and informed me, that the ar- 
my had offered violence a ſecond time to the 
parliament, and reſumed the power into their 
hands. This aſtoniſhing news put me into a 
doubt whether I ſhonld return to my command 
in Ireland, or continue my journey to London, 
On the one hand, I conſidered, that thoſe who 
were under my particular care and conducł be- 
ing in Ireland, my preſence might be neceſſary 
| - amongſt 
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amongſt them, to excite them to the perform- 
ance of their duty. On the other fide, when I 
called to mind that I had done as much as I 
could to ſecure their ſervice to the parliamenr, 
that I had brought a declaration from them to 
that purpoſe, and left the chief command in the 
hands of a perfon who had great reaſons to move 
him to be faithful in his charge, I was inclined 
to go forward in my journey. And when I 
conſidered the miſchiefrs likely to follow upon a 
breach between the parliament and army, which 
I concluded would inevitably prove the ruin of 
both; and that it was not impoſſible that I might 
contribute ſomething towards a reconciliation 
in concluſion, knowing that in my way I ſhould 
have an opportunity of conferring with the Iriſh 
brigade, I refolved to continue my journey. And 
the next morning, as I paſſed the ferry at Con- 
way, I perceived a perſon riding poſt towards 
us; who coming nearer, appeared to be one Col. 
Barrow, diſpatched from the council of officers 
at London, with a meſſage to me and the reſt 
of the officers in Ireland, to give us an account 
of their proceedings, and what ſatisfaction they 
could concerning them. He delivered to me 
two letters; one from the council of officers di- 
refted to me, and to be communicated to the 
army in Ireland; the other from Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood to myſelf, In that from the officers, they 
endeavoured to put the beſt gloſs they could up- 
on their late action, pleading the force of neceſ- 
lity in their excuſe, and proteſting to improve 
every opportunity to promote the public good ; 
with this expreflion inſerted, © That they had 


been neceſſitated to obſtruct the ſitting of the 


* parliament for the preſent.” That from Lt< 
| | | Gen. 
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Gen. Fleetwood was much to the ſame purpoſe, 
deſiring me to exerciſe my charity to them, and 
labouring to clear his own integrity in the late 
tranſaction. Col. Barrow alſo endeavoured to 
perſuade me, that the parliament had on many 
occaſions manifeſted ſuch a ſpirit of impoſition as 
was become intolerable; that they had defigned 
to ruin their moſt ancient and beſt friends; and 
that the officers had taken the power into their 
own hands, only to employ it to the full ſatiſ. 
faction of all honeſt men. I told him, that tho 
I ſhould be extremely glad to ſee it ſo employed, 
yet, when I conſidered how groſsly the nation 
had been formerly abuſed under the ſame pre 
tences, I had not the leaſt expectation of it; be- 
ing well informed, that all their diſcontents had 
no other foundation than the experience they 
had, that the parliament would not permit the 
officers of the army to be their ſuperiors, and 
the ſword to tyrannize over the civil power. Af- 
ter I had ſpent about an hour with Col. Barrow 
in converſation touching this affair, I found no 
cauſe to alter my reſolution concerning my jour- 
ney ; but was rather confirmed in my opinion, 
that my endeavours to adjuſt the differences be- 
rween the parliament and army might prove ſuc- 
ceſsful: and therefore having peruſed the letter 
from the officers at London, which was to be 
communicated to thoſe in Ireland, I delivered it 
again to Col. Barrow; with another letter for 
Col. Jones, wherein I deſired him to take all 
poſſible care, that the common enemy might not 
be able to take advantage from this ſad conjun- 
cture to diſturb the public peace. Then I pro- 
ceeded in my journey towards Cheſter ;. and be- 
ing arrived within three miles of that —_ : 
oun 
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found the officers of horſe belonging to the Iriſh 
brigade, who gave themſelves the trouble to 
wait my coming, and accompanied me to the 
city; where the foot were drawn up, and had. 
lined the ſtreets to the place where I was to 
lodge. The next day being Sunday, I ſtaid 
there; and taking that occaſion to ſpeak with 
the officers of the ſaid brigade, together with. 
Col. Croxton Governor of Cheſter, I told them 
freely my thoughts concerning the late precipi- 
tate enterprize of the army; and, as I was able, 
endeavoured to convincethem of the imprudence 
and injuſtice of it ; delivering for my opinion, 
that the late addreſs, contrived at Derby, had 
given birth to this unnatural attempt, as it was 
elf the offspring of pride and ambition: that 
it was apparent the army had not put this af- 
front upon the parliament for having omitted 
the performance of their duty in relation to the 
public, but merely on account of themſelves and 
their own private intereſt ; having expreſſed 
their reſentment in the moſt outrageous manner 
againſt the parliament, for not advancing ſome 
officers of the army to ſuch powers and titles as 
had formerly proved fatal to the government 
though they might have ſeen, by the late ſucceſs 
of Col. Lambert, that victory is not entailed up- 
on empty titles. During this conference, there 
was not one word ſaid in excuſe of the late hor- 
rid act committed by the Wallingford-houſe par- 
ty, but only by one Capt. Winckworth, a crea- 
ture of Col. Zanchey ; all the reſt ſeeming to be 
convinced of the truth of what I had ſaid, af- 
firming that they had been ſurpriſed, and pre- 


vailed upon to ſign it, without having ſufficient- 


ly weighed the conſequences it might produce. 
In 
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In particular, Lt-Col. Walker, the chief officer 
then upon the place, aſſured me, that it being 
ſuddenly preſented to him with a letter from Col. 
Zanchey, he had too haſtily ſigned it; but, af. 
ter better conſideration, he had reſolved to ſtop 
the paper at the poſt-houſe; which he had done, 
if it had not been diſpatched away ſooner than 
| he expected. 

Whilſt I was at Cheſter, there came a meſſen- 
ger from the officers of the army at London with 
letters for thoſe in Ireland ; which he preſented 
to me, as they were directed. Upon the peru- 
{al of them, I found my former ſuſpicions juſti- 
fied, and that the army would be contented with 
nothing leſs than to have the government eſta- 
bliſhed in a court-martial. To this end, they 
had agreed, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood ſhould be 
Commander in chief of all the forces of the com- 
monwealth, Col. Lambert Major-General of the 
army, Col. Deſborough Lieutenant-General of 
the Horſe, Col. Monk Major-General of the 
Foot; and that all officers of the army who 
ſhould by their ſubſcriptions teſtify their ſubmiſ- 
fon to this agreement, ſhould be confirmed in 
their commands, from thence never to be dil- 
charged, unleſs by a court-martial : that all offi- 
cers to be preſented to any command that ſhould 
be vacant by diſmiſſion, death, or otherwiſe, 
ſhould be nominated by Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Sir 
Henry Vane, Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. Deſbo- 
rough, Col. Berry, myſelf, or any three of us; 
and to receive their commiſſions from Lt-Gen, 
Fleetwood; who alſo was to grant new ones to 
thoſe that were already poſſeſſed of any military 
command. We were informed alſo by this 
meſſenger, that the council of officers had agreed 


upon 
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upon one and twenty perſons, with whom they 
pretended to intruſt the adminiſtration of all ci- 
vil affairs, under the title of 4 committee of ſafe- 
ty; reſolving to obey them ſo long as they 
would do what ſhould be preſcribed to them. 
This number, though filled up with men of al- 
moſt all parties, yet was ſo craftily compoſed, 
that the balance was ſufficiently ſecured to thoſe 
of their own faction. The names of the com- 
mittee were as followeth : Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
Maj.-Gen. Lambert, Col. Deſborough, Sir Hen- 
ry Vane, Maj. Salloway, the Lord Wariſton, 
Col. Tirchburn, Commiſſioner Whitlock, Col. 
Berry, Mr. Walter Strickland, Col. Hewetſon, 
Mr. Cornelius Holland, Sir James Harrington, 
Alderman Ireton, Col. Sydenham, Mr. Serjeant 
Steel, Mr. Henry Brandriff, Col. Monk, Sir Gil- 
bert Pickering, one perſon more, and myſelf. 

Notwithſtanding all this bad news, I reſolved 
to purſue my journey; and having viewed the 
caſtle of Cheſter, exhorted the officers of the I- 
riſh brigade to perſiſt in their reſolutions of fide- 
lity to the parliament, and written to the offi- 
cers in Ireland to the ſame purpoſe, I departed 
from thence on Monday about noon, the ſtreets 
being lined with ſoldiers as at my arrival. The 
horſe accompanied me about three miles on my 
way; and there I found another troop waiting 
to attend me to Whitchurch, where I lay that 
night. But the next morning, having permit- 
ted them to accompany me about a mile from 
the town, I diſmiſſed them with thanks for their 
affection, and extremely pleaſed to be freed 
from ſuch ceremonies; admiring how it ſhould 
come to paſs, that ſo many men delight in 
numerous and magnificent trains; which, be- 
Vol. II. X ſides 
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ſides the trouble it puts others to, muſt neceſ. 
Hrily render thoſe for whole ſervice they are de- 
ſigned, leſs uſeful and eaſy to themſelves. - At 
Coventry I found ſome of the forces that had 
been in the ſervice of the King of France, and 
lately brought to England by order of the par- 
liament, upon the inſurrection of Sir George 
Booth's party. I diſcourſed with the officers 
concerning their duty in this conjuncture, and 
exhorted them to continue ſtedfaſt in their obe- 
dience to the parliament ; which they promiſed 
to do. The next night I lay at Northampton, 
and was informed by ſome paſſengers who came 
from London, that Col. Monk: had declared a- 
gainſt the late proceedings of the army. Which 
news was ſo welcome, that I could not give en- 
tire credit to it, till it was confirmed to me the 
next night at Dunſtable; and the day after by 
my wife, who came to meet me at St. Alban's, 
Being arrived at London, I went to Lt-Gem 
Fleetwood ; who endeavouring to perſuade me 
to go into a council of officers that was then af- 
ſembled at Wallingford-houle, to conſider of let- 
ters brought from Col. Monk, I deſired to be 
excuſed from intermeddling in their conſulta- 
tions; being very ill ſatisfied with their proceed- 
ings, accounting them to be founded upon a ſel- 
fiſh bottom, and therefore not likely to produce 
any good to the public. He requeſted me to put 
a charitable conſtruction on their actions, ma- 
king ſolemn proteſtations of his own integrity; 
and adding, that whatſoever opinion I might 
have conceived of them, I ſhould certainly find 
that Monk's intentions were neither ſincere not 
honeſt. To which I replied, That though I 
knew not what deſigns he might have to carry onz 

yet 
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yet it ought to be confeſſed that his public de- 
claration had a better appearance than theirs, 
who demanded nothing leſs than a government 
by the ſword. By him and others whom I 
converſed with, I was fully acquainted with the 
grounds and cauſes of this ſecond violence offer- 
ed to the parliament ; which had been deſigned 
ſoon after their reſtitution, when the grandees 
of the army perceived they would not be go- 
verned by them; and had been more ſpeedily 


put in execution, if the late tumults of the Cava- 


liers and Preſbyterians had not cauſed it to be 
put off till they were ſuppreſſed. The parlia- 
ment on their part being ſenſible of their dan- 
ger, were not wholly negligent of the means to 
prevent it; though I cannot ſay they gave no 
advantages to the faction of the army, by diſ- 
guſting the Sectarian party, and falling in with 
the corrupt intereſts of the lawyers and clergy, 
wherein the army did not fail to outbid them 
when they ſaw their time. But Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig ſuppoſing that a conjunction with theſe 
men would contribute much to deter the officers 
from any attempt againſt the parliament, cloſed 
with them, and thereby diſſatisfied many of the 
coinmonwealth- party. Neither did it a little 
contribute to this diforder, that Sir Arthur, who 
took upon him to be the principal manager of 
affairs in parliament, was a man of a diſobli- 
ging carriage, ſour and moroſe of temper, liable 
to be tranſported with paſſion, and to whom li- 
berality ſeemed to be a vice. Yet, to do him 
juſtice, I muſt acknowledge, that I am under 
no manner of doubt concerning the rectitude 


and ſincerity of his intentions. For he made it 


his buſineſs to prevent 'arbitrary power where- 
2 {oever 


244 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq; 
foever he knew it to be affected, and to keep 
_ the ſword ſubſervient to the civil magiſtrate. 
To this end, he had procured many officers to be 
choſen into the army, with whom he hoped to 
balance that faction that appeared every day 
more and more amongft them. He had recom» 
mended Col. Fitz to the parliament for Lieute- 
nant of the Tower; and took care on all occa- 
fions to oblige Col. Monk, who commanded the 
forces in Scotland. He preſumed upon the fi- 
delity of the fleet, and forces in Ireland, on ac- 
count of the paſt ſervices of thoſe that com- 
manded them, and their former oppoſition to 
the uſurpation of Cromwel. He had procured a 
guard of choſen horſe, commanded by Major 
Evelyn, to attend the parliament; and was aſ- 
ſured of Col. Morley's regiment, with thoſe. of 
Col. Hacker, Col. Okey, and ſome others that 
lay in or near the town. In the mean time the 
officers at Wallingford-houſe had not been idle; 
and accounting it lawful for them to do whats 
ſoever they had power to do, they agreed on 
that petition which I mentioned before to have 
been ſent from Derby, and privately ſent it 
down thither to be figned and difperſed, and 
then to be returned to London, as if it had been 
drawn at Derby, and by no means to be preſent- 
ed to the parliament, unleſs it were firſt ap- 
proved by Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, and ſigned at 
his recommendation by the officers about Lon- 
don. The Lieutenant-General having received 
this pernicious paper, being one morning at a 
committee in the Speaker's chamber before the 
houſe was fat, ſhewed it to Sir Arthur Haſlerig ; 
acquainting him how it came to his hands, pre- 
tending his diſlike of it, and a reſolution to put 
a 
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plot, or thinking that if ſpeedy care were not 
taken, it would be paſt all remedy : and there- 
fore procured the Speaker immediately to take 
the chair, and to ſend for the members from the 
committee into the houſe. Which being done, 
he obtained an order for ſhutting the door, and 
bringing the keys to the table, alledging that the 
buſineſs which he had to impart to the parlia- 
ment required that care. Then he communi- 
cated to them the petition itſelf: which being 
read, he aggravated the heinouſneſs of the at- 
tempt; and moved, that Col. Lambert, who 
commanded that part of the army amongſt 
whom it was ſaid to have had its beginning, 
might be accuſed of high treaſon, and commit- 
ted to the Tower; and that one Major Creed, 


ſtody. The major part of the houſe finding 
their very being ſtruck at by this combination, 
ſeemed very ready to agree with thoſe who were 


Ve the moſt zealous for the ſuppreſlion of it. But 

it the Lieutenant-General affirming, that, accord- 
nd ing to the beſt of his information, the petition 
en had been begun and carried on by the inferior 


officers of the brigade, without the knowledge 
or conſent of Col. Lambert; that it was not to 
have been preſented to the parliament without 
the approbation of himſelf, and the reſt of the 
officers about London; and that he had taken a 
reſolution to ſuppreſs it; the houſe inclined to- 
more gentle methods, and contented themſelves 
with paſling a vote, to expreſs theic diſlike of 


res the ſaid petition ; requiring thoſe of the army to 
Put forbear any farther proſecution of it, and com- 
a 5 


R 3 manding 


a ſtop to it. Sir Arthur ſaid not much to him 
concerning it; either ſuſpecting him to be in the 


and Col. Zanchey, might alſo be taken into cu- 
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manding Lt-Gen. Fleetwood to iſſue out his let- 
ters to that effect to the ſeveral quarters of the 
army ; which he did accordingly. But for all 
this a council of officers was ſummoned to meet 
at Wallingford-houſe : and though it was pre- 
tended to be only in order to declare their ac- 
quieſcence in the reſolution of the parliament; 
yet the officers fell into debates of the utmoſt 
rage and madneſs; Col. Lambert, who was pre- 
ſent, fitting till as a perſon altogether uncon- 
cerned, and not reproving them in the leaſt for 
their exceſſes. The reſult of all was, that a 
committee of the council of officers was directed 
to prepare an addreſs to the parliament ; where- 
in, after the ſpecious promiſes of obedience, they 
deſired, That thoſe who ſhould hereafter miſin- 
form the houſe, as had been done in their caſe, 
might undergo the cenſure of the parliament; 
that a Commander in chief might be conſtituted 
without limitation of time; that no officer 
might be diſplaced unleſs by a court-martial ; 
that the act of indemnity might be enlarged; 
that the revenue of Mr. Richard Cromwel might 
be augmented, and that his debts might be paid; 
with other particulars, moſt of which were as 
abſurd for the'army to aſk, as for the parliament 
to grant, However, the parliament being 
willing to leave no means unattempted that 
might give ſatisfaction to the army, taking hold 
of that clauſe in the addreſs wherein they had 
promiſed obedience, gave them. thanks for their 
affection expreſſed therein; and promiled to take 
the particulars of the petition into their ſpeedy 
and ſerious conſideration, to do therein accord- 
ing to juſtice, and as far as they could to their 
ſatisfaction. In purſuance of this promiſe, the 

parliament 
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parliament proceeded to the conſideration of the 
ſeveral parts of the addreſs; and had made a 
good progreſs in it, when Col. Okey communica- 
ted to them a letter ſubſcribed by Col. Lambert, 
Col. Deſborough, Col. Berry, Col. Clarke, and 
Col. Barrow, who were of a committee nomina- 
ted by the council of officers, which had been 
ſent to him to encourage ſubſcriptions to the pe- 
tition lately read in the houſe. By which pro- 
ceeding it was manifeſt, that they intended the 
petition to be the ground on which they defign- 
ed to unite the army againſt the civil authority. 
The parliament finding that the ways of com- 
pliance which they had been taking ſerved only 
to encourage the army to mutiny and rebellion, 
reſolved upon ſharper counſels. And to that 
end, having cauſed the door of the houſe to be 
locked, and fully informed themſelves of the 
matter of fact, they voted the commiſſions of 
thoſe who had ſubſcribed the ſaid letter to be 
void. They voted the commiſſion of Lt-Gen. 
Fleetwood to be void alſo, and placed by an act 
the power of Commander in chief of all the for- 
ces in England and Scotland in the ſeven fol- 
lowing perſons, viz. Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Col. 
Monk, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Col. Walton, Col. 
Morley, Col. Overton, and me. - Then they 
cauſed the Speaker to demand of Lt-Gen. Fleet- 
wood, who was preſent in the houſe, if he 
would ſubmit to this reſolution of the 
liament. To which he anſwered, That he 
would, They alſo declared, that no tax 
ſhould be laid or levied upon the people, unleſs 
by act of parliament; under the penalty due to 
thoſe that are guilty of high treaſon. This buſt- 
nels, though carried with as much privacy = - 
CO | 
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could be, yet came to the notice of the officers 
without doors; who being ſurpriſed at the reſo- 
lution of the parliament, and convinced that the 
leaſt delay might prove dangerous, uſed all poſ- 
ſible diligence in drawing together their party, 
and preparing themſelves for their deſigned work, 
In the mean time, the parliament ordered the 
regiments of Col. Morley and Col. Moſs to march 
forthwith to Weſtminſter for their ſecurity, and 
ſent for the reſt of the troops that were about 
the town to draw down to them alſd with all 
convenient ſpeed. In purſuance of which or- 
der, Col. Okey endeavoured to bring down his 
regiment of horſe ; but the. greateſt part of 
them deſerted him. For moſt of the old officers 
whom Cromwel had, by his example,  corrupt- 
ed with the horrid vices of ambition and trea- 
chery, found it eaſy to delude the inferior offi- 
cers and private ſoldiers, who had either utter- 
ly forgot their trades, or were unwilling to re- 
turn to an induſtrious life, into a compliance 
with any deſign, in order to get a living. Col. 
Lambert was the perſon that made the firſt at- 
tempt againſt the parliament's guard ; endea- 
vouring, at the head of a party of horſe, to 
break in upon that part where Col. Morley was 
poſted with his regiment. But the Colonel ad- 
vancing, and aſſuring him, that if he perſiſted, 
he would fire upon him; Lambert anſwered, I 
« will then go the other way; which he did, after 
he had given order to block up the avenues by 
the mill-bank with carts and other impediments, 
to prevent the guards of the parliament from ſal · 
lying out upon them by that way. The army 
had alſo placed a party of theirs in King: ſtreet, 


and in the church- yard near the abbey, ſome «3 
Col. 
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Col. Morley's regiment having already poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the old Palace-yard. In this po- 
ſture they continued all night. The next morn- 
ing that guard of the army which lay in the 
church-yard advanced, with one May. Grimes 
| at the head of them, towards thoſe of Col. Mor- 
he ley's regiment who were in the Palace-yard : of 
ch which motion the Colonel being informed, drew 
1d out thoſe that he had with him, and haſtened 


ut to their relief. Both parties being come within 
all piſtol-ſhot, and each of them ready to fire, thoſe 
r- of the army began to invite Col. Morley's men 
lis to go over to them; deſiring them to remem- 
of ber, that they had hitherto fought together, and 
rs that it was unreaſonable now to become ene- 


t- mies. In like manner, Col. Morley's party en- 
2” deavoured to perſuade thoſe of the army to join 
H- with them in the defence of the parliament, 
To who they ſaid had been always ſucceſsful in the 


e- adminiſtration of public affairs, and to whom 
ce the officers of the army had fo lately promiſed 
ll. obedience when they received their laſt commiſ- 
it- ſions; who had always taken effectual care for 
a- their conſtant pay, and who were the only au- 


to thority that could do ſo for the future. The 
a8 chief officers at length interpoſing, it was a- 
d- greed, that both parties ſhould for the preſent 
d, retire to their former ſtations. On the other 
1 ſide, Col. Lambert, being advanced near that 
er party which was commanded by Col. Moſs, de- 
by manded of them, If they would ſuffer nine of 
ts, their old officers, who had ſo often ſpent their 
i] blood for them and with them, to be diſgraced 
a and ruined with their families? The Colonel 
et, anſwered, That though that ſhould be the caſe, 
of vet it were much better that nine families * 
l, 
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be deſtroyed, than the civil authority of the na- 
tion trampled under foot; who deſigned not the 
ruin of any, but only to remove from their com- 
mands nine officers, who, by their ſeditious car- 
riage, had rendered themſelves unworthy of that 
truſt. But Col. Lambert's oratory was more 
prevalent with the perſon that commanded the 
parliament's guard of horſe; who perceiving 
that divers of his men had left him, and revolt- 
ed by the treacherous perſuaſions of one Cath- 
neſs his Lieutenant, diſmounted in the head of 
his troop at the command of Lambert. Some 
of Col. Moſs's regiment went off alſo, each par- 
ty uſing their rhetoric to bring over as many as 
they could. On the other part, ſome came o- 
ver to the parliament's party, and particularly 
three entire companies of Col. Sydenham's regi- 
ment. But at laſt the army gained their point, 
and placed guards both by land and water, to 
hinder the members of parliament from ap- 
proaching the houſe; though Sir Peter Went- 
worth, being rowed by a crew of able water- 
men, broke through their guard on the river, 
and got into the houſe. In the mean time, 
the.Speaker, endeavouring to paſs in his coach 
through the guards of the army, was ſtopped 
near the gate of the Palace-yard, by Lt-Col. 
Duckenfield ; and being demanded whither he 
was going ? the Speaker anſwered, To perform 
his duty at the houſe. Then turning himſelf to 
the ſoldiers, he told them, that he was their Ge- 
neral, and expected their obedience. But theſe 
men having reſolved to deſtroy the civil autho- 
rity, and to ſet up the ſword in the room of it, 
forced his coachman to drive back; and as he 


paſſed by Wallingford-houſe, would have com- 
pelled 


* 
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a- pelled him to drive in at the gate; telling the 
he Speaker, that he muſt go to Lt- Gen. Fleetwood. 
u- But the Speaker commanded the coachman to 
- drive home: and having told the officers, that 


at if Lt-Gen, Fleetwood had any buſineſs with him, 
re he might come to his houſe, they deſiſted from 


he giving him any farther trouble at that time. 

Ng During thoſe diſorders, the council of ſtate g 
It- ſtill aſſembled at the uſual place; and at one of 

he their meetings, Col. Sydenham; who-was one of 

of them, made a ſpeech, wherein he endeavoured 

ne to juſtify theſe proceedings of the army; under- 


ir- taking to prove, that they were neceſſitated to 
as make uſe of this laſt remedy, by a particular call 
o- of the divine providence. But the Lord Preſi- 
ly dent Bradſhaw, who was then preſent, though 
gi- by long ſickneſs very weak and much extenua- 
at, ted, yet animated by his ardent zeal and con- 
to ſtant affection to the common cauſe, upon hear- 
p- ing thoſe words, ſtood up, and interrupted him, 
at- declaring his abhorrence of that deteſtable action; 
er- and telling the council, that, being now going 
er, to his God, he had not patience to fit there to 
ie, hear his great name ſo openly blaſphemed: and 
ch Wl thereupon departed to his lodgings, and with- 
ed drew himſelf from public employment. The 
ol. army, having refolved to finiſh the work, ap- 
he pointed a ſelect number of perſons, conſiſting 
rm for the moſt part of themſelves and their crea- 
'to Wl tures, to have the adminiſtration of civil affairs, 
e- calling them, as I ſaid before, 4 committee. of; 
cle Wl ſafety. And knowing that it was of great im- 
10- portance to ſecure the forces in Ireland and Scot - 
it, Und to their intereſt, they diſpatched Col. Bar- 
he row, formerly mentioned, to Ireland, and Col. 
m- Cobbet to Scotland, on that deſign. bo > 
| e 


4. * 
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The news of this great change being br! 
to Ireland, was at firſt received with great 
neſs and diſcontent ; but after three or [four 
days, when Col. Barrow had given aſſurances of 
favour and advancement to divers officers, he 
eaſily perſuaded many of them, that the army 
would make uſe of their power to good ends, 
Yet ſo much diſſatisfattion remained in the ma- 
Jor part of them, that the Colonel could not ob- 
tain any public approbation from them of the 
oceedings of the army in England: only they 
— letter incloſed in one to me, and directed 
to the council of officers at London, adviſing 
them to be very circumſpe& in their actions, 
leſt they ſhould happen to ſplit as formerly upon 
the rocks of pride and ambition, At the ſame 
time, I received letters from Sir Hardreſs Wal- 
ler, Col. Cooper, and other officers, to inform 
me, that thoſe who had the management of ab 
fairs in Ireland, endeavoured on all occaſions to 
impoſe upon them ; and therefore earneſtly de- 
fired my preſence there. Col. Cobbet had not 
Io good ſucceſs in Scotland: for Col. Monk, who 
had another part to play, having ſecured to him- 
ſelf the fidelity of moſt of his officers who had 
been with him for many years, and, by the par- 
ticular favour of Sir Arthur Haſlerig, had not 
been altered by the committee of nominations, 
ſeized Col. Cobbet, with ſome officers that he 
— Tuſpeted might oppoſe his deſigns, and ſent 
them priſoners into one of the iſlands. After 
that he declared for the parliament ; and writ 
three letters, whereof the firſt was directed to 
the Speaker, the ſecond to Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
and the third to Col. Lambert. In that to the 
Speaker, he aſſured him, that he would expoſe 
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himſelf and the forces with him to all hazards 
for the reſtitution of the parliament to the exer- 
ciſe of their authority, in obedience to the com- 
miſſion he had received from them. In his let- 
ters to the Lieutenant-General and Col. Lam- 
bert, he endeavoured to perſuade them to uſe 
their intereſt and power to reſtore the parlia- 
ment, declaring his own reſolution in that mat- 
ter. I alſo received a letter from him, wherein 
he acquainted me with his intentions touching 
the parliament, and deſired my aſſiſtance therein. 

In this confuſion of thi it was brought a- 
bout, chiefly by the intereſt of Sir Henry Vane 
with Col. Lambert, that the ſaid Sir Henry 
Vane, Maj. Salloway, and myſelf, ſhould meet 
and confer with Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Col. Lam- 
bert, Col. Sydenham, and Col. Deſborough, 
concerning the preſent condition of affairs. Ac- 
cordingly we met in one of the council-cham- 
bers at Whitehall; where Col. Lambert in the 
firſt place demanded of me, If I could give him 
my hand? I anſwered, That though, according 
to my information, his part in the late action 
appeared to me very unwarrantable z yet, if it 
might make me more capable of ſerving the pu- 
blic, and recommend — endeavours for the 
peace of the nation, the reconciliation of 
the differences amongſt us, I could not only give 
him my hand, but my heart alſo. Then he la- 
boured to juſtify his late proceedings; proteſt- 
ing, that he had no intention to interrupt the 
parliament till the time that he did it, and that 
he was neceſlitated to that extremity for his own 
preſervation ; faying, that Sir Arthur Haſlerig 
was ſo enraged againſt him, that he would be 
fatisfied with nothing but his blood. I endea- 

V 0 L. II. Y voured 
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voured to take him off from that opinion, by 
telling him, that being aſſured of Sir Arthur's 
fincere affection to the commonwealth, I could 
not think that he would do any thing to the pre- 
judice of thoſe that were friends to it. I told 
him alſo, that, according to my notion of things, 
"the aim and deſign of Sir Arthur Haſlerig was 
good, even in that matter which had been the 
' firſt occaſion of difference between them con- 
cerning new titles and powers, which had pro- 
ved ſo fatal to the parliament in former time, 
and which he thought very unſafe under an e- 
qual and moderate government. I aſſured him, 
that Sir Arthur had a perſonal reſpe& for him, 
which he had manifeſted on ſeveral occaſions; 
| ee, I defired him to remember, that he 

ad prevailed with the parliament to grant him 
the command of two regiments, and ſided with 
thoſe members who were for the greateſt ſum to 
be given him in acknowledgment of his ſervice 
in Cheſhire, In concluſion, I told him, that Sir 
Arthur was well known not to be of an obliging 
carriage; and therefore, if ever he had been u- 
ſed too roughly by him, it would become him 
to pardon it, and to charge it upon his temper; 
eſpecially ſince he had not ſpared the beſt of his 
friends, of which I gave him divers inſtances, 
ſome of which related to myſelf. After this dil- 
" courſe, the officers declared to us their reſolution 
to do great things for the public good, and prel- 
ſed us earneſtly to come amongſt them to their 
committee of ſafety. But we deſired to be ex- 
euſed, till ſuch time as the common cauſe might 
be ſecured to the ſatisfaction of good men; and 
therefore agreed upon another meeting, where- 


in this affair might be fully debated, 
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In the mean time I endeavoured to moderate 
the warmth of ſome of the parliament-party, and 
to bring them to defire a reconciliation with the ar- 
my, that by that means the public might be preſer-. 
ved from ruin. And to this end a meeting was 
appointed between Mr. Scot, Col. Morley, Mr. 
Say, myſelf, and one perſon more, whoſe name 
I have forgot; where, after much debate on that 
ſubject, I ſhewed them the addreſs which I had 
brought from all the- officers in Ireland, as well 
general as inferior, to whom it had been ten- 
dered; and informed them, that the Iriſh brigade 
had aſſured me at Cheſter, that they would con- 
tinue faithful to the parliament, and had ac- 
knowledged their error in ſigning the petition 
fom Derby. Hereupon they deſired me to pu- 
bliſh the addreſs from Ireland, together with 
what had paſſed between the Iriſh brigade and 
me, ſuppoling it might be of great ſervice in that, 
conjuncture. I told them I would conſider of 
it, and that for the preſent I had nothing to ob- 
jet againſt the publication of thoſe papers, ex- 
cept my fear, that by ſo doing I might fo far ex- 
aſperate the army, as to render all my offices to 
reconcile them to the parliament utterly ineffe- 
tual, When the company was ſeparated, and 
Mr. Scot and I going away together, he earneſt- 
ly preſſed me to improve the opportunity which 
he ſaid I had in my hands, to be highly ſervice- 
able to the public; which if I neglected, I ſhould 
repent it as long as I had an hour to live, I 
told him, that I thought he laid too much weight 
on my intereſt ; but yet deſired him to inform me 
what he thought it my duty to do. He ſaid, that I 
ought by all means to as pn againſt the pro- 
ceedings of the army, and to join with Monk in 
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oppoſition to them. I replied, that though 1 
knew not what the deſign of Monk might be, 
yet I had entertained a charitable opinion of 
him, by reaſon of his declaration for the parlia- 
ment; but that it was my judgment, that if ei- 
ther the parliament or the army ſhould entirely 
prevail one againſt the other in this junCture, it 
would hazard the ruin of both; and therefore 1 
thought myſelf obliged in duty to uſe the utmoſt 
of my endeavours to bring them to a reconcilia> 
tion, before I ſhould think of declaring- myſelf, 
For as there was no appearance that the army 
could long ſubſiſt without a due proviſion for 
their payment, which the parliament only could 
make to the content of the people, eſpecially 
ſince the . of the vote againſt levying mo- 
ney unleſs by their authority; ſo alſo it was ne- 
ceſſary for the parliament to have the aſſiſtance 
of the army in the great work they had' before 
them, to eſtabliſh a juſt and equal government 
in the nation. | 

After this I waited on Mr. Lenthal the Speak- 
er of the parliament, and gave him alſo an ac- 
count of the ſtate of affairs in Ireland, and that 
I had many things to offer to the parliament 
from that nation, which I hoped ſpeedily to do, 
when he ſhould return to the chair of the houſe; 
to which end I aſſured him I would employ all 
my intereſt, being fully convinced of the inju- 
ſtice of the army in the late violence, and that 
no authority but that of the parliament can ren- 
der any form of government agreeable to the 
people. I acquainted him alſo with the ſenti- 
ments of the Iriſh brigade; with all which he 
declared himſelf much ſatisfied; and having gi- 
ven me a relation of his own gallantry towards 
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thoſe of the army that had mutinied againſt him, 
as before mentioned, I took my leave for that 
time. Some of the council of ſtate writ letters 
to Col. Monk to encourage him in his reſoluti- 
ons for the parliament; and Lt-Gen. Fleetwood 
ſent one Capt, Lloyd with an anſwer to that 
which he had received from the Colonel, and 
to promiſe on his part all the advantages that 
he could defire. Col. Jones, Sir Hardreſs Wal- 
ler, and about fix or ſeven officers more, drew 
up an anſwer to Monk's letter directed to me in 
Ireland, and ſent it to me at London for my ap- 
probation, together with the letter itſelf. Ha- 
ving peruſed both, I perceived a great alteration 
in many of the officers of Ireland, and a great 
defection from their duty. For in their anſwer 
they manifeſtly took part with the army, and 
required Monk to deſiſt from his undertaking, 
charging the blood that might be ſhed in this 
quarrel on his head; with much more to the ſame 
effect. With theſe letters I received others from 
Col. Cooper and Maj. Warren, complaining of 
the ſaid breach, and of the hardihips which they 
faid were put upon them by thoſe whom I had 
intruſted with the command of the forces, and 
earneſtly preſſing me to return to them. I thought 
myſelf obliged to anſwer theſe letters. And in 
that to Col. Jones I expreſſed my diſſatisfaction 
with what he and ſome others had written to 
Col. Monk, wherein they had eſpouſed the in- 
tereſts of the army; contrary to the truſt they 
had received from the parliament and me; which 
thing deſerved the more blame, becauſe the ar- 
my had as yet declared for no other government 
than that of a court- martial; whereas Col. Monk, 


whatever his deſigns might be, had hitherto aſ- 
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ſerted the authority of the parliament. To the 
ſame purpoſe I writ to Col. Cooper and Maj. 
Warren, adviſing them to be careful not to join 
themſelves to a faction in oppoſition to the civil 
authority of the nation; and ſent orders to Col. 
Cooper, who was a good officer, and very ac- 
ceptable to the beſt fort of people in the north- 
ern parts, to command the forces there, and to 
be vigilant on all occaſions to promote the pu- 
blic ſervice. And though the letters which had 
been ſent to Ireland by the council of officers at 
Wallingford-houſe, were for the preſent. laid a- 
fide; yet, being informed that endeavours were 
uſed privately to make them take effect, and to 
engage thoſe forces to the faction of the army, I 
went to Lt-Gen. Fleetwood; and deſired him, 
that to prevent ſetting the army in Ireland toge- 
ther by the ears, the proceedings in that matter 
might be let fall; telling him, that if they abſo- 
lutely required the officers there to ſubſcribe their 
confederacy, it would come to paſs that many of 
them would lay down their commiſſions ; 
thereby a way would be open to fill their places 
with corrupt and ſcandalous perſons, who might 
not only prove the cauſes of great diſorders in 
that country, but alſo would be ſo fixed in their 
ſtations, as not eaſily to be removed again; it 
being one of the articles of their papers, That 
no officer ſhould be diſplaced but by a court- mar- 
tial. The Lieutenant-General avowing that he 
had not foreſeen either of thoſe inconveniencies, 
promiſed to deſiſt from any farther proſecution 
of that matter. | 

In the mean time the officers at Wallingford- 
houſe were not negligent; and having drawn 
up an engagement, as I ſaid before, they re- 
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quired thoſe of the army who. deſired to conti- 
nue in their employments, to ſubſcribe it. By 
this means Col. Okey, Col. Morley, Col. Alured, 
Lt-Col. Farley, and divers others who were not 


of their faction, were removed from their com- 


mands; though Col. Moſs and Col. Rich were 
permitted to continue in their charges without 
ſubſcribing,” Col. Rich was the more willing to 
retain his regiment, that he might be the better 
acquainted with the deſigns of the army, and 
have more opportunities of rectifying the miſ- 
takes of ſuch officers, who though honeſt and 
well-meaning men, yet might happen to be de- 
luded by the plauſible pretences of their ; ſupe- 
riors. But that which principally- perſuaded 
him to continue, amongſt them, was the intereſt 
and friendſhip which he had with Vice-Adm. 
Lawſon, who commanded the fleet at that time, 
and who very much depended upon the advice 
of the Colonel for the meaſures he ſhould take to 
ſerve the public. Their committee of ſafety al- 
ſo nominated Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Commiſſioner 
Whitlock, Sir Henry Vane, Maj. Salloway, Col. 
Titchburn, and me, to conſider of a form of go- 
vernment for the three nations, and to report 
our opinions to them. And though ſome of us 
were very unwilling to have any part in an affair of 
this nature; yet, ſeeing we were now under the 
power and government of the ſword, we reſol · 
ved to procure the beſt ſettlement we could get, 
if we could not obtain ſuch a one as we deſſred, 
hoping at leaſt to procure the regulation of what 
was moſt amiſs. And therefore we had ſeveral 
meetings on this ſubject; wherein we agreed up- 
on the principal points in diſpute. But the 


greateſt difficulty was, in what manner the * 
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of our debates ſhould receive a ſanction. The 
army-party defired, that the-forces on foot in the 
three nations ſhould be drawn together ; and 
that they, with ſuch of the people who would 
Join with them, ſhould give their conſent to the 
form agreed on in a public aſſembly. This I 
could not approve ; but refolved, if we could 
come to any agreement, to procure it to be laid 
before the parliament for their approbation, or 
never to aſſent to it. | | 
During theſe tranſactions, Col. Monk havi 

received the anſwer of Col. Jones, and — 
ficers in Ireland, to the letter he had written to 
them; and not liking the contents of it, ſeized 
Maj. Barret, by whom it was ſent : and, reſol- 
ving to march for London with all poſſible ex- 
pedition, he fell upon new-modelling his men; 
wherein he had two notable advantages; the 
one from divers of his officers, who being of the 
Wallingford-houſe party, voluntarily ſurrendered 
their commiſſions to him, whoſe places he im- 
mediately filled with his own creatures; the o- 
ther from the late act of parliament, whereby 
he was conſtituted one of the ſeven Generals 
appointed to command the army ; by virtue of 
which authority he undertook ſo to regulate his 
forces, as might be moſt for his purpoſe. Be- 
fore his departure from Scotland, he procured a 
ſum of money from the Scots; with which he 
paid his ſoldiers, and thereby obliged them the 
more to his ſervice; eſpecially at this time, when 
they knew the army in England were in want 
of it, and knew not well how to raiſe any, ha- 
ving interrupted the civil authority, by whom a- 
lone money may rightfully be raiſed. The ar- 
my-party being informed of his deſign, reſolved 
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to draw a body of their troops together to be 
ſent againſt him; with orders, if poſſible, to poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of Newcaſtle, a place of great 
importance to the city of London, and to fight 
him, if an opportunity ſhould be offered. Four 
thouſand foot, and three thouſand five hundred 
horſe, were appointed for this ſervice, together 
with the Iriſh brigade, commanded by Col. 
Zanchey; who, notwithſtanding his late car- 
riage, came with great confidence to me, to re- 
ceive my orders. But I was very reſerved to 
him in that particular, knowing how inſtramen- 
tal he had been in promoting the preſent diſor - 
ders. The committee of the army intruſted 
Col. Lambert with the command of theſe forces; 
who having diſpatched his orders to the ſoldiery 
that were quartered in the north to draw toge- 
ther, and to ſeize on the town of Neweaſtle, 
went himſelf by poſt for that place. Before his 
departure, he deſired thoſe Who had been ap- 

inted to conſider of a form of government, to- 
proceed in their conſultations, and to ſend the 
reſult of them to him; promiſing to give his aſ- 
ſent and approbation to it. But ſome of us ear- 
neſtly preſſed, that we might come to an agree- 
ment before he began his journey; aſſuring him, 
that it would very much tend to facilitate his' 
preſent 9 eſpecially if the eſtabliſh-- 
ment deſigned might be ſo juſt and equal, that 
a good man might reaſonably adventure his life 
in the defence of it: whereas, on the contrary, 
if things were left uncertain, and no form of go- 
vernment agreed upon, men would not eafily be 
perſuaded to engage for a party, againſt thoſe 
who at leaſt pretended to act for the civil autho- 
rity, He acknowledged the force 'of Wo rea- 
| ons; 
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ſons ; but could not be prevailed upon to ſtay 
till it ſhould be perfected, though he deſired it 
Might be ſent after him with all poſlible expe- 
dition. | | | 
In the mean time Col. Jones, and thoſe offi 
cers who were in and about Dublin, ſent Lt- Col. 
Dobſon to be their agent in England, and to in- 
form them of public affairs. He had been uſed 
ill -by Oliver, and unjuſtly removed from his 
command; which being repreſented to me when 
I was there, I advanced him to be a field; offi- 
cer. But being a man of ſlender ability, and 
little acquainted with public affairs, he was eaſily 
deluded by the fair pretences of the Walling- 
ford-houſe party, and became their creature, ra- 
ther than the agent of thoſe that ſent him. And 
now Col. Jones deſpairing to prevail upon the 
council of officers, whilſt together, to ſubſcribe 
the deſign of governing the three nations by a 
council of war, diſperſed them to their reſpe- 
ctive quarters; and ſent the Wallingford-houſe 
paper to be ſubſcribed by them, when they could 
not have an opportunity of conſulting together, 
accompanied with letters from himſelf to prels 
them to it. And having declared openly, that, 
if they refuſed to ſubſcribe, the army in Eng- 
land would find a way to detain the pay that had 
been aſſigned to them by the parliament ; many 
of thoſe who had ſigned an engagement to the 
parliament, which I had carried over to Eng- 
land, and therein expreſſed their ſorrow for the 
interruption of the civil authority, together with 
their firm reſolution to adhere conſtantly to them 
for the future, were now brought in to ſign an en- 
gagement directly contrary to the former. Of 
which being informed, I thought myſelf obliged 
to 
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to write to Col. Jones, and other officers of the 


army, and to expoſtulate with them concerning 
the foulneſs of theſe practices, that were not on- 


ly contrary to their late ſolemn promiſes, and 
pretended ſorrow for their former evil com- 


pliances, but alſo tending, in a high degree, to 
ſet up the power of the ſword upon the ruins of 
the civil authority. Col. Jones, in his anſwer, 
excuſed himſelf, as not having foreſeen the in- 
conveniencies of the foreſaid paper; affirming, 
that he had only permitted it to be promoted at 
the inceſſant importunities of others: but yet he 
expreſſed ſome diſcontent, that I ſhould lay fo 
heavy a charge upon him, who had undertaken 


his employment at my deſire, and had managed 


it according to the beſt of his underſtanding. He 
concluded, that he earneſtly deſired I would re- 
turn to my command, and eaſe him of the bur- 
den that was upon him. About the ſame time 
Serjeant Steel, one of the commiſſioners in Ire- 
land, being nominated of the committee of 
ſafety, took that opportunity to go into Eng- 
land, as he had long deſired to do; by whoſe de- 
parture the affairs of Ireland ſuffered much, he 
being generally eſteemed to be a man of great 
prudence and uncorrupted integrity. At Lon- 
don he refuſed to act in the committee of ſafe- 
ty. And though he ſometimes went to Wal- 
lingford-houſe, and diſcourſed with Et-Gen. 
Fleetwood, and ſome others, about things re- 
lating to a future eſtabliſhment ; yet he always 
declared his opinion to be, that the parliament 
were the only proper judges of that matter, and 
uſed the beſt of his endeavours that they mightbe 
reſtored to their authority. After his departure, 
the commiſſioners of the parliament in _— 
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fell in with the party of the army, and altered 
their title in the orders and commiſſions ſigned 
by them, from that of commiſſioners of the parlia- 
ment, to that of commiſſioners of the common- 
wealth. And being informed, that the garriſon 
of Air in Scotland had diſcharged their Gover- 
nor, and declared for Monk, they ordered à 
ſhip of war to cruiſe on that coaſt, to prevent 
their correſpondence with the northern parts of 
Ireland. Gol, Lambert being now in the north 
of England, and his forces in poſſeſſion of New. 
caſtle, divers meſſages paſſed between him and 
Col. Monk; the latter always declaring his reſo- 
lution, as he had done before to the Generals com- 
miſſioned by the parliament, to be aſſiſting to 
them in ſettling the government on the foot of 
a commonwealth, without a King, ſingle per. 
ſon, or houſe of Lords. And ſeeing that the 
army had begun to treat with him, he nomins 
ted Col. Wilkes, Col, Knight, and Lt-Col. 
+Clobery, to be commiſſioners to adjult the pre. 
ſent differences with thoſe of the Wallingford: 
houſe party. | 
The Iriſh brigade, though Col. Zanchey and 
others endeavoured to perſuade them to join 
| heartily with thoſe of the army, had not quit 
forgot our diſcourſe at Cheſter ; and therefor: 
they reſolved not to engage againſt Monk, til 
they might ſee that what they were about to fight 
for, was worth the hazard they were to run, Ti 
this end, they ſigned a paper in the nature of at 
aſlociation, whereby they obliged themſelves to 
live and die together; one of the principal off: 
cers informing me by a letter, that if Col. Lam 
bert deſigned to advance himſelf, he muſt chuk 
another, pole to climb by than the Iriſh brigade 
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who were fully reſolved: not to aſſiſt him in ſuck 
an attempt. Lambert; being made acquainted 
with the foreſaid paper, concluded that the jea- 
louſy they had of him aroſe from the influence 
I had upon that brigade ; and thereupon wrote 
to Sir Henry Vane, deſiring him to procure a 
letter from me to them, to remove that preju- 
dice which they had entertained againſt him. 
Accordingly Sir Henry Vane came to me; and 
having aſſured me, that Col. Lambert had ta- 
ther been made uſe of by the Wallingford-houſe 
party, than that he had been in any manner the 
principal contriver of the late diſorders, and that 
he would be an impediment to them in their 
deſign of advancing a ſingle perſon; I conſented 
to deſire our brigade, that they would be care- 
ful to inform themſelves well before they ſhould 
determine what courſe to take, that they might 
not, out of a jealouſy of one perſon, contribute 
to the advancement of others, who, might poſ- 
ſibly prove. to be worſe. Upon the receipt of 
my letter, which I ſent to one of the principal 
officers amongſt them, to be communicated to 
the reſt, they marched nearer to the forces of 
Col. Lambert; who thereupon ſent me a letter 
of thanks, acknowledging that I had exerciſed 
my charity to, him in an extraordinary manner, 
conſidering the late tranſactions; proteſting, that 
he deſigned not the violence that was offered to 
the parliament, and was wholly innocent from 
promoting that petition which had a tendency 
to it ; that he knew not of any interruption to 
be given to the houſe, till the day it was put in 
execution ; and that he had no further deſign 
therein, than to preſerve himſelf from deſtru- 
Qion, which he conceived was intended againſt 
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him. He concluded with aſſurances, that he 
wauld take all opportunities to advance the good 
of the commonwealth, and deſired my friend - 
ſhip no farther than he ſhould act in order to 
that end. | 
About this time I went to Sir Arthur Haſle- 
rig, whom I knew to be of a moſt rigid and 
inflexible ſpirit; and endeavoured as well as J 
could, to perſuade him of the neceſſity incum- 
bent on us all to lay aſide our private animoſi- 
ties, and to unite our whole ſtrength to preſerve 
the veſſel of the commonwealth from ſinking. 
I deſired him to entertain a better opinion of Sir 
Henry Vane, and fome other perſons, than he 
ſeemed to have; aſſuring him, that it was im- 
poſſible to prevent that ruin which threatened 
us, but by a hearty reconciliation, and a folid 
union amongſt ourſelves. I acknowledged his 
care of the public in the endeavours he had uſed 
to hinder ' the accumulation of extraordinary 
wers and titles upon any perſon, and to ren- 
der the ſword ſubſervient to the civil magiſtrate, 
But I could not forbear to acquaint him, that, in 
my poor opinion, he had not taken the right 
way to that great end, having lately eſtranged 
himſelf from his ancient friends, and fallen in 
with the lawyers and clergy ; putting thoſe who 
would have been his principal ſtrength in times 
of neceſſity into deſpair of receiving any good 
from him, and relying upon men whoſe princi- 
ples and practices are inconſiſtent with a juſt and 
equal government. I agreed with him, that no- 
thing could recover us from the preſent confu- 
ſions, but the reſtitution of the parliament to 
their authority; though I thought myſelf obli- 
ged to add, that if he and others ſhould return = 
nadie | 5 


Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq; 267 


the exerciſe of their power with a ſpirit of re- 
venge againſt thoſe that had wronged them and 
the public, and not rather contribute their ut- 
molt to reconcile all thoſe whoſe intereſts were 
involved in that of the commonwealth, they 
would certainly ruin themſelves, and every one 
that wiſhed well to the parliament and the com- 
mon cauſe. Sir Arthur ſeemed ſo ſenſible of 
the truth of what I had ſaid, that he aſſured me, 
if ever he returned to fit in parliament, and 
thereupon ſhewed himſelf revengeful to any 
man, he would permit me to ſpit in his face. 
In the mean time many members of the parlia- 
ment had frequent meetings with their friends 
to conſult about the moſt proper means to be 
uſed for their reſtitution; to which I was never 
called, they having conceived a ſuſpicion that I 
had too much ſided with the army. And, on 
the other fide, thoſe of the army were jealous 
of me, as indeed they had more cauſe, for my 
adherence to the parliament. For I had open- 
ly declared my diſſatisfaction with their late pro- 
ceedings, and my doubts of the ſincerity of their 
roteſtations to improve their power to the pu- 
lic advantage, I had refuſed to, be preſent at 
their committee of ſafety, or in that of nomina- 
tions, though conſiſting of the ſame perſons the 
parliament had formerly appointed, excepting 
only Sir Arthur Haſlerig. And being one day 
in the next room to that where they uſed to ſit, 
and Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, with others, | preſſing 
me to go in, telling me, that they wanted one 
to make a quorum, and that the officers to be 
approved were honeſt men, and ſuch as I e- 
ſteemed ; yet I utterly refuſed to have any thing 
to do with them, But Sir Henry Vane and Maj. 
2 2 Salloway 
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Salloway did prevail with themſelves to act with 
them in their committees, and to diſcharge the 
office of commiſſioners of the navy, to which 
they had been nominated by the parliament, 
and continued by the officers of the army 
It being reſolved by the members of parlia- 
ment, to open a way, if poſſible, for their re 
turn to the houſe, they prevailed with Col. 
Whetham, then Governor of Portſmouth, to 
admit Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Col. Walton, and 
Col. Morley, with ſome forces into that import- 
ant place: who thereupon immediately decla- 
red for the parliament, and iſſued out orders for 
more forces to come to their aſſiſtance. They 
alſo diſpatched letters to' Monk to warrant his 
undertaking, and invited the fleet to join with 
them. - The commiſſioners that had been ap- 
pointed by Col. Monk to treat with thoſe of 
the army, had no ſmall part in promoting this 
alveruon or Le Forces Or tne army; yet to co- 
lour their deſigns, they endeavoured at the ſame. 
time to lay aſleep the Wallingford-houſe party, 
and to make them believe that they deſigned no- 
thing more. than a good underſtanding with 
them. By which artifice they cauſed them to neg 
le& thoſe means which they had in their han 
to reduce Monk and his party, who were not to 
be compared with the forces of the army, either 
for number, experience, or unanimity. Fot 
though, by his ſolemn proteſtations, and public 
declaration of his firm reſolution to adhere” to 
the parliament and their cauſe, againſt a King, 
fingle perſon, or houſe of Peers, he had delu- 
ded divers of thoſe who were at a diſtance from 
him, and who, from their enmity to the faction 
of the army, were ready to truſt any that might 
Abr = probably 
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| qrobably! . them from that ſervitudei; yet 
thoſe who approached him nearer,” and under- 
ſtood him better, finding him on all occaſions 
to encourage the moſt vitious, and to prefer 
men of monarchical principles, though of the 
moſt ſcandalous lives, to all the offices that be- 
came vacant, ſaw ſo clearly into the driſtcuf bis 
deſign, that moſt of the officers who had an 
ſenſe of religion, or common honeſty abandon- 
ed him, and joined themſelves to Coll. Lambert: 
and after them, about 300 horſemen, leaving 
their horſes and equipage behind — did the 
ſame. But this proved very prejudicial in the 
conſequence to the public ſervice: for thoſe of- 
ficers that deſerted Monk, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of filling their commands with his own: 
creatures; whereas; if they had continued with 
him, they might have had a conſiderable influ- 
ence upon the whole party, to make uſe of as 
opportunities had offered. The horſe likewiſe 
that abandoned him, made room for others, 
who were mounted and equipped without ex- 
pence, and compoſed of ſuch as were fit ſor his 
purpoſe. Yet for alÞthis the treaty went on be- 
tween him and the army, and feemed to draw 
near to a concluſion; it being agreed, that he 
ſhould have one part of a ſum of money that had 
been appointed to pay his forces; that he 

ſhould be one of their committee for the no- 
mination of officers to ſuck: places as ſhould 
be vacant in the army; that a repreſentative 
of the — ſhould be called with all conve- 
nient ſpeed; and to thar end commiſſioners 
ſhould be appointed by the military power of 
the three nations, to conſider and agree upon 
the — of: ſuch- as might be _— 
2 3 
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and ſit as members. Accordingly thoſe intruſt 
ed by Monk, nominated: Mr. Scot, Sir James 
Harrington, and Col. Thomſon, on their part; 
Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, Sir Henry Vane, and Maj, 
Salloway, were appointed for the army, or 
-Wallingford-houſe party; and on the part of 
the forces in Ireland, Col. Barrow and Lt-Col, 
Dobſon were joined with me, to be commiſ- 
ſioners to conſider of the qualifications of the 
perſons to be elected as aforeſaid. A general 
council of officers was alſo appointed to meet 
at Whitehall, on a certain day, and to con- 
Liſt of two perſons of each regiment in the 
three*nations, to be choſen by the officers of 
the ſeveral regiments. It was deſired alfo, 
that the fleet would ſend their deputies to this 
aſſembly, who were to prepare matters for 
the conſideration of the repreſentative that they 
pretended to call. I was altogether a ſtranger 
to theſe counſels, the articles having been drawn 
up by a private junto: yet I know not how 1 
was perſuaded to be preſent when they were 
read to the council of officers for their appro- 
bation; where I abſolutely refuſed to conſent to 
any part of it, except that whereby two of each 
regiment in the three nations were propoſed. to 
meet in a general council: which I accounted to 
Be the — probable way of finding out the true 
ſenſe of the army, into whoſe hands the power 
was moſt unhappily fallen; and much leſs diſ- 
-honourable, if not more ſafe, than to continue 
longer under the ſervitude of the faction at Wal- 
lingford-houſe, who had preſumed to give law 
both to the parliament and the army. I cannot 
;omit, that at this meeting ſome perſons having 
moved, that the — ß 
[4:3 3 might 
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might be required to produce their powers, that 
it might appear whether he would ſtand obliged 
to what ſhould be agreed, they could not be 
perſuaded to ſhew any orders from him to that 
purpoſe; and yet Lt-Gen. Fleetwood and his 
cabinet- council were contented to treat with 
them, though they had never ſeen any commiſ- 
ſion that they had. And now it began to be 
ſuſpected, that the deſign of Clobery, and the 
reſt of the commiſſioners, was only to prolong 
the treaty in which they were engaged, that the 
forces of the army might be kept from attacking 
Monk; which he was afraid of, having found 
his own party wavering and doubtful. They 
well knew, that if they could ſpin out the time 
in treaty, till the expiration of the taxes that 
had been laid by the parliament, 'which would 
happen in the month of January next enſuing, 
the army would then be driven to great ſtraits 
for want of money, wherewith Monk's forces 
had been ſupplied by the Scots. OF this Sir 
Henry Vane was very ſenſible, and gave both 
army and - parliament for loſt when they began 
to treat. But the chief officers of the army ha- 
ving already parted with their honeſty, by dri- 
ving on their own” private intereſt, were now. 
reſolved to ſhake; hands with their reaſon alſo, 
and ſent down to Scotland one Dr Clarges, bro- 
ther to Monk's wife, and a known royaliſt; with 
a commiſſion to perſuade him to an accommo- 
dation wich them. They diſpatched alſo ſome 
forces for the reduction of Portſmouth; but gave 
the command of them to ſuch as were either 
little acquainted with their ſoldiers, or inclining 
in their affections to the parliament. - And 
though they knew not how to procure any 


+ * 


ſor the payment of their ſtanding army, they 
raiſed the militia in divers parts, and gave ont 
commiſſions for horſe and foot to be levied, 
; —— to pay all. Some of them' earneſtly 
*folicited' me to raiſe two regiments, one cf 
HBorſe, and another of foot; but I told them, 
they had already as many as they could pay, 
and I feared more than would be well employ. 
ed. They endeavoured all this while to keep 
fair with Sir Henry Vane, Maj. Salloway, and 
me; making large proteſtations of the fincerity 
of their intentions, and the great deſigns they 
- had to promote the ſervice of the public; ho. 
ping, that, by our continuing to come amongſt 
them, it would come to'paſs, that thoſe who had 
a good opinion of us, would extend it alſo to 
them and their actions. But they were obliged 
to diſcover themſelves more openly on the' fol. 
lowing occaſion. The parliament had mati. 
feſted, before the laſt interruption, an inclination 
to eaſe the people of the payment of tithes ; and, 
in lieu of them, to appropriate a certain ſum bf 
money for the maintenance and encouragement 
of the miniſtry, to be diſtributed in a more 
manner than had been formerly practiſed; hi 
ping, if this could be effected that the clergy 
would no longer have any other intereſt to pro- 
mote than that of the whole cormmonwealth, 
nor be a diſtinct party from the people. It n 
- well known alſo to the lawyers, that they il 
"retained the deſign of regulating the practice o 
the law, and relieving the people in that parti 
"cular. Theſe two parties therefore being equal. 
ly concerned to perpetuate the abuſes practiſtd 
amongſt them, became equally ſenſible of the 
common dangers: and in order to prevent i, 
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Whitlock and St. John's for the lawyers, with 
Dr Owen and Mr. Nye for the clergy, who 
at this time had frequent meetings in the Savoy, 
entered into a private treaty. with the principal 
perſons of the Wallingford-houſe party, and of- 
fered to raiſe 100,00Q l. for the uſe of the ar- 
my, upon aſſurance of being protected by them 
in the full enjoyment of their reſpective advan- 
tages and profits; with this farther condition, 
that they ſhould oblige themſelves not to hearken 
any longer to the advice of Sir Henry Vane. 
Whereby we were left deſtitute of hope, to fee 
any other reformation of the clergy, than what 
they themſelves would conſent to; any other 
regulation of the law, than the Chief Juſtice 
and the Commiſſioner of the ſeal, would. per- 
mit; or any more liberty for tender conſei- 
ences, than the Lord Wariſton would be plea- 
ſed to grant, who repreſenting the Scots intereſt, 
made up te thifd eſtate Of GUT retormation. 
I began now to think all my time loſt that I 
had ſpent in endeavouring to reconcile our bro- 
ken and divided counſels; and had no hopes left, 
but from the general council of officers, which 
was to conſiſt of two perſons to be nominated 
by each regiment in the three nations, as I ſaid 
before. In order to this meeting, warrants. 
were ſigned, and iſſued out for their election, to 
the armies in England and Ireland; and Monk's 
commiſſioners departed for Scotland, to procure, 
as they ſaid, all things to be done there, accor- 
ding to their agreement. But Monk kept him 
ſelf upon the reſerve; and inſtead of making 
good what his commiſſioners had promiſed, he 
deſired time to conſider of the articles of the 
treaty, and required an explanation of ſeveral: 
particulars 
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particulars therein contained. So that much time 
was ſpent in meſſages between him and Lam. 
bert. Amongſt others, Col. Zanchey was ſent 
'to tempt him with promiſes and offers of ad. 
vantage; but he having ſtruck a bargain in an- 
- other place, made uſe of Zanchey's preſence on- 
ly to keep the army- party in expeCtation of his 
compliance, thereby gaining time; which he 
knew would ſhortly bring the affairs of the ar. 
my to the laſt extremities. He gave out no or- 
ders to the regiments that were with him to e⸗ 
lect members for the general council of officers, 
as had been agreed by his commiſſioners ; but 
formed new difficulties every day to avoid con- 
firming the treaty ; and under pretence that Col, 
Wilkes, one of his commiſſioners, had too 
much inclined to the intereſt of the army, he 
diſmiſſed him from his command. Notwith-Wll 
ſtanding which, ſuch folly and ſtupidity had 
ſeized thoſe of the army, that, upon looſe and 
general promiſes of compliance, they continued 
their correſpondence with him. The time fixed: 
for the meeting of the general council of officers 
being come, though the deputies from Ireland 
were not arrived, nor any from the army un- 
der Col. Lambert; and though it was well 
known that none were choſen to repreſent the 
forces with Monk in Scotland ; yet- thoſe of 
Wallingford-houſe reſolved to act as if they had 
all been preſent, I had written to ſome of the 
officers in Ireland, that if they ſhould take a re- 
ſolution to ſend any perſons to this council, 
they would do well to make choice of ſuch as 
were moſt inclined to the reſtitution of the par. 
liament; but that, as to my own particular, 1 
was not willing to have any thing to do 2 
7 em. 
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them. Notwithſtanding which, I ſoon received: 
a letter by the hands of Col. Salmon from the 
officers in Ireland, to deſire me to act for them 
at the general council ; which having imparted 
to ſome of my friends, and they concurring to 
encourage me to it, I would not refuſe to ſerve; 
them. Being in the council, I did what I could: 
to procure the reſtitution of the parliament ; 
wherein I was much aſſiſted by Col. Rich. Five 
or {ix days we ſpent in a debate concerning the 
form of government, (which had been drawn 
up, as I ſaid before), expecting the arrival of 
thoſe that ſhould be choſen for Ireland, Scot- 
land, and the army in the north of England. 
During which time, Col. Rich and I took fre- 
quent occaſions of informing the officers con- 
cerning the public affairs; deſiring them to be 
cautious of engaging themſelves in any deſign, 
of which they might have cauſe afterwards to 
repent ; and exhorting them to contribute their 
endeavours towards ſettling ſuch a government 
as all good men might concur in, and live hap- 
pily under, We met with ſuch ſucceſs in our 
diſcourſes with the officers, that though the 
Wallingford-houſe party had influenced the e- 
lections as much as they could, and, under pre- 
tence that the fleet was at too great a diſtance, 
and divided into too many ſquadrons, to be in 
a capacity of chuſing in due time, had cauſed 
the committee of the admiralty to nominate 
whom they pleaſed to ſerve for the fleet; yet 
they found their wheels to move fo ſlowly, that, 
to facilitate their buſineſs, they were obliged to 
ſend away divers officers to their commands, 
under colour that their preſence was neceſlary 
in their reſpective ſtations, by reaſon of the 
dangers 
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dangers that i threatened them from all parts: 
when, indeed, the true reaſon of their diſmiſſion 
was taken from the diſſatisfaction they began to 
ſhew with the proceedings of the chief officers. 
By theſe and other means it came to pals, that 
the grandees of the army reſolved to ſpend no 
more time in the debate touching the form of 
government, and therefore deſired a conference 
with Sir Henry Vane and Maj. Salloway; who, 
being unwilling to meet them without me, 
vailed with me to accompany them to Walling 
ford-houſe ; where Lt-Gen. Fleetwood expreſſed 
eat uneaſineſs on account of the public diſtra- 
Etions, and deſired them to adviſe him what 
meaſures to take to remove the preſent difficul- 
ties, and to prevent greater miſchiefs which 
ſeemed impending over us. Theſe Gentlemen, 
ſuſpecting the deſigns of Fleetwood and his par 
ty, kept themſelves on their guard; and, in an 
ironical manner, told him, that the moſt- cer- 
tain way to cure all things would be, to ſet up 
Richard again. Juſt as I thought, ſaid Fleet. 
% wood, it has happened, that the coming of 
e my Lord Richard to Hampton-court would 
<« give an occaſion of jealouſy ;” and then pro- 
teſted, that his removal thither proceeded from 
bimſelf, that he had not been adviſed to it by 
them, and that they had no intention to ſet him 
up again. We believed what we thought mol 
reaſonable concerning his removal to that place. 
But to that of his reſtitution, Maj. Salloway 
aſked them, Whether things might not be 
brought to that paſs, as to make it neceſſary, 
though they intended it not? Which Fleetwood 
denying, the Major preſſed him farther, and de- 
fired to know: from him, If it were not pale 
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that the neceſſity of our affairs might oblige us 
to a compliance with Charles Stuart? Thus 
they ſtood upon their guard on both parts, not 
ad venturing to truſt one another; that mutual 
confidence by which they had done ſo much, be · 
ing entirely loſt. However, that I might not 
be wanting on my part, I told them with my 
uſual freedom, that the reſtitution of the parlla · 
ment ſeemed to me to be the only remedy to re- 
cover us from our preſent diftempers, and to 
prevent the fatal conſequences of our diviſions. 
To this the Lieutenant-General anſwered, That, 
according to an agreement made between thera 
and Maj.-Gen. Lambert before. his departure, 
nothing could be done in that matter without 
mutual conſent. . And ſo we parted with as little 
ſatisfaction on either ſide as we brought with us. 
From them I went to the council of officers, 
who were then aſſembled; and was much fur- 
priſed to find them debating, whether a new 
parliament ſhould be called? and ready to go to 
the queſtion ; which I doubted not would paſs 
in the affirmative, having obſerved that it met 
with little oppofition, except from Col. Rich, 
And though I had but little hope to obſtruct — 
deſign, yet, that I might diſcharge my duty, I 
took the liberty to lay before them the injuſtice 
and vanity of ſuch a reſolution ; endeavouring 
to prove, that as they had no authority to war- 
rant them in that attempt, fo neither would it 
be of any advantage to the nation if it ſhould 
ſucceed. I defired them to conſider how great 
an enterprize they were about to ungertake, 
without any ſufficient authority to juſtify them 
in it; that they could not pretend to any from 
the parliament; and that it was as evident they 
Vor.1L Aa | had 
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had none from the nations, no not from'the 
military part- of them, the deputies from Scot- 
land and Ireland being not arrived, nor any 
from the army in the north of England ; that at 
leaſt one third part of the officers preſent were 
againſt their deſign; and that it ſeemed to me 
to be an unaccountable preſumption, for two 
thirds of about a fourth part of the army to un- 
dertake to put a period to the civil authority. I 
endeavoured to perſuade them, that the deſign 
was as vain and fooliſh as unwarrantable and 
unjuſt: for by this means they would utterly 
diſoblige the parliament, and all their friends, 
who were very numerous ; that Monk havin 
declared againſt them already, and the — 
number of their own body diſapproving the 
thing, it would come to paſs, that all things 
would be brought into a miſerable confuſion; 
and it may be the common enemy would find 
means to return, and utterly deſtroy the con- 
tending parties. But their reſolution being al- 
ready taken, in conſequence of the agreement 
they had made with the clergy and lawyers, we 
could obtain no more than a reſpite of the con- 
cluſion of this debate till the afternoon. - Going 
out of the council, I deſired Col. Deſborough, 
whoſe intereſt I knew to be very great with the 
reſt, that he would deſiſt from the farther pro- 
ſecution of this deſign ; repreſenting to him, as 
well as I could, the confuſions and miſthiefs 
that would inevitably enſue upon it. To which 
he anſwered, That the parliament: had deceived: 
them twice, and. that they were now reſolved to 
ut it out of their power to do it again. In the 
afternoon the debate was reaſſumed; and a mo- 
tion being made, that they would take the reſti- 
| tution 
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tution of the parliament into their conſideration, 
Col. Deſborough, to keep his word, did what 
he could to aſperſe the parliament; faying, That 
they had not performed any part of the promi- 
ſes that had been made for them before their firſt 
return to the houſe, having made no proviſion 
for the Lord Richard, as he called him; nor 
granted a ſatisfactory indemnity, but, by: the 
inſertion of divers oblique clauſes, had render- 
ed it abſolutely ineffectual; that they had taken 
no care to ſecure a liberty to tender conſciences, 
nor to provide for the public ſafety, by eſtabliſh- 
ing a ſelect ſenate; that they had manifeſted 
their unworthineſs, not only in theſe negatives, 
but had alſo poſitively. declared their intentions 
to ruin the army, by removing the principal of- 
ficers, and placing others in their commands 
who were of a different ſpirit and principles, 
and by drawing up one part of the army againſt 
the other, in order to deſtroy both. For which 
reaſons he declared his opinion to be, that to 
reinveſt thoſe with authority who were ſo mani⸗ 
feſtly unfit for that truſt, would prove the worſt 
of all the expedients that could be propoſed. 
To this diſcourſe I thought myſelf obliged to 
make ſome anſwer; and therefore took the free- 
dom to ſay, That the parliament, being men, 
were liable to paſſions, and ſubject to imper 
fections; but that it might be {aid without im- 
modeſty, that they had been chargeable with as 
few as any of their predeceſſors, and poſſibly 
fewer than thole that had pretended to ſucceed 
them ; that they were the only number of men 
that had any legal call to the ſupreme authori- 
ty; that God had eminently appeared for them, 
and e aſſiſted them to ſubdue all 
— 5 a thoſe 


280 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq; 
thoſe that had oppoſed them both at home and 
abroad; that they had been ſo frugal of the pu- 
blic purſe, that, upon the firſt interruption by 
Cromwel, a vaſt fum was found in the treaſury, 
though their armies and fleets had been fully 
paid, and their magazines plentifully furniſhed 
with naval ſtores. How theſe advantages had 
been improved by thoſe that had: uſurped their 
authority, was well known; and how the ar- 
mies and fleets had been paid, they themſelves 
were the beſt jadges. At the return of the par- 
liament to the exerciſe of their authority, in the 
place of thoſe vaſt ſums they had left in the pu- 
blic coffers, they found a debt of 2,400,000 1, 
contracted by thoſe who had taken upon them 
the management of affairs. I deſired them to 
obferve, how unjaſtly the parliament was accus 
ſed of breaking their promiſes, who had pro- 
miſed nothing; that ſome of us indeed, as pri- 
vate men, had engaged to promote certain 
things in the houſe, at the requeſt of ſome off 
eers of the army; but, at the fame time, we ac- 
quainted them, that we could not anſwer for 
any thing, except our own ſincere endeavouie 
in that affair. And yet I appealed. to them- 
ſelves, if the parliament had not done thoſe 
things in which we had promiſed our endeas 
vours; having undertaken to pay more than 
39,000 J. for Mr. Richard Cromwel, whereby 
he would be left in the clear poſſeſſion of about 
8000 I. a-year, befides woods, plate, jewels, 
and other things of value; having paſſed that 
very clauſe for liberty of conſcience, which had 
been brought in by the officers themſetves in 
their addreſs; and having indemnified the ſol- 
diery in as full and ample manner as could be 
deſired, 
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deſired, with reſpect to their paſt actions, not 
only military but civil alſo; with this only re- 
ſervation, That the parliament might if they 
ſhould find cauſe, call to account ſuch as had 
received bribes and exorbitant ſalaries ; which 
was only deſigned as a check upon thoſe who 
had been, and ſtill were enemies to the com- 
monwealth. As to what related to the chief of- 
ficers of the army, I told them it had been made 

ood to a tittle; for they had continued Lt-Gen. 

leetwood to be Commander in chief of all their 
forces in England and Scotland: but if it was 
their intention, that he ſhould be Commander 
in chief of the parliament alſo, I confeſſed my- 
ſelf perſuaded, that it never had entered into 
the head of any of thoſe perſons before men- 
tioned to engage for that; and therefore what 
the parliament did in cauſing him and the reſt 
of the officers to take their commiſſions from 
them, and inſerting a clauſe in that of the Com- 
mander in chief, that it ſhould continue during 
this parliament, or till their farther order, was 
no way contrary to the promiſe of the faid'Gen- 
tlemen. Neither could it be a juft ground of 
exception to thoſe of the army, if their inten- 
tions were ſuch as they ought to be; for the 
parliament being imbarked in the . fame veſſel, 
would find it neceſſary, as well for their own . 
ſecurity as for that of the people, to leave the 
ford in faithful hands at the time of their dif- 
folution, which they had fixed by a vote of the 
houſe. And ſince they {till inſiſted upon their 
ſelect ſenate, I defired them to remember, that 
I had declared in the conference my opinion to 
be, That if ſuch a thing could be made uſe of 
for a time to preſerve our cauſe by an extraor- 

A a 3 dinary 
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dinary power, I thought I ſhould not be againſt 
it without better information; but if f de- 
ſigned thereby to erect a military power, in 
equal or ſuperior authority to the civil, I ſhould 
poſe it to the utmoſt of my ability: and had 
farther added, that I was fully perſuaded 1 
therein delivered the ſenſe and intentions of the 
greateſt part of the parliament. To this they 
could make no reply, being conſcious of the 
truth of what I ſaid: but having made an agree- 
ment with the clergy,” as I ſaid before, that uſed 
to meet at the Savoy, they reſolved to purſue it; 
and concluded, that, conſidering the preſent po- 
ſture of affairs, a new parliament ſhould be cal- 
led, as the moſt probable means to reconcile all 
differences. They agreed alſo with the Mini- 
ſters, that their maintenance by tithes ſhould 
not be taken away, till another revenue as am- 
ple and certain ſhould be ſettled upon them; 
that ſome proviſions ſhould be made for thoſe 
who differed in faith and worſhip from the eſta- 
bliſhed church; but that the Quakers, and ſome 
others, whoſe principles, they ſaid, tended to 
the deſtruction of the civil ſociety, ſhould not 
be tolerated at all. 
Whilſt the army was thus employed, the par- 
liament-party was not wanting to promote their 
intereſt ; and to that end formed a deſign to get 
the Tower into their hands. Col. Fitz, who 
who was then Lieutenant of the place, had con- 
ſented that Col. Okey, with 300 men, ſhould 
lie diſperſed about the Tower, prepared for the 
enterprize; promiſing, that, on a certain day, 
he would cauſe the gates to be opened early in 
the morning, to let him paſs in his coach; which 
opportunity Col. * with his men taking, 
might 


— 
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nft might eaſily ſeize the guards, and poſſeſs himſelf 
de- of the place. And their attempt might have 

in ſucceeded, bad it not, by I know not what acei- 
ald dent, been diſcovered: to the Lord Mayor; who 


informed the army of it the night before it was 
to be put in execution. Whereupon Col. Deſ- 
borough, with ſome forces, was ſent thither ; 
who changed the guards, ſeized; the Lieutenant 
of the Tower, -and left Col. Miller to command 
there till farther order. Another party appear- 


{ed ed for the parliament, in Wiltſhire,, under; the 
it; command of Maj, Croke ; who having told di- 
po- vers of my friends in that county, that the prin- 


cipal reaſons of his diſſatisfact ion with the pro- 
ceedings of the army had been taken from what 
I had faid in the late council of officers, he pre- 
vailed with divers of them to ſide with him; and 


am- W fo marched towards Portſmouth, - in order to 
m; join Sir Arthur Haflerig and Col. Morley, who 
zoſe W had already poſſeſſed themſelves. of that place, 


and declared for the reſtitution of the parliament. 
About the ſame time Hurſt caſtle was ſecured for 
the parliament z whereby the communication of 
thoſe in the Iſle of Wight with England being 

rendered very difficult, they declared for the par- 


par- liament alſo. The fleet began to incline to the 
heir W fame counſels; and diſpatched a meſſenger to 
get Sir Arthur Haſlerig at Portſmouth, to aſſure him 
who W they would do nothing in oppoſition. to them. 
con- In this conjuncture, the parliament-party reſol- 
ould ved to ſend Col. Walton, who was one of them, 


to communicate the preſent ſtate of affairs to 


day, Col. Monk, and to adviſe him what meaſures he 
y in ſhould take, A 
hich In the mean time the Wallingford-houſe par- 
ing, , as i infatuated by a ſuperior, power to pro- 


cure 
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eure their own deſtruction, continued obſtinate- 
ly to oppoſe the parliament, and fixed in theiy 
reſolution to call another. On the other fide, } 
was ſorry to find moſt of the parliament- men as 
Riff, in requiring an abſolute ſubmiſſion to their 
authority, as if no differences had happened a- 
mongſt us, nor the privileges of parliament ever 
been violated ; peremptorily infiſting upon the 
entire ſubjection of the army, and refuſing to 
hearken to any terms of accommodation, though 
the neceſſity of affairs ſeemed to demand it, if 
we would preſerve our cauſe from ruin. There- 
fore, though I had reſolved to depart with all 
convenient ſpeed to my charge in Ireland, yet l 
was induced to defer my journey for ſome time, 
at the folicitation of my friends, who perſuaded 
themſelves that I might have intereſt enough 
with both parties to procure an accommodation 
between them. To that end, I took all occa- 
fions to moderate the ſpirits of the members of 
arliament. And that 1 might not render myſelf 
ſuſpected to the officers, I continued to frequent 
their councils; which I was the more willing to 
do, becauſe the Iriſh brigade that was with Col. 
Lambert had fignified to the council of officers, 
that they had choſen me, with Lt-Col. Walker, 
and two Gentlemen more whoſe names I cannot 
recolle, to repreſent them at their meetings. 
At this time Col. Lockhart, Governor of Dun- 
kirk, finding his work at an end abroad, by the 
ooneluſion of a peace between the crowns of 
France and Spain, returned to England; and 
coming to wait on Sir Henry Vane one day at 
his houſe, it was my fortune to be there at the 
ſame time. In the converſation we had, he ve- 


ry much lamented the diviſions that were among 
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vs; affirming, that if they had not proved an 
obſtruction to him in his negotiations, we might 
have had what terms we could have afked either 
from France or Spain. 

The army having refolved, as I faid e 
to call a new parliament, and many difficulties 
ariſing amongſt them touching that matter; they 
referred the confideration of it to their commit- 
tee of ſafety; who, having ſpent ſome time in 
the debate, reported as their opinion to'the'coun- 
cil of officers, That the define way to be taken for 
ſummoning a parliament, would be to act there- 
in according to ancient cuſtom, directing only 
ſome few qualifications to be obiorved as well in 
the electors as in the perſons to be elected. 
Which when J perceived, and that no rules for 
qualifications could be given and execu- 
ted within the time appointed for the parliament 
to meet, and that the deſign of the army tended 
manifeſtly to have ſuch a parliament as would 
permit the men of the ſword to-poſſels them- 
ſelves of the ſupreme authority; or if they ſhould 
refuſe to be brought to that, then; being a'creas 
tore of the army, they ſhould be diſmiſſed with 
corn, and the reſumed by the military 
men: for the prevention of theſe miſchiefs, I 
propoſed to the council of officers, that the ef> 
ſentials of our cauſe might be clearly tated; — 
declared inviolable by any authority w 
and that in caſe any difference ſhould: — 
ariſe between the parliament and the army touch» 
ing thoſe particulars or any of them, a certain 
number of — of known integrity might be 
appointed by this council finally to determine 
the matter. The council having without muck. 
difficulty to this propoſition, I preſumed 
to proceed farther; and being fully FO 
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that if ſuch a power were conferred upon honeſ} 
and diſintereſted perſons, it would give more 
Gtisfaftion to good men, and better provide 
for the public ſafety, than. to have the final deci. 


ſion of all things left to a mercenary army, I 
ventured to give in a liſt of one and twenty 


ſons for that ſervice, who ſhould be called En. 
fervators of liberty. Then ve went upon the 
debate of ſuch particulars as ſhould be referred 10 
their cogniſance and judgment; which were 48 
followeth : | 
1. That the government ſhould not be alter- 
ed from a commonwealth, by ſetting up a King, 
ſingle perſon, or houſe of Peers. 

2. That liberty of conſcience ſnould not be 
violated, 

3. That the army ſhould not be diminiſhed, 
their conduct altered, nor their pay leſſened 
without the conſent of the major uy of the 
conſervators. 

Having proceeded thus far, it was reſolved to 
put the names of the perſons contained in the 
liſt, to the vote of the council for their approba- 
tion; Which was done in this manner. Every 
one of the council having received two ſmall pie- 
ces of paper; in one of which was written an N 
for the negative, and in the other an A for the 
affirniativez when the candidate's. name was 
| propoſed, every man put which of thoſe he pleas 

ſed into a hat; which done, the papers were u- 
ken out; and being found to agree for number 
with the perſons there preſent, if the greater 
number of papers were marked with the letter 
A, then the perſon propoſed was accounted. to 


be choſen ; otherwiſe, to be omitted. I had con 
ne it «fo, x a the names a the iſt ſe ven ot 
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eſt Wl eight perſons of the liſt were officers of their own 
ore party, except Maj. Salloway and Sir Henry Vane; 
ide Wl by which means chiefly it came to paſs that the 
> Ct. two laſt paſſed without oppoſition. But then 


ad- ¶ they made a breach upon the order; and having 


er · ¶ put my name to the queſtion againſt my will, I 


en- was approved. Which when they had done, 


the Wl Lt-Gen. Fleetwood propoſed Col. Titchburn, 
110 one who had lately moved to ſet up Richard 
Cromwel again; and after him the Lord Wari- 
ſton, who had publicly declared againſt liberty 
of conſcience ; with Mr. Strickland, Sir Gilbert 
Pickering, and two or three more, all of their 
faction; and procured them to be choſen, in 
the room of Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr, Wallop, 
Col. Walton, Col. Morley, Mr. Henry Nevil, 
and Col. Monk, who were next in order upon 
the liſt, and with whom I deſigned to balance 
the Wallingford-houſe party. But, by putting 


they deſigned nothing leſs than to draw the 
ſhould doubt of their: intentions, they gave an 
conſiderable officer in the army; becauſe they 
ſuſpected him not to favour their arbitrary de- 


ended only to carry on a faction, and to govern 


o give in my billet upon the names of the ſix or 


ompleted their number; and, in the next pu- 


the 


% 
* 


in theſe creatures in their places, it was evident 
whole power into their own hands: and leſt we 
excluſion to Col. Rich, though preſent, and a 
igns. Here my patienee began to leave me; 
and I told them openly, that, ſeeing they in- 


he nation by the ſword, I reſolved to have no 
ore to do with them, and thereupon refuſed / 


* 


even perſons that were laſt propoſed. But they 


lic intelligence, cauſed the names of thoſe one 


ad twenty perſons whom they had elected to be 
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che conſervators of liberty, to be publiſhed tu 
the world, with notice of their reſolution to ſum- 
mon a new. parliament ; thinking thereby to 
pleaſe the people. But they were miftaken; for 
no man that loved his country, could approve 
of it. And the cavalier-party conceived ſuch 
hopes of their own affairs, that they grew impa- 
tient of any farther delays, and deſigned the de. 
ſtruction of the army by open force. To that 
end, divers of their party who had fled to partz 
beyond the ſeas, returned ſecretly to London, 
and entered into the confederacy. The time of 
putting their deſign in execution was agreed; and 
the places of rendezvous, being ten in number, 
all in and about the city, were appointed. But 
it happened again, that the army received infor- 
mation of the conſpiracy the evening before it 
ſhould have been executed; and being alarmed 
at the danger, they immediately ſent divers par- 
ties of horſe and foot to take poſſeſſion of thok 
places which were appointed by the enemy for 
their drawing together; by which means they 
ſeized ſome of them, who at twelve o'clock the 
ſame night were already come together com 
pleatly armed on a part of the Temple near the 
water-ſide. Others of rhe fame company got 6 
ver the walls, and eſcaped in boats. They tool 
alfo, at an inn in London, thirty horſes with fad- 
dies and holſters, and as many men ready to 
mount them. Many more of the confpirator 
were taken at the ſeveral places of rendes vous 
where the army had placed their guards ; and 
ſome of them confeſſed, that the officer who 
commanded the party that was placed neat 
Paul's church, had promiſed to join with them 


which was not improbable, he being one 
tho 
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thoſe who, having never engaged in our cauſe, - 
was advanced by Oliver Cromwel as his crea- 
ture, and ſent to Dunkirk; from whence he had 
been lately recalled by the army, whoſe ambi- 
tion he had thoroughly ſeconded by his votes in 
the council of officers. And though this ſtorm 
was, by the vigilance and care of the army, pret- 
ty well diſperſed ; yet their inſolent and arbitra- 
ry actions gave birth to other clouds that threat- 
ened them with ruin more than the former. 
For ſoon after, the officers that commanded the 
fleet, publiſhed a declaration againſt the arbitra- 
ry proceedings of the Wallingford-houſe party, 
rohearſing the particulars for which they had en- 
gaged in the public ſervice, and declaring their 
teſolution to continue faithful to thoſe engage- 
ments. This declaration came out ſomewhat 
earlier than was intended, by reaſon of the arri- 
val of Col. Okey and Mr. Scot in the fleet; who 
were obliged to go thither for protection from 
the power of the army; the former being known 
to have had the principal ſhare in the deſign of 
ſizing the Tower for the parliament. The o- 
ther was not only ſuſpected to have been con- 
cerned in that affair, but alſo to keep correſpon- 
dence with the Generals at Portſmouth, and with 
Col. Monk in Scotland. The army hoping to 
quiet the fleet with fair words and large promi- 
les, diſpatched Col. Barrow to them; ſuppoſing 
him to be a proper perſon to be employed to lay 
them aſleep, becauſe they knew he had the good 
opinion of Vice-Adm. Lawſon : and indeed not 
undeſervedly; for he was a man of probity; 
and though he had been in ſome meaſure ſedu- 
ced by their ſubtleties, yet he was not a confi- 
dent of their junto. But the Vice-Admiral was 
Vol. II. B b too 
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too well acquainted with the pernicious deſigns 
of the army, to be cajoled into a retractation of 
What he had done. 
The cavalier- party about London finding 
themſelves diſappointed in their deſign of de- 
ſtroying the army by an inſurrection, attempted 
to do it another way; and to that end encours- 
ged the apprentices to meet in great multitudes, 
to petition the Aldermen and common council, 
that they would uſe their endeavours to procure 
a free parliament to be ſpeedily called; well 
knowing what the conſequence of that would 
be in the preſent conjuncture of affairs. Many 
men of the King's party, and of deſperate. for. 
tynes, intermixed themſelves with them ; and in- 
flamed them to ſuch a height of violence, that 
the army thought it neceſſary to ſend a regiment 
of foot to ſuppreſs them, under the command of 
Col. Hewetſon ; who, when he was come into 
the city, was affronted to his face, his men fired 
upon from the windows, and ſtones thrown on 
them from the tops of the houſes; and, as they 
.proceeded in their march, were fo preſſed by the 
multitude, that the ſoldiers, to preſerve them- 
ſelves from their violence, were obliged to fire 
upon them; and having killed three or four of 
their number, the reſt diſperſed themſelves! for 
that time. But tumults were now become fo 
frequent in the city, that the army-party found 
themſelves obliged to ſend conſiderable guards 
thither almoſt every day to ſuppreſs them ; one 
of which being commanded by Col. Deſborough, 
carried themſelves ſo roughly towards divers e- 
minent citizens, that they greatly diſguſted the 
whole city. The Aldermen and common coun- 
cil, not thinking it convenient openly to patro 
NI1ZC 
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nize theſe diſorders, agreed upon a paper to be 
preſented to the council of officers; wherein ha- 
ving diſowned the late tumults, they complained 
of the killing of their men, and of the guards: 
that were kept in the city; deſiring that they 
might be withdrawn, and the guard of the city 
left to the civil magiftrate, who could not o- 
therwiſe undertake to ſecure the peace; and that 
a free parliament might be forthwith called. 
This paper was brought to the council of offi- 
cers by divers members of the court of Alder- 
men and of the common council ; and, being 
read, it was reſolved by thoſe of the army, that, 
if the Aldermen and common council would de- 
clare againſt the family of the Stuarts, and pro- 
miſe to be true and faithful to the common- 
wealth, without a King, ſingle perſon, or houſe 
of Lords, they would withdraw their ſoldiers, 
and leave the city to be guarded by itſelf. . They 
acquainted: them alſo, that they had already re- 
ſolved to call a parliament; and, for the farther 
ſatisfaction of the Aldermen and common coun- 
eil, they appointed ſix of their own number, 
whereof they conſtrained! me to be one, to con- 
fer with them touching the reaſons of theſe re- 
ſolutions, - and of the late proceedings of the ar- 
my in the city. We met at Whitehall; and, 
after Col. Deſborough had ſpent ſome time in 
ſhewing the neceſlity of ſending part of the ar- 
my to Route the peace of the city, and had made 
large proteſtations of the army's friendſhip to 
them, I took the liberty to ſay, that thoſe who 
were members of the army could beſt inform 
them of their on intentions in the late pro- 
ceedings in the city, wherein I ſhould not inter- 
meddle : but having this opportunity, and be- 
N B b 2 ing 
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ing a wellwiſher to the commonwealth, I would 
take upon me to put them in mind, that we had 
all been engaged together in the defence of our 
rights and liberties againſt arbitrary power; that 
the city had been eminently inſtrumental in af- 
fiſting the parliament and army to carry on that 
weighty affair, whereby they had acquired ho- 
nour to themſelves, eſteem amongſt good men, 
and ſatisfaction in their own minds; but withal 
it ought to be conſidered, that by this they had 
highly incenſed and vehemently provoked the 
common enemy againſt them; who, though they 
might careſs them for the preſent, and make 
them the moſt ſolemn promiſes of future kind- 
neſs, would never forget the aid and ſupport 
they had afforded to the parliament during the 
whole courſe of the late war, but would cer- 
tainly take a time to be revenged on them to the 
utmoſt. . Wherefore I deſired them, as they ten- 
dered the peace of the nation, and the preſer- 
vation of their perſons and eſtates, that they 
would not ſuffer themſelves to be deluded by our 
common adverſaries, and ſeduced by fpecious 
pretences to promote that intereſt, which 
vailing, would not only render all the blood and 
. treaſure that had been ſpent in aſſerting our li- 
berties, of no uſe to us, but alſo force us under 
ſuch a yoke of ſervitude, that neither we nor our 
poſterity ſhould be able to bear. Divers of them 
ſeemed much ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, becauſe 
they had taken other reſolutions ; yet others, 
and particularly Alderman Fowke, expreſſed their 
approbation of what I had faid, and declared 
their reſolution to act accordingly, provided they 
might be aſſured not to be governed by an ar- 
my. In which I aſſured thera my judgment — 
| X curre 
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curred with them, which my actions ſnould al- 
ways demonſtrate. And as I did, upon all pu- 
blic occaſions, endeavour to perſuade our divi- 
ded parties to unite for their common ſafety; ſo 
I am not ſenſible that I neglected any private 
opportunity to bring about that end. There- 
fore, when I waited on Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
which frequently happened, I never failed to ex- 
hort him, during this unhappy breach, that he: 
would uſe his endeavours for the reſtitution of 
the parliament. . About which being one day 
ſomewhat earneſt with him, and having. ac- 
quainted him, that, finding my good offices be- 
tween the parliament-men and the army were- 
likely to prove ineffeCtual, I was reſolved to go 
to my ſtation in Ireland; his Lady overhearing- 
theſe laſt words from her chamber, and being. 
informed that I was alone with the Lieutenant- 
General, ſhe came into the room where we were,, 
and with tears began to lament the preſent con- 
dition of her huſband, who, ſhe ſaid, had been 
always unwilling to do any thing in oppoſition. 
to the parliament ; aſſuring me, that he was ut 
terly ignorant of the contrivance of the officers. 
at Derby, to petition the parliament in ſo inſo- 
lent a manner, and had not had any part in 
their proceedings upon it afterwards ; that, as- 
to herſelf, ſhe had always ſolicited him to com- 
ply in all things with the orders of the parlia- 

ment; and-that, fearing the conſequences of the: 
petition. from Derby, ſhe had taken. the original, 

and locked it up in her cabinet, where it ſtill 
was. She deſired me to defer my journey to 
Ireland, till differences ſhould be compoled be- 
tween the parliament and the army; ſaying, that 
ſhe. knew I had an intereſt in both, which ſhe. 
B b 3 hoped 
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hoped I would improve for the good of both, 
and not forget to do what good offices I could 
for her huſband, who, the faid, had always ex- 
preſſed a great Friendſhip for me. I confeſs * 
was moved with the diſcourſe of the — 
could have been contented to put off my jo 
for Ireland ſome time longer, if I had not clear- 
ly ſeen it impoſſible to adjuſt the differences be- 
tween our contending parties. For the army, 
inſtead of hearkening to an accommodation, 
had not only reſolved to call a new parliament, 
but alſo publiſhed a proclamation to appoint the 
day and place of their meeting. Beſides, I was 
under no ſmall apprehenſions that diſorders 
might ariſe amongft the officers in Ireland, 
which was my peculiar province ; and therefore 
I reſolved to haſten my departure, and acquaint- 
ed the Lieutenant-General that my reſolution 
was fixed; at which both he and his Lady ſeem- 
ed much troubled. The next morning I went 
with Sir Henry Vane and Maj. Salloway to the 
chamber of the horſe-puard at Whitehall, where 
the principal officers uſed to meet, in order to 
take leave of them, and to let them know how 
much we were diſſatisfied with the meaſures they 
had taken. But when we came there, we found 
them under great confuſion, by. reaſon of the 
certain information they had received, that the 
fleet had unanimouſly declared for the reſtitu- 
tion of the parliament. This news had wrought 
ſuch an alteration in them, that they expreſſed 
to us their readineſs to comply with the deſires 
of the fleet, ſo it might be done upon convent 
ent terms; and earneſtly importuned Sir Henry 
Vane, and Maj. Salloway, to go down to the 
fleet, with ſome of their party, to treat with the 
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commanders at ſea about the affair, Sir Henry 
Vane, who was always ready to promote the 
ſervice of the public, accepted the em | 
without any heſitation, though the weather ther 
was extreme ſharp, it being in the midſt of win- 
ter, and he. diſtempered with a great cold. To 
him were joined Maj. Salloway and Col. Salmon, 
with powers from the officers of the army to treat 
with thoſe of the fleet: where, aſter they had 
ſpent four or five days in that negotiation, they 
returned to make their report to thoſe who had 
deſired them to undertake that trouble; which; 
to the beſt of my remembrance, was to this e 
fect: That, at their firſt coming on board, Mr. 
Scot declined to ſpeak with them, and Col. Okey 
uſed them more roughly; but that, by the per- 
ſuaſions of Vice-Adm. Lawſon, they djd at laſt 
conſent to a conference; where they appeared 
very averſe to any propoſal of terms to be made 
with the parliament before their readmiſſion, in- 
ſiſting upon the abſolute ſubmiſſion of the arr 
to the anthority of the parliament, 

Another difficulty aroſe touching the commiſ- 
ſioners to be appointed by the fleet to treat with 
an equal number of the army, about the reſti- 
tution of the parliament. And the Vice-Admi- 
ral having propoſed Sir Henry Vane, Maj. Sal- 
loway, Mr. Scot, and himſelf, for that purpoſe, 
Mr. Scot excepted againſt Sir Henry Vane and 
Maj. Salloway, as perſons that had too far eſpou- 
ſed the intereſt of the army. But the prudence 
and moderation of Vice-Adm. Lawſon removed 
theſe obſtructions, and prevailed with Mr. Scot 
to comply. The officers of the army gave thanks 
to Sir Henry Vane, and the reſt of the commilſ- 
lioners, for their labour and good ſervice; which 
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made me conceive ſome hopes of a ſpeedy ac- 
commodation, ſince there now ſeemed little more 
remaining to be done by the army, but to no- 
minate their four commiſſioners, for which they 
took, time till the afternoon. But fo ripe-were 
| theſe men for deſtruction, and ſo abandoned of 
every reaſonable. thought, that they knew not 
how to make uſe of this opportunity; and, in- 
ſtead of naming perſons to treat about the reſti- 
tution of the parliament, they uſed all the arts 
imaginable to prevail with the council of officers 
to vote a new parliament to be called; wherein 
they ſucceeded ſo much, that one of the princi- 
of them told me in the afternoon, that he 
had altered his opinion, and was fully convin- 
ced that the reſtitution of the parliament was the 
very worſt remedy that could be applied to the 
diſtempers of the nation. After they had taken 
this reſolution, I reſolved upon my journey for 
Ireland with all expedition; and having made 
the neceſſary preparations for my departure, I 
went into the chamber where the council of offi- 
cers accuſtomed to meet, and there freely told 
them, that the meaſures they had reſolved to 
take, if purſued, would certainly bring ruin on 
themſelves, and poſſibly on the people of Eng- 
land. Hereupon Col. Deſborough took me a- 
ſide, and propoſed for an expedient, to make 
choice of ſixty perſons of the beſt and ableſt of 
the old parliament, to be the ſelect ſenate that 
ſhould have a negative upon, the repreſentative. 
To which I anſwered, That I hoped the mem- 
bers of the parliament aimed only at the pro- 
motion of the public good, and not at the ad- 
vancement of themſelves to places of power: 
but if that could be ſuppoſed to be the diſeaſe of 
Sf | any 
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any of them, yet the late experience they had of 
the uſeleſſneſs and vanity of the other houſe, who 
made themſelves only the objects of ſcorn and 
pity, would be ſufficient ro caution them againſt 
treading in their ſteps, and entering into a con- 
teſt and competition with thoſe that repreſent- 
ed the whole nation, without any other ſv 

port but that of the army, of whoſe unfaithful- 
neſs they had already made ſuch evident diſco- 
veries. The ſame day in the evening Lt-Col. 
Walker, whom I had deſired to go to Walling- 
ford-houſe, and to bring me an account of their 
laſt reſult before my departure, came to me with 
news that they had again changed their mea- 
ſures, and finally reſolved upon the reſtitution 
of the parliament; pretending for the reaſon of 
this great alteration, that Lt-Gen. Fleetwood 
had been extremely diſturbed in his mind 
the night before, in contemplation of the miſ- 
chiefs that were likely to enfue if they ſhould 
proceed upon their former reſolution. But moſt 
men believed, that the true reaſons of this ſudden 
change were taken from the ſubmiſſion of their 
forces that had been ſent to beſiege Portſmouth, 
to the Generals of the parliament, who had poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of that place; whereof they 
having received an account, began to defpair of 
ſubſiſting any longer in oppoſition to the parlia- 
ment, The manner of their deſerting the fer» 
vice of the army was thus. They generally 
thought the differences between the parties not 
ſufficiently important to warrant any actions of 
open hoſtility, eſpecially the horſe, who, in the 
abſence of the Colonel, were commanded - by 
Maj. Bremen, Major to Col. Rich's regiment. 
He having ſounded the inclinations of the ſol- 
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diers, and informed divers of them of their duty, 
gave advice of his proceedings to the Colonel; 
who, perceiving the officers of the fleet, and 
many of thoſe of the army, to deſire the return 
of the parliament, went down privately from 
London to his regiment. Being arrived before 
Portſmouth, and finding both horſe and foot 
prepared for his deſign, he gave notice of his 
intentions to Sir Arthur Haſlerig, and the reſt of 
the commanders in the place ; who having cauſed 
the gate to be opened, Col. Rich, - with the for- 
ces that had hitherto lain before the town as 
enemies, marched in, and joined themſelves to 
the parliament's Generals. The next morning 
after the news of this event was brought to 
London, the army-party ſummoned a council 
of officers, conſiſting not only of the ſtanding 
forces, but alſo of the city-militia, and propoſed 
to them an inſtrument to ſign, whereby they 
ſhould engage to ſtand by each other, notwith- 
ſtanding the return of the parliament. The of 
ficers ſeemed unwilling to ſubſcribe -the paper, 
and therefore it was not. peremptorily required; 
but being permitted to give their approbation 
by votes, they paſled it without many negatives. 
Whilſt this matter was under debate, letters 
were brought to Lt-Gen, Fleetwood; which af- 
ter he had read, he called me aſide, and ac- 
quainting me with the contents of them, he de- 
livered them to me, and deſired I would keep 
them private. The ſubſtance of them was, that 
a party of the army in Ireland had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the caſtle of Dublin, ſeized on 
Col. Jones, who. commanded in my abſence, ta- 
ken the commiſſioners. into cuſtody, and publiſn- 
ed a declaration for the parliament z of which a 
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copy was incloſed in the letters. Therein they 
declared the reaſons of their proceedings to be 
grounded on their deſires to relieve the nation 
from the government of the ſword, which they 
ſaw was endeavoured to be eſtabliſhed, not only 
in England, but alſo in Ireland, even by thoſe 
who had lately ſigned an addreſs to the parlia- 
ment, and ſent it over by their Commander in 
chief, as they were yet pleaſed to call me. 
They acknowledged the guilt of thoſe who had 
offered violence to the civil authority, and their 
own unworthineſs, ſo far as they might: have 
contributed to keep them from the exerciſe of 
their juſt power; promiſing to yield obedience 
to their commands for the future; and declaring 
their reſolution to join with the Generals at 
Portſmouth, Col. Monk, and Vice-Admiral 
Lawſon, in order to procure the reſtitution of 
the parliament. Having read this declaration, 
and finding it to agree with my ſenſe of the pu- 
blic affairs, and figned by my brother-in-law 
Col. Kempſon, with many others of known in- 
tegrity, I could not refuſe to give it my appro- 
bation. But when I had conſidered, that it was 
alſo ſubſcribed by Col. Theophilus Jones, who 
upon all occaſions had ſhewed himſelf a principal 
inſtrument of miſchief amongſt us, and by Col. 
Bridges and others, who had been very active 
to ſupport the uſurpation of the Cromwels, I be- 
came doubtful what judgment to make of it. 
However, having ſeen things brought to an iſ- 
ſue in England, I concluded it to be my duty to 
haſten to my charge in Ireland ; that if their in- 
tentions were juſt and honeſt, I might encou- 
rage and aſſiſt them; and if I ſhould find them 
otherwiſe inclined, that I might endeavour to 
reduce 
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reduce them to their duty. Therefore, having 
taken leave of my friends and relations, I de. 
parted from London: and being on my way to 
Cheſter, in order to imbark for Ireland, I re. 
ceived letters by a meſſenger ſent on purpoke 
from my brother Kempſon; by which I under. 
Nood, that the ſurpriſal of Dublin had been prin: 
<ipally contrived and carried on by Col. Bridges, 
Lt-Col. Warren, Maj. Warden, Maj. Warren, 
Capt. Joyner, and Col. Theophilus Jones; that 
the pretence of their meeting together at Dublin, 
was to petition for a general council of officers, Ml | 
that the ſenſe of the army there touching the 
public affairs might be fairly collected and te. 
preſented. Thoſe who had the immediate ma-! 

| 
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nagement of things in Ireland having refuſed to 

grant their requeſt, the officers above mentioned 
Teſolved to put their deſign in execution; and 
having gained the greateſt part of a foot-com-M © 
pany that was quartered in the armory near the 
iron gate of the caſtle, they ordered three of the U 
private ſoldiers who were beſt known to the f. 
ſentinel that was upon the guard, to deſire him d 
to open the gate, and to let them in to do ſome "' 
buſineſs which they pretended to have in the 
caſtle. But fo ſoon as the ſentinel had opened K. 
the gate, the three ſoldiers ſecured him; and, A1 
immediately after, the reſt of their confederates, 
with Maj. Warden at the head of them, ruſhed N 
in, and ſurpriſed the guard. Being thus poſſeſſed 
of the caſtle, they feized upon Col. John Jones; 
and ſent Maj. Warren to take into his cuſtodyſW n 
Mr. Corbet and Col. Thomlinſon, the other two m. 
commiſſioners; which he did as they were co 2 
ming from the church. My brother Kempſon 
was at this time in my lodgings in the _—_ 
an 
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and heard nothing of this action, till ſome of 
the principal perſons concerned came to him, 
and acquainted him with what had paſſed, de- 
ſiring him to join with them; which he thought 
fit to promiſe. Then they ſent to Sir Hardreſe 
Waller, giving him an account of their ſucceſs; 
and deſired his aſſiſtance, though he had not 
been made acquainted with their deſign. + My 
brother alſo informed me, that though he had 
contributed towards drawing up the declaration 
of this party to the beſt advantage he could for 
the public intereſt, yet he was ſo unſatisfied 
with the ſpirit and principles of theſe men, that 
he was very hardly perſuaded to ſign it. The 
horſe that were in the town, had for the moſt 
part joined with this party; but a company of 
foot of Col. Lawrence's regiment being got 
together upon this alarm, and ſolicited to de- 
clare with them for the parliament, made an- 
ſwer, That they knew not what parliament they 
meant; but that they were reſolved to be faith · 
ful to the parliament, and to me their Comman- 
der in chief. In theſe words molt of the forces 
in Ireland afterwards declared; and Sir Hardreſs 
Waller deſired my brother Kempſon to let me 
know, that he had carried his life in his hand, 
and hazarded all in this affair for my ſake. And 
that there might be no want of proteſtations, 
Maj. Warden' himſelf told my brother, that 
though I thought him a cavalier, yet I ſhould 
find him as faithful to the commonwealth as any 
man. Yet for all this my brother acquainted 
me, that he much doubted the fincerity of their 
intentions; and the rather, becauſe Sir Charles 
Coote had ſeized Galway, and turned out Col. 
Sadler the Governor of that place; that he had 
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impriſoned Maj. Ormiſby, an officer of courape 
and honeſty; and had drawn together a'conh. 
derable body both of horſe and foot, conſiſting Wl - 
chiefly of the Engliſh-Iriſh. Therefore he con- 
cluded, that I would loſe no time, but haſten'to Ill 
them with all poſſible expedition. Having re. WW 
ceived this account of the affairs of Ireland, and MI ! 
being perſuaded that Sir Arthur Haſlerig was like Wl 
to have a great influence upon the public coun. ill © 
ſels, I ſent him a copy of my letter; and ear- t 
neſtly deſired him to take care not to be ſeduced Ml 
by fair promiſes and ſpecious pretences, toi. 
ſtrengthen the hands of thoſe in whom he never ll C 
had found, nor was like to find any juſt grounds I 
of confidence. Before my departure from Che- U 
ſter, I made a viſit and took leave of Col. Cros d 
ton Governor of that place; who, as he had al- 
ways done, gave me all poſſible demonſtration Wl © 
of his affection to the commonwealth. - From ©: 
thence I went to Beaumaris ; where I found 2 1 
ſhip of war carrying about _ guns, com- 
manded by Capt. Aldworth. And though I had tb 
no order from any ſuperior powers, yet the Ca- 
ptain promiſed, if he could get out of the har: © 
bour, to ſet fail for Ireland the next morning. 
Which having done according to his promiſe, 
we caſt anchor the day after in the bay of Bul 
lock, over- againſt my houſe at Monckton. But 
not thinking it prudent to go aſhore till I. had 
farther informed myſelf of the ſtate of affairs, ! 
writ a letter to Sir Hardreſs Waller and the reſt 
of the officers, to acquaint them, that the par- 
liament being again reſtored to their authority, 
according to their defires expreſſed in their ad- 
dreſs and late declaration, wherein I concurred 
in judgment with them, I was come over 10 
join 
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join with them, and to afford them my aſliſt- 
ance to accompliſh thoſe things for which they 
had declared. This letter I ſent to them by 
our Deputy-advocate ; and when the boat went 
off, Capt. Aldworth cauſed his guns to be fi- 
red, which gave notice to thoſe at Dublin of 
my arrival, At the return of the boat, my 
brother Kempſon, accompanied by divers offi- 
cers, came on board; and informed -me, that 
the affairs of Ireland were in a much worſe con- 
dition than at the time he had written to me. 
in England, by reaſon of the prevalency of Sir 
Charles Coote, who, with one or two more, 
influenced the whoie council of officers as 
they pleaſed; and that all thoſe who had been 
diſplaced for debauchery or diſaffection, had 
joined with him; by which means divers offi- 
cers of known affection to the public had been 
obliged to quit their poſts, and yield their gar- 
riſons to his creatures: that Col. Brayfield, Go- 
vernor of Athlone, having refuſed to ſurrender 
that place to Sir Charles Coote, he had drawn 
his forces before it, and by tampering with ſame 
of the garriſon, and falſely affirming, that the 
Governor would deliver them up to him, he 
had prevailed with them to ſet open the gates of 
the caſtle, and to betray their Governor into his 
hands: that, upon this encouragement, he had 
marched to Dublin with a conſiderable body of 
horſe, amongſt whom he had diſtributed a great 
ſum of money to ſecure them to his intereſt : 
that the like ſucceſs had attended divers others 
of his aſſociates in ſeveral parts of that country 
particularly, that Col. Edmund Temple had poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Carlo, whereof Col, Pretty was 
Governor; that Capt. Liſle had diſpoſſeſſed Lt- 
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Col. Deſborough of Drogheda ; and that Maj, 
Wilſon had ſeized Limerick, whereof Col. Neb 
ſon had been made Governor by me; that Maj, 
Stanley, whom T had permitted, upon his re- 
queſt, to ſtay in the cizxadel of Clonmel, till his 
wife, who was ready to lie down, ſhould be 
brought to bed, had made uſe of the opportu- 
nity to poſſeſs himſelf of that place; that Col. 
Cooper, whom I had intruſted to command 
- ſome forces in the north, had fallen ſick 

the late change, and was ſince dead; and that 
his Lieutenant-Colonel had been ſeized by a 
party of his own ſoldiers, and brought priſoner 
to Dublin; where a ſum of money was given 
to them for that ſervice; and that Lt-Col, 
Fowke, with the aſſiſtance of the cavalier- party, 
had ſeized upon Youghall. My brother alſo in- 
formed me, that Sir Charles Coote, and thoſe 
who had ſeized the power into their hands, had 
prevailed with the council of officers to paſs a 
vote, not to receive me as Commander in chief, 
till. the pleaſure of the parliament ſhould be 
ſipnified to them; pretending me to be an ene- 


my to the parliament, and in the intereſt of the 


army. In the mean time, Col. Phair Governot 
of Cork, Col. Saunders Governor of Kinſale, 
Col. Richards Governor of Wexford, and Lt- 
Col. Arnop Governor of Innifſkillin, had decla- 


red for the parliament, but refuſed to obey the 


orders of thoſe at Dublin. In this: confuſion 
were the affairs of Ireland; two parties con- 
tending, and accounting each other enemies, 
and yet both declaring for the parliament. Ha- 
ving received this information, and being fully 
convinced of the ill intentions of this party, 
however they ſought to diſguiſe their ung 
25 0 . er 
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der the ſpecious pretext of affection to the par- 
llament; ſince I could not do what I deſited for 
the public ſervice, yet I reſolved to endeavour 
to act as I ought, in the diſcharge of that truſt” 
which the patliament had repoſed in me. And 
to that end, I writ letters; and directed them 
to the commanders of garriſons; and to the of- 
ficers of regiments, of whofe fidelity I had the 
beſt aſſurance; acquainting them with the re- 
turn of the parliament to the exerciſe of their 
authority; aſſuring them of my conſtant affecti- 
ons to the parliament, and my reſolution to ad- 
here to them; requiring the commanders and 
officers of the reſpective garriſons and regi- 
ments, as they valid! the eat of God and 
their country, to continue faithful to the parlia- 
ment, and to withdraw from thoſe, who, un- 
der pretence of declaring for the parliament, 
had uſurped the power; which they deſigned to 
uſe for their deſtruction, and for the re-efiabliſh- 
ment of arbitrary power amongſt us. Therein 
I alſo ordered them to draw into conſiderable 
bodies if poſſible, and to defend themſelves a- 
gainſt thoſe who ſhould adventure to attack 
Heck and if they ſhould be overpowered, to 
draw toward; Munſter, where I would endea- 
vour, with what for& I could get together, to 
give them my aſſiſtance; promiſing to juſtify 
them in their refuſal to obey any of thoſe who 
derived not their authority. from the parliament 
or me, Theſe letters I put into the hands of 
one Mildmay, who had accompanied my bro- 
ther Kempſon to me, with orders to deliver 
them as they were directed; which he promiĩ- 
ſed faithfully to perform. The next morning 
one of my ſervants, whom I Had ſent to buy 
Cc 3 ſome 
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ſome proviſions for us, returned on board, and 
informed me, that as ſoon as thoſe at Dublin 
had received notice of my arrival, they ſent a 
party of horſe to my houſe, with orders to ſeize 
me; who not finding me there, had marched MW * 
towards the ſea - ſide, where they lay privately, 
in hopes to ſurpriſe me at my landing. Not- 
withſtanding which, our boat, being well man- 
ned and armed, came back ſafe to the ſhip with Wl | 
ſome proviſions, The next day we ſaw a veſſel Wl | 
coming from England; which proving to be the Wl 
packet-boat, I opened the mail, and found 
therein more plainly what I ſuſpected before; Ml a 
eſpecially in one of the letters to Col. Theophi- 
lus Jones, wherein ſome mention being made t 
of the affairs of Charles Stuart, it was thus cor- p 
rected, © But no more of that till the next ſum» IM ji 
« mer.” This letter, with ſome others, I kept; ft 
and, permitted the maſter of the packet-boat to I ir 
carry the reſt to the town. About noon, Capt, Wl fe 
Lucas came to me on board, with an anſwer to tt 
the letter I had ſent the day before to the officers IM al 
at Dublin; wherein they expreſſed great joy for IM ot 
the reſtitution of the parliament, and acquaint» 
ed me with the reſolution of their council of offt- 
cers concerning me, on ſuſpicion that I had ta- 
ken part with the army againſt the parliament, 
They alſo informed me, that they had diſpatch» 
ed a meſſage to the parliament's Generals, for 
orders from them, or the parliament, for their 
future conduct; deſiring, in the mean time, 
that I would, for avoiding inconveniences, re- 
tire into England; proteſting themſelves ready 
to obey me as their Commander in chief, ſo 
ſoon as the pleaſure of the parliament, or their 


Gegerals, ſhould be ſignified to that rage 
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This meſſenger gave me alſo the copy of a let · 
ter from Col. Monk to Col. John Jones, which, 
he ſaid, had been found amongſt the Colonel's 
papers at the time when he was ſeized z by 
which Monk endeavoured to perſuade him of 
his affection to the cauſe of the commonwealth, 
with a ſolemn profeſſion of his reſolution to be 
true and faithful to the parliament, and to o 
poſe to the death the ſetting up a King, Gngle 
perſon, or houſe of Lords. Capt. Lucas being 
ready to return to Dublin, I gave him my reply 
to the anſwer he brought me from the officers, 
appealing to their own conſciences for my ad- 
herence and affection to the parliament ; telling 
them, that the duty of my charge would not 
permit me to return to England in ſuch a con- 
»- MW juncture; that I had received my commiſſion 
t; from the parliament, and did not find that it 
to Wl injoined me to obey the commands of thoſe who 
t. for the moſt part had no commiſſions from them 
to that I was reſolved to proſecute, as far as I was 
rs Wl able, the ends of my commiſſion for the ſervice 
or Wl of the parliament, by whom I was intruſted ; 
it- W requiring them to forbear any oppoſition againſt 
R- me, as they would anſwer for the blood that 
a- might be ſhed in the diſpute. I acquainted 
it, W Capt. Lucas with the ſubſtance of my letter; 
h- who thereupon 8 that ſeeing I was con- 
or fident of my good intentions, and that both 
eir W myſelf and thoſe at Dublin aimed at the ſame 
ae, thing, I would go to them; and, by ſatisfying 
re- ¶ their ſcruples, adjuſt the differences between us. 
dy But I told him, that I was too well informed of 
ſol their principles and deſigns to put myſelf into 
eir their hands. Then, faid he, you do not 
e. L think us to be for the parliament?” Nom 
deed, 


re . 


$08 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, EA 
deed; faid 1: and it is moſt manifeſt to the, 
that the deſign of thoſe who now govern' the 
council of officers, though at preſent it be c- 
vered with pretences for the parliament, is to 
deſtroy both them and their friends, and t0 
bring in the ſon of the late King. > 4 
Perceiving the paſſage to Dublin to be barred 
againſt me, and being diſappointed of ſome far- 
er proviſions that I had ſent for; the enemy, 
for ſuch they had declared themſelves to'me, 
not permitting them to be brought on board, 1 
- reſolved to try if I could find reception from 
any other garriſon on the coaſt; hoping that the 
parliament would in a ſhort time take off the 
pretended objection againſt me, that I was an 
enemy to them; or if they ſhonld ſo far aban+ 
don the care of their own ſafety, to leave the 
power in the hands of theſe uſurpers, I ſhould 
yet have the ſatisfaction of having done all that 
I could to diſcharge the truſt they had placed in 
me. But before I departed from the bay of Du 
blin, I diſpatched a relation of my wife 0 
England by the packet-boat, with letters for the 
liament ; wherein I gave them the beſt ar- 
count I could of the ſtate of affairs in Ireland, 
and deſired their inſtructions how to govern m- 
ſelf in ſo nice a conjuncture; aſſuring” them, 
that as I had never been ſolicitous to procure the 
employment wherein their favour had placed 
me, ſo I could be well contented to withdraw 
from that public ſtation, if they ſhould think fit 
to recal me from it. To theſe letters J added 
others for Sir Arthur Haſlerig and Mr. Scot, with 
copies of ſome of the letters which I had inter: 
cepted coming from England for thoſe at Dus 
blin. Having diſpatched the packet: boat, * 
ia : 
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ſet fail for Duncannon, where I had placed one 
Capt. Skinner to command, in whom I had 
great confidence; and the next morning, about 
eight or nine of the clock, we were in view of 
the ſhore near Wexford. Being come within a 
league of Duncannon, and not knowing in 
whoſe hands that place might be in this ſtrange 
revolution of affairs, I ſent a meſſenger to Capt. 
Alland, whom I had made Governor of the fort 
at Paſſage, to be informed by him of their con- 
dition, The next morning our meſſenger re- 
turned, with the Captain, and two or three more; 
who acquainted me, that though no means had 
been left unattempted to procure the fort of 
Duncannon to be delivered to thoſe at Dublin, 
that Capt. Skinner had conſtantly refuſed to obey 
any orders not proceeding from the parliament 
or me. He alſo informed me, that Col. Ni- 
chards Governor of Wexford, Col. Phair Go+ 
vernor of Cork, and Col. Saunders Governor of 
Kinſale, had acted in the like manner; and 
that he had hopes that thoſe of Waterford would 
alſo declare for me, having promiſed ſo to do 
when I ſnould arrive. But that the perſon I had 
intruſted with the command of Kilkenny had 
been frigkted out of his government; and that 
Lt-Col. Hurd, who had been removed for his vi- 
tious life, and diſaffection to the public, was got 
into the place. Being informed of thele parti- 
culars, I landed the ſame day in the evening at 
Duncannon; where I was received with great 
demonſtrations of joy by Capt. Skinner the Gove 
vernor, and the garriſon, who at my arrivakt 
fired their guns round the fort, and were an- 
ſwered by thoſe from our ſhip of war that lay 


in the harbour; by which means thoſe of Wa- 
| terford 
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terford had notice of my landing. Doubting 
what the iſſue of things might be, I took a view 
of the place; and having perceived, that the 
garriſon was not ſufficiently provided either with 
men or proviſions, I took the beſt care I could 
for their ſupply. To this end, one of the offi- 
cers having engaged to bring in the greateſt part 
of a foot-company in the regiment of Col. Ste- 
phens, I ſent him out with orders to that pur- 
poſe. I diſpatched a meſſenger alſo to my te- 
nants at Bally-Magger, which lay not far from 
us, to deſire them to furniſh me with corn, beef, 
and other neceſſaries. I revictualled our men 
of war, whoſe proviſions were almoſt ſpent ; and 
borrowed divers ſums of money of my friends 
in the parts adjacent, which I knew to be of 
ſingular uſe in caſe of extremity. Having done 
this, I ſent letters to Col. Leigh, Governor of 
Waterford, and to the reſt of the officers there, 
acquainting them with the reſtitution of the par- 
liament, and with my arrival at Duncannon, in 
order to promote their ſervice; wherein I re- 
quired them to afford me their aſſiſtance. 1 
wrote letters alſo to Col. Puckle Governor of 
Roſs, to the ſame effect; and diſpatched others 
to Col. Richards, Col. Phair, and Col. Saunders, 
to encourage them to continue to act as they had 
hitherto done. From Waterford I had a civil 
return to my meſſage brought by ſome of their 
. officers, who came to make me a viſit ; but I 
could not get a poſitive anſwer from them to 
the contents of my letter. And I {till inſiſting, 
that they would declare themſelves, they ſent 
one Capt. Bolton, and three other perſons, to me, 
_ deſiring that I would ſatisfy them touching the 
objection that had been given out againd WY 

| - 
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That I was an enemy to the 33 which 
having done, as I might well, they departed in 
appearance well ſatisfied. In the mean time, 
Col. Temple, with ſome horſe, was ordered to 
block up the fort of Duncannon; and having 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the ways leading to it, one 
of his parties ſtopped ſome country- people that 
were bringing ſome black cattle for the uſe -of 
the garriſon ; which having perceived, I order- 
ed a party of foot, being altogether deſtitute of 
horſe, to go by a ſhort way, and to poſt them- 
ſelves in a paſs through which they were to re- 
turn. And though they came too late to reco- 
ver the cattle, yet they prevailed with divers of 
the party to come to me into the fort; where 
they aſſured me, that they had been brought be- 
fore us merely in obedience to their ſuperior of- 
cers, and were much troubled at the differences 
amongſt us. They acknowledged, that they had 
long ſerved under me, and were more willing to 
continue to do lo ſtill, than to ſerve under any o- 
ther perſon; and that, underſtanding that both 
the contending parties waited for the ſignification 
of the parliament's pleaſure concerning the public 
affairs, they promiſed to withdraw from the fort, 
and to come no more againſt us. By which it 
may farther appear how unwilling the forces on 
both ſides were to come to any open acts of ho- 
ſtility 3 it being not eaſy for men in an ordinary 
ſtation, unacquainted with public counſels, and 
of ordinary capacities, ſo ſoon to diſcern the way 
to their duty through the ſpecious pretences of 
each party, But the cabal at Dublin reſolving 
to carry on their-wicked deſign by force, if they 
could not do it by fraud, diſplaced by their own 
uſurped authority all the field-officers of the ar- 


my, 
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my, except Maj. Ed. Warren, with moſt of the 
other officers that the parliament had 'commiſ- 
ſionated, filling their places with the moſt vitious 
and diſaffected perſons they could find. Which 
having done; they cauſed a report to be publiſh- 
ed, that Sir Charles Coote, with a conſiderable 
force, would come to beſiege me in Duncannon 
whereby they obtained this advantage, that our 
enemies in Waterford were encouraged to ap. 
pear openly ; and our friends, uncertain ofsthe 
event, would not venture to declare themſelves, 
Beſides, Col. Leigh their Governor began now 
openly to ſide with thoſe at Dublin; either from 
his malice to me, for reproving him formerly for 
his zeal in ſupporting the uſurpation of Grom- 
wel; or from a ſelfiſh principle that was natural 
to him, of joining always with the riſing party; 
though, being an Anabaptiſt, he might have 
conſidered, that he was not likely to find much 
favour with the grandees at Dublin. 4 
The enemy, as had been before reported, 
drew down before Duncannon ; and Capt. Scot, 
fon to Mr. Scot a member of the parliament, 
whom 1 have had occaſion frequently to men- 
tion, - ſent a letter to inform me, that, being ap 
pointed by the. officers at Dublin to reduce the 
place to the obedience of the parliament, he was 
come thither to that purpoſe, Having read his 
letter, I wrote an anſwer to it, and communi: 
cated them both to the officers and ſoldiers of 
the garriſon. In my anſwer, I told him, that 
we were really for that, which they only pre? 
tended as a colour to worſe deſigns ; that I acted 
by the authority of the parliament, and ſhould 
endeayour faithfully to diſcharge my duty; re 
quiring them forthwith to depart, and return yp 
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the obedience of thoſe to whom they owed it, as 
they would anſwer the contrary to God and 
man. I deſired the Captain to communicate 
my anſwer to thoſe that were with him, as I 
aſſured him I had done his letter to the officers 
and ſoldiers of my garriſon. Whilſt theſe 
things were doing, Sir Charles Conte, Col. 
Theophilus Jones, and the reſt of the cabal at 
Dublin, ſeat one Capt. Campbell to Col. Monk, 
to acquaint him with the progreſs they had 
made. Upon which he cauſed the cannon at 
Berwick to be fired in teſtimony of his joy ; and 
ſent back the meſſenger to them with letters of 
thanks for their good ſervice; deſiring them not 
to reſtore the commiſſioners of the parliament, 
whom they had ſeized, to the exerciſe of their 
authority. But, as I afterwards underſtood by 
ſome of Coote's party, he mentioned nothing 
concerning me in his letters; not knowing, as 
I preſume, but that I might be in a condition ts 
retard, if not totally obſtruct his grand deſign; as 
probably I had done, with the bleſſing of God, 
if the parliament had not abandoned me, and 
their own intereſt at the ſame time, by the in- 
fluence of Monk's party in the houſe. The 
junto at Dublin being very deſirous to remove 
me from the poſt where I was, called a council 
of officers ; and having drawn up a letter to ju- 
ſtify their proceedings againſt me, they procu- 
red it to be ſigned, and ſent to me from the 
council, endeavouring therein to defame me with 
all poſſible malice; charging me with neglecting 
the duty of my employment in Ireland, when, 
upon the late interruption of the parliament, I 
had rather choſen to continue my journey to 
London, than to return to the diſcharge of my 
office ; accuſing me for divers paſſages in my 
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letters which they had intercepted. In one of 
which, having called Col. John Jones dear 
Frend, they would have it interpreted, that 1 
thereby approved his correſpondence with the 
Wallingford-houſe party: and, in another, ha- 
ving expreſſed my deſire to moderate things be. 
tween the parliament and the army, they impro- 
ved it to a very great crime, alledging, that men 
ought to obey, and not to capitulate with the 
parliament ; adding, that when I faw I could de 
no more in oppoſition to the parliament, I had 
refuſed to wait their fitting, and departed for 
Ireland a day or two before their reſtitution, 
where I had endeavoured to ſerve the army by 
my intereſt in the diſaffected party; that find- 
ing Dublin to be ſecured for the parliament by 
thoſe who obeyed their orders, and would o 
me as their Commander in chief if the parlia- 
ment thought fit to continue that power to me, 
I had not only refuſed to return to England till 
their pleaſure in that affair might be known, but 
alſo had endeavoured, by all hoſtile means, to 
get the power into my hands; at the ſame time 
neglecting my duty in parliament, which they 
aid I might have been doing, had not my mif: 
carriages rendered me incapable of that ho- 
nour. Having peruſed this letter, I thought my- 
ſelf obliged to anſwer it, as well to clear myſelf 
from theſe calumnies, as to prevent the effect it 
might otherwiſe have amongſt unwary men; 
which was eſpecially to be regarded in this con- 
juncture, becauſe they had taken care to print 
and diſperſe their libel againſt me. I told them 
in my anſwer, that they well knew, That, in m 
letters to Col. Jones, which they had intercepted, 
I had expreſſed my diſlike of his correſpondence 
with the army; though, having received civili- 
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ties from him, and becauſe he had his ſword in 
his hand, I thoyght it not imprudent to keep fair 
with him ; which was probably the reaſon why 
they themſelves were not more plainly dealt 
with by the parliament: that, notwithſtanding 
their pretences of obedience to the parliament, I 
wiſhed I might not ſee the day when they ſhould 
poſitively refuſe to obey their commands, to the 
deſtruction of their authority, and the advance- 
ment of a contrary intereſt; though, to ſerve 
the preſent turn, they now . blamed me for en- 
deavouring, in the midſt of the confuſion that 
the ambition of the army had brought upon us, 
to moderate things ſo, that their authority might 
have been reſtored, and the public cauſe preſer- 
ved from ruin: that the reaſons of my not re- 
turning to my command upon advice of the late - 
interruption, were, firſt, Becauſe I knew it to be 
the intereſt of the parliament and the army to 
unite, both being in a certain way to ruin if they 
did not ; and that therefore I was encouraged 
to attempt it : and, in the next place, Becauſe I 
had ſeen the letter which was ſent from the of- 
ficers at London to thoſe in Ireland, wherein 
they had declared that they had only obſtructed 
their ſitting for a while. Thirdly, I hoped, at 
my departure, I had left the affairs of Ireland in 
good hands ; and, at the worſt, I was perſua- 


ded it muſt of neceſſity follow the fate of Eng- 


land, Laſtly, I doubted not that, by fixing the 
Iriſh brigade, which was in England, to the in- 
tereſt of the parliament, I ſhould. contribute 


more to their ſervice, than by the beſt regula- 


tion that could be made of the forces in Ireland. 
That the cauſe of my laſt return to Ireland was 
taken from the knowledge I had of the perſons 
that had aſſumed the power into their hands, 

Ve. | and 
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and the duty that lay upon me to uſe the beſt of 
my endeavours to put a ſtop to thole malignant 
deſigns, which I had reaſon to believe their prin- 
eiples would lead them to carry on: That they 
muſt pardon me, if I followed not their advice of 
returning to England, when I was in the bay of 
Dublin, having it not in my inſtructions to obey 
them; and being as fully ſatisfied of their in- 
tentions to make uſe of their power, under pre- 
tence of ſerving the parliament, to undermine 
and deſtroy their friends, as I was that my own 
endeavours were directed wholly to their ſervice; 
and that it was my duty, as far as I could, to 
proſecute the ends of that commiſſion with 
which they had intruſted me. Before I had fent 
away this letrer, I received the aſtoniſhing news, 
that the parliament had ſent to the officers at 
Dublin an acknowledgment of their ſervice, in 
declaring for them. And, abouta week after, the 
ſid officers ſent a letter to be delivered to me, 
ſigned by William Lenthal, Speaker of the par- 
kament, to defire me, by their order, to attend 
the parliament, with an account of the affairs of 
Ireland, that, upon conſideration thereof, ſuch a 
courſe might be taken as might ſecure the 
dlic intereſt there. Letters to the ſame effect 
were written, as I was informed, to Col. John 
Jones, Col. Thomlinſon, and Mr. Miles Corbet, 
commiſſioners for the parliament in Ireland. By 
theſe letters I perceived, that the parliament was 
reduced to a diſnonourable compliance with thoſe 
who had got the aſcendant over them; and 
therefore having received their commands to at- 
tend them, I refolved to do it as foon as I could; 
hoping, by the account I ſhould give them, to a- 
waken their care, and, if they were not wholly 
| infatuated, 
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infatuated, perſuade them to make a timely pro- 
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viſion againſt the dangers that fo viſibly threat- 

ened them with ſudden deſtruction. The ene- 
my thought I would have ſurrendered the fort 
of Duncannon into their hands; and to that 
end uſed many arguments to induce me to it. 
But I refuſed to hearken to that propoſition ; 
and acquainted them, that the letters I had re- 
ceived, rather implied the contrary ; and that, if 
the parliament were as ſenſible as they ought to 
be of their intereſt, I doubted not that Duncan- 
non might prove a good landing-place for an ar- 
my from England, to reduce thoſe in Ireland to 
their obedience. In the mean time I had cau- 
ſed two or three veſſels to caſt anchor under the 
command of the caſtle, reſolving to make uſe 
of one of them for my tranſportation to Eng- 
land ; and finding a Dutch bottom, command- 
ed by a Frenchman, to be moſt convenient for 
my purpoſe, I agreed with the maſter of her for 
my voyage. Before I departed, Capt. Scot, 


Maj. Barrington, and ſome others of thoſe that 


had blocked us up, deſired to ſpeak with me; 
which I agreed to: and, amongſt other dif- 
courſe that deſerves not to be mentioned, ma- 
ny of them, and in particular Capt. Scot, though 
they had declared for the parliament, endeavour- 
ed to juſtify the attempt of Sir George Booth, re- 
viling Sir Arthur Haſlerig, and divers others who 
were members of the parliament. And being 
aſked, whether they would fight againſt Charles 
Stuart, if he ſhould appear at the head of an ar- 
my? they refuſed to explain themſelves in that 
particular. And yet theſe Gentlemen wonld be 
thought to be the only champions for the par- 
liament. Capt. Scot accompanied me to the 

| D d 3 water - ſide; 


water - ſide; where taking leaving of Capt. Skim 


fort to any perſon that ſhould not be authoriſed 
to receive it by the parliament or me, wherein 
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ner the Governor, and the reſt of the officers and 
ſoldiers of the garriſon, I commanded the Go- 
vernor, in his preſence, not to ſurrender the 


I doubted not he would have the aſſiſtance of 
the whole garriſon; which they unanimouſly 
promiſed. As ſoon as I was imbarked, Capt. 
Skinner cauſed all their cannon to be fired, to 


teſtify their reſpects to me; and the wind bei 
very fair, we immediately ſet ſail for England, 
The next morning we found ourſelves in view 


of the iſle of Lundy : and I would willingly have 
landed at Minehead ; but the ſeas went ſo high, 
that we were obliged to put in at Milford-comb; 
where having provided horſes for myſelf. and 


company, we went to Barnſtaple, and lay there 


that night. The day following we paſſed over 


Amore, which was covered with ſnow ; and 


with much difficulty arrived that night at Lay- 
ſtock; where I was informed, that Monk was 


come to London, and had brought the ſecluded 


members into the houſe : which report had pre- 
ceeded the action; for it was not yet done. But 
we were aſſured from better intelligence, that 
the parliament, upon conſideration of Sir Henry 


Vane's compliance with the army during the 
late interruption, had diſcharged him from be- 


ing a member, and commanded him to retire 


from London; and that having reproved Maj. 


Salloway for what he had done of the ſame na- 
ture, they had commitied him to the Tower du- 


ring the pleaſure of the houſe. We were alſo 
-informed, that they had granted time to. Lt- 
Gen. Fleetwood, Col. Sydenham, the Lord 


Commiſſioner 
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land, and Mr. Strickland, to clear themſelves 
touching their deportment in that affair. I was 
not a little diſturbed at this news; conceiving 
that the removal of ſuch eminent pillars of the 
houſe as ſome of theſe were, would put the 
whole fabric into apparent danger of ruin. But 
being always deſirous to think well of their pro- 
ceedings, I perſuaded myſelf, that theſe — ch 
were the reſult of the extraordinary zeal of ſome 
men, to vindicate the leaſt appearance of any 
breach that might be ſuppoſed to have been 
made upon the privileges of the parliament. ' As 
I was ſeriouſly reflecting on theſe particulars, one 
of my ſervants brought me the paper of public 
intelligence; wherein I not only perceived the 
former relation to be confirmed, but alſo found, 
that the parliament had received a charge: of 
high treaſon againſt me, Mr. Miles Corbet, Col. 
John Jones, and Col. Thomlinſon; preſented 
by Col. Bridges, Maj. Edward Warren, and 
Capt, Abel Warren, and ſubſcribed by Sir 
Charles Coote; of which though I had heard 
ſome flying report whilſt I was in Ireland, yet 
I could not ſuppoſe them ſo abandoned of all 
ſhame, as to purſue ſuch a deſign : but they had 
learned, that to calumniate abundantly, was the 
way to get ſomething to ſtick. And here I con- 
feſs, if I had entered upon the public ſervice on 
the account of my own private advantage, I 
ſhould have been totally diſcouraged, and per- 
haps have made the beſt proviſion I could for 
my own ſafety ; but being conſcious to myſelf 
that I had ated upon better principles, I con- 
cluded that the parliament, who knew my in- 
nocence, would not fail to do me juſtice againſt 
my 
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my malicious enemies. Thereupon I uſed all 
flible diligence in my journey, taking poſt. 
ſes to that end ; inſomuch that a who 
knew me, meeting me on the road, ſaid, that 
thoſe who were under an accuſation of high trea- 
ſon, were not accuſtomed to make ſuch haſte to 
preſent themſelves. Being arrived at London, 
I went not that day to the parliament, being in- 
formed that the houſe was riſing ; and becauſe! 
was deſirous to learn as much as I could con- 
cerning the ſtate of public affairs, to which! 
had been ſo long a ſtranger. The moſt remark- 
able tranſactions that had paſſed in my abſence, 
were theſe following : That Lt-Gen. Fleetwood, 
finding himſelf deſerted by moſt part of the ar- 
my, had ſent the keys of the parliament-houſe 
to the Speaker, with notice that the guards were 
withdrawn, and that the members liament 
might attend the diſcharge of their duty ; that 
Lt-Col. Miller, who was in poſſeſſion of the 
Tower, had ſent alſo to the Speaker, to acquaint 
him, that he and his garriſon were ready to re- 
ceive his orders; that the forces about the town 
had been muſtered in Lincoln's-Inn fields by 
Col. Alured and Col. Okey ; where, after they 
had declared for the parliament, they marched 
by the Speaker's houſe in Chancery-lane, and 
faluted him as their General as he ſtood at his 
door; that the Speaker had ſent Col. Brett and 
Col. Redmain, who had been diſcharged for 
their zeal to the uſurpation of Cromwel, to com- 
mand the Iriſh brigade; though it was well 
known that brigade was officered with ſuch 
as were fo zealous for the parliament, that they 
had refuſed to engage againſt Col. Monk, be- 


cauſe he had declared for them, and had wy 
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ed off entirely from the army of Col. Lambert; 
that Sir Arthur Haſlerig and the reſt of the oſſi- 

cers from Portſmouth coming into London by 
the bridge, had paſſed through the city, where 
they had been received with fo much ſeeming 
joy and loud acclamations, that Sir Arthur was 
obſerved in icular to be ſo elevated, that for 
ſome time he could ſcarce diſcern his friends 
from his enemies: whereof my wife had ſome 
experience; for ſhe going to give him ſome ac- 
count of me and of affairs in Ireland, found him 
much altered in his carriage to her, ſaying; 
That God and man having owned them, they 
muſt employ thofe that would own them. Te 
which ſhe replied, That he ſeemed to miſtake 
what the had ſaid, and aſſured him that ſhe was 
well informed, that as I had never ſolieited for 
public employment in better times, fo 1 was very 
remote from any ſuch thoughts in this condition 
of things. This height of Sir Arthur Haſlerig 
laſted but a few days: for though the clergy 
and lawyers, with other difaffefted perſons, had 
hitherto kept fair with him, and, in arance, 
reverenced him above all others, that by his a 
ſiſtance they might be able to prevail againſt the 
army, or Wallingford-houfe party; yet ſo ſoon as 
they were free from their fears, and underſtood 
their own ftrength, they refuſed to be any longer 
controlled by him, turning out of the houſe and 
out of the army whomfoever they pleaſed: 
which falſe meaſures taken by him, he began to 
perceive when there was no remedy left. Fif- 
teen hundred old officers were removed ſtom 
their commands in the army by the committee 


appointed for that purpoſe, and as many brought 
in to ſupply their places, who were for the moſt 


park 
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part either unknown to the ſoldiers, diſaffected to 
the cauſe, or ignorant of military affairs. The 
rules by which the committee for placing and 
diſplacing 'went by, were, as every man had 
been known to favour or oppoſe the army-party, 
without any conſideration of the reaſons that led 
them to the one or the other; which yet had 
been convenient, becauſe many had carried it 
fair to the army, only that they might be- the 
better enabled to make them ſenſible of their du- 
ty, and more eaſily prevail with them to return 
to the obedience of the parliament : and many 
had railed at and oppoſed the army, with no other 
deſign than thereby to neceſſitate both the par- 
liament and the army by their diſunion, and the 
confuſions that would naturally enſue thereupon, 
to return to their former ſervitude. 

In the mean time Monk, having left four re- 
giments in Scotland to ſecure that country, and 
divided his forces into two brigades, one of 
which he commanded himſelf, and Col. Morgan 
the other, began his march for England on the 
1ſt day of January; and on the 2d took his quar- 
ters at Wooller, where he received letters from 
the parliament. On the 5th he came to Mor- 
— and found there ſome perſons ſent to him 

y the common council of London, with ow 
to deſire him to ule his intereſt to call a free 
liament. The next day he entered Newc le; 
and thence: diſpatched one Gumble, whom he 
had entertained as his chaplain, with letters to 
the parliament and council of ſtate, wherein 
1 of duty and fidelity were not want- 

g. Divers lawyers of the parliament, with 
ſome others, gave a meeting to Monk's meſſen- 
ger at the Speaker's houſe; and ſeveral ce 
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did the like at the houſe of one Mr. Robinſon : 
at both which meetings Gumble was aſſured; 
that they and their parties would be favourable 
to Monk's deſign. Having in a few days dif 
patched the buſineſs he came about, he returned 
to his maſter, with an account of the ſucceſs of 
his negotiation, He found him at Mansfield in 
Nottinghamſhire ; and having acquainted him 
with the diviſions at London, and with the in- 
clinations of the city, Monk marched the next 
day to Nottingham; where he ſtaid ten days. 
In his march he removed many officers from 
their commands, placing in their room perſons 
of ruined fortunes or profligate lives; makin 
no diſtinction between thoſe that had continue 
in their obedience to the parliament, and thoſe 
who had declared againſt them. In particular, 
he diſcharged from their employments divers 
officers of our Iriſh brigade who had been the 
moſt zealous for ey the civil authority, and 
filled their places with ſuch as had been diſmiſ- 


ſed for their vitious lives or corrupt principles, 


Wherein his deportment was ſo viſible, that Col. 
Martin, in the parliament-houſe, reſembled him 
to one, that, being ſent for to make a ſuit of 
cloaths, brought with him a budget full of car- 
penters tools; and being told that ſuch things 
were not at all fit for the work he was deſired to 
do, anſwered, © It matters not; I will do your 
« work well enough; I warrant you.” Yet for 
all this the pretences for a commonwealth went 
never more high than at this time: for, beſides 


an injunction laid upon all commiſſionated offi- 
cers to engage to be true and faithful to the com- 
monwealth, the parliament appointed an oath, 
containing the abjuration of the family of the 

Stuarts, 
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Stuarts, to be taken by the members of the coun. 
cil of ſtate, before they might act therein. But 
none were more forward to publiſh their reſolu · 
tions of adhering to a commonwealth-govern- 
ment than Monk himſelf; who, in a letter to 
_ fame of his own countrymen of the weſtern 
parts, that had addreſſed him for the reſtitution 
of the ſecluded members, told them, That he 
could not do it; becauſe it was not only contra» 
ry to his own frequent declarations, but directly 
oppolite to the intereſt of a commonwealth, as 
well as to that of the army; a thing not to be 
done by him, or borne by them, being a total 
reverſing of all that had been done for the laſt MW : 
twelve years in England, Scotland, and Ireland; : 
and tending to charge the nation with all the 
blood that had been ſhed during that time. He WM i 
aid it would unſettle the poſſeſſion of deans, MI « 
chapters, delinquents, crown and rebels lands; Ne 
t 
b 
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and, in fine, if we ſhould ſuffer monarchy to re · 
turn amongſt us, after ſo long a fruition of a 
commonwealth, we ſhould be driven to a worſe 
condition than ever, and put paſt all hopes of 
appearing to defend our liberty any more. He 
adviſed them therefore to acquieſce in the autho- 
rity of the preſent parliament ; who, be aſſured 
them, were moſt ready to hearken to all reaſon- 
able propoſitions touching the good and happy 
ſettlement of the nation. And that this anſwer 
might be taken notice of by all men, he cauſed 
it to be printed and publiſhed. 
The parliament being willing to encourage 
him in the good reſolutions he profeſſed to have 
taken, ſent Mr. Thomas Scot and Mr. Luke Ro- 
binfon, members of the houſe, to be commiſſi- 
oners from them to him. Mr. Scot aß 
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long correſpondence with him; and, after the 
laſt interruption, had publiſhed ſome of his let- 
ters, wherein Monk declared his reſolution to 
live and die with the parliament, without a 
King, ſingle perſon, or houſe of Lords. Theſe 
two perſons were in appearance much courted 
by Monk, who pretended to be wholly directed 
by their advice. And when the commiſſioners 
for the city of London, or the Gentry of thoſe 
parts where he paſſed, applied themſelves to him 
for the reſtitution of the ſecluded members, he 
referred them to the judgment of the parliament; 
to whom, he ſaid, he was reſolved entirely to 
ſubmit. He alſo ſolicited Sir Arthur Haſflerig, 
and ſome others of the houſe, that the Sectarian 
party might be removed out of the army; ſend- 
ing a liſt of the names of all thoſe who had been 
continued in their employments by the army 
during the late interruption ; and pretending 
that a commonwealth could not poſlibly be eſta- 
bliſhed whilſt ſuch men were in power, What 
he did relating to the affairs of Ireland, was car- 
ried more covertly, and coloured with the name 
of Sir Charles Coote. And becauſe he knew L 
had ſome reputation with Sir Arthur Haſlerig, 
and the commonwealth-party of the houſe, he 
made uſe of Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, Mr. 
Weaver, Mr. Juſtice St. John's, Mr. Robert 
Reynolds, and ſome others, to obtain what he 
deſired in that matter. Theſe Gentlemen were 
informed, that the council of ſtate, notwith- 
ſtanding all the arts that had been uſed to calu- 
mniate me, had agreed upon a report to be made 
to the parliament, that Sir Hardreſs Waller, Lt- 
Col. Walker, and Maj. Godfrey, might be in- 
truſted, in conjunction with me, with the ma- 
Vol. II. 7-0-8 nagement 
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nagement of affairs in Ireland. They knew al- 
ſo, that the two laſt would be ready to do any 
honeſt thing that I ſhould adviſe : and there- 
fore, fearing leſt the parliament might agree 
with the council of ſtate upon the report, they 
procured the debate to be adjourned for three 
days; within which time they ſo ordered the 
matter, that Col. Bridges and the two Warrens 
Preſented to the parliament the charge of high 
treaſon againſt the commiſſioners and me, as I 
mentioned before. Whereof Monk's party in 
the houſe made ſuch advantage, as not only to 
refuſe their concurrence with the council of ſtate 
in their report concerning me, but alſo, by the 
help of the lawyers rhetoric, who were my pro- 
- feſſed adverſaries, on account of my endeavours 
to reform the practice of the law, paſſed a vote 
to require me to deliver the fort of Duncannon 
into the hands of the proſecutors; ſome of them 
moving, that in caſe of refuſal, I ſhould be de- 
clared a traitor, and ſent for in cuſtody. Which 
perhaps might have paſſed alſo, if Mr, Henry 
Nevil, who ſingly had the courage to defend 
me in that conjuncture, had not ſpoken in my 
behalf; deſiring them not to entertain a jealou- 
ſy of a faithful ſervant, upon informations un- 
proved, nor to do any thing to the prejudice of 
my reputation, till I ſhould be heard; when, he 
doubted not, I would make appear, that I had 
always endeavoured to promote their ſervice, 
But I was not the only perſon borne down by 
this torrent. Sir Arthur Haſlerig himſelf, having 

rted with Sir Henry Vane and Maj. Salloway, 
his moſt able and beſt friends, began to loſe 
ground, and all that he ſaid in the houſe or 
£lſewhere, to go for nothing. And though wy 
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could find out no colour to remove him, as they 
had done the other two; yet having already ren- 
dered him inſignificant in the parliament, they 
reſolved he ſhould have as little power in the ar- 
my. To that end, it was contrived that Monk 
ſhould write to the parliament, that, for their 
greater ſecurity, the forces that were in and a- 
bout London, amounting to about 7 or 8000 
horſe and foot, might be removed to a farther 
diſtance, to make room for thoſe that he had 
with him, preſuming to name to the parliament 
ſome particular regiments which he principally 
infiſted to have removed ; amongſt which Sir 
Arthur Haſlerig's regiment of horſe was one. 
And fo tame was the parliament grown, that 
rs though it was moſt vifible he deſigned their ruin; 
te yet, on his bare word, and empty proteſtations, 
\n they not only truſted him, but obeyed him as 
m their ſuperior, and ordered all that he deſired to 
e- be put in execution. Notwithſtanding this un- 
ch happy poſture of affairs, thinking it my duty to 
ry clear myſelf of the aſperſions caſt upon me, and 
add improve the ſmall intereſt I had left, for the 
ny ſervice of the public cauſe, I reſolved to take my 
u- place in parliament; and, in order thereunto, ' 
n. being accompanied by Mr. Henry Nevil, I at- 
of tended Sir Arthur Haſlerig at Whitehall; where 
he II gave him a ſhort account of my actions ſince I 
ad had laſt ſeen him, of my endeavours in Ireland 
-e, to ſerve the public, of the ſtate of affairs there, 
by Jof the principles and practices of thoſe that had 
aſſumed the power in that country, and of the 
readineſs of the ſoldiers and moſt of the officers 
oe in that army to have ſerved the parliament faith-' 
fully and uſefully, if they had been true to 
themſelves and their own intereſt, I alſo ac- 
ald | 0 E e 2 quainted 


L ee 


328 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſq, 


quainted him with the ſenſe I had of the late ſe- 
vere, if I might not ſay unjuſt, proceedings a- 
gainſt me; which ſeemed to me to be ſuch a re- 
quital of my faithful ſervices, that, if I expected 
my reward from men, I ſhould rather chuſe to 
ſerve the Great Turk. But that I might not be 
wanting to myſelf, and in order to juſtify my 
own innocence, if I could do no farther good, 
I had reſolved to go to the parliament-houſe the 
next morning; deſiring his advice, and that of 
Mr. Nevil, for my government when I ſhould 
come thither. Sir Arthur was unwilling to en- 
ter into any diſcourſe concerning what had late» 
ly paſſed, ſaying it was too late to recal things 
now; and then told us how his enemies thought 
to inſnare him, by Monk's motion to the par- 
liament for removing his regiment from Lon- 
don, thinking thereby to create a difference be- 
tween him and Monk; wherein he had diſap- 
pointed them, by deſiring their removal him- 
ſelf, contrary to their expectation; entering in- 
to a prolix commendation of Monk, and aſſu- 
ring us that he was a perſon on whoſe fidelity 
they might fafely rely. And, if I may be per- 
mitted to deliver my ſenſe touching this dif- 
courſe of Sir Arthur Haſlerig, I conjecture it 
proceeded partly from an apprehenſion that 
things were already gone ſo far, that he doubted 
whether he could put any ſtop to them; and 
partly from ſome ſparks of hope, that Monk could 
not be ſuch a devil to betray a truſt fo freely re- 
poſed in him. For he kept a conſtant corre- 
ſpondence with Sir Arthur; and in all his let» 
ters repeated the engagements of his fidelity ta 
the parliament, with expreſſions of the greateſt 
zeal for a commonwealth-government. . In the 

concluſion, 
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concluſion, it was agreed between us, that, when 
I came into the houfe, I ſhould fit as privately 
as I could, and obſerve the temper of the mem- 
bers, before I ſhould put them upon the conſi- 
deration of my affair. Accordingly I went to 
the houſe ; and though they had uſed me in the 
manner I have related, yet they treated me very 
civilly, ſome of them telling me in a jeſting 
way, that it was not ufual for men accufed of 
high treaſon to be ſo well received in that place. 
Having taken out a copy of the charge exhibited 
againſt the commiſſioners and me, I found the 
commiſſioners to be charged with altering their 
title during the late interruption, from cammiſ- 
ſioners of parliament, to commmiſſioners of the 
commonwealth ; and that they had ſent a ſhip of 
war to prevent any relief to, or correſpondence 
with the garriſon of Air in Scotland, who had 
declared for the parliament, Beſides which, 
Col. John Jones was accuſed for taking part with 
the army againſt the parliament, not only in 
the particulars aforeſaid, but alſo in his anſwer 
to the letter written by Monk to me, on ſuppo- 
ſition that I was then in Ireland, to invite me to 
a conjunction with him for the reſtitution of the 
parliament; and likewife for promoting a ſub- 
ſcription to the government of the army amongſt 
the officers in Ireland. As for me, I was char- 
ged with aſſiſting the army in England, and 
doing acts of bolſility by ſea and land againſt 
thoſe in Ireland who had declared for the par- 
liament. Whereupon I moved the houſe, that 
they would be pleaſed, according to their or- 
der, to hear me touching their affairs in Ireland, 
and to permit me to juſtify myſelf; which I did. 
the rather, that I might have an opportunity to 
abs Ee 3 | Procure 
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procure that miſchievous order for the ſurrender 
of Duncannon to be recalled, hoping that it had- 
not yet been put in execution. But all that I 
could obtain, was, to have a day appointed when 
I ſhould be heard. Mr. Miles Corbet, who ar- 
rived in England ſome days before me, was ſo 
terrified with the proceedings of the parliament 
againſt Sir Henry Vane and Maj. Salloway, to- 
gether with the name of a charge of high trea - 
ſon againſt himſelf, that he had never appeared 
publicly ſince his arrival, till, upon ſome diſ- 
courſe with me, he took courage, and went with 
me to the houſe, | 3 
In the mean time Monk was come to Barnet. 
And, being expected at London the next day, 
orders were iſſued out for the old regiments of 
the army to march from the town; which ſo 
diſguſted them, that many refuſed to march till, 
their arrears were paid. This mutiny began at 
Somerſet-houſe, where one whole regiment was 
quartered, who were joined by divers parties of 
the reſt. The Cavaliers and Preſbyterians of the 
city, hoping to improve this opportunity, invi- 
ted them to join with the city, as they termed 
their party there; promiſing them their whole 
arrears, conſtant pay, and a preſent gratuity ; gi- 

ving them ſome money in hand, as an carne 
of the reſt. The ſoldiers took their money ; but 
withal threatened them, that unleſs they depart- 
ed immediately, they would fire upon them, de- 
claring their reſolution to continue faithful to 
the parliament, Herevpon the council of ſtate, 
that they alſo might cut the graſs from under 
their own feet, ſent orders to Monk to haſten 
his march, and with all diligence to come to 
their relief. Theſe malecontents were very nu- 
5 hn merous, 
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merous, amounting to more than 2000 foot; 
and about the ſame number of horſe were ready 
to join with them. But no conſiderable. perſon- 
appearing at the head of them, their new oſſi - 
cers, who laboured the whole night to ſatisfy 
them, prevailed with them to march the next 
morning, upon promiſe that their arrears ſnould 
be paid at the next quarters. The following 
day Monk marched to London in the head of 
his party; which for the moſt part were quarter - 
ed about Whitehall, where lodgings had been 
provided for him. And immediately ſome mem- 
bers of parliament were ſent to congratulate his 
arrival. The ſame evening I met Vice-Adm. 
Lawſon at Sir Henry Mildmay's lodgings at 
Whitehall; and knowing him to be familiarly 
acquainted with Monk, I deſired. that we might 
make him a viſit together; which he readily; 
conſented to. We found him alone in the 
Prince's lodgings ; where, having congratulated , 
the ſucceſs of his attempt to reſtore the parlia- 
ment to the exerciſe of their authority, I took 
the freedom to tell him, that having an oppor- 
tunity put-into his hands to free theſe nations. 
from the danger of being oppreſſed, as they had 
lately been, by the power of the ſword, I hoped. 
he would improve it to the public advantage, 
by giving his aſſiſtance to the parliament in ſet- 
tling the government upon ſo juſt a foundation, 
that it might be ſupported for the future by the 
love and affections of the people. He anſwered, 
That as God had owned him in his work, ſo he 
deſired that he alone might have the glory; that, 
it was true factions had been carried on, but 
that he was fully reſolved to promote the inter- 
eſt of a commonwealth, Which r * 

: he when 
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when I had commended, and encouraged him 
as well as I could to continue, he ſaid, We muſt 
« live and die for and with a commonwealth,® 
Then 1 told him, that I had met lately with one 
Mr. Courtney; who faid he was his relation, 
and having drunk too much at the inn where ! 
lay in my way to London, boaſted that his cou- 
fin Monk would do great things for the King; 
but that, upon my objecting his public declara- 
tions and proteſtations to the contrary, he began 
ts doubt, and ſaid, that, his coufin being a man 
of honour, he feared he would be as good as his 
word. © Yea, (faid Monk), if there were no- 
„thing in it but that, I muſt make good my 
c word, and will too.“ I preſume, faid I, that 
the [anſwer you have lately publiſhed to your 
countrymens letter, hath given them all fatisfa- 
ction concerning you. He replied, That he ho- 
ped it had. Theſe and many other proteſtati-, 
ons of zeal to the common cauſe, with many 
profeſſions of friendſhip to ourſelves, we recei- 
ved from him at that time: wherewith Vice- 
Adm. Lawſon was fo ſatisfied, that he faid to 
me, after we had parted from him, that, ſince 
the Levite and the Prieſt had paſſed by and would. 
not help us, he hoped we had found a Samari- 
tan that would do it. | 
The parliament having notice of Monk's arri- 
val, ſent a meſſage to him by Mr. Scot and Mr, 
Robinſon, to defire his attendance at their houfe 
the next day. Whither being come, a chair 
was ordered for him: but he refuſed to fit ; con- 
tenting himſelf to ſtand behind it uncovered, 
laying his hand upon the chair. The Speaker, 
as he had been ordered, gave him the thanks of 
the houſe for the ſervice he had done, 1 
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him above all the worthies of former and later 
ages. To whoſe rhetoric he anſwered, That, as 
to what was done, he deſired God might have 
the glory, in that he had wrought deliveraimce 
by fo weak an inſtrument. After which he in- 
formed the houſe, that in his march many ap- 
plications had been made to him by all forts of 
perſons for a free parliament; and that he had 
acquainted them, that the end of his march be- 
ing to free the parliament from the power of 
thoſe who had impoſed on them, he doubted not 
they would take all poſſible care of the public 
Then he put them in mind of their re- 
ſolution to fill up the houſe; which he faid 
would tend much to the ſatisfaction of the nation. 
He deſired, that Fanatical perſons, as he called 
them, might be removed from places of truſt; 
and undertook to anfwer for the fidelity of thoſe 
who had aſſumed the power in Ireland; conclu- 
ding with profeſſions of the utmott zeal and faith» 
fulneſs to their ſervice. Thus he gave the par- 
liament good words; for which they heaped 
their favours upon him: they voted 1000 1. per 
annum to be ſettled on him. And, that nothing 
might be wanting to complete this fcene, Monk's 
wife took eſpecial care to treat the wives of the 
members that came to viſit her; running ber- 
ſelf to fetch the fweetmeats, and filling out wine 
for them; not forgetting to talk mightily of ſelf- 
denial, and how much it was upon her huſband's 
heart, that the government might be ſettled in 
the way of a commonwealth. . 
In the mean time, the ſecluded members had 
their meetings with thoſe of the ſame faction in 
the city. And ſome of thoſe that fat in parlia - 
ment, were earneſt promoters of their W 
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the houſe; of whom were Col. Laſcelles and 
Col. Richard Ingoldiby, who had been two of 
the King's judges. But the. perſon I moſt won- 
dered at, was Col. Hutchinfon, who having ex- 
ceeded moſt of the members of the high court 
of juſtice in zeal for putting the King to death, 
at this time acted a very different part; preſſing 
the houſe with an unbecoming importunity, to 
proceed againſt Sir Henry Vane, for not removing. 
into the country according to their order ; when. 
it was well known he was ſo much indiſpoſed, 
that he could not do it without the apparent ha- 
zard of his life. Many alarms were given to the 
parliament by their faithful friends, in printed 
diſcourſes, and otherwiſe ; whereby they were 
put in-mind, that the enemy's quarrel was not 
ſo much againſt perſons as things; and, as one 
termed it, not againſt Ludlow and Rich, but a- 
gainſt the cauſe itſelf, They were adviſed to ac- 
cept the aſſiſtance of their old ſervants, and to 
encourage them in their fidelity, as the only 
means to preſerve themſelves and the common- 
wealth from certain ruin, But they were deaf 
to all ſalutary counſel, and reſolved to finiſh the 
work with the new inſtruments which they had 
choſen, To that end, they proceeded on the 
bill for filling up the houſe; which by wiſe men 
was thought a moſt dangerous expedient in that 
conjuncture, unleſs Monk ſhould prove more ho- 
neſt than they could believe him to be. The ci - 
ty of London alſo took upon them in their com- 
mon council to receive petitions from the adja- 
cent counties touching the payment of taxes, and 
other public affairs; preſuming not only to call 
in the petitioners, and to give them thanks for 
their good affections; but allo paſſed a vote, 2 
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they would pay no taxes, but ſuch as ſhould be 
impoſed by a free parliament. 
The council of ſtate having received a parti. 
cular account of the proceedings in the city, 
ſent for Monk, to conf with him concerning 
the beſt means to put a ſtop to theſe diſorders. 
And ſome of them moving, that the common 
council ſhould be forbidden to ſit, ſome few of 
the moſt active ſeized, the gates of the city ta- 
ken down, the portcullices wedged, and the 
poſts with their chains pulled up; Monk ſaid, 
that if they did no more, that would ſerve for 
nothing, becauſe the damage might be ſoon re- 
paired. He added, that the diſaffection of the 
eity was ſo great, that they would never be 
quiet, till ſome of them were hanged; and that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary for the preſent to 
break in pieces their gates and portcullices, to 
burn their poſts, and to carry away their chains 
to the Tower; offering himſelf, if they would 
command theſe things to be done, to ſee their 
orders put in execution. Hereupon the council 
ordered him to march into the city with his for- 
ces early the next morning, before the occaſion 
of his coming amongſt them ſhould be known. 
Various reports were publiſhed touching the 
deſign of his march into the city, and many ſu- 
ſpected that he had already declared for the 
King. But when the houſe was met, the coun- 
cil of ſtate made their report to us, and inform- 
ed us of the unwarrantable proceedings of the 
common council, and of their own reſolutions 
and orders concerning them ; in the execution 
of which they aſſured us Monk had by that time 
made a conſiderable progreſs, having already 
pulled up the poſts with their chains, ho 
own 
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down the portcullices and the gates of the city; 
which he had begun'to cut in pieces, and ſeized 
ſome of the moſt active of the common council, 
The parliament having heard the report of the 
council of ſtate, approved what they had done; 
and ordered 501. to be given to Monk to defray 
the expence of his dinner that day, he having 
refuſed to dine at the charge of the city, though 
earneſtly importuned to it by divers citizens, 
All things going ſo well that morning, both in 
the army, and in the parliament, Sir Arthur Ha- 
flerig was again ſo elevated, that coming into 
the houſe in the afternoon, he broke out, in 
the preſence of divers members, into theſe ex- 

reſſions, All is our own, he will be honeſ. But 
it was not long before his wine was turned 
into water: for, as ſoon as the houſe was fat, a 
letter was preſented to the Speaker from Monk, 
the contents whereof made them eaſily perceive 
that his zeal to their ſervice began to cool. There- 
in he acquainted them with what he had done in 
proſecution of the orders he had received, and 
that he wanted tools and inſtruments to finiſh 
the work, having already ſpoiled all thoſe that 
he had brought with him to cut the gates and 
other defences of the city in pieces; that the 
Mayor and citizens had promiſed obedience to 
the parliament for the time to come: and there- 
fore he deſired they would reſpite the execution 
of what remained of his inſtructions; hoping, 

that what had been done would be a ſufficient ad 
monition to the city for their future good behavi- 
our. The parliament underſtanding the ten- 
dency of this letter, were highly offended with 
Monk for preſuming to neglect and diſpute their 


commands: and being reſolved to do as much 
as 
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as they could in this matter to preſerve their 
authority, they diſpatched a meſſage to him, 
requiring the exact performance of the or- 
ders he had received. Upon the receipt of theſe 
ſecond orders, Monk ſeemed much diſturbed; 
but yielded little or no obedience to them, and 
lay that night in the city. The day followin 
he returned with his forces to Whitehall; ane 
about two days after fent a letter to the houſe, 
directed to the Speaker, and ſubſcribed by him- 
ſelf and ſome of his officers ; wherein they com- 
plained, that the parliament had put them upon 
the late diſobliging work in the city, to render 
them odious to the citizens ; that they continued 
to favour the Fanatic party, by not proſecuting | 
thoſe that had acted with the army in the late 
committee of {afety, and by permitting Sir Hen- 
ry Vane and Col. Lambert to ſtay in town, con- 
trary to their own order for their removal; that 
they admitted men to fit with them in the houſe 
who lay under accuſations of high treaſon, 
(meaning Mr. Miles Corbet and me, though not 
naming us); that, on the contrary, they ſhewed 
a backwardneſs to repole any confidence in thoſe 
who were their trueſt friends; upbraiding them 
with refuſing to approve ſome officers that had 
been preſented to them, and delaying to grant 
commiſſions to others whom they had appro- 
ved. They alſo reflected upon the parliament, 
for not making proviſion for the army, nor 
minding the / ar work; putting them in mind 
of the vote for their diſſolution in May follow- 
ing; and adding ſome threatening expreſſions, 
in caſe they ſhould not iſſue out writs for filling 
up the parliament, according to their promiſe. 
After the reading of this letter from Monk, I 
Vol. II. Ff perceived 
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perceived moſt of the members who had any af- 
fection to their country, to be much dejected. 
But the parliament having diveſted themſelves 
of their own ſtrength, and abandoned all into 
the hands of Monk, though no man had ever 
before preſumed to addreſs himſelf to them in 
ſo inſolent a manner, yet they took his letter 
into conſideration, and reſolved to give him as 
much ſatisfaction as they could with any colour 
of juſtice. To that end, they quickened their 
committee to bring in their report touching thoſe 
that had acted in the late committee of ſafety, 
They ordered Sir Henry Vane to depart the 
town by a certain day, and that Col. Lambert 
ſhould render himſelf within a limited time, 
They alſo reſolved to iſſue out writs of ſummons 
for recruiting the houſe; but being fully perſua- 
ded that the charge of high treaſon againſt me 
was groundleſs and frivolous, they omitted to 
make any order concerning it. However, being 
deſirous to procure ſome relief for thoſe whom I 
had left at Duncannon, and to endeavour that 
the forces in Ireland might be put into good 
hands, I hoped, that if I ſhould move to be 
heard, I might at the ſame time have an oppor- 
tunity to preſs the two laſt things, which I e- 


ſeemed very neceſſary in that conjuncture; , 


deſired therefore, that ſince I conceived myſelf 
aimed at in one part of Monk's letter, the par- 
liament would be pleaſed to hear me in vindi- 
cation of my innocence. But I could not obtain 
a preſent hearing; my caſe being put off till a 
farther time, and then delayed from day to day, 
till the diſſipation of thoſe who ſhould have been 

my judges. | 
Sir Henry Vane, according to the late order, 
was 
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was preparing to leave the town ; of which ha- 
ving notice, I went to make him a viſit at kis 
houſe ; where he told me, that, unleſs he were 
much miſtaken, Monk had yet ſeveral maſks 
to pull off; aſſuring me, for what concerned 
himſelf, that he had all poſſible ſatisfaction of 
mind as to thoſe actions God had enabled him 
to do for the commonwealth, and hoped the 
fame God would fortify him in his ſufferings, 
how ſharp ſoever, to bear a faithful and conſtant 
teſtimony thereto. Monk having alarmed the 
parliament by the foreſaid letter, and either not 
daring to truſt himſelf at Whitehall, or think- 
ing London a fitter place to purſue his deſign in, 
he retired with his forces into the city; where 
he muſtered his men, and was ſplendidly enter- 
tained at dinner by the Mayor and others. Here- 
upon the parliament, who endeavoured by all 
means to give him ſatisfaction, ſent Mr. Thomas 
Scot and Mr. Luke Robinſon, who had been 


their commiſſioners to him, as I mentioned be- 


fore, to aſſure him of their good intentions to- 
wards him. But he having now fortified him- 
ſelf by the conjunction of the city, began to treat 
them in a manner much different from his for- 
mer carriage, not admitting them without difh- 
culty to his preſence : and when he condeſcend- 
ed to ſpeak to them, his diſcourſe tended always 
to the ſame purpoſe with his letter, aſperſing the 
proceedings of the parliament; and, amongſt 


other things, reproaching them with their fa- 


vour to me, as Mr. Scot afterwards informed me; 
inſomuch that he who had ſo lately undertaken 
to the parliament for Monk's integrity and fide- 
lity to their ſervice, began to loſe all hopes of 
him. Yet for all his inſolent carriage to the 
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liament and their commiſſioners, his party 
in the houſe had the confidence to move, that 
he might be made General of their forces, the 
time limited by act of parliament for commiſ- 
ſionating him with others to command the arm 


in England and Scotland being almoſt expired. 


Many arguments were uſed to that end, though 
thoſe which were moſt preſſed were taken from 
the conſideration of the preſent poſture of their 
affairs. But the parliament ſtill retaining ſome 
ſparks of that courage with which they had been 
1 animated, and having found by ſad 
experience what miſeries they had brought up- 
on the nation and themſelves by truſting Crom- 
wel and others too far, choſe rather to periſh 
by the hands of an enemy, if Monk ſhould re- 
Give to be ſo, than by the deluſions of a pre- 
tended friend: and therefore having rejected the 
propoſition to make him General, they paſled a 
vote, that their armies in England and Scotland 
ſhould be governed by commiſſioners, the num- 
ber of them to be five, and any three of them 
to make a quorum. But that they might avoid 
as much as poſſible to give him the leaſt juſt 
cauſe of diſcontent, they firſt agreed, that he 
mould be one of the ſaid commiſſioners. Then 
they proceeded to the nomination of the reſt; 
and choſe Sir Arthur Haſlerig, though he ear- 
neſtly preſſed them to excuſe him, Col. Morley, 
and Col. Walton. Theſe four being elected, it 
was viſible that the balance of the commiſſion 
would be in the fifth man that ſhould be choſen; 
Monk having in a manner declared himſelf our 
enemy, and Col. Morley being ſufficiently known 


to be of a temporiſing ſpirit. Hereupon Monk's 


party in the houſe moved, that Sir Anthony Aſh- 
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ley Cooper might be the fifth commiſſioner ; 
and, on the other fide, the commonwealth-par- 
ty had reſolved to uſe their endeavours for Maj. 
Gen. Overton. But, upon conſideration of the 
differences that had been between him and 
Monk, whereby they feared he would not paſs, 
they laid aſide that reſolution, and agreed to put 
up Col. Alured. Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper 
being firſt named, was firſt put to the queſtion, 
and by the majority of votes excluded. Col. 
Alured being next propoſed, the queſtion was 
carried for him, to the great ſatisfaction of the 
commonwealth- party. Whereupon fitting by 
Col. Martin in the houſe, and being perſuaded 
of the integrity of the major part of theſe com- 
miſſioners, I deſired him to move, that the com- 
mand of the forces in Ireland might be inſerted 
in this commiſſion; which, upon his motion, 
was ordered accordingly; and the act being but 
ſhort, was read thrice, and paſſed before the ri- 
ſing of the houſe: and this I did, becauſe 1 
found no other probable way open to force the 
power in Ireland out of the hands of thoſe that 
had uſurped it. Though thefe proceedings did 
not a little diſturb Monk, yet he endeavoured to 
diſguiſe his diſſatisfaction, and began again to 
court the members of parliament more than be- 
fore; whilſt, with the advice and aſſiſtance of 
his party in the city, he was forming a“ militia 
there, and nominating officers to command 
them, who were choſen for that purpoſe, rather 
on account of their diſaffection to the parliament, 
than any other good quality ro be found about 
them. Having received advice of theſe tranfa- 
ctions, I acquainted Sir Arthur Haſlerig with my 
information, and deſired him to think of ſome 
| | Fe 2 ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy remedy; propoſing that he would cauſe 


our ſcattered forces to rendezvous forthwith, 
But Sir Arthur was fo deluded by the hypocriſy 
of Monk, that he aſſured me he had given him 
all the ſatisfaction, both by words and letters, 
that a man could give touching his integrity to 
the parliament ; ſhewing me, and divers other 
members of parliament, two letters which he 
had lately received from him, wherein were 
many expreſſions of his zeal for the eſtabliſhment 
of a commonwealth, with earneſt deſires that 
there might be nodifference between them touch- 
ing the way, ſeeing they were both entirely a- 
greed in the ſame end. | | 
Monk had taken up his quarters in the city, 
at the houſe of one Col. Wall ; where I reſolved 
to make him a viſit, in order either to take him 
off from that prejudice, which by a clauſe in his 
letter to the parliament he ſeemed to have a- 
gainſt me, or to make a more perfect diſcovery 
of his intentions ; ſuppoſing, that, being a mem- 
ber of parliament, he durſt not attempt to ſeize 
my perſon, or, if he did, that ſuch an open vio- 
lation of the privileges of parliament would a- 
waken them to provide for their own ſafety. 1 
found the houſe where he lodged as full of ſol- 
diers as it could well be, and paſſed through ſe- 
veral guards before I came to the chamber where 
de received his viſits. He was, at the time of 
my coming, in a private gallery, conferring with 
Mr. Edmund Calamy and others of the clergy. 
When he had taken leave of them, I was admit- 
ted; and at firſt perceived him to be very ſhy of 
me : but after I had acquainted him, that the 
cauſe of my viſit was in order to undeceive him, 
and to remove, if poſſible, the prejudices he 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed to have againſt me, he ſuddenly chan- 


ged his countenance, and treated me with great 
familiarity, Whereupon I told him, that ha- 
ving always endeavoured to aſſert the authority 
of the civil magiſtrate, in oppoſition to the ty- 
ranny of the ſword, I was unwilling to have any 
difference with him, who had declared for the 
ſame things. I aſſured him, that I had publicly 
diſapproved the anſwer of Col. Jones to that let- 
ter which he had ſent to Ireland, directed to me, 
on ſuppoſition that J had then been in that coun- 
try. I acquainted him with what I had done to 
preſerve the Iriſh brigade from joining with the 
army-party, and how I had prevailed with them 
to engage to me under their hands not to fight 
againſt him, upon notice that he had eſpouſed 
the cauſe of the parliament. I acknowledged, 
that I had diſplaced one of his relations in Ire- 
land; not out of the leaſt difreſpect to him, but 
according to a rule which I conceived to be moſt 
juſt, that thoſe might be reſtored to their offices 
in the army, who had been removed for their 
affection to the commonwealth ; which was the 
caſe, his kinſman having been made Cornet of 
Major Dean's troop, and Cornet Whalley dif- 
placed for the reaſon before mentioned. Here- 
upon Monk ſaid, that what I had done, was moſt 
juſt ; and that he never took any thing ill from 
me, either upon that or any other particular ac- 
count. I then deſired to know what reaſon he 
might have for entertaining any hard thoughts 
of me. To which he replied, That he had no- 
thing to object againſt me but my favour to the 
Fanatic party in Ireland. I told him, that the 
party he meant had not acted as if they had 
been of the ſame opinion; for having y_ — 
| addre 
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_ addreſs to the parliament, whereby they enga- 

_ ged to be true and faithful to the civil authori- 

ty, and delivered it into my hands to be pre- 

ſented on their part, the ſame men, notwith- 

. ſtanding their public engagement, and particular 

- promiſes to me, had, immediately after my de- 

- parture, ſigned an agreement with the army, 

thereby rejecting the civil, power, and conle- 

. quently me, whom the parliament had intruſted 

to command their forces in Ireland; that as I 

had never thought the profeſſion of religion to 

be alone ſufficient to qualify men for employ- 

| ments, if they wanted affection to the common- 
| wealth, ſo I could not imagine which way re- 


ligion ſhould incapacitate perſons for the public 
ſervice, who were not deficient in their fidelity 
and zeal for the common good. © Yea, (ſaid 
4 he), we mult live and die together for a com- 
% monwealth.” I hearing him ſay ſo, told him, 
that I was informed he was much preſſed to re- 
ſtore the ſecluded members ; who being highly 
inraged, would not fail to bring all things into 

_ confuſion, and poſſibly endeavour to bring in 
q the King. It may be (ſaid he) that they will 
« attempt it, but they fay they will not ; and 

| J aſſure you, though I bear as much reſpect 
« to parliaments as any man, yet if I ſhould 

| % obſerve a parliament to be about ſuch a thing, 
« I would interrupt them therein.” Having 

| ſpent about half an hour with Monk, I took 
| ? leave; and, as I went from him, I perceived one 
| of his footmen to ſtand at the door of the room 
* Where we had diſcourſed, who I ſuppoſe was 

| placed there by his maſter's order, to prevent 
| me from dealing with bim as his conſcience told 
him he deſerved. He accompanied me to the 
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foot of the ſtairs, and there parted with me, not 
without great ſhew of reſpect and civility. Not- 
withſtanding which it was manifeſt to mey thro” 
all his diſguiſes, by the perſons he favoured and 
advanced, by the company he kept, and by the 
courſe he ſteered, that he was not bound to that 
harbour he pretended ; and could I have pre- 
vailed with the majority of the parliament to be 
of the ſame opinion, he ſhovld not have carried 
on his deſign ſo ſmoothly : but into ſuch a de- 
ſperate frenzy were we fallen, that many of the 
houſe, either through fear, or for what other 
reaſon I cannot tell, diſcovered themſelves daily 
to be favourers of him ; who had by this time 
ſo far advanced his affairs, that he reſolved to 
pull off another maſk; and to that end deſired 
ſome ſitting members of the houſe to give a 
meeting to ſome of the ſecluded members, in 
order, as he pretended, to give them ſatisfaction 
touching the juſtice of their excluſion ; wherein 
he owned himſelf to be thoroughly fatisfied, af- 
firming to Sir Arthur Haſlerig and others, that 
he did this only to anſwer the vexatious impor- 
tuniry of the ſecluded members. By this means 
he prevailed with Sir Arthur and ſome others, 
to meet them at the time and place appointed 
where the ſecluded members, and eſpecially Mr. 
Anneſley, reflected ſo indecently upon the 
ceedings of the parliament ſince their excluſion, 
that Sir Arthur haſtily roſe up, and deſigned to 
leave the company. But Monk, in a drolli 
way, deſired him to be patient till be ſh 
moderate Anneſley; which, he ſaid, he knew 
well enough how to do. Upon this Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig fat down again. But the other proceed- 
ing in the ſame manner, he loſt all poten, 
an 
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and riſing up, he departed from the conference, 
Mr. Scot, Mr. Robinſon, Col. Morley, and Mr, 
Rawleigh, ſtaid there till the diſcourſe was ended. 
And fo did the Chief Juſtice St. John's, who not 
diſcovering himſelf to be of either party, fat ob- 
ſerving on which ſide the balance would fall, as 
if he had been ſtill to chuſe. If the parliament 
had not been wilfully blind, theſe things would 
have proved ſufficient to open their eyes. But, 
to leave them without the leaſt colour of excuſe, 
it happened at this time, that advice was brought 
to them from Ireland, that thoſe who had u- 
ſurped the power there, for whoſe fidelity Monk 
had engaged, and who moved not a ſtep with- 
out his orders and directions, had publiſhed a 
declaration againſt them. The contents of it 
were more inſolent than thoſe of the letter which 
Monk had ſent to the parliament before he reti- 
red into the city : for after they had reproach- 
ed them with the favours they extended to men 
accuſed of high treaſon, and the diſcouragements 
they laid upon thoſe who had been ſent to Eng- 
land to proſecute them, they openly told the par- 
liament they could no longer own them for an 
authority; and therefore deſired, that a free par- 
liament might be called, to put end to the con- 
fuſions which their miſcarriages had brought 
upon the nation. It was matter of amazement, 
that ſuch a declaration ſhould be publiſhed by 
men that pretended to act by the authority of 
the parliament. But it was not procured with- 
out oppoſition : for when Sir Charles Coote and 
Col. Theophilus Jones, who were the principal 
confidents of Monk on that ſide, had prepared 
their paper, and a party to back it, Sir Hardreſs 
Waller, who had been one of the late King's 
— judges, 
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judges, fearing the conſequence of ſuch practices, 
moved, that the council of war might be ad- 
journed into the caſtle ; but, not being able ta 
carry that point, he communicated his deſign to 


as many as he thought fit, and, making an ex-- 


cuſe to go out of the room, he haſtened away, 
and retired into the caſtle, Maj. Stanley, Lt- 


Col. Warren, and ſome others, went immedi- 


ately and joined themſelves to him; and, a- 
mongſt them, it was reſolved to ſend out a par- 
ty to ſeize Sir Charles Coote and his adhe- 
rents. But he having notice of their intentions, 
had a party of his creatures ready ; and, being 
accompanied by Col. Theophilus Jones, mount- 
ed on horſeback at the head of them, riding up 
and down the ſtreets of Dublin, and declaring 
for a free parliament ; which language was by 
that time ſufficiently underſtood to be for the 
King. They were followed by a great rabble of 
the people, and thereby ſo encouraged, that they 
formed a deſign againſt the caſtle ; and having 
poſted their guards upon all the avenues, they 
ſent a ſummons to Sir Hardreſs Waller to deli- 
ver the place into their hands. The Gover- 


nor, in his anſwer to the ſummons, endeavour- 


ed to convince them of the injuſtice of their at- 
tempt z reminding them of the declarations they 
had lately made to be true and faithful to 
the preſent parliament ; deſiring them to con- 
ſider how much it was their intereſt to ad- 
here to them, ſince it was under their autho- 
rity. that they had ated for ſo many years 
paſt againſt the late King and his family; and 
that their titles to the poſſeſſion of the lands 
forfeited by. the rebels were founded upon the 
lime power. Having diſpatched this anſwer to 

Sir 
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Sir Charles Coote, he clothed all the ſoldiers 


out of the ſtores, and diſtributed a ſum of ready 
money amongſt them, to ſecure their fidelity; 
with promiſes of a farther gratuity, if they 
would ſtand by him. But Sir Charles Coote 
found a way to treat with ſome of the garriſon; 
and after two or three days, by large offers and 
advantageous terms, prevailed with them to de- 
liver their Governor and the caſtle into his 
hands. By the expulſion of Sir Hardreſs Wal- 
ler out of the army, two regiments fell into the 
hands of thoſe that had ſeized the government in 
Ireland; for which Sir Charles Coote had ſome 
difficulty to find Colonels, having already diſ- 
poſed of two to himſelf, one to his brother 
Richard Coote, another to his brother Chudleigh 
Coote, a fifth to his brother Thomas Coote, 
and a fixth to his couſin St. George. Which 
unequal diſtribution was ſo — by ſome of 
his own party, that Maj. Barrington moved at 
one of their councils of war, that a more equal 
hand might be kept in the diſpoſal of employ- 
ments. Whereupon Sir Charles Coote, after he 
had feverely reprimanded the Major, diſcharged 
him from his command in the army. In the 
mean time Monk had deſired the Mayor of Lon- 
don to aſſemble the common council, though 
the parliament had diſſolved them; and, in de- 
fiance to their authority, attended on them at 
Guildhall, excuſing himſelf for what he ſaid he had 
boen conſtrained to do in the city by order of the 
council of ſtate; and aſſuring them, that he was 
much troubled for that rigorous work. He de- 
clared himſelf ready to expoſe his perſbn to all 
_ dangers for their fervice; and that he had not 
forgot the kind letter they had ſent him W 
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he was yet in the north: that he was then of the 
{ame opinion with them, but was obliged at that 
time to conceal it, till he might have an oppor- 
tunity to diſcover his ſentiments with better ad- 
vantage, He alſo acquainted them, that he had 
ſent a letter to the parliament, that they would 
fill up the houſe, and put an end to their ſit- 
ting by the ſixth of May. By this means he 
gave ſuch encouragement to the Cavalieriſh 
party, that the rabble of them, as he paſſed by 
from Guildhall, cried out for a free parliament ; 
and perceiving him not diſpleaſed with their in- 
ſolence, they made bonfires in London and 
Weſtminſter for roaſting the rump, as they pre- 
ſumed to call that parliament ; who, in the five 
years time that they governed without interru- 
ption, had raiſed the glory of the nation from 
the duſt wherein it had been buried by the 
negligence and corruption of the preceeding go- 
vernments, and had rendered the Engliſh name 
formidable to all Europe. This riotous diſorder, 
how pleaſing ſoever it was to Monk, yet it could 
not be properly charged. upon him, becauſe he 
had given no public order for what had been 
done; and therefore he continued to declare as 
loud as ever how faithful he would be to the 
commonwealth. And though Sir Arthur Haſle- 
rig was informed of the foregoing particulars, 
and many other things that ſeemed fully to diſ- 
cover Monk's deſign; and though I earneſtly 
importuned him to improve the little time that 
remained to prevent the threatened ruin, by 
a ſpeedy reunion with our old friends, by ad- 
journing the parliament to the Tower, and by 
drawing our diſperſed forces together: yet he 
would not be perſuaded to any thing of that na- 
ture, perſiſting ſtill in his opinion that all would 
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be well, and that Monk would be honeſt. And 
that he might have no pretext to be otherwiſe, 
Sir Arthur doubting, by reaſon of the correſpond- 
ence that continued between Monk and the ſe- 
cluded members, that, in caſe the writs for fil- 
ling up the parliament ſhould not be iſſued out 
by the time prefixed, he would take advantage 


of that failure to bring them into the houſe, la- 


boured diligently with the parliament that it 
might be done to his ſatisfaction; and accord- 
ingly the bill was paſſed within the time limited, 
But the ſecluded members being grown confi- 
dent of attaining their ends by another way, de- 
ported themſelves at a much higher rate than 
they were accuſtomed to do; Maj. Harlow, who 
was one of them, taking the liberty to ſay o- 
penly in Weſtminſter-hall, that they would have 
their footmen choſen to ſupply their places. Sir 
Gilbert Gerrard alſo brought an action againſt 
Col. Alured, for denying him admiſſion to the 


houſe after the laſt reſtitution of the parliament : 


but the Colonel having acted by order of the 
parliament, they ordered the proceſs to be ſtop- 
ped. Yet ſo low were the affairs of the parlia- 
ment, and their authority ſo little regarded, 
even in Weſtminſter-hall, that Sir Robert Pye, 
who had been committed to the Tower by their 
order, ſuing for his Habeas corpus at the Upper 
Bench, and Judge Newdigate demanding of the 
council for the commonwealth what they had to 
ſay why it ſhould not be granted; the council 
anſwered, they had nothing to ſay againſt it. 
Whereupon the Judge, though no enemy to 


monarchy, yet aſhamed to ſee them ſo unfaith- - 


ful to their truſt, replied, That if they had no- 
thing to ſay, he had: for that Sir Robert Pye 
| being 
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being committed by an order of the parliament, 
an inferior court could not diſcharge him. 

The houſe having agreed to all things neceſ- 
ſary for iſſuing out writs to ele&t members for 
filling up the parliament, ordered a warrant to 
be ſigned by the Speaker, whereby the commiſ- 
ſioners of the ſeal ſhould be authoriſed to ſend out 
writs according to cuſtom. But he refuſed to do 
it; pretending, that if he ſhould ſign any war- 
rant to that purpoſe, he might be ſued at law 
by every individual perſon in whoſe room any 
other ſhould be elected; and therefore deſired, 
that the houſe would paſs an act to enable their 
clerk to ſign the warrant, or that the commiſ- 
ſioners of the ſeal might iſſue out their writs of 
ſummons upon a general act to be paſſed to that 
end. It was anſwered, That the duty of his 
place obliged him to perform the commands of 
the houſe; that having received their order in 
that affair, he was thereby fully indemnified ; 
and that he ſigned not the warrant in his per- 
ſonal, but in his politic capacity. But he would 
receive no ſatisfaction; perſiſting poſitively in 
his refuſal, and ſubmitting himſelf to their plea- 
ſure; if they ſhould think fit to ſend him to the 
Tower, or to chuſe another perſon to be Speak- 
er in his place. Whereupon the houſe conde- 
ſcended to paſs an act to impower the clerk to 
ſign the warrant to the commiſſioners of the ſeal : 
though, for my on part, I was for taking the 
Speaker at his word, and placing another per- 
ſon in the chair; and inſtead of ſending Mr. 
Lenthal to the Tower, to have adjourned our- 
ſelves thither : but I could prevail with few to 
be of my opinion. This buſineſs being thus 
paſſed, and my doubts increaſing touching the 
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event of theſe things, I earneſtly deſired the 
houſe, that I might either be preſently heard 
concerning the affairs of Ireland, and my own 


conduct there; or that a ſhort day might be ap- 
pointed when they would hear me without any 


farther delay: alledging, for the reaſon of my 


importunity, that though my enemies in that 


country had by their late actions manifeſted to 


all the world, that their enmity to the parliament 
was much greater than to me; yet, being uncer- 
tain what ſort of men might ſoon have the prin- 
cipal influence in that houſe, I could not believe 
they would think it convenient that a charge of 
high treaſon, how frivolous ſoever, ſhould be 
tranſmitted to them againſt one of their old and 
faithful ſervants. Mr. Thomas Scot thinking 
my diſcourſe to reflect upon his ſon, who had 
commanded the forces before Duncannon, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the Speaker, and faid, That 
though he would not undertake to anſwer for all 
who had oppoſed me in Ireland, yet he might 
affirm, that one of them was their faithful ſer- 
vant, To which I replied, though contrary to 
the order of the houſe, all things there alſo be- 
ginning to fall into confuſion, That I could not 
poſitively fay who that one was that the Gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt meant ; but ſhould ſuppoſe he 
intended his ſon; whom I aſſured them they 
could not think to be ſuch a perſon as he had re- 
preſented him, unleſs they eſteemed the infur- 
rection of Sir George Booth to have been for 
their ſervice, he having attempted to juſtify the 
lawfulneſs of it in my preſence. Upon this diſ- 
pute, the Speaker eli he ſhould be well 
ſeconded, ventured to diſcover his malice alſo 
againſt me, reminding the houſe of an order. 

they 
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they had made for the ſurrender of Duncannon ; 
to which he ſaid, he knew not that any obetli- 
ence had been yielded; and therefore thought it 
neceſſary the houſe ſhould be aſſured of that, be- 

fore any order were made upon my motion. 
In this diſorder and confuſion the houſe roſe a- 
bout ſix in the evening. The council of ſtate ſat 
late that night, and received advice, that the ſe- 
eluded meinbers deſigned to force themſelves in- 
to the houſe the next morning. Thereupon they 
ſent a meſſage to Monk, to acquaint him with the 
information they had, and required him to pre- 
vent it if it ſhould be attempted. He returned 
for an anſwer to the council, That he was well aſ- 
ſured no ſuch thing was deſigned ; but for their 
ſatisfaction, and to hinder it if endeavoured, he 
would not fail to double the guards that were to 
attend the parliament. But for all this the ſe- 
cluded members, attended by divers of Monk's 
officers, went early the next morning to Weſt- 
minſter; and were admitted into the houſe by 
the guard he had placed there, who were more 
ready to defend than oppoſe them. And Monk 
having thus violated his promiſes, and abuſed 
the truſt repoſed in him. by the public, took up 
his quarters again at Whitehall the ſame morn- 
ing. Being informed of theſe tranſactions, I re- 
ſolved for my own part to give no countenance 
to the ſecluded members, by ſitting with them, 
who had no right to any place in parliament, 
having been expelled the houſe by more than a 
quorum of. lawful members. But that notice 
might be taken that I had not withdrawn myſelf 
from the ſervice of the public, nor was at the 
head of any forces, as was given out, I thought 
convenient to paſs ſometimes through Weſtmin- 
Gg 3 ſter-hall ; 
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ſter-hall : where Mr. George Montague, who 


knew I declined to come to the houſe, meeting 
me, and aſking me the reaſon of it, 1 anſwer- 
ed, That having done as much as I could to 
ſerve the commonwealth, and ſeeing an impoſ- 
ſibility of contending againſt the preſent torrent, 
I had reſolved to abſent myſelf from the place 
where the parliament uſed to meet, that I might 
publicly diſown the authority of thoſe who had 
violently poſſeſſed themſelves of the houſe, and 
not ſeem to conſent to the confuſions they were 
bringing upon us. He replied, That, in his opi- 
nion, the conditions upon which the ſecluded 
members had entered the houſe, were more diſ- 
honourable than thoſe upon which others were 
gone out; and that he was not willing to fit a- 
mong them; they having engaged to make 
Monk General of all the forces by fea and land, 
to ſettle a conſtant maintenance for the army, 
to appoint a new parliament to be choſen, and 
when theſe things were diſpatched, to put a pe- 
riod to themſelves within a day or two at the 
moſt. Yet ſome of the lawful members of par- 
liament, either through fear or curioſity, or 
ſome other motive nor known to me, went into 
the houſe, and fat amongſt them. Another part 
of them, being about ſeventeen in number, 
whereof divers were of the council of ſtate, went 
to Monk to be informed from his own mouth of 
the reaſons of theſe proceedings, He received 
them with no leſs civility than formerly ; and 
having underſtood from them the occaſion. of 
their coming, he mode as ſolemn proteſtations 
of his zeal to a commonwealth-government as 
he had ever done; defiring them to believe, that 
the permiſſion he had given to the ſecluded 

members 
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members to enter the houſe, was only to free 
himſelf. from their importunity, and that he 
would take effectual care to prevent them from 
doing any hurt in that place. But theſe Gentle- 
men having reſolved to try him to the utmoſt, 
demanded farther, if he would join with them 
againſt Charles Stuart and his party. In an- 
ſwer to which, he applied himſelf to Sir Arthur 
Haſlerig, who was one of them, and ſaid, Sir 
Arthur, I have often declared to you my re- 
& ſolution ſo to do.” Then taking off his glove, 
and putting his hand within Sir Arthur's, he 
added, I do here proteſt to you, in the preſence 
* of all theſe Gentlemen, that I will oppoſe to 
* the utmoſt the ſetting up of Charles Stuart, 
* a ſingle perſon, or a houſe of Peers.“ After 
this he began to expoſtulate with them touching 
their ſuſpicions; ſaying, © What is it that I have 
« done in bringing theſe members into the 
* houſe ? Are they not the ſame that brought 
the King to the block? though others cut off 
& his head, and that juſtly.” 

The ſecluded members, having forced them- 
ſelves into the houſe, took upon them the autho- 
rity of a parliament, making votes and enacting 
laws as they pleaſed ; which power they had hi- 
therto conſtantly denied to-be in a houſe of Com- 
mons alone, But we muſt believe the caſe to 
have been much altered upon their return; and 
that a houſe of Commons alone, without a King 
or houſe of Peers, might do any thing for be- 
traying the public cauſe, though it could not 
have any colour of authority to juſtify them in 
doing the leaſt thing for the ſecurity of it. In 
purſuance of theſe principles, they paſſed an act 
to make Monk General of all the forces belong» 
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ing to the parliament, in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, both by ſea and land; only they joins 
ed Col. Montague with him in the office of Ad- 
miral ; which though Monk reſented as a viola- 
tion of the treaty he had made with the ſecluded 
members, yet he thought not convenient to in- 
fiſt upon the alteration of that particular. They 
continued the cuſtoms and exciſe, and laid other 
taxes on the people; borrowing great ſums. of 
the city of London on the credit of their acts, 
Monk took away Col. Walton's regiment of 
horſe, and gave it to Col. - Howard ; and 
having made choice of 200 horſe for his own 
guard, he appointed Col. Philip Howard to com- 
mand them. He diſpoſed of Col. Rich's regi- 
ment to Col. Ingoldſby. But before the order 
could be put in execution, Col. Rich hoping he 
might prevail with his men, as he had done for- 
merly, to declare for the lawful authority, he 
went down to the quarters where they lay. At 
bis arrival moſt of them promiſed to remain 
faithful to him. But when Col. Iugoldſby came 
down, partly by his own intereſt among them, 
they having been under his command in the 
time of Cromwel, and partly by the torrent of 
the uſurped authority, which then ran that way, 
he prevailed with*the greateſt part of them to 
deſert their Colonel ; who finding himſelf aban- 
doned by moſt of them, yielded the reſt to him, 
and declared his reſolution to acquieſce. Capt. 
Walcot, who had been an officer in my regi- 
ment, and by me preferred to be Captain of a 
troop of horſe when I ſent our brigade into Eng- 
land, having gained an intereſt in the officers 
and ſoldiers by his good conduct, and ſuppoſing 
to find amongſt them the ſame affection to the 
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good old cauſe they had always manifeſted ſince 
their arrival in England, went towards Cheſter, 
where they were quartered : and being arrived 
within twelve miles of that place, he ſent a let- 
ter to Maj. Woodward, of whoſe fidelity to the 
parliament he thought himſelf ſure, to acquaint 
him with his reſolution of going to them. But 
ſo great a change had the late turn wrought in 
mens minds, that the Major gave Capt. Wal- 
cot's letter to Col. Redman, who by Monk's or- 
der then commanded our Iriſh brigade, and who 
immediately diſpatched a party of horſe to ſeize 
the Captain: which having done in obedience 
to the order they had received, rather than from 
any inclination to ſuch an employment, they 
gave him an opportunity to make his eſcape. 
Capt. Walcot coming afterwards to London, 
went to Monk ; and having delivered his opini- 
on freely touching the public affairs, and the u- 
ſage he had lately met with, Monk fell into a vi- 
olent paſſion againſt him: but ſoon. recollecting 
himſelf, he treated him in a more civil manner, 
and gave him a paſſport to return into Ireland, 
where his family and eſtate lay ; ſuppoſing there- 
by to render him leſs able to aſſiſt his enemies, 
than if he ſhould continue in England. 

The ſecluded members having forbidden the 
council to fit, choſe one to ſupply their place 
which was compoſed of Mr. Denzil Hollis, Sir 
Gilbert Gerrard, Mr. Crew, Mr. Swinfen, Sir 
William Lewis, Sir William Waller, Col. John 
Birch, Col. George Monk, Sir Anthony Aſhley 
Cooper, Col. Norton, Mr. Knightley, Col. Her- 
bert Morley, Sir Harbottle Grimeſtone, Mr. Ar- 
thur Anneſley, Sir Richard Onſlow, Chief Juſtice 
St. John's, Serjeant Brown, Col. a” 
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This new council was veſted with large powers; 
of impriſoning ſuch as they ſuſpected, and do- 
ing other things /ſuitable to the deſigns then on 
foot. Sir Hardreſs Waller obtained of them, 
by means of his kinſman Sir William Waller, 
a permiſſion to come over to England, and to 
be brought before them; where having ſubſeri- 
bed an engagement to acquieſce, and to appear 
upon ſummons, he was diſcharged from cuſto- 
dy. But Sir Charles Coote, who was well ac- 
quainted with the bottom of Monk's deſign, and 
conſcious to himſelf how much he had exaſpe- 
rated the King's friends in Ireland, by his con- 
ſtant oppoſition. to them, having added to all 
the reſt the execution of one Stuart, that was re- 
lated to the Royal family, thought he could ne- 
ver do things horrid enough to thoſe of his own 
party, in order to reconcile himſelf to the other, 
Therefore, that he might give them what aſſu- 
rances he could that he was wicked enough to 
be employed and truſted by them, he ſent a par- 
ty of horſe, and ſeized the Chief Juſtice Coke, 
to make ſome amends to his Sacred Majeſty by 
that ſacrifice, 

The grand deſign of deſtroying the common- 
wealth being ſo far advanced, Monk cauſed a de- 
claration to be drawn in the name of the officers 
about London, and recommended to the reſt of 
the officers in the three nations, declaring it to 
be their duty and reſolution to ſubmit to the au- 
thority that was over them, and to obey ſuch 
orders as they ſhould receive from them. Which 
when they were upbraided with, as a thing con- 
trived to betray the public cauſe, many of the 
officers ſhewed themſelves ſo ſenſible of the con- 
{ſequences of it, that they earneſtly preſſed that 
2 : a 
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a council of war might be called; making uſe of 
ſome reaſons to perſuade their General to it, but 
indeed to unite themſelves to each other, and in 
a public manner to expreſs their reſolutions to 
lay down their lives for the commonwealth, 
But Monk being informed of their deſign, di- 
ſperſed them to their reſpective commands; to 
which they tamely ſubmitted, notwithſtanding 
the big words they had ſpoken without doors. 
Hereupon the ſecluded members ſuſpecting Sir 
Arthur Haſlerig to have had a principal hand in 
raiſing this ſpirit in the officers of the army, ſent 
to him to take his place in the houſe where the 
parliament ought to fit, which to that time he 
had not done. Sir Arthur finding it impoſlible 
to reſiſt the ſtream, being accompanied with di- 
vers members, went in to them; where, as 1 
have been informed by ſome that were then pre- 
ſent, he did not behave himſelf with that cou- 
rage and reſolution that uſually attended him; 
but pleaded in his excuſe the reverence he always 
had for the authority of parliaments, and endea- 
voured to juſtify himſelf-touching any violations 
that had been made againſt it; aſſuring them of 
his intention to acquieſce under the preſent power. 
Maj.-Gen. Lambert alſo, who had hitherto con- 
cealed himſelf in hopes of finding an opportuni- 
ty to appear at the head of ſome party, and 
thereby to prevent the deſign of Monk, finding 
that the army had for the moſt part ſubmitted to 
the authority. of the ſecluded members, ſurren- 
dered himſelf to the new council of ſtate, in 
hopes of better terms from them than he could 
have promiſed himſelf from the former, who he 
thought would have been more likely to reſent 
the force he had put upon the parliament, But 


they, 
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they, contrary. to his expectations, requiring 
him to give ſecurity for his quiet deportment, 
upon his refulal ſo to do, committed him to the 
Tower. 

| Moſt of the commonwealth-party were very ſen · 
ſible of the dangerous condition of their affairs; 
and that they might not be altogether wanting to 
their ownoreſervation, and to the ſervice of the pu- 
blic, ome of the principal perſons among them 
had divers meetings; at one of which I took the li- 
berty to make the following propoſitions : That 
ſeven of the council of ſtate, and three of the Ge- 
nerals that had been appointed by the parlia- 
ment, ſhould ſign ſuch orders as were neceſſary 
for putting our deſign in execution : That the 
regiment of Col. Moſs which lay in Kent, and 
not far from London, and another which lay in 


the borough of Southwark commanded by Lt- 


Col. Farnley, conſiſting in all of more than 2000 
old ſoldiers, of whoſe integrity and affection we 
had good aſſurance, ſhould be ordered to march 
to the Tower, to join with Col. Morley's regi- 
ment, which was already there, and would be 
ready to receive them ; having ſent to me to let 
me know that the Tower ſhould be at my com- 
mand whenſoever I pleaſed to deſire it: That 
the commanders of theſe forces ſhould take with 
them proviſions for ſix months, giving tickets 
for the quantity ſo taken payable by the parlia- 
ment of England : That the militia of London 
which had been liſted during the government of 
the parliament, ſhould be authoriſed to meet as 
there ſhould be occaſion, to aſſiſt the forces in 
the Tower: That four or five places of rendez- 
vous ſhould be appointed for the forces of the 


army that lay ſcattered up and down in ſeveral 
parts 
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parts of the nation; and that officers ſhould be 
agreed upon to appear at the head of them: 
That the ſoldiers, both horſe and foot, ſhould 
have the liberty either to follow their old officers, 
or to appoint new: That thoſe officers who 
ſhould prevail with the major part of their men 
to follow them, ſhould continue in their reſpe- 
ctive poſts; and that thoſe that appeared hear - 
tily to promote this deſign, though they could 
not perſuade the greater part of their ſoldiers to 
follow them, ſhould have proviſion made for 
them equal to their merits: That the country: 
militia, both horſe and foot, ſhould be authori- 
fed to draw together, and be impowered to ſeize 
and diſarm ſuch perſons in the reſpective coun- 
ties as were known enemies to the common 
wealth: That the fleet ſhould be ordered to de- 
clare at the ſame time, and to ſend 1 or 2000 
ſeamen to the aſſiſtance of thoſe in the Tower; 
which I conceived they might do without dan- 
ger to the nation, becauſe the enemy we were 
to contend with, was inteſtine, and not from a- 
broad. I acquainted them, that Vice-Adm. 
Lawſon; who commanded the fleet, had decla- 
red his reſolution to continue faithful to the 
parliament; which could not well be doubted 
by any that would reflect upon his former con- 
duct, he having taken the oath for abjuring the 
King's family, and being one of the council of 
ſtate. To this was added, that all perſons who 
ſhould act by the parliament's authority in this 
ſervice, ſhould be juſtiſied in ſo doing; that the 
governors of garriſons ſhould be required to re- 
fuſe obedience to any power which was not de- 
rived from the lawful authority of the parlia- 
ment, whoſe. place the ſecluded members had 
Vol. II. H h now 
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now uſurped; and that a declaration ſhould 
be forthwith prepared, to ſhew the grounds and 
reaſons, together with the neceſlity of theſe pro- 
ceedings. Some of thoſe that were preſent pro- 
miſed to adviſe with their friends of the council 
of ſtate; and hoped, that a quorum of them as 
well as of the Generals might be found, to put 
the things in execution that ſhould be agreed on, 
But we being ripe for the correction of Heaven, 
nothing could prevent it; our enemies ſucceeds 
ing in all their attempts, and all our endeavours 
proving abortive. In the mean time, the com- 
panies of London made a great entertainment 
for Monk : where the bargain they had driven 
with him, was ratified and confirmed by diſſo- 
lute and unbecoming debauchery ; for it was his 
cuſtom not to depart from thoſe public meetings; 
till he was as drunk as a beaſt. After dinner a 
perſon was introduced, who in verſe addreſſed 
himſelf to Monk for the return of the King 
which he heard without reproof; though at the 
ſame time he proteſted to Col. Okey, who went 
to take leave of him in order to repair to his 
command, and deſired to be ſatisfied of his in- 
tentions touching Charles Stuart, That he 
% would oppoſe him to the utmoſt ;” and gave 
Him his hand, before all the officers then pre- 
ſent, as a pledge of his ſincerity. 

The ſecluded members, being convinced that 
the ſword was likely to prove the belt title they 
ſhould find to their authority, prepared an act to 
ſettle the militia in ſuch hands as they might 
ſafely truſt; and took into their conſideration 
How to ſettle the ſum of 1000 1. a-year upon 
Monk, which had been voted to be given him 
by the parliament, The thing in diſpute was, 
FOES 2 | . Wh 
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Whether the ſaid ſettlement ſhould be ſecured to 
him out of the King's lands at Hampton-court, 
as he himſelf had deſired of the parliament, that 
he might lay them more profoundly aſleep; or 
whether a ſum of ready money ſhould be paid 
to him in lieu of it ? Divers of the members of 
parliament were for making good their former 
order upon Hampton-court ; and ſeveral of the 
ſecluded members, hating the traitor, though 
they accepted the treaſon, concurred with them, 
that ſo the grant might be rendered uſeleſs to 
him. But his party amongſt them was ſo great, 
that though it was carried to be out of the lands 
at Hampton- court, yet in concluſion they ob- 
tained a vote, that 20,000 l. ſhould be paid to 
him out of the public treaſury, inſtead of it. 
The Iriſh officers alſo, who had aſſumed the 
civil as well as the military power, preſented him 
with a pair of ſpurs, and a hilt for a ſword, all 
of gold ; together with a rich hatband and an em- 
broidered belt, to manifeſt their acknowledgment 
and acceptance of his good ſervice in betraying 
the public cauſe. The Lord of Lauderdale, 
(with other Scots who had been taken priſoners 
-at the battle of Worceſter, and continued in cu- 
ſtody from that time, were ſet at liberty; and 
the ſecluded members gave order alſo to dif- 
charge Sir George Booth from his impriſonment, 
-if he would engage to make his appearance up- 
on ſummons ; which he thinking to be injurious 
to him, who had endeavoured to do no more than 
they themſelves were attempting, refuſed the 
condition; but was ſoon after releaſed, without 

entering into any obligation. 

The new council of ſtate being informed of 
ſome deſigns againſt _ uſurped power, iſſued 
1 H h 2 . out 
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out warrants for apprehending divers' officers 6f 
the army; and having ſome jealouſy of others 
that were members of parliament, they procu- 
red an order of their houſe, to authoriſe them 
to ſeize any member who had not fat ſince the 
coming in of the ſecluded members, if there 
Mould be occaſion. And though theſe men 
could thus trample upon the privileges of that 
body whereof they pretended to be members; 
yet, to ſhew how zealous they were for Preſby- 
tery, they ordered copies of the covenant to be 
fairly drawn, and hung up in every pariſh-church 
throughout England. | | 
The Lords perceiving which way things were 

turning, ſolicited Monk that they might take 
their places according to ancient cuſtom in the 
houſe appointed for their ſitting; alledging, that 
nothing done by the Commons without their 
aſſent could juſtly be eſteemed legal. But it was 
not yet time for Monk to diſcover himſelf fo o- 
penly, before the army Was better prepared, and 
the new militia ſettled ; and therefore he not 
only ”m a poſitive denial to their demand, but' 
placed a guard of ſoldiers upon their houſe, to 
prevent the Lords from acting the ſame part 
that the ſecluded Commons had done. 

Maj.-Gen. Overton ftill continued in his 
vernment of Hull; and ſuſpecting Monk to be 
an enemy to the commonwealth, had hitherto 
refuſed to yield obedience to his orders. Where- 
upon the ſeeluded members being well informed 
of the importance of the place, from the time 
they had ordered it to be kept by Sir John Ho- 
tham, — the late King, impowered Monk 
to uſe all means to remove the Major-General 


'from that command. Monk, in purſuance of 
| their 
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their directions, prevailed with Col. Alured, 
Who was one of the Generals appointed by the 
parliament, to go dowr to Hull, and to endea- 
vour to perſuade Maj.-Gen. Overton to quit the 
place. Accordingly he went down ; and having 
acquainted the Major-General with the reaſon 
of his journey, was preſently put into the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. It was matter of wonder to me, 
that Col. Alured, in whom the commonwealth- 

rty had repoſed ſo great truſt, would ſuffer 
imſelf to be employed in ſuch a meſſage to one 
of the molt faithful ſervants of the parliament, 
But I was ſomewhat more ſatisfied when Maj.- 
Gen. Overton came to London; where he aſ- 
ſured me, that Col. Alured had neither ſaid nor 
done at Hull any thing unbecoming an honeſt 
man; but that, upon the news of the intruſion 
of the ſecluded members, the Cavalier - party in 
the town had ſo increaſed, and his own ſoldiers 
ſplit into ſuch diviſions, that he had no hopes 
left of keeping it. 2 

At this time it was diſputed, whether the ſe- 
cluded members ſhould agree upon a ſettlement? 
or whether it ſhould be left for a parliament to 
do? Some were for calling in the Lords who 
ſat in the year 1648, that they, together with 
the Commons, might enter into treaty with the 
King for a future eſtabliſhment, which ſhould be 
grounded chiefly upon the conceſſions made by 
the laſt King in the Ifle of Wight. But Monk 
being earneſtly deſirous to bring back the King 
without any conditions, in hopes thereby to 

ocure a recompence equal to the greatneſs of 
his treachery, prevented the ſucceſs of that pro- 
poſition ; which part he acted ſo openly, that 
divers of the ſecluded and other members of par- 
A. liament 


— 4 L 


PERS 


356 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, Eſt; 


liament reſolved to imitate him. And though 
all of- them had engaged the nation in a war as 
gainſt the King, had contributed the utmoſt of 
their endeavours to carry it on, and called in the 
Scottiſh nation to aſſiſt them in it; yet, upon a 
debate, whether thoſe of the King's party ſhould 
be admitted to ele members for the ſucceeding 
parliament ? it was, to the aſtoniſhment of all 
men but themſelves, carried for the affirmative, 
Having done this, they ordered writs to be iſſued 
out in the name of the keepers of the liberties of 
England, excluding ſuch from being choſen who 
had ſerved the King. Which was contrived to lead 
the people blindfold to their own ruin, and to put 
ſome colour upon the cheat they were about to 
impoſe on them. For they knew, that having 
given leave for the Cavaliers to chuſe, and, by e- 
very ſtep they had taken, manifeſted their ma- 
lice againſt the commonwealth, it would cer- 
tainly come to paſs, that either the ſons of thoſe 
of the King's party, or at leaſt ſuch as had pri- 
vately favoured that intereſt, would for the moſt 
part be choſen in that conjuncture, when the 
commonwealth-party were under the greateſt 
diſcouragements, and could not appear with ſafe- 
ty under the. uſurped authority. They under- 
ſtood alſo, that though it ſhould happen, con- 
trary to the excluſion before mentioned, that 
thoſe who had been actually in arms for the King 
ſhould be choſen, and returned to fit in the houſe; 
yet we were not likely to procure them to be e- 
jected at ſuch a time as this, having not been 
able, without the greateſt difficulty, to caſt out, 
even from Richard's convention, thoſe that had 
been in arms againſt us, 

The ſecluded members not thinking theme 

| ſelves 
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ſelves ſecure till they had put the militia into 
the hands of ſuch as were enemies to the com- 
monwealth, paſſed an act to that purpoſe, and 
ordered it to be printed and publiſhed. Where- 
at the officers about Monk were ſo offended, that 
though they had loſt all affection to the public 
cauſe ; yet ſuſpecting, that the forming ſuch a 
a militia, and intruſting it in the hands of com- 


miſſioners that were known to be favourers of 


the King's party, might prove injurious, if not 
deſtructive to the army, by bringing in the ſon 
of the late King without them, they applied 
themſelves to Monk; and earneſtly deſired, that, 
in conſideration of his own and their danger, he 
would prevent the execution of the ſaid act. 
Whereupon he ſent a letter to the pretended 
parliament, to let them know, that, being in- 
formed of the diſaffection of the commiſſioners 
nominated in the act they had paſſed touching 
the militia, he deſired them to forbear the exe» 
cution of it, leſt the perfons they had intruſted 
therein might erect ſuch a power in oppoſition 
to the army, as might be ſufficient to bring in 
Charles Stuart. The letter being read in the 
houſe, cauſed a great perplexity amongſt them; 
many not knowing what judgment to make of 
it, and ſome of them fearing that Monk would 
deceive them at laſt. But others underſtood 
him well enough ; and therefore, notwithſtand- 
ing his letter, Mr. Prynn went to the printer, 
and procured the act to be immediately made 
public, knowing it to be the deſire of Monk that 
it ſhould be ſo : yet that they might correſpond 
with him in his deceit, they ſent Sir William 
Waller, and one more, to give him ſatisfaction 
concerning the particulars of the act, which he 
i | pretended 
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pretended to ſcruple. They acquainted him, 
that though there were many perſons nomina- 
ted in the act, who might be willing to do as 
vas ſuſpected; yet that by it none were 
mitted to act as commiſſioners, but ſuch as ſhould 
own the juſtice of the parliament's cauſe againſt 
the King to the year 1648, by ſubſcribing a paper 
to that purpoſe. They alſo informed him, that 
the {aid commiſſioners were not to appoint any 
Colonels or Captains to act in the militia, before 
they ſhould be approved by the council of ſtate, 
Monk being willing to receive ſatisfaction, ha- 
ving ſent the forementioned letter only at the 
importunity of the officers, reſolved to be con- 
tented with this anſwer ; though all men ſaw 
how little conſcience the Cavalier-party made of 
ſigning any paper, in order to promote the in- 
tereſt of their faction. 

The act for the militia being paſſed, the com- 
mand of all the forces and garriſons ſettled on 
Monk, and the fleet in his power in conjunction 
with Col. Montague, the pretended parliament 
authoriſed their council of ſtate to provide for 
the public ſafety on all emergencies, and to diſ- 
pole affairs as they ſhould think fit till the meet- 
ing of the next parliament. Which being done, 
and the houſe ready to pals the act for their diſ- 
ſolution, Mr. Crew, who had been as forward 
as any man in beginning and carrying on the 
war againſt the laſt King, moved, that before 
they diſſolved themſelves, they would bear their 
witneſs againſt the horrid murder, as he called 
it, of the King. This unexpected motion pre- 
vailed with many then preſent to deny their con- 
currence to that act againſt the King, though 


not to reflect in the ſame manner on thoſe * 
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had been concerned in it : and one of them con- 
cluding his diſcourſe, with proteſting, that he 
had neither hand nor heart in that affair; Mr. 
Thomas Scot, who had been ſo much deluded 
by the hypocriſy of Monk, as I have already re- 
lated, in abhorrence of that baſe ſpirit, ſaid, That 
though he knew not where to hide his head at 
that time; yet he durſt not refuſe to own, that 
not only his hand, but his heart alſo was in it. 
And after he had produced divers reaſons to 
prove the juſtice of it, he concluded, That he 
ſhould defire no greater honour in this world, 
than that the following inſcription might be en- 
graven on his tomb: Here lieth one who had a 
hand and a heart in the execution of Charles 
« Stuart late King of England.” Having ſaid 
this, he and molt of the members who had a 
right to fit in parliament, withdrew from the 
houſe ; ſo that there was not the fourth part af 
a quorum of lawful members preſent in the 
houſe, when the ſecluded members, who had 
been voted out of the parliament by thoſe that 
had an undiſputed authority over their on 
members, undertook to diffolve the parliament; 
which was not to be done, unleſs by their own 
conſent : and whether that conſent was ever 
given, is ſubmitted to the judgment of all im- 
partial men, This face of authority being va- 
niſhed, after a full diſcovery of the malignity of 
their intentions, I ſuppoſed the cruelty of their 
council of ſtate would not fail to increaſe with 
their fears: and therefore, though I continued 
to paſs ſometimes through Weſtminfter-hall, 
that they might ſee I was not withdrawn; yet 1 
did it not ſo frequently and publicly as I had 
done; changing my lodging from the houſe of 
ane 


370 Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow, E/; 


one friend to that of another; and when I lay 
at my own houſe, taking the beſt care I could do 
to ſecure myſelf from being ſurpriſed. = 

In the mean time, a conſiderable party of thoſe 
who had been engaged againſt the King, reſol- 
ved to raiſe a ſum of money to pay ſuch troops 
as ſhould be willing to draw together 
Monk and his partizans; and that two of their 
number ſhould be bound for the peaceable de- 
portment of Maj.-Gen. Lambert in the penal ſum 
of 5000 I. ſo much being demanded by the 
council of ſtate; which bond if it ſhould come 
to be forfeited, and the perſons bound conſtrain- 
ed to pay the money, it was agreed that the ſaid 
ſum ſhould be diſcharged out of the public ſtock. 
Mr. Slingſby Bethel was employed by the moft 
eminent perſons concerned in this deſign, to 
communicate their reſolutions to Sir Arthur 
 Haſlerig ; whom he attended at his lodgings to 
that purpoſe, and found him in a moſt melan- 
.choly poſture, ſitting in a chair, and leaning his 
head upon both his hands. Mr. Bethel aſked 
him the reaſon of his trouble; and received far 
anſwer, That having been 'with Monk that 
morning, and preſling him to give him ſome 
'aſſurance of his care of the commonwealth, re- 
minding him of his oaths and proteſtations of 
fidelity to the cauſe, Monk had treated him in 
an unuſual manner, and demanded how he could 
expect any thing from him, whom he had en- 
deavoured to- make leſs than he was before he 
marched to London ? Sir Arthur added to the 
reſt of his diſcourſe to Mr. Bethel, We are un- 
% done! we are undone!” Thus he that had 
abandoned his old friends to ſupport the intereſt 
ef Monk, and would not be perſuaded of the 


malignity 
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malignity: of his. deſigns, whereby he had loſt 
many opportunities of recovering all, was at laſt 
deſerted by him, and almoſt driven to deſpair. 
Mr. Scot alſo informed me, that he had loſt all 
hopes of getting ſuch a number of our council 
of ſtate together, as ſhould be neceſſary to put 
in execution the deſign which I had propoſed ; 
and that, having notice that the new council of 
ſtate had reſolved to ſeize his perſon, he deſign- 
ed to retire into the country, as well to ſecure 
himſelf, as to endeavour to be elected into the 
enſuing convention, which, by the vote of the 
ſecluded members, was to be called a parlia- 
ment. Theſe things put me in further doubt of 
my own ſafety, and moved me to provide for 
myſelf as well as I could, To that end I ſel- 
dom lay at my own houſe, after Mr. Scot's de- 
parture from London; and finding myſelf de- 
prived of all means to ſerve the public, and ex- 
pecting the utmoſt extremities that malice could 
invent againſt thoſe that had faithfully ſerved 
their country, 1 reſolved alſo to withdraw my- 
ſelf from the obſervation of the-uſurpers, and to 
go into the country. In purſuance of this reſo- 
lution, I departed from London, accompanied 
by my wife, in a ſmall chariot, drawn by two 
horſes, having ſent two ſervants before well 
mounted to attend me on the road, with a led 
horſe. for myſelf, if there ſhould be occaſion. 
The ſecond day of my journey, early in the 
morning, we perceived one to ride very hard 
after us; who coming up to us, proved to be a 
e that waited on my mother, and was ſent 
y 


our relations, with letters to inform me of 
what had happened ſince our departure: That a- 


bout an hour and a half after we left London, a 


* 
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meſſenger from the council of ſtate came to the 
houſe where I lodged, with an order requiring 
me to appear before them; aſſuring my relations 
he had the like orders for ſummoning Mr. Miles 
Corbet, Col. John Jones, and Col. Thomlinſon, 
commiſſioners of parliament for the affairs of 
Ireland, to attend the ſaid council: that the 
meſſenger being earneſt to know whither I was 
gone, that he might give the more certain ac- 
count to thoſe that ſent him; my ſiſter Kemp- 
fon, doubting they might ſend after me and ſeize 
me, had refuſed to anſwer that queſtion; and 
that my mother Oldſworth, fearing my ſiſter's re- 
fuſal might increaſe the jealouſy of the council 
of ſtate, and put them upon taking ſome ex- 
treme meaſures againſt me, had prevailed. with 
my father-in-law, her huſband, to wait on the 
council the next morning, and to inform them 
whither I was gone, and the cauſe of my re- 
moval from London. Having received this ac- 
count, and ſoon concluding that the council ei- 
| ther had already, or would ſend ſpeedily after 
j me, I mounted my led horſe, that I might be 
the better prepared to make my eſcape, if 1 
1 ſhould happen to be purſued; and leſt they 
| ſhould have way-laid me on the road, I divided 
my little company, directing my wife with the 
chariot and two ſervants to take the common 
| road by Bagſhot, whilſt I with a groom croſſed 
| the heath, and declined all public roads: fo that 
my. wife and I met not, till towards the even- 
ing I perceived her coming by a private way, 
which it was neceſſary to paſs before ſhe could 
reach the houſe of my couſin Robert Wallop at 
| Farley, where we had agreed tq remain that 
| night. There we found Mr. Nicholas Love, 
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who had been one of the late King's judges, 
and who arrived there Juſt before us. Soon af- 
tet out arrival, Mr Wallop, who had been at a 
manor called Huſbands, belonging to him, came 
home, and received us with his uſual generoſity 
and cordial affeftion, expreſſing no leſs zeal to 
the commonwealth than when it was in its high - 

- proſperity. And though I acquainted him 


with the ſtate of my affairs, and with the pro- 


ceedings of the council in relation to me, he ear - 
\ eſired me to continue at his houſe. But I 
thought it not decent ſo to do: and therefore, 
after two nights ſtay, I took leave of him, and 
went to Sutton; Where I lay with as much pri- 
vacy as I could, having diſcovered that the ma - 
ſter of the inn had been one of the late King's 
guard, and paſſionately addicted to the Cavalier- 
intereſt, The next day I went to the houſe of 
my  confin William Ludlow at Clarendon ; 
where I was informed, that Mr Bainton, whom, 
I had promiſed to ſerve in the enſuing election, 
had deſiſted' from his deſign, and that Sir An- 
thony Aſhley Cooper and Mr Earnly were like- . 
ly to be choſen. However, to make good my 
promiſe, I ſent a letter to him, to let him know 
I was come into the country, and to offer him 
what ferviee I could, if he perſiſted in his in- 
tentions to ſtand for the county of Wilts. Ha- 
ving diſpatched this meſſage, and doubting the 
council of ſtate might ſend to ſeize, or at leaſt 
to ſummon me, I went privately from Claren- 
don to Saliſbury ; and took up my lodgings at 
the houſe of one Mr Traughton, a Miniſter of 
that city; where, after I had been two or three 
days, I received 'a letter from my father Oldſ- 
worth, by which I underſtood he had been with 
Vol. II. 11 thoſe 
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thoſe of the council of ſtate; and having informs. 
ed them, that the Hekgn of my journey into 
the country was in order to ſettle. my affairs 
there, they ſeemed to be well ſatisfied. He ac- 
quainted me alſo, that Mr Miles Corbet, Col. 
John Jones, and Col. Thomlinſon, . had attend-. 
ed the council, in obedience to their ſummons, . 
and were not permitted to depart, till they had 
ſigned an engagement to give no diſturbance, to 
the preſent power. The conſideration . of this 
proceeding towards them, made me ſet a higher. 
value on my deliverance from their hands, than 
1 had hitherto done. For if I had not left the 
town when I did, the ſummons from the coun-. ; 
cil had been ſerved upon me; and if I had not. 
3 it would have been taken as a con- 
tempt; but if I had appeared, they would un- 
dou! realy have tendered me the like engage- 
ment to ſign ; which I could not have done a- | 

ny mare than that which was required from me ; 
by Cromwel; and ſo might have been impri- 1 
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ſoned, and in all probability detained fl the 
return of Charles Stuart. | 
The time of the election drawing near, I ſent- 
a meſſenger to Mr Bainton for his laſt reſolution 
in this matter; who returned me this anſwer, 
That having had a meeting with the e a 
of the county at the Devizes, he had reſolved 1 
not to put his friends to the trouble of appear- 8 
ing for him; judging it the beſt way rather to ' 
Swim with the ſtream, than to be borne down. ; 
with it. Being thus diſcharged of my engage- 1 
1 
] 
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ment to Mr Bainton, I went to Maiden Bradley, 
and held a court at Yardenfield, that I might 
raiſe what money I could amongſt my tenants, 
by filing up eſtates, and changing lives. W hich, 
having 
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having diſpatched, I went to my manor of 
Knoyle for the ſame end; and being there, was 
much importuned by the inhabitants of the bo- 
rough of Hindon, part of the ſaid manor, to be 
one of their burgeſſes in the aſſembly that was 
to meet at Weſtminſter. Though I durſt not 
'defire any to confer fo great a truſt on me, yet 
I confeſs it was no ſmall contentment to me, that 
they would manifeſt their reſpects to my perſon, 
-and their remembrance of my ſervices, whatſo- 
ever they had been, in ſuch a conjuncture, when 
the Cavalier-party, with what deſtgn may eaſily 
be conjectured, had printed the names of the 
late King's judges, of which number I had the 
Honour to be one; and when that intereſt was 
already become fo prevalent, that the heir of the 
Lord Cottington, though a Papiſt and an idiot 
Had found a party ſufficient to put him into poſ- 
ſeſſion of Founthil-houſe, which had been given 
dy the parliament to the Lord Preſident Brad 
ſhaw, and to maintain him therein by open 
violence, againſt the kinſman and heir of the 
ſaid Preſident. b | | 
Having finiſhed my private affairs, as well as 
I could,” I was willing to have it believed, that 
I was gone to Saliſbury ; and therefore ſet for- 
ward on that way: but to defeat, if poſſible, the 
malice of my enemies, I went not far before I 
quitted that road; and having ſent my chariot, 
wherein my wife was, to Saliſbury, I mounted 
on horſeback, and paſling over the hills that lie 
towards Somerſetſhire, I went to the houſe of 
my brother Srangways at Eaſt-Charleton; where 


I ſtaid about four days as privately as I could, my 


horſes being watered within the walls of the 
houſe, and the ſervants commanded to be ſilent 
concerning me. 
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The time of election for the borough of Hin- 
don being come, the perſons i in nomination were 
Mr Howe of Berwick; Sir Thomas Thynne, and 
myſelf. All agreed to chuſe Mr Howe; ſo that 
the diſpute: lay between Sir Thomas and me. 
/The ——.— of the electors was about twenty 
fix; of whom I had nineteen, voices, and was 
thereupon. declared. by the Bailiff, to be elect- 
ed, with Mr Howe, to ferve for. that borough. 
The indentures were ſigned, and writ returned 
to the Sheriff according to cuſtom. But the a- 
gents of Sir Thomas Thynne, being unwilli 
to loſe all their trouble and expence, and 
ſing, upon probable grounds, that if they could 
bring. the caſe before the next aſſembly, they 
mould certainly carry it againſt me, ſigned ano- 
ther: indenture; for Mr Howe and. Sir Thomas 
Thynne, making up in number what they want- 
ed in quality; taking the ſubſcriptions of the 
rabble, who not only paid nothing either to the 
ſtate, church, or poor, but alſo received the pu- 
blic alms of the pariſh : and to gain theſe, they 
were obliged to deſcend to the moſt unworthy 
artifices;. affirming,. that I was already. fled, and 
that they ſhould certainly be deſtroyed by the 
King if they elected me. 

Before I went into Somerſetſhire, I had order- 
ed one of my tenants, of whoſe fidelity I had 
good aſſurance, to find out ſome private houſe 
where. I might remain till I could better diſcern 
what courſe to take. Having made a dilipent 
inquiry, he came to me with an account, that 
he had found out divers places, whereof I might 
make choice of that which I ſhould beſt approve 
for my retirement, Which accordingly I did; 


and was received with hearty affeQion ; and, 
| Auris 
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during the time I ſtaid there, enjoyed great ſa- 
tisfaction in the converſation of the good man 
of the houſe, who was a lover of his country, 
ſſeſſor of an eſtate of about roo 1. a- year in 
land; above contempt, and below _ 

After I had been with him about eight days, I 
thought I might without much hazard give my 
wife a viſit at Saliſbury; and accordingly I went 
thither in the night, and lay there. The next 
day being Sunday, news was brought to that 
ym that Maj.-Gen. Lambert had made his e- 
out of the Tower, and that it was ſuppo= 
ſed he wonld be able to draw a conſiderable part 
of the army into a body ſpeedily. Hereupon, 
not doubting that the utmoſt diligence would be 
aſed to ſeize Lambert, and knowing that thoſe 
of Saliſbury were informed that J was in thoſe 
parts, I returned to my former lodging; where 
I had not been above two or three days, when 
the man that had aſſiſted Maj.-Gen. Lambert in 
his eſcape, came to me with a meſſage from him, 
to acquaint me, that divers officers of the army 
m been with him ; that they had agreed upon 
two places of rendezvous,” and had diſperſed 
themſelves to their reſpective countries, in or- 
der to put their deſign in execution; that they 
had received aſſurances, that the greateſt part of 
the army would join with them: and therefore 
deſired, that I would give orders for the forces 
in the weſtern parts to draw together, and that 
I would meet him at the head of them in the 
county of Oxford. But I thought it not pru- 
dent to engage my friends in ſo public a man- 
ner, till I ſhould ſee ſome probability of 3 

a ſtand, whereof I conceived I might give fo 
gueſs by Latabert's firſt rendezvous, which was 
11 appolyteg 
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ap d to be about Daventry. In the mean 
time I diſpatched meſſengers to ſeveral officers 
that commanded the forces in the counties of 
Dorſet, Somerſet, and Wilts, to be ready 
march, if there ſhould be occaſion. I recciv 
aſſurance from a conſiderable party about Taun- 
ton, that the caſtle ſhould be ſecured for the pu- 
blic ſervice, and had divers promiſes of the ſame 
nature from other places. The horſe that lay 
at Saliſbury began to ſtagger, and I doubt not 
would have been honeſt, if they had ſeen a force 
ſufficient to have made it reaſonable for them to 
appear. About eight days after my return from 
Saliſbury, one Major Whitby came to me from 
Maj.-Gen. Lambert, to acquaint me with his in- 
tentions, and to conſult with me, concerning the 
beſt way of drawing together the forces on our 
ſide. He aſſured me, that about 1000 1. 
were already with Lambert, and that he had 
good aſſurance that moſt part of the army would 
join with him. Having received this informa- 
tion, and being willing to hazard all with Maj.- 
Gen. Lambert or any other perſons, if I might 
be ſatisfied they aimed. at the good of the com- 
monwealth, I deſired. to — — what Lambert 
had or would declare for; it being that I thought 
the duty of every man to inform himſelf of the 
Juſtice of the cauſe, before he engageth himſelf 
in it. Major Whitby anſwered, That it was not 
now a time to declare what we would be for, 
but what we would be againſt, which was that 
torrent of tyranny. and Popery which was ready 
fo break in upon us. To which I replied, That 
'the beſt way to prevent. thole miſchiefs, would 
be to agree upon ſomething that might be contra - 
ry to them, not ſo much in name, as in the * 


1 


all good men to favour and aſſiſt us in our enter- 
prize; and that the utmoſt care ought to be ta- 
ken to convince the nation of the ſincerity and 
juſtice of our intentions, eſpecially ſince all men 
knew they had been ſo lately cheated, by advan- 
cing 4 perſonal inſtead of a publie intereſt, and 
therefore not likely to be ſo eaſily taken with the 
ſame bait again. So having communicated to 
me what he had in truſt, and having received 
my anſwer, the Major departed. And two or 
three days after, an account was brought to me, 
that Maj.-Gen. Lambert's party was diſperſed, 
and himſelf taken, priſoner by Col. Ingoldſby. 
To which defeat an accident that happened did 
not a little contribute: for ſome of Ingold{by's 


party in their march had met Capt. Haſlerig, ſon 


to Sir Arthur, and knowing his troop to be with 
Lambert, they ſeized him, and brought him to 
Col. Ingoldſby; where he faid, that, being diſ- 
ſatisfied with Lambert's deſign, he had quitted 
the party, and thereby hoped to be ſet at liber- 
ty. But Ingoldiby told him, that unleſs. he 
would bring off his troop alſo from Lambert, His 


deſerting them ſhould be of no advantage to him. 


He promiſed to uſe the beſt of his endeavours to 
ſerve him, and thereupon was permitted to re- 


turn to Lambert. When the two parties were 


ready to engage, he brought off his troop, as he 
had promiſed to endeavour : which caufed ſuch 
a conſternation in the reſt of the party, that ma- 
ny of them went over to Ingoldſby, and moſt 
part of thoſe who did not think fit to follow 
their example, ſhifted for themſelves as well as 
they could; leaving Lambert talking with In- 


goldſby, and endeavouring to diſſuade him from 
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engaging any farther againſt him. But Col. In- 
goldſby, . that Lambert's party had 
anions him; ti cloſe to him, and requi- 
red him to yield bunt priſoner; which, after 
a ſhort heſitation, he did, deſiring Ingoldſby $ 
Lordſhip, as he called him, to give him leave 
to eſcape. Col. Cobbet, Major Creed, and ſome 
other officers, were taken priſoners, and with Maj. 
Gen. Lambert committed to the Tower. Thus 
our enemies were thoſe of our own houſe,” and 
it was not the King's party that could deſtroy 
us; which as it ought to be a ſubject of humili- 
ation to us, fo it can be no juſt cauſe of exalta- 
tion to them. Being thus deprived of an op- 
portunity of appearing in the field for the ſer- 
vice of my country, I reſolved to go to Lon- 
don, and there to wait the pleaſure of God, ei- 
ther by acting or ſuffering in his cauſe: Where 
being arrived, I took up my lodging at the houſe 
of a friend who lived in Holborn ; and endea- 
vouring to learn what Maj.-Gen. Lambert de- 
ſigned to have done if he had kept his ground, 
1 was informed, that he had prepared two de- 
clarations very different from each other, intend- 
ing to publiſn that which might have procured 
him the greater party: but becauſe it could not 
be agreed which of them was moſt likely to do 
ſo, he had thought fit to publiſh neither. 
Hitherto Monk had continued to make ſolemn 
proteſtations of his affection and fidelity to the 
'commonwealth-intereſt, againſt a King and 


houſe of Lords: but the new militia being 
ſettled, and a convention, calling themſelves 
a parliament, and fit for his purpoſe, being met 
at Weſtminſter, he ſent to ſuch Lords as had ſat 
with the parliament till 1648, to- return to the 
300 place 
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place where they uſed to fit ; which they did, 
upon aſſurance from him, that no others ſhould 
de permitted to fit with them; which promiſe 
he alſo broke, and let in, not only ſuch as had 
_ deſerted to Oxford, but the late created Lords. 
And Charles Stuart, eldeſt ſon to the late King, 
being informed of theſe tranſactions, left the 
Spaniſh territories, where he then reſided, and, 
by the advice of Monk, went to Breda, a town. 
belonging to the ſtates of Holland: from whence 
he ſent his letters and a declaration to the two 
houſes, by Sir John Greenville. Whereupon 
the nominal houſe of Commons, though called 
by a commonwealth-writ, in the name of the 
keepers of the liberties of England, paſſed a vote, 
That the government of the nation ſhould be 
by a King, Lords, and Commons; and that 
Charles Stuart ſhould be proclaimed King of 


England, Gc. 
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The End of the Second Volume. 
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